a amt, a er IN es. Att — rn 


—— — 


—— — — 


* 


mn ; „ 0 


DE ED 


— <__ —__ 


; 
\ 


a amt, a er IN es. Att — rn 


—— — 


—— — — 


* 


mn ; „ 0 


DE ED 


— <__ —__ 


; 
\ 


"4 


. 


L. 


D 


* 


2 
WF 


* of 
FRY 


* N * * 
* 0 
* q * 
7 4 2 
. * — . 6 1 
if = Y 6 
4-4 = \ 
. —_— * 


op 'SECRBT- 


HISTORIES, 


| Novers, and PoxMs,. 
Written by 


Mrs. Eliza H eywood. 


1 


vor. 1. 


1 try 1 
CONTAINING, 


L. Dali: Or, The Unfortunate Miftreſs.. 
A Novel. 


II. The SURPRISE: Or, He 
The Fa 8 Or, 0 ſtan 
ATAL SECRET on 
is Diſtreſs. . 
IV. F ARTOMINA.. Or, Loves in 4 a Maze. 


th 232 SITY li. . a * * — - — 


— — 


9 


The sgconp eros 


1 
— = — —„ r 
1 * 
1 — — —————— N 
4 : . 


— 


— 


LONDON: 


TR for Dan. BRo VN jun 
Swan without Temple-Bar ; Jn 8. CHAPMAN 
tte in ng! Pla Vx M. cc. xxv. 


r 


4 


. at the Black- 


. 


— 


rr Lv _ — 
PU. $ 15 
i 
3 * 
Te. % 
"4 A 


1 % - 
* — 


e 


PRES 


PORN wet \ 
F 2 . 


be 


i 


WV" a * n 2 -+ =_—— 
Ge” 


* _—_ 


w 


„ 4a „„ 
* 


0 


W 


VA wv 


— — -D 


130 bas ,agvort 
vd 1! 119% 


99H11 


- oO a 


%. "Fg 
4053 
| IR DU Fo * 4 
33 
1 39 a0 15 
rel o Ly EL *. * 
* 5 5 
. 
4 »%.< \ 
/ V . KLE J \ 
— in _—— 
+ A w 
| il 
— — 
| 4 
- 
* 
. 
* : ? 
i, 14 : 9 1 * 
N * 15 2 * 8 al? 1 
4 4 Fan 
MA Ib; i * . 4 £ 
Ny 
89 9 . py N 4 
- 


— 4A > — — #4 — . — 
* 
i? 
F " 

% 
* a 
- \ * 
4 " 
- * k 


214 


22 


” 


11H 40 


» 


7 aw - 3 % Ny. T 14 
nnn A* . NNC 8 0 


{} 


v2 pl 


Y# TA 4 off 


17 


14. 


DN 0 A 


Af 


144 
* fi 1 
101 1. * 1 


+. 


_—_— — Pr 


2 es „ 7x 


„ 


— „„ 4 — 


_— 


—_—— — 


— — 


— —- 


- — 


2 


| — 


7 D A . 1 FE 


* 


babe Mitres. 


* Rf 


NO v E L. 


J\ In Three Panrs. * 


By Mrs. ELIZz A Harwood. 


— 


hdr ow hard a Fate are Women born 
Pri d to their Ruin, or to Scorn + 
, we 3 deſ pair; 


If we want Bea 
And are beſieg'd, l i Frontier Towns if Fair. 
; 325 N WALLES.” 


The Tur EpDirlex. 


| LONDON: 


| Printed for Dan. Brow x 2 ja. at the Black 


Swan without 


Bar ; and S. CHAPMAN 
M. pc. av. 


. eee 


| 


2 


11 2 ——„ — 
— 


ty 


„** = „ 
„ — — nd — CO Wo_ — „ * — _ 
ts. Ahh 
* 


3 1 ; 
F' 
*z 
* | | | 
ti 
| i 
; 4! 
1 
11 
| — 1 
. | 


| 
| 
| 
N 
| 


* 


: 


| | . 
; aT AO 3 


Sh enn 


1 


AAS ON 


| 
. FE Tk | 
21 447 $910 T nl 4 


—_— I as 


2 «tf vE 
GOONWYAH Ax IAA. 20. 4 | 


B W DA, | 


i . 


* _ 


"ow NIST PIT A OR 3 
8 3 
Ie W * ID FS * Va W * 
cd A oO An 1111 
W of , * F ** . NY N 
* Q L * We a 4 BY * 2 * * n | 


47 * 


| 
: | 
2K AK 01 | | 


| Au f 10 unt a 1 An at u beaten 


«VXX,996 11 n A ri "ol L 2 36 


tt 
— - - — 


— 4 


7 AM AA 2 2 Wis 7 A- Ty 109175 aan 6 | 


__— lth * — * th — — — 
_ at _ 


Ls 


\ 
\ 
\ 
4 
a 
a 
u 
b 
d 
L 


* 


— N 1 — —_ 4. ._4 —— 
| PART I 5 
— 129 +, * 5 be 
p 3, TP 7) 2 F 2 EET EDN n — 
rr * * I 
, 92 


Warmth and Vigour of Vouth cou d 


tion, and the Power of judgin 
rightly, how eaſy were it to ayol 
the It: which moſt of us endure 
— Howfew would be unhappy? Wi 
what Serenity might the Noon of Life glide on, 
we account with Reaſon for our Morning Acid 
We hear, indeed, daily Complaints of the Cruelty of 
Fate; but if we examine the Source; we ſhall 
almoſt all the Woes we languiſh under are ſelf caus d 
and that either to purſue the Gratification of ſom 
unruly Paſſion, or ſhun the Performance of an iricam- 


bent Duty, thoſe Misfortunes which ſo fill the World 
derivetheir Being, and would more juſtly merit Condema 


nation than Compaſſion, were not the Fault too univerſal. 
Vor. III. 3 
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be temper d with a due Conſidera- 
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Don Bernardo 4. Bellſache, a Nobleman of Venice, 
Had a Daughter whom he eſteem d the Bleſſing of his 
— EIT 

om o 
tho Improvements of Education, Which his Fondneis 
had indulg d 1 in, ſhe had indeed been the Wonder 
of her Sex. ination cannot form a Face more 
oj — - rap why ch Majeſty, ſuch Sweetneſs, ſuch 
egularity in all her Features, accompany'd with 
an Air at once ſo ſoft, ſo ſtriking, that while ſhe com- 
manded ſhe allur'd, and forc what ſhe entreared. 
Nor was her Shape and Mien leſs worthy Admira- 
tion; it was impoſſible for any to be more 
exactly proportion d than the former; and for the latter, 
it had a Grace peculiar to itielf: The leaſt and moſt 
careleſs Motion of her Head or Hand, was ſufficient 
to captivate a Heart, In fine, her Charms were 10 
infinitely above Deſcription, that it was neceſſar 
ſee her, to have any juſt Notion of her. — 
alas! to what End ſerv'd all this Beauty, theſe un- 
common 1 but to make her more re- 
? She had a n, 
no fewer 2 than her other Perfections; yet 
not enough to defend her from the Aſſaults of almoſt 
every Paſſion human Nature is liable to fall into. 
The Greatneſs. of her Spirit (which from her Child- 
hood had been untameable, or was render d ſo thro? 
— the too-gieat Indulgence of her d * 
wy OY Ty endure Controuls. A — 
vice, te, peremptory 
own Wi to what Extremes R it led her: The; 
Conſequence of ſuch a Diſpoſition could not be ex- 
ac to be very fortunate, but it brought on her 
uchi dreadful Inconveniencies, as all who find in them- 
{elves the leaſt Propenſi geo; | to be of ſuch a Humour, 
dught to tremble at the Repetition of, and cxert their 


utmoſt Reaſon to extirpate. 
IDALI A (for that was the Name of this lovely 
Taconſfiderate) had no ſooner arriv'd at her four- 
| 88 than ſhe attracted the Eyes of all the 
young 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. . 
young Noblemen of Venice; ſcarce a Heart but ſigh d 
for — The Shrine of our Bleſſed A= Loretto 
was never throng d with greater Numbers of Reli- 


gious De voters than Don Bernardo's Houſe was by 


thoſe of the Young and Gay ; and happy did they 
think themſelves, whoſe Birth or Fortune gave them 
any juſt Cauſe to hope the Pretenſions they brought 
— 5 be an Offering worth Acceptance. There 
were ſome too, (as no Climate is barren of Fops 
who had the Vanity, without either of theſe Advan- 
tages, to promiſe themſelves Succeſs ; of this laſt 
Number was Florez, one, who, if he had not been 
— — with more Aſſurance than is ordinarily to 
found even among the moſt Tenacious, would 
not have preſumed, tho' his Paſſion. had been really 
as violent as he endeavour d to make it appear, to 
have declared it. He was deſcended from à Family. 
in which there never had been one whoſe Actions had 
entitled him to bear Arms; the Height of his Parent's 
Ambition had been to prefer him, when a Child, to 
be Page to Don Ferdinand, Nephew to the Doge. 
With this young Nobleman he had travel d; and all 
the Education he was Maſter of was owing to this 
Advantage, as was the Poſt he poſſeſs d in the 
_ to his Fayour : For being naturally of a deſign- 
ing ſordid Diſpoſition, by falling in with all his Hu- 
mours, promoting his Pleaſures, and flattering his 
Vices, he had wound himſelf ſo much into the 
Will of his Lord, that he refuſed him nothing. The 
Intimacy with which he was treated by ſo great a 
Man, and the ſudden Elevation of his Fortune, join d 
to ſome fulſome Praiſes of his Beauty, and fine Wit, 
which thoſe Women, who are paid for their Favours, 
y laviſh on the Perſon who makes Choice of 
hem, gave him ſo good an Opinion of his own Me- 
rit, that he thought it an Impoſſibility for any Woman 
to be inſenſible of it; and look d on the Attainment of 
Idalia, notwithſtanding the Multitude of her Admi- 
rers, and the vaſt Poſſeſſions ſhe was likely to be 
Miſtreſs of, as a Thing < 3:4 all difficult, 
4 | 


Bur 


vi 
j* 
0 
/ 


4 , 


' fooner diſcover'd his Deſign, than he forbad him his 
min Earneſt; and chid his Daughter for entertaining a 


were perfectly skill'd in the Art of Flattery and Diſſi- 


Dictates of her Impatience, = 
e En 


but Vanity, that reigning Faculty of her Soul, prompted 


Conjecture was not in the leaſt unreaſonable z for 
had he, in Sincerity, been ſo entirely; devoted to her 
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Bur whatever he imagin'd to himſelf, Bernardo 
had Sentiments quite different from theſe : He no 


Houſe in Terms which ſufficiently told him he was 


Propoſal fo unſuitable to her Birth, with more Sharp- 
neſs than the Manner in which he had ever behaved 
to her, could give her Leave to think was in his Na- 
ture: But as the Vanity and unthinking Pride which 
{way'd the Actions of this young Lady had ſhew'd- 
itſelt in the encouraging all who pretended to admire 
her, of what Degree ſoever they were, ſo now the 
Obſtinacy of her Humour began to appear, in the 
Uneaſineſs ſhe felt at her Father's Commands, never 
to ſee Forex more. Amidſt the Multiplicity of her 
Adorers, ſhe thought herſelf undone to miſs the Ad- 
dreſſes of a ſingle Votary, and could not bear to loſe 
the Converſation of a Man whoſe Eyes and Tongue 


mulation, and had given her ſo many Informations 
of her Power. And wholly _— herſelf to the 
to think ſhe was debarr'd 1oyment- of any 
Thing ſhe found a Pleaſure in. She began imme- 
diately to leſſen her Regard for her too-long indul- 
gent Father, which by degrees ripen'd to a Con- 
tempt of him, and ended in a Reſolution. to act in 
every Thing according to her Inclinations, without | 
giving herſelf any Pain how far it would be conſo- 

nant to his. * d, 52508 

Fn this ruinous Diſpoſition it came into her Head 
to write to Forex; not that ſhe was really in love 
with him, or had yet any Notion of that Paſſion; 
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her to uſe her utmoſt Efforts for the retrieving a Heart 
ſhe began to fear” was eſtranged. And indeed, this 


e 


as he had once endeavour d to pet ſwade her he was, 
Love, always fruitful in Invention, would have * 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 5. 
him with ſome Stratagem, either to have ſeen her, 
or convey d a Letter to her; for ſome Weeks had 
paſs'd between the Time of his being forbid his Viſits, 
and that in which ſhe. writ, She did not fail to up- 
braid him with his Coldneſs; but withal let him 
know ſhe had good Nature enough to pardon it; de- 
ſired an Anſwer; and that for the future, if ſhe was 
really happy enough to retain any Place in his Re- 
membrance, he would let no Day eſcape without 
giving her ſome Aſſurances of it. In-ſhort, no Wo- 
man, who felt the ſevereſt Pangs of deſperate dying 
Love, could write more paſſionately, or — 
= Concern at being abandon'd by the Man her 
ul was fond of, than what the Spirit of Coquetry 
taught the Pen of the inconliderate Idalia. She con- 
cluded her Epiſtle with a hearty Wiſh, Grant Heaven? 
( aid ſhe to herſelf,) that I may once more have him 
in my Power to uſe him as I pleaſe, let the Conſequence 
be what it will. She bribed a Servant to deliver it, 
and bring an Anſwer back: But the Uneaſineſs ſhe 
was in till the Return of her Meſſenger was ſuch, 
as whoever had been witneſs of, not have ima- 
in'd to have ſprung from any other Source than 
e. But to ſuch a ee does the immoderate 
Love of Praiſe tranſport ſome People, that to loſe 
any Opportunity of receiving it, is a Torment equal 
to that which others feel in a Diſappointment of the 
moſt eſſential Ble EP . **. 
Tux Return of her Emiſſary brought but little 
Eaſe to the Suſpence ſhe had endur'd while he was 
gone: Forex, indeed, had ſent by him; but his Letter 
appear d ſo differeng from thoſe ſhe had formerly re- 
ceiv'd from him, that the Hand was all that ſhew'd 
em writ by the fame Perſon. A Penetration like 
her's-could eaſily diſcern the Alteration ; ſhe found the 
Style was forc'd, formal, and affected; and where he 
{aid he ſtill continu'd to adore her, and ſhould never 
ceaſe to do fo, it was in ſuch a Manner as plain y 
ſhew'd his Heart had no Part in dictating ſuch Ex- 
preſſions. And, in Wa never Woman was more 
k volt B 3 | -  dilap- 


* * 


£ IDALIA: or, Part J. 


diſappointed in her Aim, than was this Lady: In 
ſpite of the Attractions ſhe was Miſtreſs of, Florex 
had either an Inſenſibility of them, or had Reſolution 
enough to withſtand the Emotions of his Tender - 
neſs, whenever he found em contrary to his Intereſt. 
*Tis probable, by what after enſu'd, that a Daughter 
of Don Bernaruo s. tho? never ſo difagreeable, would 
have had Charms ſufficient to have retain d his Ado- 
rations ; but Idalia, all lovely as ſhe was, without the 
Addition of that Fortune her Father's Conſent muſt 
give, had no longer any Charms to hold him. 
is eaſy to imagine it was no ſmall Shock to 
her Pride, to find the Advances ſhe had made were 
receiv'd with no more Warmth : But ſuffering all 
Conſideration to be wholly drown'd in the o'erflow- 
ing Folly which at preſent poſſeſs d her, ſhe conti- 
nued daily by Letters to give him Occaſion to be- 
heve there was nothing on Earth ſo defirable as his 
Converſation ; and that it was not impoſſible ſhe might 
be-prevail'd on to become his Wife, tho* by it ſhe 
thould loſe a Father: But there was not the leaſt Preſ- 
ſure in any of his Anſwers, which teſtified he wiſh'd 
the ſhould run ſo great a Riſque. This ſo nettled her, 
that at aft, tis probable, ſhe would have look 'd upon 
him, as indeed he was, a Conqueſt far unworthy of 
the Pains ſhe had taken. She was juſt beginning to 
give over all Thoughts of him, when her ill Fate, 
taking the Advantage of the Baſereſs of his Nature, 
and the unaccountable Fantaſtickneſs of her's, gave a 
ſudden Turn to this Adventure, which was to termi- 
nate in her utter — 4 
Ii there can be any Thing to be alledg'd in the 
Defence of Vanity, the fair 1dalia,-on the Account of 
her Youth, her beauty, Birth, and Fortune, had cer- 
tainly more to plead in her Behalf, than where there 
were none of theſe Advantages: Florez, who had 
nothing diſtinguiſhably valuable either in his Perſon 
or Accompliſhments, and was of a Sex in which that 
Foible is far leſs excuſable than in the weaker, had 
yet as large a Share: He could not imagine _— 
l Py v 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs, ) 
belov'd by a Woman ſo admired by all the World, 
without communicating the Secret, To thoſe Inſen- 
ſibles all the Pleaſure of an Amour oonſiſis in the Re- 
put ation of it: To be accounted well in the Eſteem of 
a Perſon of ordinary Qualifications, yields them. infi- 
nitely more Satisfaction than the real Enjoyment of 
one of the moſt Excellent could do. It is not there- 
fore to be wonder d at, that a Man, who had neither 
Love nor Honour to reſtrain him, triumph'd in an 


Affair like this: He could not hear the Charms of 


Idalia mention'd, without letting the Company know 
how much it was in his Power to become Maſter of 
them; and to prove the Truth of what he faid, ex- 
pos d her Letters, thoſe fatal and undiſputable Teſti- 
monials of her Folly. Few that had any Acquain- 
tance with him, were Strangers to his Happineſs; 
but none more envy'd his good Fortune than his Pa- 
tron Don Ferdinand. This young Lord was of a 
Diſpoſition exceeding zmorous: He long had view'd 
Tdalia with thoſe 2 which it was common for 
ends ; but finding in himſelf not the leaſt Pro- 

ty to Marriage, and believing it impoſſible to ob- 
tain her by any other Means, — to ſtifle 


the hopeleſs Paſſion by other Amuſements; till hearing 
the Condeſcenſions ſhe had made to one whom he 


had ſo much Power over, he immediately had it in 
his Thoughts to make uſe ot it for the Gratification 
of his Wiſhes. There needed but little Ceremony in 
the communicating his Deſign to a Perſon ſo much 
his Creature; nor durſt Florez, if he had had an In- 
clination, oppoſe what he required; but on the con- 
trary, he was of an Opportunity of ſerving him 
in a Manner which would ſo conſiderably advance his 
Intereſt with him. It was tly agreed between 


them, that he, the favour'd Lover, ſhould write to 


Tdalia in the moſt paſſionate and moving frain ima- 
_ aſſuring her, That nothing was ſo inſupporta- 
ble as the Pangs of Abſence; that he died to ſee her; 
and intreat her to grant him that Favour at the Houſe 
of -a particular Friend, whom he mention'd in the 
B 4 Letter 


\ 
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Letter, and gave her Directions how to find it. Thie 
piſtle being dictated by the impatient Wiſhes of th- 
amorous Ferdinand, had infinitely more Force of Per 
ſwaſion in it, than any Thing the Inſenſible Forex 
could have ſaid without his Aſſiſtance; and they both 
promiſed themſelves it would ſucceed as they would 
ve it, to engage her to come to the Place appoin- 
ted for the Aſſignation; en- 2 where 
they had tly rioted in thoſe diſſolute Enjoy- 
—— the rone to be fond of, — hs 
People who liv'd in it entirely at the Devotion of 
Don Ferdinand. | * 
Bx this curſed Contrivance was the raſh unthink- 
ing Idalia betray d: She receiv'd the fraudulent Man- 
date, ſwallow'd the well-dreſs'd artful Flattery it con- 
tain'd with a prodigious deal of Pleaſure, and re- 
-turn'd an Anſwer of Conſent. Not that ſhe was 
without a Thought at the Liberty he took in naming 
a Place of Aſſignation, ſince j been much more 
agreeable to the Venetian Addreſs, to have watch'd 
-her coming out, follow'd her to Church, or any 
other pupblick Place, and at an humble Diſtance gaz'd 
upon he: But ſhe imputed his Boldneſsto the Violence 
of his Paſſion; and having no other Deſign than to 
make him the Slave of her Beauty, reſolv'd to ſee 
him, the better to ſecure her Conqueſt, and puniſh 
him hereafter by her Contempt and Coldneſs, for his 
preſent Preſumption. P 7 
ADoRN?'D, and every Charm illuſtrated with all 
the Aids of Art, aſſurd of Victory, and already ex- 
-ulting with a prideful Scorn for the Triumphs of her 
Eyes, ſhe ſet out, under the Pretence of going to 


. Veſpers, attended only by one Servant; whom ſhe ſent 


back immediately to fetch her Beads, which ſhe told 

him ſhe” had forgot; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw herſelf 
at Liberty, turn'd another way, and went directly to 
the Place appointed. Twas eaſy for her to find the 
- Houſe, the good Woman of it waited at the Door for 
her Approach, and conducted her in: But tis hard to 
ſay” whether her Aſtoniſhment or Fear was moſt 


— 
_ 
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predominant, when, inſtead of Florex ſhe found her. 
ſelf accoſted by Don Fer dinand. Glad would ſhe have 
been to have it in her Power to have gone back; 
and pretending to have come in only through Miſtake, 
would fain have ſtruggled to the Door. No, lovely 
Creature, cry'd the o'er-joy'd Ferdinand, ( who gueſs 
ſing what her Intent wou d be, had taken care to hold 
aft both her Hands,) to what good Star ſoever I am in- 
-debred for this Bleſing. I ſhould prove myſelf ſtrangely 
un wor thy of it, cou d I ſo eaſily be brougt to quit it. 
T long have languiſh'd with a Paſſion great as your own 
unequal i Charms, and for an Opportunity to tell you 
fo, wou d have hazarded more than my Life. Hear 
it then now with Patience, nor hate the Man who aims 
at no higher Happineſs from your Favour, than to be 
pit ed, and forgiven. Theſe 0 Words diſſipated great 
art of the Terror ſhe had been in; and reaſſuming 
that Air of Haughtineſs which her Diſorders had a 
a little abated, I know not, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe, 
whether I ſhould conſider what you have ſaid to me as 
the Effects of Gaiety, or Sincerity : If to the former, I 
ought not to reſent it, becauſe few Men but would have 
behav'd in the ſame manner to aWoman whom Chance 
had ſo unexpedtedly thrown in their way: But if to the 
latter, when future Services ſhall teſtify it, I owe more 
to the Duality and Merits of Don Ferdinand, than not 
zo acknowledge myſelf oblig d to his Regard, You are 
drvinely good, reſum'd the other, and I hope, ſince I 
am but too ſenſible, whatever Accident occaſion d me 
this Happineſs, it was not Chance, but the Deſign of 
meeting a more favour d Lover brought you here, you 
will permit me to entertain you with the Hiſtory my 
Paſſion, at leaſt till his Approach ſhall cut me off. 
Tux Serenity which had fo lately return'd to 
the Soul of Idalia, at hearing this, again forſook her; 
the had no room to doubt the Secret of her Corre- 
ſpondence with _ Florez was diſcover'd: And, in a 
Moment, had a thouſand various Conjectures by what 
means, but had too great an Opinion of her own 
. Zh 0d Sie Taibon, to bit upon' uw Highe:” "the 


— 
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vas ſilent for ſome time, not knowing whether it 
was beſt to confeſs, or deny. the Truth of what he 
alledg'd ; at laſt, reflecting on the Confidence with 
which Don Ferdinand had ſpoke, was, an Evidence 
he was aſſured of it; and that the coming of Florez, 
-whom ſhe expected every Moment, would render all 
ſhe. could fay ineffectual, concluded on acknowledg- 
ing the Reality; but withal told him, as ſhe very 
well, might, that it was not to gratify any other 
Paſſion than the Love of a little unmeaning Gallantry 
in her Humour, which had moved her to conſent to 
ſuch a Meeting. This Declaration ſeem'd to tran- 
Fport the Soul of him twas made to; and he conti- 
nued to addreſs her with ſo much elegant Tenderneſs, 
and lively Aſſurances of the Influence of her Charms, 
that the Converſation would have afforded her an In- 
Finity of Satisfaction, had it been at any other Time 
und Place; but the Diſreſpect ſhe imagin'd herfelf 
treated with by the Delay of Florex, poiſon'd the Fe- 
licity which elſe. the gaining a new Adorer of Don 
Ferdizand's Rank would have given her: She fat for 
A conſiderable Time divided between Pain and Plea- 
Jure, till it 8 and not knowing what Ex- 
cuſe to make for being ſo long miſs'd at home, ſhe 
roſe to take her leave: But, alas ! ſhe was now. ina 
Flace whence it was not uſual for one of her Sex to 
return as they came in, and in the Power of one who 
was not of a Humour to put a Conſtraint on his Incli- 
nations. She ſoon perceiv'd the fatal Truth, and now 
.condemn'd the indiſcreet Hazard ſhe had run, reſoly'd 
in her Mind never to be guilty of the like, and 
begg'd of Heaven to protect her Honour, and inſpire 
her with ſome Artifice with which ſhe might elude 
the Danger which ſo imminently threatens hes: | 
Bor what Miſeries ſometimes does one raſh Ac- 
.tion bring on the whole Series of Life? Repentance, 
and a ſudden Abhotrence of that Vanity which had 
led her into this Snare, were now in vain: Her evil 
Genius watch'd this Point of Time, when every 


friendly Planet was oppreſs d, and only raging Influ- 
= 


Part I The Unfortunate Miſtreſs, 11 
ences ern'd, to ruin her, at once, for ever. At 
firſt, with Sighs,” with Tears, with humble Adora- 
tions, the amorous Ferdinand ſought to melt her into 
Kindneſs ; but they failing, the burning Paſhon threw 

off all Reſtraint; his every Action ſpoke his Reſolu- 
tion, and told her he would not be denied. Plain · 

ly ſhe read it in his Eyes, and felt it in his ea- 
ger Graſpings. The Reader's Imagination here can 
only form an Idea of that Confuſion, that mingled 

and Horror, which, at this dreadful Exipence, 
filFd-the Soul of the unhappy Idalia! Tis not in Words 
to repreſent it !---- Sometimes, diſdainful of the in- 
jurious Attempt, her ſtormy Anger vented itſelf in 

Curſes; but then ramembering how little ſhe had the 

Power of reſiſting whatever his wild Deſires might 
prompt him to commit, ſhe ſunk to milder Treat- 
ment, wept, d him to defiſt : ---- Prayers, - 
Threat*nings, Etitreaties, and Revilings, alternately 
ſucceeded, as the different Agitations roſe in her 
Breaſt, till at laſt ſhe had no Breath to utter either. 

Her Spirits, fatigued with this unuſual Hurry, and all 
her Limbs tir'd in the Struggle with ſuch unequal 
Strength, ſhe fainted as he held her in his Arms. As 
much bent as he was on making himſelf Maſter of 
his Wiſhes, he could not reſclve to indulge them 
ſo far as to take any immodeſt Advantage of this 
Opportunity; but endeavouring by gentle Means to 
bring her to herſelf, and expreſſing the moſt tender 
Concern imaginable for the Diſorder he had occafion'd 

her, ſhe began, at the Return of Thought, to hope 
his Sentiments were chang'd; and falling on her 
Knees the Moment ſhe recover'd, O my Lord, faid 
ſhe, if Honour, Love, or Pity, have any Influence over 


wo WW 3 * — 2 5 ww TS *=T® 


| Soul, by that I wou'd conjure you to furbear o 
c- Frighe a wretched Maid, whom Inadvertency has throws 

de, anto dur Power. Permit me to t uninj ur d. 

ad dared, and here I ſwear by every Thing that's ſacred, of 
vil all our Sem you ſhall be deareſi to me. O moving 

ry TWhrd:, interrupted Ferdinand ! What Wonders may they 

u- dot 'inforce ? Is it then poſſible that you do not hate me 


Bur, 


12 1DALIA: oe, Part I. 


But, continued he with a Sigh, how 7¹ 

muſt I be to credit them 2 D 
tiſce is plain; you fear my Power, and would delude 
my Wiſhes by 6 Falk Hope; but know I love too well, 
too violentiy, to leave ought to hereafter, which this 
Moment —_ Ms — If you would have me think 


you- mean my Ha s, grve me an mſtant P 
Now — me A 


and I ſhall feed I — ate with 
Hope of future Favours. --— In ſpeaking 'this, he 
mingled ſome Freedoms, which left but little Room 
to hope that any Thing could fave her; yet, thinking 
ſtill to ſooth him would be the moſt Way, 
O Heavens! relum'd ſhe, (ſiruggling with all her 
Force,] will you not then allow ſomething to my Sex's 
? Time and Afſiduity may make me yours, and 
on you the Guilt of Force. He would not ſuffer 
to proceed, but 3 his Preſſures, 'To wait 
ow — „ faid he, little ſuit the Violence 
42757 h a 1 pref The God of Love dif- 
dains all Delays : - --- Swiftly the zealous my 
ruſhes on his Wiſh, and baffles Oppoſition; cuts off, | 
once, Sighs, Tears, Entreaties, all the Repulſes that 
fiubborn Virtue or Afſetation inſpire in the relentleſs 
Fair, and proves the Deity indeed, Almighty. ---- Be- 
lieve me, lovely Maid, "4 whining Wretch. who ſues at 
(laviſh Diftance, dies at your Feet, nor dares aſpire to 
ſeize what Paſſion aims at, is but in Shew a Lover, the 
Flame he boaſts enervate, weak, and ſpiritleſs, like his 
Attacks ;\ but I by Deeds ſhall reſtify how much 
How much thou art a Villian, (cried Idalia, tranſported, 
at once, with Horror, Shame, and Rage,) _ m 
ſter! thou brutal Raviſher ! But ſince how haf 
- Regard due to thy own Honour, . 157 — 
Fame, die, (continued ſhe, ſnatching a Dagger, which, 
His upper Garment flying open in the Struggle, juſt 
then diſcover d itſelf,) die by her Hand whom thou 
baſely doſt —_— to wrong. It was as much as 
could do, by leaping lightly from her, to ——— 
Blow her Indignation had deſign d. It would have 
been eaſy for him to have w a 
Wards; 


A 


- 
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wards ;- but ſhe perceiving his Intent; turn'd the Point 
to her own Breaſt, las all the Saints and 
Angels to be Witneſſes of her Vow, {wore ſhe would 
| ite it thro! her Heart the Moment he attempted to 
diſarm her. No, barbarous Man, (puriu'd ſhe,) what- 
ever miſtaken Notions the Levity and fond Belief 
me of. our weak Sex may have mjpired thee with, 
thou now ſhalt there's one among us who dares 
meet Death to | 
Conſiderations of my noble Family, and Bernado's Power, 


behold and tremble at my Virtue's Bravery : ---- Bleſs 


now with Means to eſcape thy vile Deſign, I can no 
longer fear thee, nor need debaſe my juſt 7 0. ſo far 
as to entreat thee, The Fire which now darted from 
her Eyes, the aſſured Accent of her Voice, and the 


reſolute Air of all her Motions, ſufficiently declared 


ſhe would make no ſcruple of fulfilling the Proteſta- 
tion ſhe had made, Don Ferdinand was too ſenſibly 


A... 


Diſbonour. —- Since deaf to all the 


alarm d at it, to put it to the Venture, but imme- 


diately form'd a Stratagem which ſeem d more likely 
to ſucceed: Making uſe, therefore, of that Diſſimu- 
lation which thoſe who ſtudy the undoing Art are 
ſo well vers d in, he. dreſs'd his Eyes Face in 


Looks far different from thoſe they lately Wore; 


an humble Admiration. now ſeem d to take up 
all his Thoughts, and aw'd Deſire ſeem'd fearful to 
appear: He proſtrated himſelf before her, acknow- 
. Temerity of his Attempt, conjured her 
either to forgive him, or plunge the Dagger where 
ſhe firſt deſign d it, ſwore he would not hve in her 


Diſpleaſure ; and accompanied all he {aid with o m. 


ny Sighs, and ſuch well-counterfeited Contrition, that 


either her Vanity, (which often inclines Women too 
— * thoſe Faults which they imagine 
7 


cauſe Force of their own Charms, and the 
Violence of the Lover's Paſſion,) her good Nature, 
or perhaps a ſecret Liking of his Perſon, made it im- 
poſſible for her to deny, what he ſo earneſtly en- 
treated. The Grant, however, was not without Li- 
ee e eee ee 
it a 4 _ __ © ation 
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dition he never ſhould repeat it, and that he would 
not oppoſe her immediate Return to her Father's 


Houſe: Far be it from my Thoughts, replied the art- 


ful 8 7 would I deny 
_ gazing Eyes t oy 

one R e to , , gs if r 

to do but dit, What is it? faid Idalia. After 
-obrain'd 'a Pardon ni 


| eee ro 1 Terror: I am in to atk 
One Jews Let me conjure you, then, by all that 
1 ſs in pour Di 2 to tell me, and 
tell me truly, ( for fam I flatter my ambitions 
Wiſhes with a Hope my Services, in time, might move 
. "y0m,) if I can gain your noble Father's Leave to make 
my bumble A lication, will you conſent to hear me? 
7 —— which 
will repel the ſeft en, Love ? ---- O ſpeak! (con- 
tinued he, perceiving ſhe was ſilent,) J dread the 
-Certainty, yer am unable to endure the Torture of 

— -I know not, anſwer'd ſhe, bluſhing, F it 
bor ro ent with a Virgin Madeſiy, to anſwer a De- 
mand hke this, but ſometbing ſure muſt be allow'd to 
"the and Merits of Don Ferdinand; nor will 
| my eaſy Nature, when to fuch exalted 

1 Affectation, and confeſs I 
all, with Pride and Pleaſure, liſten to the Vows my 

ſhall command me to recerve from you. 

Tuc nothing could be more diſtant from the Soul 
of Don Ferdinand than the Deſign of ſolliciting Ber- 
nardo on any ſuch Account, yet the feigning it was 
of infinite Service to gain Time; which was all he 
Wanted. Examining the Hours, they found the 
N ht was fo far ſpent, that Tdxlia was'at her Wit's 
to think — 2 Excuſe ſhe ſhould make for her 
Jong Abſence. Ferdinand takin g the Advantage of 
Eva, Fear, Madam, ſaid he, bo T 'mmch doubt all I 


can ſay, after the Preſumption » 


, » 
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will be ſuſpected, I would adviſe you not to. go home 
till te he You will have 2 by then to 
think of ſomething plauſible to your Father's 
| Concern ; —- or you may go early to ſome Lady 
7 your Acquaintance, engage her to pretend you 
have been with her all Night. Till- then, this Houſe 
is at your Devotion; you ſhall be ſerv'd in all you com- 
hs. and, to prevent your Fears of my rela mto 
my late Error, I will myſelf go out of it. What cati- 
not an artful Diſſimulation engage one to? Idalia 
believed him now ſo entirely her Convert, that what 
he counſell'd did not in the leaſt alarm her; and the 
good Opinion ſhe-now had of him, and the Uncer- 
tainty in what Manner ſhe could excuſe. herſelf at 
home, made her willing to accept it. She had a 
little Shock, however, at lying at a Houle, which, 
by the Liberties Don Ferdinand had taken in it, ſhe 
could not imagine to be held by People of Honour; 
but the ſeeming penitent Lover removing that Scru- 
ple by aſſuring her that they were ſo much at his 
„2 that as ſoon as they ſaw there was an Al- 
teration in his Humour, theirs would immediate! 
acquieſce, ſhe at laſt conſented. to remain there ti 
Morning; but told him, ſhe expected the Performance 
of his Promiſe of going away himſelf. Madam, 
(anſwered he,) not all the Reluctanae I feel in myſelf 
.At Te the Roof where all my Hopes are treaſur d, 
hall oblige me to diſobey you. I go. this Moment; and 
that no needleſs Fears may diſturb the Repoſe I wiſh 
you, I entreat you will * me from the Door, and take 
with jon the Key, which alone could be the Paſſport to 
admit me here again. Idalia was ſo well pleas'd with 
the Care he expreſs'd of her Quiet, that ſhe again, at 
his Entreaty, confirm'd the Pardon ſhe had already 
granted, and took leave of him, with a Countenance 
Which teſtified her Words were in no way contra- 


dictory to her Heart. | a fart 
taken the Key, as he 


Os” * mu * * - 2 
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Ar ren his Departure, havi 
deſired her to do, into her Poſſeſſion, the ſuffer d her- 
ſelf to be oonducted by the People of the Houſe into 

| | a 
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a Chamber, and was not long before ſhe went to 
Bed: But it was impoſſible for Sleep to have any 
Power over her; Imagination was too buſy to 
fer the dull God's Approach; the Pleaſure ſhe took in 
being admir'd was too much rooted in her Nature, 
for the late Danger it had brought her into, to eraze; 
and the Joy of Peng an Adorer, ſuch as Don Ferdi- 
Hand, made full Amends for the Frights ſome Part of 
his Behaviour had put her in. From this Contempla- 
tion, which afforded heronly Delight, ſhe fell into one 
altogether as vexatious, which was the Neglect that Fo- 
rer had treated her with, in not coming to the Place he 
"had appointed her to be at; and if ſhe could have be- 
.heved it poſſible for any Man, who had ſeen her, to 
Feſieu her to a Rival, ſhe would not have been a 
'Stranger to the Truth; for ſhe, as well as all who had 
Acquaintance with him, was ſenſible of the Obliga- 
tions he had to Ferdinand. But this was the laſt 
© *Reafon ſhe could form; it was not without the greateſt 
Difficulty in the World ſhe could bring herſelf to any 
Notion of it, and perbaps ſhould have found out 
Tome other Motive for his Behaviour, leſs diſagree- 
ble to her to believe, if her Cogitations had not 
met * an Interruption ſhe was far from think- 
1 le | 
SR had look d on herſelf as ſafe where ſhe now 
Was, as in her Father's Houſe, thro' the double Se- 
curity of her Lover's Converſion, and having the 
Key of the Door: But, alas! ſhe too ſoon diſcover'd 
ber Miſtake. She had not been an Hour in Bed, be- 
fore ſhe felt the Clothes thrown off, and ſomething 
catch faſt hold of her. The Voice and Actions of the 
Perſon told her it was no other than Don Ferdinand, 
"as did his own Behaviour and Confeſſion afterward, 
that the Story of his Repentance was but forg'd, the 
- eaſier to betray her, and the Delivery of the Key only 
an Artifice to engage her Truſt, there being a Back- 
Door to the Houſe, by which he 0 en- 
loſet, 


= 
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ter d. and came into the Chamber thro” a 
Which had a Paſſage into another Room. 
* „ er 
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Wu a T was now the Diſtraction of this unhappy 
Lady, waked from her Dream of Vanity to certain 
Ruin! unavoidable Deſtruction! She rav'd, ſhe tore, 
did all that Woman could; but all in vain ! --- In the 
midſt of Shrieks and Tremblings, Cries, Curſes, 
Swoonings, the impatient Ferdinand perpetrated his 
Intent, and finiſh'd her Undoing. | 
IN the mean time, the —2 Father had been in 
all the Anxiety imaginable: e had ſent to every Place 
where he had Hope to find her, in ſearch of his dar- 
ling Daughter; till at laſt, all his Endeavours being 
vain, and the Lateneſs of the Night not bringing her, 
aſſured him ſhe could not be detained by any Occa- 
ſion which could merit his Approbation, he flew to 
her Chamber, broke open her Cabinet, — 
there might be a Probability of ſome Diſcovery; and 
finding there the Letters ſhe had received from Flo- 
rex, and, amongſt the reſt, that laſt fatal one which 
mention'd the Place of Aſſignation, he concluded 
her loſt; that either ſhe had diſpoſed of herſelf to 
ſome unworthy Match, or had been deluded into 
a much worſe Inconvenience. He could do nothing 
till Morning, either for his Satisfaction or Revenge; 
and all who have known the Grief of a beloved 
Child's Undoing, will eaſily gueſs at his. At Break 
of Day he ſent to the Officers of Juſtice for a M 
ſton to ſearch that Houſe, and produced the Paper 
which had occafion'd his iring it. It was imme» 
diately granted; and he had been inform d of the 
whole Tranſaction, had not the ſtrangeſt Accident 
that ever was was, skreened the injurious Contrivers 
of it for ſome Time from the Puniſnments their 
Crime was worthy of. a 5 
Don Ferdinand was endeavouring, by all the Per- 
—— mon Maſter _—_ bring the ruin'd Fair 
an Opinion ſhe was not ſo unhappy as ſhe thought 
herſelt; but all that he — ineffectual to 
give a Moment's Ceſſation to the Tempeſt of her 
Fury: Had any Means of Death been in her Power, 
ſhe would certainly not have out- lired the Loſs of 
a | Honour; 


— — 


cou d do, was to lament it. As they 


what to thi 
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Honour; but as he had taken care of that, all ſhe 
ployed, a lou ocking at the Chan — — 

yed, a loud Knocking at Chamber-Door 
obliged the ſurpris d Lover to quit his Bed, and ſee 
what had occaſion'd it. It was Florez, who hap- 
pening to paſs by Don Bernardo's Door, had ſeen a 
great Crowd about it; and enquiring the Reaſon, was 
told; They were going in ſearch of the young Lady 


of that Houſe, who, twas thought, had been con- 
vey d away by a Gentleman who pretended to court 


Her.---- This News was ſufficient to alarm the guilty 
Soul of him twas told to; and not doubting bur 
every Thing was diſcovered, had haſted to Ferdinand 
to apprize him of it. Without doubt, ſaid he, my 


I know not 
on it. He ſtood for a Moment or 
twoafter he had ſpoke this in a Pauſe; and that gave 
1dalia (who, by the Coming of Florez, and the Ad- 
vertiſement he brought, knew it was to his Deceit 


ſhe od: her Ruin) Liberty to vent ſome Part of 


her zuſt Rage in Curſes: and Reproaches. Neither 

of — Confuſion ſeem d to take much No- 

2 I Onan Re ſtarti 

from his Muſing, and catching up his Clothes, 

1 as faſt as he could. *Tis nom no Time, {aid 
, to 

cmmon 


er idle Railing, we muſt prepare for aur 
Safety. As ſoon as he had ſpoke theſe Words, 


be calbd for the Woman of the Houſe, who preſently 
came up, frighted almoſt to with the Account 
| che had receiv'd from 'Floyez, 


NET to dreſs 
'Tdalia with all the Expedition imaginable, \ biddi 

her not to be concern'd, for he had bethought him 
of a Way to retrieve all. But all that he, or _ or 
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Forex could do, was not to any purpoſe to perſwade 
- 14alia to riſe : She ſeem d, in the midſt of her An- 
iſh, to exult with Hope of Vengeance, and ſwore 
| ſhe would continue in the very Place and Poſture ſhe 
was in; and, by proclaiming her Wrongs, and the | 
Authors of them, put it all the Power of all their 
Artifice to eſcape the Puniſhment they feared. But, 
alas! her Reſolution ſtood her but in little ſtead on this 


Occaſion, the imminent Danger they were in made 


them diſpenſe with Ceremony, and ſhe was taken 
out of Bed by Force, and her Clothes, in what Manner 
they could, huddled on. As ſoon as ſhe was made 
made ready, he catch'd her in his Arms, and carried 
her down Stairs, bidding Florez look that nothing 
was left in the Chamber which might diſcover who 
had been there. The Houſe that join'd to that in 
. which they were, belong'd to a young Gentleman 
whoſe Name was Henriquez de Valago, an intimate 
Friend and Companion of Ferdimand's: Thither did 
he carry the diſconſolate Idalia, entreating him to be 
careful that her Deſpair acted nothing againſt her 
Life; and that he would conceal her from the View 
of all his Servants, and at Night convey her to Padua, 
to a Seat he knew he had in that City. Heri 
having faithfully promiſed to obey him in all 
Injunctions, he left him, and return'd-to Fhrex and 
the Landlady: The latter he bad be of good-Qomfort, 
there could be no Proof againſt her; and all ſhe had 
to do, was to be reſolute in her Denials; forwhich, 
the told her, he would not fail to recompence ber. 
Order, he went away 
with Florex at the Back- Door the very Moment 
that Bernardo, and thoſe he , werecommand- 
ing the other to be opened. The Woman, accord- 
ing to Directions. immediately 'obey'd, and ſo well - 
caunter feited a Surpriſe at the Demands they made. 
that a Perſon leſs intereſted than Don Bernardo would 
have believ'd her innocent; but the Letter was to 
him an Evidence ſuhſtantial; and tho in ſearching 


. 
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all the Care uſual: on ſuch Occaſions, there ſeemꝭd 
not the leaſt Ground to imagine the, or any other 
Perſons, © befide the Family, had been there, he was 
obliged to go away more wnſatisfyd, becauſe he 
wanted Proof, but as much ed as before, that 
this was the fatal Place which had deprived him of 
his Daughter. 4 itte 
FERDINAND, accompany'd by Florez, went 
directly to his own A ent; where having paſſed 
ſome Time in Conſultation 'in what Manner it was 
'beſt to proceed, at aſt it was concluded, that the 
latter ſhould remain there conceal d, till they ſhould 
find out by what Means the Diſcovery had been made; 
and it the Cuſtom of the former every Morning 
to attend the Doge, he new dreſſed him, and at the 
- * uſual Hour went to the Palace, which he found 
*crowded by a great Number of the Nobility and Se- 
"nators, who, he was inform'd by ſome of them, 
were ſummon d by the Doge on an Affair relating to 
Don Bernardo. It is eaſy to believe his Thoughts 
were not a little perplex'd, to find the Affair 
made ſo great a Noiſe; but veiling his Confuſion as 
much as poſſible, he mingled with the Company that 
were going into the Room where his Uncle expected 
to receive them. The Morning Salutations were 
ſcarce over. when the unhappy Bernardo enter'd, and 
made his Complaint with ſo moving an Air, that fewo 
tat heard him, but pity d his Misfortune. The Doge 
entreated him to be of Comfort, aſſured him, that 
nothing in the Compaſs of his Power ſhould be 
wanting for his Redreſs; and that, if by any Means 
the Perſon who had injur d him could be detected, 
the Offender, tho found in the neareſt and moſt 
dear Relation of his own, ſhould not be 
trom the ſevereſt Puniſhment the Law or his Re- 
venge requir d. The mouraful Father made his Com- 
pliment for theſe Aſſurances in as handſome a Manner 
as his Grief would give him leave; and having finiſh'd 
it, to relate all the Circumſtances he knew 
of his Misfortune, which was the finding of the Let- 
Lt _ ters, 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. x 


ters, one of which had ſo punctually nominated that 


Houſe for the Place ſhe was to come to; but that 
having been ſearch' d, and nothing of Proof to be 


made that ſhe had been there, it Was not impoſſible 


but ſome Perſon, to confound their Examination, 
might have writ it on Purpoſe. All that remain d 
was to endeavour to diſcover by whom theſe Letters 
were writ, for there was no Name to any of them, 
(1dala having forbid it, that her Correſpondence with 
Florez might not by any Accident be found out.) 
Bernardo produced them to the View of the whole 
Aſſembly, and the Doge earneſtly adjur d all preſent, 
that it they could in the leaſt gueſs by. the Style or 


Character who was the Author, they would imme-- 


diately declare it: But every one affirm'd himſelf en- 
tirely ignorant; and Ferdinand now hugg d himſelf in 
a ful Security that this firſt Brunt being paſt, nothing 
could hereafter prejudice him, or Forex, on the Ac- 


count of Idalia: But the Solemnity with which he 


had heard his Uncle proteſt to Don Bernardo, that if 


the Perſon who could by any Means 


be diſcover d, the ſtricteſt Severity of Juſtice ſhould 
be his Portion, made him extremely cautious in what 
Manner he behav'd. He forbore, therefore, to viſit 
Idalia while ſhe was conceal'd at the Houſe of Don 
Henriquez, nor would for ſome Days after he knew 
ſhe was carry d to Padua, go there. 
Bur while the Succeſs of this Adventure afforded 
a good deal of ſatisfactory; Matter of Converſation to 
thoſe. who were the Contrivers of it, whenever they 
were together, the miſerable Bernardo paſs d his Hours 
in a Condition pit yable by all but thoſe who had oc- 
ſiond it: He refuſed to eat or drink, ſhut himſelf 
from all Society, and ſuffer d not the Light ot Heaven 
to enter at his mournful. Windows. In vain his 
Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance, endeavout d to 
perſwade him to —— Sarrows ;--+- in vain 
the Religions of all Orders ſent their daily Remon- 
ſtrances, how unlavvful it was to gin Way. to 1 


* * 


mmoderate Griet !- He was. nut to be moy dʒ h 
* was 
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was not to be comforted ; ---and it was look d on as 
almoſt a Miracle, that Age, ſo oppreſs'd, ſunk not be; 
neath the Burden of an Anguiſh ſufficient to have 
weigh'd down Touch. 

Bur to return to 1dalia : ---- Never Man had a 
Task more difficult, than Henriquex found in exe- 
cuting the Charge Don Ferdinand had given him. 
That wretched Lady was ſo bent on Death, that there 
_ the utmoſt Caution to prevent the Miſchief 

her Fury threaten d; a hundred Times, in that 
one Day ſhe dec rw 'd in his Houſe, had ſhe attem 
on her Life; and when he had put her into a G 
which he had order d to be made ready for that pur- 
poſe, he was: obliged: to hold her the whole Time of 
their little Voyage in his Arms, or the River Brent 
1 O cruel, barbarous Man ! ſaid 
ſhe, why will rr 
like mine? — * to dif always: --- 
ar al he Power of Heaven . 

ce me to drag this Load of I and Whe ! 

—_— — 4 — With _ like S - 
w were ſtill accompany d with tearing of her 
Hair, her Garments, — her very Fleſh, 
did the expreſs the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul, " what” 
ever he attempted to divert her Deſperation : But how 
dangerous is it th ot mn — g and —— 


in Co 
preralng Force bas Peavy wr ewe yeh — 


action, nor the wild Horror which ſat on her 
— — which four 
— The Fire tion v 
P 
very Confufion of her Air had ſomething in 
it; and Henrique 


Delign of ſerving Ferdinand he had undertaken an Of- 


ges fatal to his own Repoſe, He ſtruggled, how- 


ever, with all the Force he was able, to withſta 
firſt Emotions of his Paſſion, . 
Injuſtice ſuch Sentiments would make him guy of 
to a Friend who had entruſted him, but alſo 
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part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 23 
ſelf was under Obligations of Conſtancy to a Lad 
who had preferr d him to the whole World. 4 
Bor, alas! what Ties, what Obligations, what 
Engagements are ſufficient to bind the roving Heart 
of faithleſs Man? Untaſted Pleaſures ſtil} are thought 
the ſweeteſt : Donna Lawra ( for ſo was ſhe call'd, 
the Memory of whoſe Charms this new Beauty was 
inning to eraze) had already been too bounteous 
of her Favours to make the almoſt ſated — | 
over ſollicitous of the Continuance of them: He had, 
however, more Gratitude than many of his Sex can 
Et boaſt, and, as I have already ſaid, endeayour'd for 
= ſome Time very ſtrenuouſly to repel the Aſſaults of 
= any new Deſires to her Prejudice; and tis not alto- 
gether impoſſible (though not exceeding probable, con- 
= tidering the Charms of Idalia, and the Inconſtancy 
RE which is natural to Mankind) that his Efforts might t 
not have been unſucceſsful, had not herſelf 
4 w__ her Undoing. Rt. | . 
EVER Woman was of a more haughty, jealous; 
and impatient Diſpoſition, than this Lady; and having 
ſome Time before made Henriquez a of a 
little Mooriſh Page, with a Deſign to be a Spy on his 
Actions, was by him inform'd that his Maſter had 
order'd a G to wait him about Sun-ſet at the 
River Brent; and that he had commanded his Ser- 
vants not to diſcover to any Perſon after his Depars 
ture which Way he was gone. This was ſufficient 
to alarm her with an A „that ſomething 
mult have occaſion'd this Secrecy; and the rather, 
becauſe ſhe had ſent twice that Day to deſire to ſpeak 
with him, and he had both Times excuſed himſelf 
from coming, pretending Indiſpoſition. She-imme- 
diately, as jealous Women do, imagin'd the worſt, 
was certain in her own Mind that a new Miſtreſs had 
him from her, and that it could be with no 
he intended to leave Venice:+ She preſently ſup- 
pos d it muſt be to Padua he was going; and not able 
to a>, ar the Torments'of Suſpence, reſoly'd to be 
there him; and that no Notice might be taken 
of 


- 


5 


mounted by nothing but the Indignation of Lawys, 
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of her Deſi „would not command her own Gon- 
Aula, tho had a very fine one, to be prepared, 
but got into one of thoſe common ran Which 
| ug wait te carry ordinary P 2 — 
uently been at the Houſe which nrique 

had at Padua, and | tiny — =x it _ 
gr. eats her, and were not at all ſurpris'd to ſee 
| Derr y when ſhe told am that their Maſter 

there next Morni But the Confuſion 
5 nth b ch Henriquez at his Arrival beheld her there, 
may more eaſil ba imagin'd than deſcribed ; there- 
fore /I ſhall only ſay it was ſuch as could be ſur- 


When, by the Si — — him, ſhe had 10 
much Reaſon to believe her Suſpicions were too juſt: 
She flew..on him with all the Reproaches that her 
Rage, and the. Confirmation of 2 could 
ſt ; to which he gave but little Anſwer, till 
he had conducted his s lovely Charge to a > Fa 
ber, and appointed a Servant to watch and attend her. 
At his Return to the Room where he had left Lawra, 
he endeavour'd to allay the Fury ſhe was in, by telling 
ber part of the Truth: "He aſſured her that it Was not 
on his own Account that he had been at the Pains of 
1 bf that Lady thither, but conceal'd the Name 
of erſon for whole fake he had done it, being 


| 2 — ble ob dale ring a = 7 per 
that he could _ ſeem'd but ſo many Excuſes, and 
was incffecual to alleviate her Paſſion. ---- She Joaded 
kim with Curſes and U 8. ſwore never to 
{cc him more. Nor could all his Entreaties pre- 
Vail on her to continue a Moment longer in his 
Houſe; but taking Advantage ot the Gondula which 
bad brought him and 1dalia, left him, with a Vow: 
never to 516 till ſhe had meditated a Revenge ſuitable 
; * his Perfidiouſneſs. WHEN 
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Wu N once a Woman has diſpoſed of every * 
is ter Foe e matt e och, : 
fond Compliance with her Lover's Will, char can 
maintain her Empire o er his Heart. The Power 
which once this Lady had, was already ſhock'd by 
the newer and more potent Charms of the incom- 

le Idalia; and the Violence of her impatient Jea- 
louſy bringing to his Remembrance a thouſand Faults 
in her Humour, which in the Noon of Paſſion's Sun 
were hid, but now, in the Wane of his Affections, ap- 
pear'd in their worſt Colours, wo. N Gon 

appear diſtaſteful to his ſofter Sentiments, but 
ſeem juſtly ſo to thoſe which Reaſon had the . 
Share in inſpiring. He knew not, 2 to 8 
Extremes —— Ind 4 — might tran ore By | 
to prevent what ht contrive, thought it the 
beſt way to remove Idalia. He had a little Villa 
at Vicenza, about a Day's Journey from Padua, in 
the Road 8 — t leaſantly ſituated 
Places in all Italy, having its mol plat on a Hill, 
which afforded a Proſpedt of the whole Country 
round for many Miles. The Sweetneſs of the Air, 
and the V of rural Diverſions ſhe might find 
there, he hop'd might have an Influence over her 
Melancholy, and in time wear off the Bitterneſs of 
2 aig Reflections which at preſent ſhe was 
o full o 

He delay'd the Execution of this Deſign no longer 
than the next Day ; and as nothing violent is erer of 
any long Continuance, thro? his Perſwaſions, and the 
Meaſures he made uſe of to effect it, the deſperate. 
Emotions which had with ſo much Fury i in 
the Soul of Idalia, began by little and little to abate ; 
and the wonderful Relpe, and prodigious Tender- 
neſs with which ſhe found herſelf treated by this new 
Adorer, by degrees entirely reconciled her to Life. 
He obſerv'd it with Joy; and Ys, deſirous to diſ- 
cover more, one Day, as ere ſitting ky wr . 
he entreated her to com kim ſom 
9 ſinoere Eten and Admire 
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tion be profeſſed to have for ber. - He. aſſured her 


there was nothing ſo difficult that he would not 
undertake for her fake; and to ſound. her Inclinations, 
begg'd ſhe would have Confidence enough in him to 
acquaint him with what ſhe would have done: 


Do not, Madam, ſaid he, conſider yourſelf as under a 
Reſtraint, while at Vicenza: N nothing in the Wor 


* 


can afford me a Foy. adequate to that of gazing on you, 
yer if you are determined to return to your Father, my. 


ſelf ſhall conduct you to him, and endeavour to invent 


ſome Excuſe which may ſhadow over the true Cauſe 
— e — Or 7 you can enough forgive the wt 


of raging Paſſion, to yield to the Affectious of Don Fer- 
dinand, tho to the eternal Ruin of my own ardent 
Wiſhes, at Padua you ſhall meet him ; for doubtleſs he 


will ſoon be there to take you from me: Or if there 


be any Thing in this Place ſo agreeable to you, as to make 
you willing to 5 8 me with your Reſidence in it, here 
remain ſafe both from. your Father's Power, and the 
- Sollicitatyns of all you would avoid. This Offer ap- 


peared ſo generous, that Idalia was infinitely: charm d . 


with it; and after a little Pauſe, I am ſo much ob- 
lig'd, reply d ſhe, to your Honour and good Nature, 


mce I have been here, that it is not without the utmoſt 


_ Confuſion I reflect on my Manner of treating you when 
J was firſt put in your Power. As you had no hand in 


Undoing, I ought to have reſerved my Reproaches 
fer thoſe who alone are worthy of them; ---- and to the 
reſt of your Obligations I ſee you are willing to add that. 


' pardonmg what my Madneſs uttered : But, continu- 
d ſhe, with an Air wholly compoſed of Sweetneſs, 
for this laſt Favour I know not with what Words to 


thank you : --- There's ſomething in it beyond the Reach 


of Gratitude; and "tis in my Acceptance only that I 


can prove how truly I am touch'd with it. To re- 
turn to Venice I never can conſent: My Reputation blaſted, 


and ruin d by my Father's haſty Zeal, in publiſhing this 
Adventure, I ſhowd become the Feſt o every ſawcy 


Girl that envy'd me before: ---- My Spirit cd not 


va. wid; 


Gear it, te. No, foſe 1 
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thre" the pitileſs World ! ---- a Grave wou d now be pre 
ferable to my Father's Houſe" ----- But as to Ferdi 
nand! - the Villain! Monſter that has undone 
me! --— Hell, Hell, is not ſo dreadful as the Thoughts 
of ſeeing him ' again ! ----- Then, Madam, cry d the 
tranſported Henrique x, interrupting her, I may hope 
4 will continue here ? For ſome time, reſum'd the; if 
you grow not-weary of ſo troubleſome a Gueſt, I'll ſtay 
till J have di} od of myſelf either in a Monaſtery, or 
ſome other Place. Tis caſy to ſuppoſe with how 
much ture the enamour'd Henriquez heard her 
ſpeak theſe Words: There paſſed between em ſe- 
veral Proteſtations of Love and Adoration on the one 
fide, and Eſteem and Gratitude on the other; and at 
laſt entring into a Diſcourſe what Method was moſt 
er to make uſe of for the preſerving her in that 
iberty ſhe deſir d, they both thought it beſt that he 
| ſhould" leave her there, and return to Padua before 
the coming of Ferdinand; and miſſing him, ſhould 
| diſcover he had carry'd her to any other Place; and. 
that at their firſt meeting, he ſhould counterfeit the 
4 greateſt Concern imaginable for not having been able 
1 to diſcharge the repoſed in him; and withal, 
3 
n 


dreſs up a Story of her having made her eſcape by 
Night from his Houſe. This being concluded on, 
he took Horſe immediately for Padua, where had 
happened a Diſturbance he little expected to hear of. 
The malicious Lawra, doubly diſappointed in her 
Love and Pride, meditated nothing but Revenge; 
and tho' ſhe had never ſeen Idalia before ſhe met 


at — — Houſe, nor could be certain ſhe was 
that Lady whoſe Elopement had made fo great a 
Noiſe at Venice, yet it came into her Head to report 
it, not doubting but Don Bernardo would take fach 
meaſures to aſſure himſelf, as would infallibly expoſe 
her Rival. She thought, that if it were wie) Idalia, 

as there was nothing improbable but it ſhould, the 
Father's juſt Indignation would not only be the Ruin 
of his Paſſion, by — 1 bar of her Sight for 

C 2 


ever, but alſo the eternal tion of his Fortune, 
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and perhaps his Life; for there was not any Thing 
too violent for her Rage to vriſh inflicted on him: 
And that if it ſhould happen to be any other Woman, 
the Diſcovery who ſhe was, and the Opportunity it 
would give of blaſting her Reputation, would be 
ſome little Satisfaction for the Loſs of Henri 
With this View ſhe took a Pen, and employ'd it to 
Don Bernareh, i in the Manner following: 


To Don BERNAR DO. 


r | O receive an Injury, yet to be, by our Ignorance 
the Perſon who offers it, 22 of the Means 


hen Vengeance or Redreſs, I look upon as a Vexa- 
equal to what the Misfortune itſelf occa- 
i, and have too great a Senſe of what n Father's 
Heart muſt feel in a Diſappointment like , to with- 
bold a Secret which may afford ſame ſort of 4 _ 
action to 
l THE fair 14alia, your unhappy beer, either too 
fatally enſuared by the Inſmuations of the moſt Vicious 
and Perſidious of his Sex Don Henriquez de Velago, 
or betrayd to his Power by ſome Artifice yet more 
baſe, was lodg d in his Honſe, perhaps in his Bed, when 
au were vainly ſearching for 2 in another Place: 
ur he, with reaſon, fearing the amorous Theft unſafe 
zo be long detain'd at Venice, has ſmce carry d her to 
Padua, where he now revels in her Ruin, and inn 
in Security, 

'TWOULD be but impertinent to inſtrucĩ you 
what to do ; your own Wiſdom and Paternal Care will 
need no Admonitions with what Expedition you ſhow'd 
haſte, I will not ſay to ſave, but to revenge a Daugh- 
ter; therefore will trouble you no farther than to en- 
treat your Pardon for — am Name to this Ad- 


vertiſement, n 
Your unknown Hurble Servant. 
q F 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 29 
A Reader of the moſt „ e ley 
imagine this Letter had the Effect on Don Bernar 

it was writ for: He forgot his Age, and the Indiſpo- 
ſition his late Griefs had thrown him in; he deferr'd 
going to Padua no longer a Time than the Neceſſity 
of getting thoſe People who were to accompany him 
requir'd : But this unhappy Gentleman had to his 
- other Calamity this added, of being twice as he be- 
liev'd at the Point of detecting the Author of his 
. Misfortune, and as often finding his Expectations 
diſappointed 5 for the Servants of Henriquez were 
all of them too faithful to utter the leaſt Syllable of 
what they knew; and Bernardo doubted not but he 
had been a ſecond Time abuſed, and preſently ima- 
gin'd the Perſon who had writ the other Letter to 
—_— his Search, had alſo been the Contriver of 
Bur tho there was nothing of Idalia to be heard, 
this Adventure was the Occaſion of bringing to 
light another Secret; which afterward being blaz d 

abroad, was Matter enough of Difcourſe for the whole 
-Town for a long time. Having left Henriquez's 
Houſe, with a Deſign never to trouble any other 
without ſome more evident Demonſtration that they 
were not impoſed on, as they paſs'd by a Vineyard 
adjoining to it, they happen'd to ſee a Country Fel- 
low pruning the Vines; it came into the Head of 
ſome one of thoſe who were with Bernardo, to en- 


- Quire of him if he had not ſeen a Lady at his Maſ- 


ter's. The Ruſtick's Simplicity gave hopes he would 
not deny the Truth, or if he did, it would be in 


ſuch a manner, as they might eaſily diſcover it; and 


indeed had a Secret been in his keeping, there was 
little Probability it would long continue ſo. He 


preſently told them, a Lady had there ſome few 


ys before; and, faid he, tis rumour'd here at Pa- 


Aua, that ſhe is Don Henriquez's Miſtreſs.---- Some 
Tay" that he is to marry her, but by the Maſs I be- 
lieve nothing: of it; for chancing to be in the Grove 
behind the Houſe, who did I {ce come in but theſe 
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two kifling and toying; they did not think-T took 
any Notice I fay no more; but if ever he is her 
-Husband, I have loſt my Aim — that's all. Theſe 
Words, which could not be imagin'd to be utter d 
with any other Deſign than what the Manner of 
them expreſs'd, the Reale ſome People, eſpecially 
of his Degree, take in ſpeaking all they know, made 
poor Bernardo ready to ſink into the Earth: He was 
now ſure it was Idalia that the Fellow meant, and the 
Horror which ſeiz d his before half- broken Heart, 
was now ſo great, to hear this ſeeming, Confirmation 
of the Diſhonour of his Family and Ruin of his 
Child, that he had neither Voice or Spirit to ask 
more. But the others, being leſs inter in what 
they heard, had Preſence of Mind enough to 
many other Queſtions to him; a the reſt, w 
ſort of a Woman ſhe was who had ſo familiar 
with Don Henriquez; if ſhe was tall or ſhort, black 
or fair; of what Age ſhe appeared to be; and if he 
had ever ſeen her before, or knew of her having 
been at his Maſter's Houſe any other Time than that 
he ſpoke of in the Grotto. To moſt of theſe Inter- 
rogatories the Fellow made ſuch Replies as gave no 
Certainty whether it was the Lady they were in 
ſearch of, or not; till to the laſt, that of how often 
ſhe had been there, he told them, it had been her con- 
ſtant Cuſtom to come and tarry two or three Nights 
at a Time, whenever Henriquez was at Padua, as 
long as he had been employ'd in working there, 
which had been above two Years. This Account 
did no way agree with a Belief that it could be Ida- 
lia, who had never been one Night abſent from her 
Father's Houſe till that fatal one, in which he had 
begun his Search; which ſome of em ſaying, and 
chancing to mention her Name, — Alas! cry d the 
Country man, youu are miſtaken, Gentlemen, I do not 
know any thing of the Woman wy She I mean 
is called Donna Lawra de avi , Widow of Don Ja- 
; = de Savila: I was. once a Servant. of her Huſ- 
band's, and am as well acquainted with her Face - 


— 
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my own. There was not a Perſon in this Company 
but knew this Lady; but there was one among em 
whom theſe Words did more particularly influence: 
He had for a long Time had, a Paſſion for her, and 
finding all the 99 5 — he could make uſe of 
were in vain to engage any other Return than Diſ- 


dain, his lighted Tenderneſs (as tis common enough, 


eſpecially among the Iralians) was now converted to 
as violent an Averſion; and nothing on Earth could 


have been ſo agreeable to the Sentiments with which 
he now confider'd her as this Account, which gave 
him ſo fair an Opportunity of affronting, and expo- 


ſing her; which at their Return to Venice he took 
care to do, with ſuch a witty Inveteracy, that the 
once ex 855 admired Lawra ſavv herſelf in a 
little time the Ridicule of all who knew her; and 
not able to endure the Diſreſpe&t of thoſe Reflec- 


tions which even her very Preſence did not filence, 


and as little in a Capacity of revenging it, her 
Charms being almoſt paſt the Bloom, and her 


Wealth, by former te 4 ares very near exhauſ- 
J 


ted, out of Humour 'with World, and deteſti 


all Mank ind, ſhe retir'd to a Relation's Houſe whi 


few reſorted to, who had any Knowledge of her, 


and indulg'd her Diſcontent, that a Misfortune ſhe 


deſign d 'another, had fo-juſtly fallen on herſelf.” 


Bor this happen'd not till after ſhe had ſeen one 
Part of her indignant Wiſh fulfilbd, the Death of 
Hemiquex; which, tho' not brought about by any 
Contrivance of her own, ſhe look'd upon as inflicted 


on him by the Juſtice of Providence, for his Ingra- 
titude and Perfidiouſneſs to her. I 

Ar his Return to Padua, tis hard to fay whether 
his Surpriſe to hear his Houſe had been ſearch'd, or 


the Joy he conceiv'd that the Danger of it was fo 
well over, had the greateſt Share in his Soul. But 


his Contentment was only of a ſhort Continuance: 


Deſigning to go immediately to Venice, thinking it 
the more effeckunl 


ctual Way to take off all Apprehenſions 
of Don Ferdinands ever expecting to. find Idalia 
C 4 with 


\ 
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with him, to go to him with the Story he had 
form'd of her Eſcape, than to wait his coming to 
ſeek her at Padua. He was juſt preparing to ſet 
out, when he was told that Don Ferdmand was 
alighted at the Gate: He went to receive him with 
the Familiarity which the 5 4 Friendſhip that had 
been between them render d the moſt obliging; but 
before he had time to mention what he intended 
about 1dalia, the other was beginning to make him 
a thouſand Acknowledgments for Care he had 
2 preſerving her for him. To what an in- 
dear Friend, ſaid he, am I oblig'd to 
for the ee. have had in ſecuring for me a 
* pre he your Goodneſs have been ut- 
2 7 realy of ! that I can Jay, will be too little 
xpreſs the Gratitude I feel; --- but be aſſured the 
1 in my Remembrance ; each 
Moment that bleſſes me with my lov/d Idalia Sight, 
will alſo remind me it is to « 7 am indbred for the 
Rapture. ---- Alas, my Lor 
A confounded at — i 
1 to him mA ER 
deſerving, ) 1 wiſh to Heaven it m owey 
= have any way contributed to but 
8 were 3 I know what you 
cry'd Ferdinand, not ſuffering him to 
bane att — Fair has Joan om 
all e Arguments you could urge in — 

Oy - 000 OW. Time and A 
continued Tenderneſs —_—_ wok 
Ying 75 42 oy the Violence of my burnmg Paſſion 
ha yet * 8 age 2 haſte, purſu d 
8 enriquez | haſte, and conduti me to 
23 3 my 933 Heart at high with raging 

Love; — this tedious Abſence which the Fear of 
AT and by that means loſing her for ever, — 
have occaſion d, has made me wild with 
e Impatience 1 7 barn, J bleed, I die to ſee her! 
Can it be poſſible, reſlum'd Henriquez coldly, this 


mighty Longing , this ardent Wiſhing for one gp 


* 
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Charms alre have rifled; can the Deſire of 
Be 2522 known, ee eager Tranſports ? --- 
Il ſtrange indeed, reply'd Ferdinand; but would not 
ſeem ſo, could you have any Notion hom much beyond 
her Sex Idalia is! --- how charming, even in the midſt of 
Rage and Grief !--— Her very Frowns have more At- 
trations in em thau the moſt melting Softneſs of any 
other Woman! I am ſorry for it, ſaid Henriquez, and 
if Wiſhes could avail, would willmgly loſe Part of my 
Blood, ſhe ſeem d leſs worthy your Eſteem. 
Tux Surpriſe of the enamour'd Ferdinand at theſe 
Words can hardly be repreſented, much leſs the Rage 
with which he liſten'd to that Story the other had 
d. to deceive him into a Belief of her Flight. 
here is nothing in the World more difficult than to 
conceal Love from him who is a Lover, but much 
more ſo, when the fame Object enflames them both; 
beſides, there are ſo many little Heſitations in the tel- 
ling an Untruth, eſpecially with thoſe who do not 
uſually practiſe it, that a nice Obſerver may eaſily 
diſcern the Difference. Don Ferdinand was too pal- 
fionate an Admirer of Idalia's Perfections, not to be- 
lieve it highly probable another might think of her as 
he did; and, by the Force he had made uſe of to gra- 
2 his Deſires, one might know he was not ſo great 
a Bigot to the Rules of Honour, as co imagine they 
had Power to reſtrain Appetite. He forbore, how- 
ever, to interrupt the other while he was ſpeaking; 
but as he found him ſilent, he broke out into all t 
Exclamations the Falſhood he believed himſelf treated 
with deſerved. Henriquex, willing to preſerve his 
Friendſhip, but reſolute not to forego Idalia, made 
a thouſand Imprecations to aver the Truth of what 
he faid, but to no Purpoſe ; and had it really happen d 
as Henriquez pretended, tis probable; he would have 
found it a hard Matter to have gain'd Credit from 
this impatient Lover. Fierce and tempeſtuous in his 
Nature when any Thing diſpleaſed him, he let him 
know he ſaw through, and diſdain'd the feeble Arts 
with which he ** impoſe on him, = 
& 


<? 


. 
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bid him once for all bring forth Idalia, or anſwer 
his Demand with his Sword. Henrique x would 
very fain have evaded either, but finding him ielf 
preſs d Refuſal, and abſolutely bent not to com- 

ly with the former, he was obliged to do ſo to the 

tter, or prove himſelf a Coward. The Place agreed 
on for the Deciſion of this fatal Controverſy, was a 
Field adjoining to Henriquez's Houſe; and Ferdinand 
going there before, to avoid Suſpicion of their Quar- 
rel, the other promiſed to follow him immediately. 
Ir was not without the greateſt Concern that 
Henrique x found himſelf involv'd'in this unhappy Ne- 
eeſſity, either to be miſerable for ever in the Loſs of 
Ilalia, or become the Enemy of a Perſon whom he 
had long conſider d as the moſt Intimate of his Friends, 
and one in whoſe Power it was to do him many ill 
Offices with the Doge, on whom he, as well as the 
other, had a Dependance. But what Conſiderations 
are of force apainſt- Love? After two' or three Mo- 
ments —— he ſat him yore and writ a DN 
which he gave to a truſty ant, ordering him to 
carry it with all Secrecy and Speed to his Villa at Vi- 
venza, and deliver it to Idalia; and then immediately 
went to the Field, ' where the enraged Ferdinand im- 
patiently expected him. 1 
Art Words, much to the fame Purpoſe as thoſe 

they had entertain d each other with in the Houle, 
having paſt between them, the new-made Enemies 
drew their Swords, and running againſt each other 
with greater Force than Art, each more aiming to 
reach his RivaPFs Life than defend his own, both had 
their Wiſh; the unfortunate Henrique x loſt his at the 
firſt Puſh, and his Antagoniſt having receiv'd his Death's 
Wound, though yet ignorant of it, ſeeing him fall, 
was about to make his Eſcape, when, on a ſudden, 
he found himſelf unable, and that he: ſhould ſoon loſe 
both the Triumph of having overcome his Fee, and 
the Danger of the Puniſhment the Law inflicts on 
Duelliſts. He ſurviv'd not the other above half an 
Hour, as the Chirurgeons, who afterwards 5 
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Proof, that her Beauty, like a fatal Comet, was deſtruc- 


tive to all on whom it had any Infiuence, and ſeem d 
given her in ſo extraordinary a Proportion, only to 


make her Misfortunes more conſpicuous. 


SER, who little dream'd of this fatal Cataſtrophe, 


was, in the mean time, entertaining herſelf with 
Ideas of a far different Nature: Had;ſhe been leſs con- 


ſcious of her own. Excellencies, ſhe could not have 


been blind to the Admiration which every Word and 


Action teſtify d Don Henriquez had of them. She 


ſaw plainly that he lov'd her, and lov'd her with a 
Paſſion which was not to be accounted leſs violent, 
becauſe it was more reſpectful than that of Don Fer- 
dinand : Her Pride, however, would certainly have pre- 
ferr'd the latter, becauſe of his ſuperior ity, 
could ſhe have entertain'd the leaſt Hope, that after 
what had happen'd he would marry her. But young 
and vain as ſhe was, ſhe flatter d not herſelf wit 
ſuch a Hope ; and for that Reaſon, as well as for the 
Violence he had uſed her with, he was the Object of 
her extremeſt Deteſtation. But as for Henriquex, ſhe 
began to conſider, that if his Deſigns were honoura- 
ble, as he had never given her any Cauſe to ſuſpect 

were not, ſne might, by becgming his Wife, 
take off the Odium, which, by her being gone from 
her Father's Houſe, had been caſt on her Reputation. 
And this appear'd ſo laudable a Wiſh, that ſhe thought 
it would be an Indiſcretion greater than any ſhe Fa 
yet been guilty of, ſhould ſhe refuſe it. She thought 
of nothing therefore but the Manner in which ſhe 
ſhould conſent, which ſhe doubted not but he would 
ask at his next Coming to Vicenza: 1 
I BouBrT not but the Reader will be pretty much 
ſurpris d to find ſhe could ſo eaſily be brought from 
one Extreme to another; and that ſhe, Who but a 
few Days before; was all Deſpair and Rage, was 
already grown ſo temperate and calm: But there was 
a happy Inſtability in this Lady's Nature, which — 
U ven 
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the Bodies, imagin d; and the untimely Death of 
theſe two unhappy Gentlemen gave Idalia the firſt 
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vented her from regretting any Thing for a 

together; and it was this Di tion which carry'd 
her thro' a Sea of innum Troubles, each of 
which would have been ſufficient to haveoverwhelm'd 
another Woman. The Treachery with which her 
Confidence had been abus d by Horex, the irreparable 
Injury her Virtue had received from the brutal Paſ- 
ſion of Ferdmand, and the Grief which ſhe was ſen- 
ſible the Loſs of her was to her afflicted Father, were 
now no 'more remember'd, or confider'd only as 
Vexations which the gaining a Husband ſo merito- 

rious as Henriquez, would amply compenſate. 
- In Contemplations therefore, not diſpleaſing, did 
-ſhe paſs her Time; till about the third Day after the 
of Henriquez, one of the Servants whom 
be had left to attend her, came running haſtily into 
the Room where ſhe was, and told her, That Don 
Myrtano, Brother to his Maſter, deſir d to ſpeak with 
ber. She cou'd have no Apprehenſions of the true 
Reaſon of this Viſit, and imagining only that ſome 
Accident having detain'd Henrique⁊ longer than he 
defign'd, he commiſſion'd him to her of it, 
went to receive him without any Concern, or Boding 
of the Miſeries which this fatal Interview drew on 


Ayr rx the firſt Civilities were over, Madam, 
Rid he, I have a Letter for you, which you ought to 
have receiv'd before; but the ſame unhappy Accident 
which delay'd the bringing it, has alſo been the Cauſe 
of my breaking it open ; a Rudeneſs, I confeſs, which 
' wothmg but the Occaſion could excuſe. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he deliver'd a Paper to her, which was 
the fame that Henriquex had writ to her the Moment 
before he fought with Ferdinand. The melancholy 
Air of his Deportment, and the Sighs which accom- 
ye his Expreſſions, gave her ſufficient Reaſon to 

ieve there was ſomething extraordinary to be told 
her: But fhe ſuſpended the leſſer Curioſity, to 4 
the greater, of knowing what this Letter contain d; 
which opening haſtily, ſhe found in 0 
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2 her Power, and the Effects 
wrought on me, what 1 am now about to Ac- 
quaine ber with, would be a Proof. 
on Ferdinand, either fuſpetting the Ae which 
inſpir'd me to decerve him with, or re 
42 le little — xl ſeem'd to have of the Truſt be repo'd 
in me, — my Life for the e my Crime. 
1 go this Moment to anſwer the Revenge. 
I cannot blame him; 27 Man 9 at ſo ineſti- 


mable a Treaſure as your Leve, ſhould, for thas Bleſſmg, 
all 2X — and — View 


[27 Thing were wantin 10 wake my Charmer fas: 


i is, — 9% renee the Falſity I have 


told him, tho at the Ex * Blood. 

Bur, 5 er ”, 45 this fatal Conteſt, Fate 

ma with me, 1 this O pouring 

out Mille o ff onde Wiſhes vr 2 
ance, that whatever is decreed for my 

You 7 | 


govern my immortal Part; tbe — 
e Go —— 
— 2 full of : — — 


Heart, but nat eraze t 
bright Idea — 


he P h d will bav 
bring 2 577 1 fell Bll ane, 3 


Your Adorer 3 


HENRIQUEZ DE VELAGO: 


IDALIA'was too much intereſted in the Life 
of Don Henriquez, not to be impaticnt to hear the 
Iſſue of this Quarrel mention'd in the Letter; which 
being inform d of by his Brother, ſhe ſwoon d away, 
o ercome with Grief and Wonder. Don Myrtano 
was not idle in applying proper Means for her Reco- 
very; which when he had effected. ne 
wan her in a very different Manner than what ſhe q 

cou 


Py 
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cou'd have expected from ſd near a Relation to the 
Man who owed his Death to her malevolent. Beauty: 
He was all Complaiſance, all Gallantry, and ſeem'd fo 
little aſtoniſh'd at what his Brother had done, that he 
aſſur d her he ſhould think a Death ſo caus d more 
R than the Life, which gave not a 


of being ſenſible of her Charms. This was 
indeed the Way to diſſiq W axe. 


wanted not Wit nor t, thoꝰ her Vanit 
often blinded her Judgment, ſhe could not help thi 
ing it a little odd that he ſhould come there to viſit 
her, and bring a Letter which he confeſſed he had 
taken the Liberty to open; and _— fall ſome Words 
which teſtify'd as much, he gave her to underſtand 
his Reaſons for it, in this 4 I ſee, Madam; 
faid he, that. * are not r 
" this Tae than that I Bearer of it; and 
"oy! rib e's — to — 
10 oppeſe the Will of its moſt 
Divine Idalia, I ſhall e * her, as fo 
pink aye of every 2 this 3 
nate Adventure. Happenin 
Father Don Bernardo on — 9 the very 
that he received a Letter from an unknown 2 which 
gave him an Account of my Brother being bleſi d with 
your 3 he deſir'd me with the moſt earneſt Conju- 
rations to what I knew of the Affair; to 
which I — as well I might, chat I was ſo far 


from being let into any ind when ** * I verih be- 


3 it a Falſny ; of comm 
pr of you, 154 go * ug 


wires: I PAY done, Ta not (mk by ſome Buline's s 
which: I could nor put off At his Return he ſent for 
me, and ſeem'd concern dᷣ that he had been — ty 7 
wronging my Brother, and entreated' me to make 
Apology when next I ſaw him; which I told him would 
be in 4 2 Time, and accordingly took Horſe for Padua 
immediately, I alighted there at the very Moment 
that the Bodies of t 2 Rivals were brought 
in. K I was n, Jo ſee this W 
| Iſſue 
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riendſhip which promi d a far d Con- 
. 222 be con 1 als Aires oo 
without the our if i 6 few or Motion, . perhaps 


had not recover Fa Servant, whom I 
knew to be the . d d. avour * 2 Brother kept, had 
not roux d me from my Lethargy of Thought, by giving 
me a Paper, "which he told me wn writ by his Maſter, 
and put into his Hand, with x ſtrict Charge to be deli- 
ver d to a Lady at Vicenza. I was juſt about 70 
tarry it, ſaid he, bat am glad I made my greater Haſte, 
ſince the Contents may foſfibly inform you the Reaſons 
this fatal Quarrel. In that Perplexity of Mind, Tlo, 
Decorum, and breaking * — Seal, ſoon the Fellow 
ſecture but too true, - that it was to Love 1 
owed the Misfortune of mv Brother's. Death : Wander 
not then, adorable Idalia, (continu d he, ſoft' ning his 
Voice, ) that I was fir d with Im Imparience to behold aBeauty, 
whoſe Charms bad 1 ſuch a Proc of their prodigious In 
2 #.--- F come (eryd he, growing. more tender”) 
Ie 4 Curioſi e 1 7 9 285 wx me dear. 
There was Pale Ars ſo v e 
in the Air and Addreſs of A en l a. 
that it was almoſt impoſſible. to 88 or hear him, 
without confeſſing a Senfibility of Perfections which 
very few, if any, could equal. Tdalia, who had 3 
Soul too capable of ſoft Impteſfions, full of warm 
Deſires, qüd tender Languifhmenrs,” tho? yet unfix 
gaz d on him with a Pleaſure which as yet ſhe kre 
not the Meaning of.. That Life an] Gaiety which 
once had made her reliſh the Converſation of Flo- 
rex, - that noble Mein and t Behaviour which 
had engag'd her Attention to the firſt Vows of Fer- 
dinand, ---- and that ſubmiſſive, Tenderneſs which 
pleas'd her in the Addreſſes of Henrique x, anda thou- 
ſand other different nameleſs Graces, which ſeem d 
united in the lovely Myrrano, inſpir d her, at the firſt 
Sight of him, with à Paſſion which ſhe had neither 
5 to repel, nor Artifice to conceal. Shenows 
Earneſt what it was to love, and felt 
in reality thoſe Emotions, which before ſhe fancy u 
f | An 


by. 
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to have done. He, who was perfect. 

with the Sex, aud no Stran Tack K. d 
ith th 8x and e 19 b. Chr and re- 
ſolyd to make his Advantage of it, in favour of 
thoſe Deſires, which few that faw Idalia but were 
poſſeſs d with. 

He ſtaid not long at the Villa, after having en- 
treated her to remain there his Gueſt, 6; ho. ind 
Brother's, and to command 
the fame Freedom as ſhe woul 855 
— 


1 Idalia with ſuch Sentiments as 
oy reveng' Deſtruction of his Brother. 
Tu Infancy of Love is generally the moſt plea- 
ſing Part of it, when new Deſires "Thy round the 
innocent 428K and . T > the 


—.— ng hoon yy ubes, — Dreams, and 
of Joys to come; but in another 

raptous rags 0 Soul of this unquiet Fair: 
She no. ſooner found berſelf alone, than giving way 
to her impatient Paſſion, a thouſand widely different 
hts, all wild and ſtormy as a tr Sea, o er- 

| Whelm'd Reflection, and made Reaſon giddy: . She 
| = 2 . H. . * 11 boyd * lov'd, 99 
s Hei ppearance o 

1 * . was worſe than 
Death: Her ruin d Honour, and her blacken'd Fame 
'd now Misfortunes more terrible by far than 
ever they had done before. Oh! 'tis impoſſible (cry'd 
ſhe to herſelf) that Myrtano, the lovely, the accom- 
pa Myrtano, can ever ebink the undone Idalia an 
_ Object worthy of his ſerious. Affection: !---- Ns, ra- 
Gallantry ! --- all unmeaniug Flattery which ditatea 
the tender 2 he fpoke ! — His Heart deſpiſes the In- 
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Sentiment he can regard me with ! And, oh ! how 
diſtant is that from what I would inſpire! A Stream 
of Tears ſucceeded theſe Expreſſions: But this Paſ- 
fion having a little vented it ſelf, the natural Vanity 
of her Diſpoſition return'd to give her Conſolation; 
and in this Humour ſhe would fay, Yet why ſhould 
1 deſpair ? --- I am perhaps the only Perſon" that judges 
with ſo much Severity of my Actions: Henriquez 
enough in me to counterballance all that my 
Miſmanagement has brought upon me, and why may 
J not hope his Brother may be of his Opinion? — M 
Eyes are flill the ſame, and every Charm which #us'd 
to attrad, maintains its Luſtre with unfading Bright= 
neſs: --- The Man to whom I ow'd my Shame, has 
with his Life repair'd the Injury he did me, --- nor is 
my Birth ace of Myrtano. With ſuch kind of 
Sentiments would ſhe a while beguile Deſpair; but 
then the exceſſive Eagerneſs with which ſhe wiſh'd 
to appear amiable in the Eyes of this Charmer of 
her Soul, ſuggeſted another Difficulty. which ſhe 
knew not how to get over. Fool that I am, (re- 
ſum'd ſhe,) and too liable to entertain the vain Delu- 
ſions of fiftitious Hope : --= *Tis not in Nature, "tis not 
in Reaſon, to expect the Man whoſe Brother I have 
kill d, ſhould love me. The noble Henriquez, but 
for me, might have liv'd long and happily; --- for my 
curs'd Sake be dyd, and M 15 to hate 
me; — ſhould he forgive it, the Ghoſt of that unhappy 
Youth would riſe to blaſt us in the midſt of Rapture ! -—- 
O Torture! Horror!? Hell ! it cannot. muſt not be, === 
both Heaven and Earth forbid it ! -— Henriquez can- 
not be recall d, and Myrtano not love: 
In Agonies not to be expreſs'd, not to be con- 
cerv'd but by the Heart that felt em, did this half. 
diſtracted Lady paſs the Night after the 
of Myrtano; but the Morning t her a Com- 
forter beyond her Hopes : She was ſcarce riſen from 
the Bed, which the Confuſion of her Thoughts had 
made moſt reſtleſs, when ſhe receiv'd a Letter, 


which opening with a Mixture of Delight and Paiv, 
| | . 
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as believing it came from him who now had the 
Lin Power of beſtowing either, the read theſe 
ines: Tee 18 , 


To the Never-enough-admird _ 
IDALIA, 


T is not the bleeding Body only Peother; yet 

uninterr d, it is not the 9 1 wh how, at {0 
an a Seaſon, may condemm my raſh Proceeding, 

an deter me making a Declaration as ſuitable 
boy your Beauty, as it is the contrary to my preſent Cir- 
enmſtance. | But you were created only to work [nt 
ders, and in the midſt of Death and Horror diſclo e 
opening Heaven, e Brightneſs will ſuſfer no whir 
Ideas but itſelf to bowl in the ———.— 
THE Curioſity which Yeſterday brought me to Vi- 
cenza; has mere me in a ph which muſt render 
me either the moſt bleſt, or the moſt wretched of Man- 
nd. Who loves Idalia can have no Medium in his 
Fate; what then muſt be the Terrors of Suſpence in 
an Affair on mhich depends far more than Life? Eaſe 
them, T conjure you, moſt adorable Idalia! and either 
ſend me to the Grave with my unhappy Brother, or 
ug me * __ in the felicitous * of bas one 
rb SEE 
e | wy | 4 Yours 

„Ane Myzrano DE VET AGO. 
p. 8. — Rede or enen the Pre 
Fonts of this, let a Line inform me : If the former, 

& me to return Thanks at your Feet, as ſoon as 
— Obſequies of my Brother are perforn'd; ; if the lat- 
ter, n ber I an 10 ne. | 


6 Wirn what Tranſport 8 = unbounded Joy The 
read theſe Words, let toſs be judge who love like 
* A choufünd, thouſand imes 210 kiſs d the 
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| dear, the welcome Mandate; then put it to her 
Heart, repeating" to herſelf the raviſning Contents; ; 
then ſnatch'd it out as loth to loſe the Sight 
of what had given her infinite a Satisfaction, that 
ſcarce the Author of it, had he been preſent, could 
have added to it; the Extaſy ſo filłd her Soul, that 
ſne thought not of anſwering it, till a Servant in- 
form'd her the Meſſenger, who brou ht it, waited 
to be diſpatch d. He ſhall not long, («ry ed ye , ſtart- 
ing as it were Rims ſome deli 2 Dream, ) and im- 
mediately runn rumnirig. to a Thee . Aut A . 


10 Don e 


N what Manner can a Perſon » fo m much oblig'd re- 
cetve an Overture ¶ Love, appearing guil- 

ty either of an Indecorum to herſelf, or Ingratitude to 
—¹ If I accept too readily of the Heart you offer, how 
all I anſwer. it to the Modeſly of my. Sex. And if 1 
rejed it, what way is left for. me to repay the ay 
a I am bred for Severe N eceſſity ! that 
whichſoever Path I tread, it leads to Condemnation ;-—- 
yer ſuch is the Cruelty of my Fate! I therefore will 
chuſe neither, but remain 772 'd till Time, and 4 
more perſeci Acquaintance with your Humour, ſhall in- 
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P. s. While 1 am 4 1 a}, Vicenza, * 
ſhall expect you to tell me ſo, as frequently as you can. 


Ir was with all the Difficulty in the World ſhe 
reſtrain'd herſelf from writing with more Tendernefs, 
and when ſhe read over what, ſhe was about to ſend, 
it appeared ſo cold, and ſo far unlike the ſincere Dig- | 
. tates,of her Wiſhes, that) ſhe. could not, forbear i nee 
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—— el giv wth 
tion; nor was ſhe reconciled to what 
9 next Morning, much about the 
ame Hour ſhe had received the former, ſhe was 
eeably diſturb d from her Sleep by a nd Billet; 


the 


Contents of which were theſe: 


To the Adorable IDALIA, 


— e- 4 Hand gave me 4 
var 27 allay'd, even by the cold Re- 2 
Wig . which you ſeems to treat @ Paſſion the ſin- 
cereſt that ever Man profe/#d, or Woman welcom'd.--- 
Methinks there ſhow'd need no more 10 convince you of 
the Power of your triumphant Charms, than two ſuch 
Victim: as Ferdinand and Henriquez; and whenever 
you doubt my Truth, it cannot be that you 2 of fig 
tion your 0wn Beauty, but my Incapacity of diſting 
ing it: Bat Time, (a you a are pleaſed to ſay,) 'as it 
will convince you, ſo I hope ra 


3 rg 
Your moſt Faithful Slave, 


MyRTANO DE würds 


| v. S- the unfortunate H ver. is thi 
= ht to be 2 of in the Tomb of "Hawes and 


To-rmorrow's Evening will bring me to Vicenza.--- 
29 „ . poſſible, to recerve me with a 2 left I 
ondition of him I leave behind me, and re- 


. 1275 made arable by your bf. 


Tuxnx was not Abundance of Occaſion for thi 

Preflirein the Poſtſcript; the enamour'd Idalia would 
have found it a difficult Task to have dreſs'd her 
Face in Frowns whenever he appear d, had ſhe never ſo 
much endeavour'd it; and ſhe was fo much an Ene- 


any to diſguiſing her Sentiments, that he might — 
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read them in the Anſwer. e ſhe returned It 
F 1 


1 


To Don MYRTANO!. 


F I were not willing to harbour a Thou in” -= 
tirely diſagreeable to my own Deſtres, I 

gine there was more of Raillery than Sincerity m : the 
Bealee your firſs Letter made me. I am not ſo 
little conſcious of my own Demerits, as to believe myſelf 
capable of inſpiring a Paſſion ſuch as you — ; 

but I ſhall make Allowances for hike: I am ſenſible 
you Men of Wit know how to magnify, --- and if I have 
not the better Opinion of the ſmall Share of Beauty I 
am Miſtreſs 77775 moſt _— A e 4 
re dea ſo infinitely beyond what it is in Rea- 
lity.---- All I wiſh is, that in good earneſt you talk 
yourſelf into an Impoſitiom on your Fudgment, and never 
fee more than now you ſeem to do, the Faults of 


\ TDALI1A. 


P. S. I ſhall impatient & you To-morrow ar 
Vicenza, and ſhall take 2 ro 8 A Countenance 


too melancholy, leſt it _—_ remind you (more than will 
e common Loſs in the gene- 
rous Henriquez : ---- Till then, ---- Adiew. 


In Contemplations much. the ſame as. ſhe had en- 
« cup” herſe'f with the Night before, did ſhe paſs 

this. The f Day ſlid on inſenſibly, while ſhe 
was employ'd in ſtudying Airs, and practiſing in her 
Glaſs new Graces, to — the ene 
tano more enflamed. At length he came, and w 
ther the extraordinary Deſire cach had to pleaſe, or that 
(as moſt People * dme Jr look more aimable 
than at others) that Day they chanced to do ſd. But 
the before too potent — of both, ſeem'd 0 
n at this ſecond View: The ſparkling _ 


— 


%. 


46 IDALIA: o Part 1. 


Myrtano, which: before ſhone with Amazement at 
the uncommon Beauties they beheld in Idalia 's; 
had now a tender Languor, ---- a ſwimming Extacy,--- 
a ſoft, beſeeching, nameleſs Lovelineſs, mix'd with 
their Luſtre, and ſpake without the Help of Words, 
the Wiſhes of his Soul. The Mourning Dreſs he had on, 
ſet, off to vaſt Advantage the Delicacy of his Com- 
plection, which was of ſo unmatch'd a Whiteneſs, 
that there required all that Majeſty: and Loftineſs of 
Mien, which in his whole Deportment ſhew'd itſelf to 
keep him from Effeminacy; and. indeed, never did 

Nature unite ſuch contrary Perfections with ſo en- 
f Feine a Harmony as in his Compoſition: A diſtant 

1ew ſhew'd him all Hero, adorn d with every manly 
martial Grace, and inſpired Awe in the admiring 
Gazer; but his near Approach diſſolv'd in ſoftnin 
Languiſhments the Soul, and ſpoke him form'd for 
the oys of Love. Thus, but far more enchanting than 
Jeſcription can have Power to repreſent him, did he 
appear to the tranſported Idalia; but that the Reader 
may have ſome little Notion of his Charms, take the 
Idea of em ſet down by her who beſt knew how to 
paint them. 


The Character of MyxTANo, writ-by 
IpALIA, and found afterwards in her 


re dd 503 fo, 2ogte 00350 14] 
JD Right, lovely, graceful, are all Words below 
| What to Myrtano's Character we owe: 

Drviely glorious ! Godlike ! ſpeaks but Part 
He ger has Charms which nearer touch the Heart ! 
Theſe, awful Wander, and our Homage claim, 1 
But there's a Sweetnefs Language cannot name: 
ASoul-enchanting Sof tneſi (far above 
290 Reach of "Wong r, Wako wmg bum to prove) 
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Dwells in his Air, amidſt his Glories plays, 1 
And tempers, not diminiſhes the Blaze: Fog 48361 
' HERE Fancy oops to court the Aid of Senle, * 
Unable to conceive ſuch Excellence! | * 
Lnagination may 4 Form create, 

Correctiy Lovely, and ſupremely Great; 

But, Oh! how mean would that Idea be, 

To what, indeed, is to be found in Thee! 
Foy-mingled Wonder kindles at thy Sight, 

And. clothes our Admiration with Delight. 

As Tapers languiſh at th' Approach of Day, 

And by degrees melt ſlow their Shine away; 

A while glimmer with contracted Spires, 
Trembling, unable to relax their Fires: 

But when the Sun's broad Eye is open'd wide, 

And Beams, thick flaſhing, ſhoot on every Side; 

No more their emulative Force t F 

But quite o er mhelm d with Radiance ſink, and die; 
So thoſe pale Lights, whoſe Glare late ſhar'd our Praiſe, 
Are wholly loſt in thy Almighty Blaze. | 
Erax d and blotted from the Book of Fame, Me 
Her thouſand Tongues ſwell with thy charmful Name : 
No other Sound now ſtrikes our raviſh'd Ears, | 
No other Form in our glad View appears; 

So fully oer the Soul thy I e reigns, 
That not one Rebel-Thought thy Sway diſdaigs. 
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Hap the Lover of Idalia been as Poetically in- 
dined, tis 1 we might have had a better De- 
ſcription of her tranſmitted to Poſterity, than I am 
able to gather from the imperfect Accounts I received 
from thoſe who gave me the Hiſtory of her Liſe; 
but ſince that has not been done, every Body is at 
liberty to form an Idea of what appears moſt pleaſing 
to them; for that ſhe was one of the moſt lovely of 
her Sex, is evident from that prodigious Power of 
charming, which gain d her almoſt as many Admi- 
rers, as they had Eyes to gaze upon her. 


Bur 
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Bur to return to her Converſation with Myr- 
tano: ---- It was ſuch as was agreeable to their Cha- 
raters; all Wit, all Elegance, all Tenderneſs, and 
Love: They wereequally tranſported with each other, 
and *tis to ſay which had the better in this Race 
of Paſſion. Idalia, indeed, teſtified her's no other 
Way than in liſt ning with a pleas'd Attention to his 
| Vows; but there needed no more to make the happy 
Lover conſider her as half obtain'd already, and tho 
he did not immediately preſs for the Gratification of 
his Wiſhes, he did not in the leaſt deſpair. He made 
her ſeveral Viſits, in which nothing happen'd of any 
greater Conſequence than to increaſe her Admiration 
of him. She never ſaw him without diſcovering 
ſome new Pertection; and that Height of Paſſion 
with which the at laſt regarded him, would be in- 
jured by an ordinary Lover's Imagination of it: But 
notwichfiending the rapturous Reflection of being be- 
loved by a Man who appear'd fo every my merito- 
rious, had pretty near as | a Share of Diſquiet, 
that he had never in all his Sollicitations mention'd the 
leaft Word of Marri A thouſand, and a thouſand 
Times he had told her, That he lived but in her 
Sight :---- That he ſhould court Death as a Bleſſing, 
if any Accident ſhould deprive him of her: That 
the united Charms of her whole Sex beſides, would be 
ineffectual to alienate his Thoughts one Moment from 
her; and ſwore as many Vows of an eternal Con- 
ſtancy, as there were Saints in Heaven to witneſs 
em. She knew he aim'd with an unbounded Ar- 
dor to poſſeſs her, but knew not by what Way he 
 wiſh'd to do ſo; and this, whenever it came croſs 
her Thoughts, embitter'd all the Sweetneſs of his 
Love, and ſhook'd her to the Soul. She reſolved at 

ngth to ſummon all her Courage, to ſay ſomething 
to him which ſhould oblige him to diſcover what his 
Intentions were; and ſhe had no ſooner fix'd herſelf 
in a Determination to do ſo, than ſhe found ſhe had 
more Cauſe for it than before ſhe had been ſenſi- 
ble of, Eby | 
THERE 
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TERRE are Times when even the moſt Prudent 
are not Maſters of their Actions; how then could it 
be expected that the Voung, Gay, Enflamed Ar- 
tano ſhould have always the Power of commanding 
his, in Opportunities ſuch as he enjoy'd : As yet, 
indeed, he 1 had wo. eſſed the —_— 
of Decency ; but Deſire ming, Reſtraint, - 
more fierce, at laſt grew wild, and he / no longer 
endure to be controul'd by dull Reſpect. | 
He never came to Vicenza, but he ſtaid a Night 
or two: A little Room adjoining to Idalias Cham- 
ber was that in which they generally ſupp'd together, 
and ſeldom parted early. As they were entertaining 
each other on the uſual Theme, and mingling Kiſſes 
with their Vows of Paſſion, by ſome Accident his 
Sleeve catching hold of a Corner of a Table on which 
the Lights were ſet, he-threw it down: What Lover 
is not fond of Darkneſs? The impatient Myrtano bleſs d 
the happy Chance ; and ch this the lucky Mo- 
ment ordainꝰd to give him all his Soul at preſent 
long d for, he ſnatch'd the trembling Fair, and ea- 
ſily * his Way into the next Room, bore her 
to the Bed, and was pretty near the Accompliſhment 
of his Deſires, before the Surpriſe ſhe was in, at this 
ſudden Change of his Behaviour, could permit her to 
make any Reſiſtance; but when ſhe did, it was ſo 

wouſly, that without being guilty of the fame 
Violence as Ferdinand had been, it was impoſſible for. 
him to proceed. In ſpite of all the tender Paſſion 
with which ſhe had him, in ſpite of the 
ſecret Inclinations which, perhaps at this very In- 
ſtant work d very ſtrongly wit hin her in his Favour, -— 
in ſpite of all his Tears, his Prayers, his Vows, her 
Virtue got the better, and triumph'd o er Deſere. But 
tho ſhe had gain d with ſuch unequal Arms a Con- 
queſt ſo truly glorious, ſhe could not aſſure herſelf of 
maintaining it; nor would conſent to pardon his At- 
tempt, but on Condition he would leave her, and 
retire that Moment to his on Appartment. He, 
who was not of a Humour apt to deipond, and had a 
Vol. III. * D real 
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real Paſſion for her, thought it beſt to comply, not 
doubting but a ſecond Endeavour might prevail on 
— 2 — he found he could not now obtain 
— lle Behay n had wrought different 
Bur his. 10ur had. a quite. di 
Effect on the Mind of Idalia than: he imagin d: 
She had already ſuffer d too much by that unruly Paſ- 
fion, which goes by the miſtaken Name of Love, to 
think the Man who took the ſame Meaſures had any 
other Deſign than to ruin her; and the Racks that 
ſhe in endeavouring to vanquiſh a Tenderneſs 
which-ſhe: had ſo much Reaſon to believe an 
to her Honour, were paſt the Reach of Thought. 
- Reſolving, however, to be certain of the Truth of 
what ſhe fear d, ſhe put in Execution the Deſign ſhe 
before had form'd; and as ſoon. as: ſhe ſaw him come 
into her Chamber the next Morning, — all 
the Courage ſhe was Miſtreſs of, ſhe ſaluted him in 
this Manner: The Confuſion. I was. in laſt Night, ſaid 
ſhe, took from me the Power of reſenting,” as I ought, 
the mean Opinion your Behaviour teſtified you have of 
- my Virtue. I had too entire a Confidence in your Ho- 
nau to imagine you were capable of harbouring a Thought 
to. my Prejudice; but as you have ſhew'd. me the Error 
I: was: guilty of, I ſhou d indeed deſerve Contempt, cou'd 
J confent to remain longer under a Roof where the Maſter 
of it: makes ſo ill a Uſe of the Power - mer? 
given him. It was to no ſe that he endea- 
vour d to qualify the Bi of theſe Reproaches, 
by all the tender Expreſſions he was able; for — 
ceiving he was yet far from making that Offer vvhich 
alone could convince her he meant her fair, ſne grew 
more ſenſibly en and now bent to try him to 
the utmoſt; ng more, Don  Myrtano, reſumed 
ſhe, the Man that wort didiſhonour me can never love 
m. It brutal Phſjion; not ſmcere ion, that 
act. Fe Makes —_ 7 believe me 
worthy Tenderneſs well can feign, Reſpect 
had: govern'd Appetite, — fetter d looſe Deſhet — 
All Wiſhes, all Inclization wow'd laue been [tified m 
St | A ' Phe 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs, 5T 
the Church's Sanction had made it lawful: ---- But I 
perceive, too late for my Re poſe, (continued ſhe, burſting! 
into Tears,) that I am fallen too low for ſuch a Hope. 
She ſpoke no more for {ome Time, both in Ex - 
tion of his Anſwer, and to indulge a few Sighs, which 
the Suppreſſion of had made uneaſy to her. But he 
was too much; confounded at her laſt Words to te 
able to return an immediate Anſwer to em: He loved 
her indeed with a Tranſcendency of Paſſion, but there 
were many Reaſons which oppos'd his marrying her; 
it being wholly improper, however, for him to tell 
her ſo, he y evading the Queſtion, turn'd the 
Diſcourſe on the — Force of Love, and how 
+ WH little it was in the Power of a Perſon poſſeſs d with 
7 it, to repel the moſt unexcuſable Inſtigations of it. 
But 74alis perceiving, with an Infinity of Grief and 
1 Wl Vexation, the Deceit, would not be ſo put off; and 
din plain Terms aſſured him this ſhould be the laſt Mo- 
ment of his ſeeing her, unleſs he gave her ſome con- 

incing Proof he had no other Intentions than what 
would be conſiſtent with her Honour to ap of. 
Not all his Wit, not all his perſwaſive Eloquence, 
than which never Man had more, could furniſh him 
with Expreſſions prevalent enough to occaſion the 
leaſt Alteration in her Humour : --- She ſti l inſiſted on 
the Article of Marriage; and he was at laſt obliged to 
confeſs. that there were ſome Particulirs in his Cir- 
cumſtances Which as yet ſhe was ignorant of, that 
made it impoſlible- for him to anſwer her Demands 


however, the Bitterneſs of this Reply with ten thou- 
ſand Proteſtations of eternal Love, and giving her a 


ſolemn. Oath, that in a few Days ſhe ſhould be Gti ;. 


fy'd in every Thing, engaged a Promiſe from her not 
to leave Vicenca till he return dc. 


HEN E was now an Alteration in the Fate of this 
diſtracted Lady: She tht herſelf the moſt wretch- 
ed of created Beings; all that can be conceived of 

iſappointment of her high- 
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the what ſhe felt in this D 
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rais d Hopes: —-she lov'd, he lov'd to Madneſs a 
Man whom ſhe was now too ſenſible aim'd only at 
her Diſhonour; and yet ſhe was obliged. to him; was 
ſtill under his Roof; and what was worſe, in the 
eruel Neceſſity of either flill remaining fo, or return- 
ing to Venice, the Thou ht of which was Death, 

after the Noiſe her late Adventures had made there.--- 
O the Severity of the Struggle, when Love and Vir- 
tue are at Variance, and — the divided Soul with 
equal Fury ---- Yet ſuch was her Condition; and, 
unable entirely to vanquiſh the Efforts ot either, by 
Turns took part with 60th; and, tis uncertain whe- 
ther wholly following the Emotions of her impa- 
tient Paſſion, ſhe at laſt had not yielded to be Myrta- 
nos on any Terms, or, guided by the other, had 
not reſolved to quit his Houſe, — fly the Dange 
which ſo imminently threaten'd her if ſhe ſtaid, 

the midſt of her Diſtraction ſhe had not — a 
Letter which at once determined her Reſolve. It 
came to her the next Day after Myrtano had taken 
Leave of her; and the Contents, which were written 
in a an unknown Hand, were theſe: 


To Donna AAalia de Belſache, 


122 Willingneſs to believe, has not already ren- 
dered the Caution I would give you ineſfectual, this 
prevent the Ruin which is ders fry os. 

r Intimacy n — go / drawn 
from bim the 5 ing lodg d at his Villa, 
far e, A, you, 
Perhaps, _ 3 F his — ws with the 
Niece — 40 45Y may with the greater 
Eaſe be — ce be ſays: . But after 
the . of it, it will, to the * — the 
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v ain, gay, inconſtant Myrtano thinks no Woman worthy 
of a ſerious Paſſio :---- And as Intereſt is the greateſt 
Motive of his Marriage, ſo to triumph over the Weak- 
neſ of jour Sex, is the only Inducement to his Endea- 
wours of adding to the Number of thoſe his Proteſtations 
have undone, the credulous Idalia. ---- I have no other 
Intereſt in giving you this Advice, than to ſave you the 
Shame and Miſery of a teo-late Repentance, and my 
Friend the Sin of having occaſion d it: M hat uſe you 
make of it, I ſhall be informed by him, who will not 6e 
at the Pains of concealing any Thing he accounts ſo tri- 
vial as an Amour, ſuch as he is entring into with you. --- 
Be kind, therefore, to yourſelf, fly his deſtruftive Charms; 
and when you have eſcaped the Snare, ſhall know who 


was 
Your Adviſer, 


Tuts was encloſed in another Paper, on which 
was writ theſe Lines: 


SINCE I writ the Encloſed, I hear by Bon Myr- 
tano, that, apprized of his ungenerous Dealing, you de- 
ſign to} quit his Houſe; if it really be your Intention, you 
ought to have conceal'd it, ſince he reſolves to take effettual 
Meaſures to ſecure you there, at leaſt, till, by Force or In- 

tion, he has obtained a Gratification of his Deſires.— 
which he tells me ſhall be delay'd no longer than a few 
Days. T rt Mis | 


As 8 enamour'd as Idalia was, ſhe had 
a Stock of Haughtineſs, which nothing could ſur- 
mount; and her Pride receiving as ſevere a Shock by 
this Intelligence as her Virtue, it entirely turn d the 
Scale, and weigh'd down Love. --- ?s Death ! ſaid ſhe 
to herſelf, dare he preſume to think thus meanly of 
me? - Sollicited for a Proſtitute, while in the mean 
Time his ſerious Vows are adureſ d to affother ! --—- 
O Torture ! What has the Niece of Miramont 7o 
boaſt ſuperior to the Daughter of Bernardo? 
Falſe ! ----ſtupid! blind l ungrateful Tray tor ! ---- 
But I'll not endure it! Daggers or Poiſons ſhall re- 

| 29 | venge 
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venge me ! — I'll murder him, and then myſelf! In 
this Manner did ſhe rave, till almoſt breathleſs with 
the ſwelling Paſſion, ſhe'd ſtop, and read the fatal 
Scroll again; and coming to that Part of it which 
mention d that this unknown Adviſer had his Intel- 
ligence from Myrtano himſelf, ---- Hell and Confuſion, 
cry'd ſhe out, the Villam has expos'd me too! ---- My 
eaſy Nature, and my fond Belief is Food for the ba{e 
" Mirth of all his lewd Companions ! ---- Every 
Folly, ---- each unguarded Languiſhment betray d and 
ridicul'd! Diſtraction]! Can I live, and ſuffer it | ---- 
Then contemplating further on what ſhe had read, 
Bat yet, reſum d ſhe, this is the leaſt of Illi. that 
already dine, the Monſter threatens me with more 
and greater. Oh! whither ſhall J turn to eſcape? 
As ſhe was employ'd in theſe perplex'd Meditations, 
" a Servant that us d to attend in her Chamber; 
came in to ask if ſhe wanted any Thing. Idalia, 
who was by Nature extremely violent in all her Paſ- 
fions, and had taken the leaſt Pains to vanquiſh em, 
NN 
uppermoſt Emotion o , 
ſhe — enquir'd if ſhe knew the Niece of Count 
Miramont: To which the Wench having anſwer'd 
that the did, — And is ſhe handſome ? cry d the other 
impatiently. To an infinite Degree, {aid the cunnin 
Creature: Heaven never made a Face more ful, 
except your 0wn.--- No Flattery, reſum'd Idalia, I am 
not in a Humour to receive it. --- But if you would 
oblige, orm me of all you know concerning the. in- 
pended Marriage between that Lady and your Maſter. 
Ardella, fo ſhe was call'd, affected a prodigious Sur- 
priſe at theſe Words, and ſuffer'd herſelf to be ask'd 
a hundred Times before ſhe made any Reply; and 
when ſhe did, it was in ſuch a Manner as gave no 
2 This Behaviour put Idalia almoſt be- 
fide herſelf; ſhe was perſwaded that ſhe knew more 
than ſhe was willing to reveal; and, wild with the 
Uncertainty, pray'd, promis'd, threaten'd, and ac- 
company'd all the faid with ſuch Preſſures, that the 


* 
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other appear d mov'd by 'em, and at laſt confeſſed, 
That her Maſter was indeed to be married to that 
Lady; that every Thing was at that very Time pre- 
paring for their Nuptials ;---- and that never were two 
-Perſons more paſſionately charm'd with each other 
than they appear'd to be. Bur, Madam, added the 
with a well-counterfeited Fear, you reveal the 
leaſt Syllable of what I have told you, ro my Maſter, 
1 _— PT he _— 5 live an Au 
T. not elf, cry'd Idalia, interruptin , 
never more N el hos — No, cothined fhe, rai- 
bing her Voice, and ftamping, T call juſt Heaven, and 
at every Saint to witneſs, I never will conſent to ſee or 
re hear him more: Too much already have I liſined to 
2 his perjur d Vows; ---- which, when T do again, may all 
IS, the Plagues of Earth and Hell fall on me: --- May I 
, be ruin d, then thrown off to ſcorn, ---- driven round the 
b World with no Companion but my Infamy, and not one 
u Friend to pity, or relieve me, * unlooł d for, hor- 
n, vid kind of o'ertakes me, and ſmks my Soul, with 
ad All its Load of Guilt, beyond the reach of Mercy. 
al, A thouſand ſuch like Imprecations did ſhe make; 
nt but "where to po to avoid the Penalty of them, ſhe 
'd Was for a good while undetermined. At laft ſhe 
er remember'd to have heard of a Monaſtery at Verona, 
'S which being a Place ſhe was utterly unknown at, 
, ſhe made choice of : It was there ſhe delign'd to 
. fix, knowing it would be eaſy for her, immedi- 
4 ately after ſhe was introduc d, to write to her Fa- 
ther for a Supply of Money, againſt the Time “of 
her being initiated; for ſhe was now in the Mind to 
leave the World for ever. She, could not thin of 
quitting Myrtano's Houſe without the Knowledge of 
Ardella, and therefore communicated to her what 
her Intentions were to which ſhe, with a ſeeming 
Reluctance, conſented, and promis d to order Things 
for her Departure, with that Secrecy, that no other 
—_ in the Family ſhould have any Suſpicion 
OT it. 5 
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-ALL the n Preparations for her little Jour- 
ney being made, by Break of Day ſhe left Vicenza; 
= with what Heart-Akings, thoſe who, like her, 
have tore themſelves from all that's dear, can beſt be 
judge At her Departure. ſhe gave a. Letier to Ar- 
dell, with a . Entreaty to deliver it to Myr- 

tano: It was o Upbraidings, mix'd with Ten- 
derneſs. and expreſs d in fo moving a Manner the 
_ Anguiſh of her Soul, that it was ſcarce poſſible for a 
Heart which had ever known the Force of Love, to 
_ read it without melting; and perhaps, even in - 
midſt of her Indignation, was not without a Wifh that 
it might bring him after her to Vera. She had 
ſtill Remains — 4 of Vanity to deſire to have 
bim in her power, tho ſhe had made ſo ſolemn a 
. Vow never to make any other Uſe of. Ny ng 
. difdain and hate him. 

Bor what befel her in her Way to 8 nd 
the vaſt Variety of ſurpriſing Incidents which en- 
u d each other thro the whole Courſe of her un- 
bappy Life, I muſt defer till another Oppertonitys 
1 oy ſpun out the Beginning of her Miſ- 

ch a Length, that the © Continuance of 
- them apc) give me a. juſt Apprehenſion of be- 
a | 
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Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 


PART I. 


7 21 | 
lr H no other Companions than her 
woven diſturb'd Meditations, and one 
Man, whom Don Myrtano's.Servant- . 
| Maid had provid n 
Wl Guide, did the ſorrowoful Idalia 
che Houſe of her Beloved. The 
| had not travell d many Hours, before 
ſhe found herſelf in a Place ſuited, as it were, by Na- 
ture to her preſent Diſpoſition: It was a Foreſt; 
wild and deſolate; the rackleſs Paths diſcoyer'd not 
that * human Feet had ever trod them. No 
Fields of Corn, no Vines, no Olives eng de 
no 2 Streamgę, no cool refreſhing Rivulets 
to owe the 2 with delightful 
Profoetts, and with their pl Nee ſooth 
the er Ear; — fapleſs — So 9 
wigs hung quivering to op the Tra- 
D 2 bo veller's 


* 


veller's Paſſage, and rank and unwholſome Weeds 
unfit for Uſe, hemm'd in the Borders of ſome ſtag- 
. nate Brooks, which here and there, by Length of 
"Time, the falling Rains had made, compoſed a fad 
. unbleſs'd Variety, and f. an Area of nought but 
Horror. The deep ſhe was in, which the 
melancholy Solitude of every Thing about her had 
indulg'd, prevented her from taking any notice how 
improbable it was that this ſhould be a Raad, eſpe- 
cially ſuch a one as that of conſequence muſt be, 
which led to Verona, than which no Town in Italy 
was more frequented: But they were not enter'd into 
it above ſome two or three Paces, before 
the Man, appointed to conduct her, ſtopping his 
Horle, obliged her to do ſo too; and looking on her 
with a Countenance between ſtern and troubled, 
Madam, ſaid he, what rhmk you of this Place? Doe! 
it not ſeem cut out for Rapes and Murders, and every 
Ad of Horror? Theſe Words, and the Manner in 
which they were ſpoke, was ſufficient to rouze 
1dalia from that Lethargy of Thought ſhe had been 
in, and wake her into Terror, Cow'd I believe my 
Life were an Ofſeice, reply d ſhe, or were I conſcious 


of any Attion which ſhou'd exttte Revenge, I might, 
Sleek that I ſhou'd find it RE RE 
reſum d he, is not always w Proteftion. ---- Tow have, 


perhaps, incur d more Diſpaſure than you are ſenſible 
27 2. Canſe, is not my Bache #0 9 4 
but: I have received a Reward to put n Eud to your 
Misfortunes by this --— With theſe laſt Werds he ſhew'd 
her a Dagger, which he had wore conceal'd under 
his Riding-Coat. As much is Idalia had threaten'd 
to do a Violence on herlelf, as much as the thought 
Life a Burden, ruin'd in her Fortune and Reputation, 
difppointed in her Love, and depri d of every Thin 
_ the World calls dear, the Imagination fhe was fo 
near Death, made Her Soul ſhake with Agonies unfelt 
deſote: She burſt into a Flood of Tears, and throw- 
ing herſelf at his Feet, conjur'd him to ſpare her, in 
Terms ſo ſoft, ſo moving, fo perſwalive, that the 
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lem aphiqht bed deny d, muſt have been more than 
a 


The moſt harden d and accuſtomd Murderer 
e Dagger if nor dung the Point gail 
d the „ if not turn d the Point f 
— elf, for having thus alarm d her, --— What then 
became of him whoſe Sentiments, however he ap- 
þ li, fo bros full of Honour, and feorn'd 
is 


V4 


: baſe, {o barbarons a Deed. Tears ſtarted from 
is Eyes, and his whole Frame ſeem'd convuls'd with 
inward Tremblings, Rie, Madam, viſe, (ſaid he, as 
ſoon as he had Power to ſpeak,) and, if you can, for- 
give the Terror" I have \cau6s'd, and for which I ans 
ready to expire with Grief, and Penitence. ---- But, 1 
conumee you, I never had a Thought to execute the 
bloody Purpoſe I preſum d to threaten, I have provideu 
4 Place where you may remain in Safety, which 
tis impoſſible you can do at Verona. The 
Colour which had 40 lately-for@ok. the "Cheeks of 
the afrighted Fair, return d, at this Aſſurance, with . 
all its wonted ; and looking more carneſtly 
than ſhe had done before on the Perſon whoſe Beha- 
viour had given her ſuck diſſerent Emotions, ſhe could 
eaſily perceive, tho his Garb was mean, his Air, and the 
Addreſs with Which he pronounced theſe laſt Words, 
were far from that of a Ruffian. She imagin'd alſo, 
that ſhe aw ſomething in his Face which was not 
own to her; but When or how ſhe had been 
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two net ing 
Hire, which was, mae 4 Sum 700 greas for 4 Cres 
ture of her Station to beſſow, and, if ſhe hat 


——— that ty 2 ber Injunꝶ om I ſhould oblige a 
won 


. Id bens Mai me TENN 
. to 4 * of the higbeſt Rank I owed it 


be impoſſible to repreſent the Conſternation Idalia 
Was in at hearing theſe Words: An Imagination 
came immediately into her Head more dreadful to 
her than the Death ſhe had ef; and liftitig up 
ber Eyes, ſtreaming. a ſecond Time with Tears, G 

700 well, (cried ſhe,) too well I underſtand you 7 Myr. 
tano Servant ' could not rench the Price. N K 
Undertaking ; but M ytano's ſelf might well afford ir. 
Oh! tir be, _ tis be; purſu'd ſhe, in àn Agony 


which was not far off jon,) the falſe, un- 
ateful, perjur d Aan! Conſcious of Guilt, and r 
B I d to 41 his brutal 


(Raprures, the Paſſion he avow'd is turn d to Haute? 
Engaged to another, and unable to perſorm what Ho- 
Tour did require, my - Death alone could ſilence my Up- 
braidings ! Cruel Reward ard for Dove! bauen Policy f 
Barbarous M 
Is theſe and many more the like Complainings did 
the pour out the Anguiſh of her Soul, without any 
| Regard of the Perſon who was witneſs of them; 
nor would be interrupt her, being willing to be let 
into the whole Affair betw.en her and Myr#ane;| til 
2 ſne was filent,_ Tho 1 many Xa 
ſaid be, Den Myrtano ' is the Mai inthe 
World ] leaſt efleem, = I cannot ſuffer yon ro continue 
in this Opinion, without being guilty of an Infuſtice 1 
_—_— — —— . ano, Madam, I 
-dare pony BER mori any 2 a 
—— at ave 10 
jonny yourſelf is the be 1 N . 
H x ſaid no more, wail ro 56.5 MM dey Man- 
ner ſhe would reply; * the Alteration of her 
Looks and Geſtures ſufficiently” teſtified the E ffect his 
. eee in ber, ſhe: forbore to ſpeak | pr 
n 1 
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and Humour: for this envy d Fair having been 
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much ſhe rejoigd to find: guiltleſs of the 
Crime the had juſt now ſuſpected him of, and pro- 
bably imagining he might alſo be ſo of every Thing 
he had been NY ; cbnjur'd her kind Informer 
to acquaint her if ters were any Thing of Truth in 
the Report, that he was to be pb to the Niece 
of Count Miramont; which he aſſuring her that there 
was, and that the Nuptials were to be ſolemniz'd ſo 
Magni that all the neceſſary Preparations for the 
cence of it were as good as finiſh'd, made her 
again ofa relapſe into her former Violence of Temper. 
he is a Naaytor ftill, (cry'd ſhe, tranſported at 
once with Grief. and Indignation,”) and is "guilty 4 
worſe Crime than - conſpiring againſt my Life could 
be: My Peace of Mind, my everlaſting Quiet he has 
deſtroy'd; — expor' _ Ne s Seorn b--- 
„Death! to 38 to mo, at the very Time 
he was ſolliciting another [ame inſinuating Loobs. 
* — led Tender age, che ſame undomg Vows 
d to borh at once — Was ewer Man ſo baſe? 
She had run on with a great deul more of the ſame 
Nature, if he had not put a Stop to her, by telling 
her, That whatever Reaſon ſhe had to condemn Myr- 
tano, his intended Bride had certainly an eq Ar 
_—_—y . and a each db: 5 
ay, infmitely more, (added he) in my Opinion, {mce, 
had not her en too great for | 1 — hazard 


ſuch 4 Bre had \doubtleſs had the Prefrrence 
in all Things; —— as in e. Notwith- 
ſtanding the ſolemn Vow IAalia — never to 


ſee him more; ſhe could not be told any Thing which 
flatter d the Tenderneſs: ſhe had for him, without 
a ſecret Pleaſure; and having enter d into a 
Diſcourſe of the Lady deſignd to be his Wife, The 
ask d a thouſand Queſtions concerning her Wit, Beau! 


up from her Infancy» at Rome with her Uncle Count 
„ yam,” but lately to Venice, The had 
d. to ſee! her; but her” jealous. Curioſity 


little Satisfaction in-this'Paint; there ap» 
| per d 
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re ee ou gt om Cogan 


1 endure the ſtinging Satire, the Rufectiaus 
which all the Friends of Ferdinand aud Henrique will 
throw upon mei and that worſt Curſe, 
that too happy hated ſhe, who ſoom, you ſay, Myrtano 
muſt call Wife! ---- O no! I cannet bear it 1+» rui'd 
in all my Hopes, and paſt the Power of even Heaven 
you make my Woes leſs terrible, I'll hide am wuer 
vom 

unlamented. : 


Enemies, Oh! forbear, 
way to. a Hope of any 'Thi 
an Lang ob * K. pl 
Thoughts back on the Scene Happineſs, 
v tb bvagiation nah ſuch. hs Blamrry of ates 
to come. Can e er the Days of Innacenct return: 
Can my ed Honour e er be clenn d from the vile 
Stain it bears? — Can I | 4 Virgin? 
Racking Reflections! n in 
me? ---- Why, after ſuch Proofs of Generuſey and Pity, 
do you alarm Remembrance with . dread Ideas, to 
make Thought ſick, the Light grow hateful to me, and 
that Life you gave ſcarce worth my Thanks. 
it from me, (anſwer d he, bowing, to renew the Me- 
| phat be diſtaſteful ; but I mould fag 
— you to believe, that Heusen, which buy fo 
miraculouſly preſery'd your Life, will alſo mate it 
happy. -»-- Surpriſg Things by 6 Hand unſeen are often - 
brought to paſs: When you left Myrtano's Haute, you 
little ſuſpecte d that the Perſon appointed for your Guide, 
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8 410 be your Murderer: Nor did they, who 
— to that l Deed, imagine how diſrant 
= were from ſuch an Undertaking : ---- Why . 
ſhould you not hope, that by ſome Turn of 
Fate, as firange and unexpected, you may again 
bleſ#d.--— Oh! *tis impoſſi ' (ery'd the uneaſy Ida- 
lia.) A (refum'd the other haſtily) your Beau- 
—_ ſpite of all has happen d. ſhould charm a Man 
and ates 15 ot vos could have no Ob- 
fe — Title of his Wife would filence Ca- 
9 Fame, and _ ou thought 
he'd be truly bleſs d. uch an Offer 
the, in a haughty Air) 1 ＋ oe ſhould occur, 


p 
. 
— — Fallen as I am, I would 


| be lomer yet, rather than ſell my Liberty for ſordid 
mat” =_ the World's — ——g va no, tho" 


__ 10 all beſides, I ftill am Miſtreſs of e my 


able Will ! ---- Tdalia can be 

— and that, alas! (purſued ſhe, ſoften- 
ing her Voice, ) is laviſh\d all on the roo-lovely, Jae 
Myrtano. ----"Tis ther m Solitude alone I can have 

Peace; -— remov'd from the tumultuous World, its 
ſhort diu Pleaſures, and its laſting Cares, III lan- 
guiſh: out a dull, inſpid, tranquil Life, and ſink ty 

Degrees into the Grave. And have you 

no: Relutiance, (reſum d he,) 22 Regret for all 
the racking Griefs . noble Father's Heart endures, 
while ignorant are? Twas my Deſign, 
(anſwerd ſhe;) to ok en writ to him from Verona; 
bur a I am diſappointed of the Fourney 1 intended 
thither, I have not now Conveniency. If that (cry'd 


2 her) will 2 ay He — to your _ 
| to be the Meſſenger. ---- Prepare 4 
Letter + a; wh i Bal 22 —.— 4 and what- 
* e. d repoſe in me, depend on 
| cution 1. amunee us the 
N _ wal 1 1 
* 4 1 bi 1 WY 10 "400 © * 50 in * Tas 
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baue more than Quality and Fortune to re-. 


be, in a Tone which expreſsd a Zealouſneſs to 


r ̃ h . ]ↄ—˙ðäd ... ] Ü- . }]}_ Tc 


Thanks fr 


Part II. The Unfortumate Miſtreſs. 65 
Tux prodigious Oblig Idalia had receiv'd from 
him, made her ſcrupulous of adding to the Num- 
ber, by giving him any future Troubles; which he 
perceiving, -proteſted that the higheſt Recompence {he 
could e for what he had done, was to permit him 
to continue o do ber all the good Offices in his 
Power: But ſhe, whoſe Diſpoſition was utterly averſe 
to receiving Favours, eſpecially at a Time when ſhe 
conſider ſelf not in a Condition to return them, 
would very feign have declin d making any farther Uſe 
of him, telling him ſhe would ſtay at that Houſe but 
+l hal wan fiths 7 ecoverd from the Fatigue ſhe had 
been in, and then either purſue her Journey to Verona, 
"2 * ſome other Place where there was a Mo- 
e, _ abſolutely determin'd to become a Nun. 
But this Reſolution ſeem'd to alarm him much . 
more than every Thing ſhe had ſaid before: - And 
after a little Pauſe, he let her know that this was not 
the Way to recompence the Civilities he had done her. 
If you look on any Thing that I have done (aid he) 
as an Obligation, yon would permit me to receive | 
from Don Bernardo; perhaps it may be in 
ation for that little 
* go to Venice. 


Power to make me ample Repar 
This ure Time. 'twill t e me 
T eſſion, and ſome o . 

poſe, won her to do as he deſire: She conſen 
write, becauſe her Father ſhould mom the Obliga- 


tions ſhe had received : But when was about to 
do it, never was ſhe at ſuch a Loſs in what Manner 


the ſhould „ or whether ſhe ſhould: conceal or 


Og the Misfortunes ſhe 4 —— met with. At laſt, 
many blottings: out. er. nens 
mori hot ata ee 
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but it is not the lenft 
are of ſuch a Nan, 2 
add to their 
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way 
avowing my 


Your moſt Obedient, 
tho* Unhappy Daughter; 
15414. 


0 P. 8. My Deliverer informs me it un bende 
Power to more than recompence the Obligations he has 
1 — Fe. I know he weed no more 


you in what Manner to enge your 
2 


. Wa this Letter, th to him that was to 
carry it a Ri inger, entreating him to 
ES ng Gratt 
tude, which he received with an Extacy . 
ible to be * 1a and far above 
what the intrinſick Value of it, meerly as a Ring 
(had it been worth a thouſand Times more than it 
was) could have raiſed in the moſt covetous Mind. 
She obſery'd it with a Surpriſe as viſible to him, as 
was the Rapture he had been in to her; and 12 
ling ſhe ſhould infer any further from it than he 


thought proper to declare, I am extremely glad, Ma- 
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have murdered you; and by that Means, perhaps, en- 
gage an Addition to the Reward IT have already re- 
cerv/d. "Theſe laſt Words were utter'd fo awkwardly, 
and were ſo little of a Piece with the reſt of his Be- 
haviour, that it rather increas'd than diminiſh'd the 
Conſternation ſhe was in. There paſs'd not much 
more between them; he ſeem d in to be gone, 
and only recommending her to the Care of the Peo- 
ple of the Houſe, and affuring her, that in a very 
few Days he would return with an Anſwer to her 
Letter, took his Leave. | 

| Taz Emotions ſhe was in, when left at Liberty 
to conſider on what had befallen her fince ſhe came 
from Vicenza, were at once plealing and vexatious: 
Her Deliverance from ſo imminent a Danger, com- 
manded her moſt thankful Acknowledgments; but 
then the Confirmation of the Fa] of Myrtano 
made her almoſt wiſh for Death: To reflect on 
the Behaviour of this unknown Perſon, led her into 
ſuch a mazy Labyrinth of Thought, that ſhe could 
neither get out, nor in the leaſt affure herſelf where 
it would end. ---- There appeared ſomething ſo con- 
tradictory in his Words and Actions, that it was 
impoſſible for her to form any Judgment of him. 
His Garb was the meaneſt that could be; * 6 


neee OT 


there was an undeſcribable Somewhat in his 
which ſpoke him accuſtomed to wear better. 
The Reward he told her he had receiv'd to murder 
her, would have made her believe he muſt be of the 
r _ of Lo 1 then the nob 1 
which ſparkled in his Eyes at mentioning it, de 

clar d him far above . to enter into 
ſuch Meaſures, without ſome Reaſon for it, which, 
at preſent, ſhe could not penetrate into: ---- But the 
moſt ſhocking Conſideration of all was, that ſhe 
law, by his Manner of receiving the Ring, ---- by 
ſome ed Words and Sighs, which, in ſpite of 
the Care he took to ſuppreſs them, burſt with Vehe- 
mence from his troubled Breaft, that her Beauty 
fad had the Gaye EE, po Hin. it yas ending ie 
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it to cauſe in others; and as vain and proud of gi- 
* ving Pain, as ſhe had ever been, could not look on 
this Conqueſt without the utmoſt Diſquiet: If he 
was of that inferior Degree he ſpoke himfelf, no- 
thing could be more galling than . the Thoughts of 
being. belov'd by ſuch a one; and if he were a Man 
of that 2 , which ſome Part of his Behaviour 
denoted, ſhe Reaſon enough to fear ſhe had fled 
from Vicenza for no other End than to give an Op- 
portunity to one to act what ſhe had done a Violence 
on her . own Inclination, to avoid from another, 
How wretched is my Fate! (ſaid ſhe to herſelf.) Have 
1,0 af my Honour free from any ſecond Stain,broke 
thro the ſoft Enchantments of my Paſſion, and tore 
2 * Heart-Strmgs, when I reſolved to quit the 
ar, the lov'd Myrtano's Houſe; and am now in the 
Power of a Stranger, one who looks on me with the 
ſame Deſires, the ſame wild Vehemence of Longing ! —- 
One, who, for ought I know, has brought me hither only 
to do what Ferdinand has done, and what Myrtano 
weuld!—-- The more ſhe deliberated, the more ſhe 
Found the Probability of this Conjecture, and, at laſt, 
*confirm'd hberſelf in the Reality of it ſo much, that 
1 the moſt terrified Creature that ever was. 
ORE Days had paſs'd ſince the of the 

8 than ſhe expected he would be abſent; in 
which Time ſhe had uſed her utmoſt Endeavour to 
diſcover who he was, by the old Man and Woman 
of the Houſe; but they, faithful to the Truſt repos'd 
in them, would not reveal the leaſt Tittle, either of 
his Name or Family; and this Secrecy did not a little 
contribute to fix her in that Opinion ſhe before had 
entertain d, That ſhe was placed there in order to 
be the Sacrifice to his Paſſion as ſoon as he ſhould 
return; and put her on a thouſand Inventions how 
to avoid it: But, alas! what would the moſt ſubtle 
working Wit, back'd by the firmeſt Reſolution, avail 
in a Circumſtance ſuch as hers? She was in a Place 
which ſhe neither knew. the Name of, nor in what 
| Part of the Country it Rood, and under the Care of 


People, 
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People, who ſhe eaſily ceiv d, tho they waited on 
her with all poſſible Obedience, had a ſtrict Eye on 
her Behaviour: For ſaying to them one Day, with 
an Intention of ſounding them, that if ſhe had a 
Conveniency, ſhe would go to Verona, and wait there 
till either the Stran d return, or ſhe ſhould” 
hear from her Father by ſome other Way; they 
told her they could not conſent ſhe ſhould leave them, 
till they had Permiſſion from the Perſon who had 
brought her there. This was ſufficient to make her. 
know there was no Poſſibility of eſcaping by their 
Means; but being fully bent ſome Way or other to 
do it, ſhe never left racking her Brains, till ſhe had 
found a Stratagem; which, tho' ſhe could not 
miſe herſelf ſhe ſhould ſucceed in, would be 
Prejudice to her if it ſhould fail. She told her old. 
Landlord, that finding herſelf a little indiſpos d, ſhe 
believ d it would be of infinite Service to her Health 
if ſhe walk ed out in a Morning and . to take 
the Air, as ſhe obſerv'd he did: Bur, faid the, I do. 
not care 8 in the * ſs I have been u fo 
ar in, Paſſengers 
127 ſhould ; or Mer IF would Aale. 
Obligation you could confer on me, if you pr 
me with a Habit, whereby I might be diſg uit d, ea: 
by that Means have the Freedom ef ranging thro thoſe 
1 Groves and Meadows, # ve Projes 4 


tempting from 
re look — 1 Wi 2 all the Th Time Idalia = 
as tho? it was from ber Approbati 
— * joy his Anſwer; who, as ſoon as ſhe 
5 the other had concluded what ſhe | 
gave it in this Manner: I do not think,” 
ſhe) that our, Friend would thank us, if we 
wy noguaft fo for from unreaſonable. --- 
be Lach and the . 
riment hg who,: az this Tine of Year, come 
great Numbers to gather Malborty Loves for then 
Silk-Worms, droert her Melancholy : —- I "woidd hav 
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our Connery Maids are uſed ito wear, and may 
paſs, and — of. all rural Pleaſures Lo Tims 
ſhe flays here, without any Danger of Suſpiciun. The 
Heart of 1dalia leap'd-in her Breaſt at this ready Aſſent 
of the Woman's, which was immediately tollow'd 
by her ' Husband's ; and in a few Hours this Court 
Beauty was transform d into a plain Country Laſs; and 
though no Dreſs could render her any other than the 
moſt lovely Woman in the World, yet ſo great was 


ber Deſire to be taken for what ſhe repreſented, that 


- the mimick d the Simplicity of their Bluſhes,, and Wa 
of Curt'iying fo — 11 t thoſe who were m 
acquainted with her might have talk'd to her ſome 
Time before they diſcover d the Deceit. 

Havins carry'd on her Plot thus far, the next 
Thing ſhe had to do, was to counterfeit a Chearful- 
neſs, and appear ſo highly ſatisfyd with her Condi- 
tion, that her Guardiaus might not imagine ſhe had 
any Wiſhes to exchange it, and be leſs watchful over 
her; for wherever went, they had- continuall 
attended her. But her Artifice deceiv d them ſo. w 
that by ces they grew more Tremils,. and at 
would leave her to the Privilege of meditati 
as {ſometimes ſhe took a Book out with her, or 
ing herſelf with talking or liſtening to the comi- 
| courſcs of the Country Fellows employ d in 

ing the Vines, and e Mulberry-Leaves. She 
| her Flight the firſt Opportuni 


ty ſhe 
did not know but 4 mi have 
make trial what r and 


to prevent her going, in caſe ſhe 
ttempt it: But one Day, having neither ofthem 
Towns were in the Neighbourhood”. of 
; and. was inform d, that ſhe was about 
m any, but that the neareſt was Farſem. 
mall Grief. to her to hear ſhe was ſo remote, 
iexing ſhe. could be able to travel ſo far on 
ot: However, nothing being ſo. dreadful to ber 

Apprehenſions what might befal her, if ſhe tar- 
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rms ont Age oor ayer all other Ha- 
zards to eſcape: that; and looking on it as a particular 
Mark of the Care Providence had of her, in delaying 
the $ Return ſo much longer than was ex- 
„ ſhe thought it would be no other than run- 
ning wilfully into a Misfortune, to neglect making 
uſe of the ſmalleſt Means that ſhould offer to take 
her trom it. The very next Time therefore that ſhe 
found herſelf free from the Obſervation of her two 
Attendants, ſhe walk'd as faſt as her Strength would 
permit, directed by the Sun, thro' that Part of the 
Country which ſhe had been told led her to Vorſeny. 
She came at length to a great Road, where ſhe faw 
Numbers- of People of both Sexes driving Aſſes 
before them, with theſe Leaves, which they 
bad pather'd in the Morning, and were carrying to 
the hants: It was no {mall Conſolation to the 
fair Wanderer to have ſomething of her own Species 
to converſe with, having till now met with no other 
— any in ber Pilgrimage than the Dumb Kind. 
ask d b — of them, whither the was 
and how it happen'd thar neh fir : 
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Foot, ſhe nog et C,of in the World what 
Anſwer to make; till ar laft, bethinking herſ&f what 


would be moſt ſuitable to the Capacities ot thoſe who 
enquir'd, and beſt- diſguiſe the Truth, ſhe told them, 
That having à very ſevere Mother-in-Law, ſhe had 
fled from her ill Uſage, de People hey te ee 
viee at Vorſeny. The good People 

and percei ſhe wasready to 4 with W 
contziv'd' a Way to ſet — of their Beaſts, by. 
taking off its Burden of Leaves, and dividing it into 
& many Parcels as there were Aſſes, added a little to 
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22 By this Means ſhe got fafe to the Town;. 
and than Felow-Tra for their Kindnels,” 

there ok f ve at them. She went int& a com- 

mon Inn; being in no danger of being known in; 


that Place, eſpe ally in the Garb ſhe was in. The 
Fatigue ſhe undergone , made it neceſſary ſhe 
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ſhould for ſome Time repoſe herſelt: But, alas l the 
Diſorders of her Mind would ſuffer her to take but 
little Reſt, the various Adventures ſhe had run thro 
fince that fatal Time of going to meet the perfidi- 

ous Florex, the Grief her nce and Diſgrace had 
brought on her unhappy Father, --- the Death of 
Henriquez, -—- her own eternal Ruin by the Violence 


of Ferdinand, the Agonies ſhe had, and ever muſt 


endure for the Falſhood of the lovely Myrtano, the 

e 
ot U Wh, — the rac 

where, or in what manner ſhe ſhould linger out — 

Reſidue of her unhappy Days, came all at once into 

her Thoughts, and t her into a Condition little 

different from Madneſs, 

Sou Weeks paſs d before ſhe could get leave of 
her Confuſion to reſolve on any Thing, till the little 
Stock of Money ſhe hadabout ko beidg pretty near ex- 
hauſted, ſhe began to conſider that this was not a 
Place to continue in; and remembring that a young 
Lady, formerly an Intimate of her's, having on ſome 
Diſcontent torſook the World, was at a Convent of 
| Benediftines at Naples, ſhe promis d herſelf a good deal 

of Satisfaction in her Company, if by any. Means ſhe 
. could reach thither: But it was fo prodigious a Dif 
tance by, Land, that it would require infinitely more 
to defray, the Expence of ſuch à Journey, than ſhe, 
ws Mites, of. She therefore thought it the beſt 
Way to go firſt to Ancona; which being a great Sea- 
Port Town, ſhe did not doubt meeting with a Veſ- 
ſe] there bound for the Place ſhe deſir d. Every 
Thing anſwer'd her Ex pectations; and ＋ of an 
Moment happening till ſhe was got on Boar I fill 
omit the 1 ition of any Particulars of 4. little 
Journey Uneaſinels ſhe was in while ſhe Raid 
at Ancona, - which ſhe was oblig d to do, the Ship ſhe 
had agree to go in not being ready to ſail in above 
| 5 and 3 it 1 end mol * denz 
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Part II. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 73 
Tu Power of Beauty is the fame in all Degrees; 
the plain Country Habit which diſguis d the Daugh- 
ter of a Grandee, could not ive Idalia of her 
wonted Charms : She appear'd ſo lovely in the Eyes 
of Rickamboll, the Captain of the Ship, that from the. 
firſt Moment he beheld her, he thought of nothing 
but the Means to poſſeſs her. He conceal'd his Inten- 
tions, however, till ſhe was come on Board; but he no 
ſooner had her in his Power, than he let her know he 
would make uſe of it for the Gratification of his Paſſion, 
if ſhe conſented not to yield to his Perſwaſions. 
 Wnar was now the Anguiſh, the Fear, the Hor- 
ror, which ſciz'd the Soul of this unhappy Lady? 
All that was y_ appear'd a Bleſſing to her preſent 
State; confin'd within a little wooden World, whoſe 
proud Sovereigh was abſolute, and from the Fierce- 
neſs of whoſe Nature ſhe had no room to hope that 
Prayers or Tears would be of Force to melt him! 
Here was no Poſhbility of eſcaping but by immediate 
Death; and what ſhe ſuffer d in the Apprehenſion of 
his Brutality, is not to be diſcribed by Words; fo I 
ſtall only fay, it was ſuch as could be equalled by no- 
thing but his barbarous Inſenſibility of it. Trembling. 
fainting, and almoſt dying with Fears, ſhe was 
on her Knees in her Cabin imploring Heaven's Pro- 
tection, wen the Monſter, reſolved to rate his 
horrid Wiſhes, came in to know her laſt "Reſolve. 
Perceiving his Intent, ſhe would fain have flatter'd 
him into a Beliet there was a Poſlibility of gaining 
her by gentle Means, and entreated him but to have 
Patience till they came on Shore: But he, who un- 
derſtood no more of Love than the brutal Part, 


byraing ing to enjoy her, and not ſuſpecting her to be 
of ay . Station than what her Habit repreſent- 
ed, thought to make uſe of any further Ceren 

would be an Indigni de bim, by bis A#ro7s, 
as well as Words, ſee he was not to be moved. 
In vai ſhe endeavour d to ſet forth the Buſeneſs of 
the Deed;<--- in vain ſhe wept, entreated, threaten'd ; 
the Villain harder d in ſuch Crimes, _— 
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her Deſpair, and ſhe was juſt on the Point of 
reduced to a Condition, ſuch as, it ſhe had megane 
it, would have made her tor ever hateful to herſelf, 
when Heaven, by the moſt unexpected Means, ſent her 
a Deliverance. The Oaths and Curſes, with which 
the boiſterous Rickamboll had endeavour d to Silence 
ber Shricks, on a ſudden were out- done by a con- 
fuſed and ſu Roar on Deck; and immediately 
after a Diſc of Guns went off ſo loud, the 
Ship: ſeem d ſhatter d with the Noiſe! --- A General 
Voice cry'd, Where's our Captain ; and three or four 
of the afirighted Sailors kurſt into the Cabin, bawling 
out in tkeir rude Faſhion, That they were undone; a 
Barbary Corſair had clapp'd his grappling Irons on 
Board, and Death or Captivity was all they could 
expect. Death] could you not avoid him ? Had 
Jon no Warning 2 laid Rickamball, ſtarting from his 
amorous Combat: But he ſhall find no Coward —— 
With theſe Words he run out of the Cabin, tellow'd 
by the reſt of the Men, leaving the diſtreſs d Idalia in 
a Dilemma, to which Party ſhe ſhould wiſh Succeſſ 
If Rickamboll, was victorious, ſhe had no hope of 
eſcaping the Ill his wild Defires threaten d her with, 
and Slavery itſelf ſeem'd far lef& dreadful to her: 
-But then the Thoughts of, in the Power of In- 


Heli Who, 225 wy 2 ht be inſpired 
with the ſame 7 — make __ — 

[ * Ka 
het | of what 
ſhe poles would enſue, whatever Was the, Iſſue of 
the Fight, drown'dall the Terrors of the preſent Dan- 


„ Which, —— has been Witneſs of one of 
racie; Sea-Skirmiſhes, may eaſily .comprehend : But it 
hſted nat; long, the Number the nfidels, Was in; 

banal Grparign+to-the Chriſtians, and by the Death 
St Brokamboll, and ſome of the ſtouteſt of his Men, 
dhe geſt ,of-thems; with the Ship, became an cal 
0 Prize. Aanliai all this while at her Devotions; w 
ignorant uf What had happen d, till ſhe ſaw a Stran- 
| — * attended by ay 
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lowers, comedown the Stairs, and enter the Cabin where 
ſhe was. Abdomar (for that was the Name of this 
2 had been formerly a Priſoner at Florence, 
and ipoke very Italian; which was no incon- 
ſiderable Piece of good Fortune to this fair Captive, 
for the obliging Terms he accoſted her with (in ſpite 
of the Meanneſs of her Habit) diſſipated, immediate- 
ly, great part of her Fears; and reading in her Tears 
and Tremblings the Agony ſhe was in, Be of Com- 
fort, lovely Maid, ſaid he, you are fallen into the 
Power of one, who ſcorns to take an ungenerous Ad- 
vantage of it, — one who has it not in his Nature 
willingly to offend any of your Sex, much leſs one to 
whom Heaven has been ſo particularly bountiful in 
beſtowing all that can command Reſpect . Your Lot, 
perhaps, (continued he, perceiving ſhe was ſtill in 
ſome Diſorder) may become more glorious by this 
Captivity, than Freedom could offer you the Means to 
make it; the moſt angelick, ſofteſs, kindeſt, beſ that 


fe 
ever was call Woman, will by her — i _ 
atever may have been 


dulgence, make you forget 
dear to you, and oblige you to place your whole Felici- 


ty, as it will be your Honour to be near hey. ---Nothi 
in Idalia's preſent Circumſtance could have 


her a Conſolation adequate to theſe laſt Words : To 
hear he was a Lover, and that he was accompani 
y his Adored, entirel 

which of 


ſoon as 


moſt terrible Miſery that could befall her. AbJdomar © 

led her immediately into a Cabin, adorn'd with the 

choiceſt Curiofities which Art could produce in all 

the various Climates of the habitable World ; the 

loor was cover'd with the moſt rich, as well as moſt 

eee ſeen; the Ground was 
2 


Silver, 
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Silver, on which were ſo dextrouſly interwoven all 
manner of fine Flowers, that they ſeem'd more the 


Handy-work of Nature than of human Skill; the 


Windows, which without were fenced from the 
daſhing of the Waves with Chryſtal in the manner 
of halt Globes, within were chequer'd with green 
and gold Twiſt, each Square being join d with preci- 
ous Stones: Diamonds, ' Rubies, Emeralds, Chryſo- 
lites, and Saphirs, with their various colour'd Luſtre, 
ſpread ſuch a dazzling Glory round the Room, that it 
even pain'd the Eye to look upon it: The preateſt 
Magnificence that ever Idalla had beheld in Venice, 
than which no City in the World can boaſt of more, 
was ſo infinitely ſhort of what now met her E 

that ſhe had longer and more heedfully 1 
had not a greater, and yet ſurpaſſing Wonder appear d 
to attract her Admiration; it was the charming Bell- 
raizid, Miſtreſs of Abdomar, who, riſing from a 
Couch of Crimſom Taffety embroider'd with Gold 
and Pearl, ſtepp'd forward to meet and congratulate 
her Lover on his Victory. She ſpoke to him in the 
1 of their own Country, but there was ſome- 
thing ſweet, ſo ſoft, ſo engaging in her Voice, 
that render d it an Impoſſibility to hear her, without 


feeling ſome Part of that Pleaſure which the looking on 


her did in a greater abundance beſtovy. To the moſt 
lovely and-enchanting Form that Nature ever made, 
there was alſo added all the Embeliſhments of Art: 
Had ſhe been in a Court where it was the ſole Buſi- 
neſs of all about her to ſtudy what would moſt be- 
come her, ſhe cou d not have been dreſs d with greater 
Elegance: Her Hair, which was whiter, and more ſhin- 

ing than Silver, and hung down in Treſſes below her 
Waſte, was only kept from falling o er her Face by a Fillet 
of Diamonds; but as the greateſt Art is to appear art- 
leſs, this ſeeming Negligence had in it ſomething ſo 
infinitely beyond the al Ornaments of the Europe- 
ans, that whoever would defire to pleaſe, muſt covet 
to look like this lovely Barbarian. On the Middle of 
- the Fillet there was fix d a fort of a little Tree of 
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Gold, on the Branches of which hung Jewels of a 
prodigious Largeneſs, but ſuch a Heighth above her 

ead, that (the Sprigs on which they were faſten d 
being ſhaded by ſome looſe Hair, which flew out as 
tho' diſdainful of Reſtraint) made it ſeem to the Eye 
as tho they were ſelf. poizʒ d, and form'd a Conſtel- 
lation like Araidze's Crown. On her ſlender and fine 
proportion'd Body, ſhe had a cloſe Jacket of Gold 
Stuff; but the Sleeves were large, and tied up before 
almoſt as high as her Shoulders, with ſmall Sky-co- 
loured Ribband mixed with Silver, and diſcover'd, as 
much as Decency would permit, her lovely Arms, 
which were encompalſs'd with Bracelets of ſeveral 
forts of Jewels. In fine, her whole Appearance, her 
Face, her Shape, her Hair, her Habit, was ſurpaſſing 
what the moſt extenſive Imagination can figure out, 
and forc'd Idalia (who was not over 2 
to the Perfections of her own Sex) whether ſhe would 
or no, to confeſs within herſelf, that ſhe had never 
ſeen any Thing fo beautiful! fo glorious ! 

AFTER ſome little Diſcourſe between the two 
Lovers, Abdomar preſenting Idailia, ſaid in Italian, 
What other Prizes my late Conqueſt has made me 
Maſter of, I thought unworthy of Bellraizia's Notice 3 
but this fair Maid, if ſhe appear the ſame in your 
Eyes, as at firſt Sight ſhe did to mine, may merit to 
attend you. The charming Infidel anſwered theſe 
Words in Terms infinitely obliging to Idalia; but 
afterwards enquiring her Name, Family, whither 
ſhe had deſigned to go, and for what Reaſon ſo 
young a Maid had taken a Voyage, unaccom- 
panied by any Friends or Relations, and other Parti- 
culars of. her, Life, the new-made Slave could make 
no other Reply than with her Tears ; which the 
other perceiving, and knowing well by Experience 
to what Extreams Love can tranſport the Heart that 
owns his Power, and imagining by her Mein, and 
ſomething of a Look about her, which no 
Diſguiſe could rob her of, that ſhe was of a Qua- 
lity ſuperior to what ſhe was willing ro confeſs, 
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would preſs her no farther at that Time; but deſiring 
her to be as eaſy with her Fate as poſſible, and aſſu- 
ring her ſhe ſhould find nothing of Severity in her 
__  Servitude, commanded ſome of her other Slaves to 
place her in a Cabin, and leave her to that Repoſe 
which, *twas probable, after the late Fright the 
Danger of the Fight had put her in, ſhe might ſtand 
need of. 
I ſpite of the various Reflections this unhappy 
Fair had on this ſudden and prodigious Alteration of 
her own Affairs, ſhe could not forbear forgetting 
them a while, to contemplate on thoſe of the Lad 
whom ſhe*'muſt now-call Miſtreſs. It appeared ſo 
odd that a Woman, ſuch as the Looks and Habit of 
Bellraizia ſpoke her to be, ſhould be the willing Par- 
taker of Dangers, Fatigues, and Horrors, ſuch as were 
le from the Profeſſion of Abdomar, that ſhe 
could not but think there was ſomething very extra- 
ordinary in the Adventure : But her Surpriſe was 
very much heighten'd, when the next Morning ſhe 
was ſum with the reſt of the Slaves (who at 
ſeveral Times had been taken by Abdomar) to riſe 
and attend the Princeſs ; and ſhe could not forbear ask- 
ing the Perſon who brought her this Command ſome 
ions concerning this Affair. but could learn no 
more from him, that Bellraizia was of the 
Royal Blood of Barbary; and that for the Love of 
Abdomar, who was of a high Extraction, tho? 
baniſh'd for ſome Miſdemeanor, ſhe had forſook her 
„aud choſe to live a Rover on that uncertain 
Element, deſpiſing all the Dangers ot it for his fake. 
This Information threw the poor Idalia into Anxie- 
ties much worſe than her Captivity had inflicted on 
her; the Paſſion ſhe had for Myrtano, which her 
hte Frights had filenced for a while, now rouz d it 
ſelf within her Soul, and told her how happy might 
ſhe have been, had he been true; --- how joy 
The could have embraced Bellraizia's Fate, had Myr- 
ano, like Abdomar, been juſt. Oh! had that mm 
Taub (cry'd ſhe to herſelf) returned my Paſſion wit 
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an equal Ardour, what is it 1 would not have endu- 
red . hat Dangers could I not have dar d? what 


| Sufferings could I not with Foy have born to keep him 


mine? Pain would have been unfelt, Want loſe its 
Sting, and even Death a Bleſſing for his ſake ! My 
humble Wiſhes afpired no higher than to be wretched 
with Myrtano, --- yet that the cruel Heavens deny! 
Miſerable Idalia! where, where will thy Sorrows 
end ! The violent Agitations of her Soul oppreſs d her 


here ſo ſtrongly, that unable to repel their Force, ſhe 


fell on the Bed ſhe was fitting on entirely motion- 
leſs ; nor recovered ſhe, till being a ſecond time ſent 
for by Bellraizia, and found in that Condition, all 
Means that could be invented were made uſe of for her 
Relief; and fo extremely concerned was her generous 
Conqueror, and his admir'd Miſtreſs, that they both 
join'd in giving her a thouſand Aſſurances of their 

ity, and a Grant of whatever was in either of their 
Powers, to remedy the Misfortunes ſhe labour'd un- 
der : 1 it be Captivity alone that makes you wretched, 
laid Bellraizia, I dare promiſe you a Releaſe as well 
from that Compaſſion which is natural to the noble 
Abdomar, as from the ready Compliance I have ever 


found in him to any Requeſt of mine; be therefore com- 
forted, for be aſſured 4 Plea ure I might take 


in retaining a Perſon whoſe Converſation I thin ſo deſira- 
ble as yours, I would not for the Univerſe have my Soul 
loaded with the Guilt of rendering you unhappy. Ida- 
lia anſwered theſe obliging Expreſſions in Terms full 
of Gratitude, and Reſpect. ; and the other taking an 
Opportunity of Abdomars being gone out of the 
Cabin on ſome Buſineſs which called him on Deck, 
entreated her, if it were not too great a Secret, to re- 
late the Particulars of her Life. This was not a Task 
ſo*caſy to be pertorm'd as ſhe imagined ; there were 
ſome Paſſages which were an Offence to her Mo- 
deſty to remember, much more to repeat; and others, 
Which the Deſcription of would add to her Affliction, 
by ſuffering again in Idea what ſhe had before in Rea- 
lity; However, the Obligations ſhe had to ns" 
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and the Impoſſibility there was of denying any thing 


to a Perſon who asked with ſo a Grace, ſur- 
mounted all theſe Scruples, and ſhe recounted to her 
both who ſhe was, how ſhe had been betray'd from 
her Father's Houſe by the Perfidiouſneſs of Florez, 
the Violence that kl born offered to her by Don 
Ferdinand, the unhappy Quarrel between him and 
Henriquez, their Deaths, her Paſſion for Myrtano, 
the Terrors ſhe had endur'd in the Apprehenſion of a 
ſecond Violation from him, and afterwards the un- 
known Perſon appointed for her Guide, and this laſt 
of Rickamboll, from which the Victory of Abdomar 
had fo fortunately deliver'd her. 

Tr1s Srory, had it been told by any other Perſon, 
and ſtripp'd, of all thoſe griet-attratting Illuſtrations 
which heightened each unlucky Accident in Idalia's 
Deſcription, was in itſelf too moving not to excite 
the tendereſt Compaſſion in the Soul of her who 
heard it. Abadomar at his Return found them both 
drown'd in Tears; which N the Reaſon of, 
That (reply'd the Charmer of his Soul) which when 
you are_ acquainted with, will very near bring you into 
our Condition ; your beautiful Priſoner s Misfortunes, --—- 


he has been giving me an Account ſo full of Wonder, 


that when you hear it, as with her Leave ſome other 
Time you ſhall, I know you will join in my Belief, that 
Heaven deſigns her for ſome extraordinary Event, The 
afflicted 1dalia would have made ſome' Return to 
theſe Words, but was too much overcome by her 
Diſorders, and entreated the Liberty of retiring to 
the Cabin appointed for her. 'Fhe obliging Bellrai- 
Zia would needs accompany her, and was ſo aſſidu- 
ous in her Endeavours to aſſwage her Sorrow, that 
the other, if in reality ſhe found no Conſolation, 
thought herſelf bound in Gratitude and Complaifance 
to ſeem as if ſhe did. As they were talking, ſhe hap- 
pen d to let fall ſome Words which diſcover'd a De- 
{ire of knowing the Adventures of a Lady, whom 
ſhe eſteemed ſo infinitely happy. in the Society of 
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ſhe) that tho: Things we place our chief Felicity in,. 
are the fartheſt from our Reach, it being the Sport of 
adverſe Fate, to wound us in the tendereſt Part: But 
you, Madam, and the, noble Abdomar, are à bleſt Ex- 
ception to that Rule, and having all in one another, 
can know no ſecond Wiſh. Tis true, replied Bellraizia, 
we are at laſt as happy as Love can make us ; but 
did you know the Toils, the Dangers, the Endurings we 
have had, ---- the unintermitting Cares, inceſſant Fears, 
and little Hopes, which, in the Race of Paſſin, ' both 
accompany d, you'd be ſurpris'd that either of us lid 
to reach the Goal: And becauſe I know not but it 
alleviate a. Deſpair I ſee is beginning to tate Root in 
you, to hear that there are no Migortunes ſo great but 
Heaven can relieve us from, I ſhall, if you deſire it, 
let you into the moſt ſecret Hiftory of mine. Tdalia im- 
mediately told her there was not a Poſſibility of her 
conferring a greater Obligation ; --- that it was a Fa» 
vour ſhe Foc ambitious of ſince the firſt Moment 
ſhe was brought before her; and that having now ſo 
favourable an Opportunity of their being alone, begg'd 
ſhe would make uſe of it for that Purpoſe, To 
which Bellraizia willingly complying, began to en- 
tain hex with what ſhe deſired, in this Manner: 


- 


The Ng of Abdomar and Bellraizia, 


Ne little Time, /aid ſhe, you have been in our 
Ship, you may, perhaps, bave heard of what 
Country I am a Native, and doubtleſs are furpris'd 


to ſee my Complexion ſo different from others born 


in the ſame Climate; but to cafe you of that Won- 
der, I muſt let you know the firſt of my Family 
that ſettled in Barbary was a Renegado Chriſtian, a 
Florentine, nearly ally'd to the Great Duke of Tuſca- 
u, and General of his Forces; who, quitting his Ser- 
vice on ſome Diſguſt, brought his Family to Barba- 

, renounc'd his Religion, and was promoted. A 
War breaking out, he ſignaliz d himſelf by 
ak wy many 
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many remarkable Actions, and at his Return was made 
Governor of a Provinee, in which Poſt he dy d. 
Great Revolutions afterwards happening, a Son of his 
was advanc d to the Dignity of Baſaw; and in Length 
of Time, and, to them, an auſpicious Turn of Fortune. 
a Deſcendant of his to the Crown, under an annual 
Tribute to the Emperor of Morocco, my Father's Bro- 
ther is at preſent King, and the fifth Monarch of our 
Race. I make you not this Relation as a Boaſt of 
my Pedigree, but as it is neceflary, to render other 
Occurrences plain to your Obſervation ; for had my 
Birth been meaner, my Lot had been more bleſs'd ; 
Grandeur has only given me an adequate Portion of 
Inquietudes; and Fate, by placing me in fo elevated a 
State, had no other in it, than to make me 
more remarkably unhappy. My Uncle having but one 
Daughter, oblig'd my Father to let me be bred with 
her at Court, for a Companion in all her Diverſions ; 
and with our Years there grew ſo tender a Friendſhip 
between us, as is very rarely to be found in Perſons 
of the ame Sex: Neither of us had a Deſire, tho” never 
ſo violent, that we could not reſign for the Gratifica- 
tion of the other: If Joy or Sorrow fat on the Face 
of either, you might be certain to find it in the other's 
2 oa — d m_ _ Tranquilli 1 is 
ways inſeparable to who are d of Inno- 
—4 and Freedom, did we live, Bl Love? - that 
ſweet deſtructive Paſſion ! that luſcious Poiſoner of the 
Calm of Life! chang'd that felicitous State for Cares, 
Inquietudes, and unceaſing Perturbations! _ 
Taz King of Fez had a Son eſteem'd the Wonder 
of his Age: His Martial Exploits had juſtly made him 
famous over all that Quarter of the World ; nor was 
his ſoft Addreſs, and elegant Behaviour, leſs charming 
to his Friends, than his undaunted Fierceneſs was 
. dreadful to his Enemies. ---- I know not what: ill Star 
inclin d him to make a Viſit at our Court; but he 
had no ſooner arriv'd there, and caſt his Eyes on me, 
than he became enamour'd. I, who at that Time 
had a Heart entirely unprepoſſels'd, and was not with- 
| | out 
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out ſome Share of that Vanity by which moſt of 
our Sex, more or leſs, are ſway d, could not liſten to 
the Declarations he made me, without an adequate 
Proportion of Pride and Pleaſure, for being capable 


of = b Prince ſo every way agreeable with a 


Paſſion ſuch as he profeſs d. My Uncle, who truly 


lov'd me, extremely approv'd of the Propoſals he 
made, and my Father thought himſelf ſo much ho- 
nour d by them, that he laid the ſtricteſt Command 
on me to treat Mulyxeden (for that was his Name) 
as a Prince, to whoſe Profeſſions of Love I was in- 
finitely oblig d. Never was Lover indulg'd, on all 
Sides, with ſo many Opportunities of expreſſing his 
Paſſion, yet was he not contented : He was always 
complaining that not all the Sollicitations he made 
were effectual to inſpire me with Sentiments ſuch as 
he wiſh'd:---- He tormented himſelf with a Belief, 
that the Deference I paid him, was wholly owing to 


his Quality, and the Commands my Uncle and Fa- 


ther given me: ---- He never ſaw me without 
telling me he found it impoſſible to make me love 
him; but one Day he ſeem d ſo uneaſy, and indeed 
fo deſperate at my Inſenſibility, as he call d it, that 
I thought he was diſtracted. For my Part, I be- 
liev'd I lov'd him: I had never ſeen a Man whoſe Me- 
rits I could think equal to thoſe he was maſter of; 
was Aly pleas d when in his Company; and on 
the ſtricteſt Examination into my own Heart, could 


find in it not the leaſt Scruple at becoming his Wife, 


which Title I had conſented to wear, as ſoon as the 
Preparations to confer it on me could be got 

ready. I did not fail to acquaint him with the moſt 
favourable of my Inclinations ; but all I could fay, 
was inſufficient to give him the Conſolation I wiſh'd;--- 
He ſtill accus'd me of Coldneſs. Nor indeed is it to 
be wonder'd at, that he did ſo: For, alas! he per- 
ceiv'd nothing in me of thoſe tender Languors, ---- 
thoſe melting Softneſles, ---- thoſe pleaſing Pains, ---- 
thoſe thrilling Ardours,---- thoſe mingled Hopes and 
Fears, which flill accompany Deſire, and are never 
at 
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at an End, till ſure Poſſeſſion cuts them off, thoſe 
thouſand, thouſand, -nameleſs Conſequences of eager 
Paſſion, which he felt, and could eaſily diſtinguiſh, 
and whichT ſince have too powerfully experienc d! 
But at that Time, I was utterly ignorant what-it was 
he meant whene'er he nam'd them to me, and be- 
gan to think him unreaſonable to ask ter Proofs 
of my Affection, than what I imagin'd was in the 
Power of any Woman to give. Perceiving I grew 
at theſe kind of Diicourſes, he at length for- 
bore them; but in doing ſo, put ſo great a Conſtraint 
- on his Inclinations, as, could I have had any Notion 
of what I now am certain he ſuffer d, would have 
made me endure almoſt as much thro' Pity, as he did 
from an Agitation more violent. But not to tire you 
with the Particulars of our Behaviour till the Day ap- 
pointed for the Celebration of our Nuptials was ar- 
- riv'd, Which had not been ſo long delay d, but for 
the expected coming of a young oblemen of Fez, 
one who from his Infancy had been brought up with 
Malyzeden, as J had with the Princeſs my Coulin, 
and ſo firmly united were they in Friendſhip, that 
fearing Marriage might ſome Time or other occaſion 
a Slacł ning, if not a total Breach of that Bond which 
both deſir d ſhould be indiſſoluble, each had taken an 
Oath never to wed, but with the Approbation of the 
other.  Mulyzeden had ſo ſacred a Regard to his Pro- 
miſe in this Affair, that as ſoon as he had obtain'd' 
mine and my Parent's Conſent to make me his, he 
diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to Fez with an Account of the 
Progreſs he had made, and entreating the Preſence of 
this dear Favourite. The other was not neglectful of 
the Duty he ow'd to his Prince and Friend, but ſet 
out for Barbary the Moment he was recover'd of 
ſore flight Wounds, which had been the Cauſe of his 
ſtaying behind him, as to avoid marrying a Lady 
whom his Father had provided for him, was of Mwly- 
zeden's coming away. It was Evening when 
came to Court, and being engag'd with the Princels, 
I aw him not that Night. 1 had obſery'd, ma 
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uſual Melancholy in that young Princeſs; but ſhe com- 
plaining ot a little Indiſpoſition in her Head, made 
me impute it to that, and prevented my taking ſo 
much Notice of it, as otherwiſe I ſhould have done; 
but the News of the Prince's Favourite's Arrival be- 
ing blaz'd about the Court, ſhe ſent for me imme- 
diately. I found her on the Bed in ſuch an Agony 
of Grief, that I ſhould but leſſen it in an Endeavour 
to repreſent it,---- It was a good while before ſhe was 
able to ſpeak to me, tho ſhe attempted. it ſeveral 
Times, and it was with the utmoſt Difficulty ſhe at 
laſt brought out theſe Words: Pity me! pity me, Bell- 
raizia !- Deareſt Couſm, pity me !--- She would have 

oceeded, but the ſtruggling Paſſions. of her Soul 

opp'd her Utterance, — Sighs, accompany d with 
a Torrent of Tears, had alone the Power of inform- 
ing me ſhe labour d under ſome very great Affliction. 
The Surpriſe I was in to ſe her in this Manner, did 
not hinder me from endeavouring to conſole her; but 
when I entreated her to reveal what twas diſturbd 
her, ſhe ſeem' d poſſeſs'd with an Addition of Diſ- 
quiet, Preſs me ne more, (ſaid ſhe, with a Counte- 
nance which, without the Help of Words, ſufficiently 
expreſs d the Diſtreſs of her Soul,) the Misfortune 1 
am fallen under, nor Earth, nor Heaven can relieve 
me from: Why then ſhould I affii you with the. 
Knowledge of it? The Accent in which the ſpoke this, 
touch'd me to che Heart: 1 tenderly lov'd her, and 
could not bear to ſee her thus, be i t of the 
Cauſe: I fell on my Knees by the Bedi, and kiſſing 
her Hand, and. bathing it in my Tears, which now 
fell faſt as her's, conjur'd her by all the Friendſhip ſhe 
had fayour'd me with, to let me into the cruel Secret 
of her Sorrows, --«- I cannot, muſt not, dare not 
tell you, anſwer d ſhe. O Heavens! interrupted I, 
what can have * Al to Tatilda, (for that Was her 
Name,) that izia muſt not know ? Nay, (conti- 
nu'd I.) I think you - you dare nat ſpeak it - and 
Thave juſt Cauſe to fear you doubt my Truth, if longer 
Waal 
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e 0 No, no, (reſum'd the; haſtily,) you 
no 


to 3 is nia” yr you 

all can defire ; Pl not detain you from 
2 2 of 2 who adores you, an 
whom juſtly jou efteem : I ſent for” you, but to take 
m la Farewell, for be aſſur d Ill not out-live this 
' Night: No; (purſu'd ſhe, raifing her Eyes to Hea- 
ven, as tho ſhe meant to accuſe the Gods for her 
Misfortunes,) no, I ne er will live to ſee To-morrow's 
kated Dawn, his Night ſhall put an End to curs d 
Zatilda's Miſery and Shame. It would be impoſſible 
for me to expreſs either my Confuſion at the firſt 
Part of her Diſcourſe, or the Agonies I felt at the 
Reſolution which ſhe clos'd it with: The ſudden 
Tremblings which ſeiz d her, and the viſible Altera- 
tion in her Countenance when ſhe nam'd the Prince, 
ye me ſome little faint Idea, that it was he who 

| Fad been ſo fatal to her Repoſe, and in fo ſurpriſing a 
Juncture was not Miſtreſs of Preſence enough of Mind 


& © te able to reflve in what Manner 1 ſhould re- 


ply.—— While 1 was 
ring to recollect her 


B. ſhe had been endeayou- 
elf; and perhaps believing ſhe 
| faid too much, was willing to break off any far- 

ther Converſation, ---- 7 ſee, cry'd ſhe, I ſee ( with an 
Infinity of Concern for having occaſion'd it ) how nearly 
the Deſpair you me in bas touch'd you. Pardon it, 
I beſeech you, my dear Bellraizia! *tis the laſt Trouble 
Jon will ever receive from the unfortunate Zatilda:---- 
er me, Iconjure you, (added ſhe, tendetly preſ- 
i my Hand;) and when jou are 70% All your 
Soul is ford of in Muly zeden Court, think he cannot 
love you more than I have done !---- And then, (per- 
ceiving I was filent, for indeed I had not yet the 
Power of Speech, ſo much had Amazement lock d 
up all my Senſes,) Go, .(continu'd ſhe,) T will no 
longer afin you with the Sight cf Woe, it is not in 
your Power to ** Go, go, and be bleſs'd with Mu- 
lyZeden !' The Heũtation with which the ſtill pro- 
nounc'd that Name, confirm'd me that my Con: 
jectures had but too real à Foundation; a at laſt 
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petting leave from the Whirl of Thought which that 
ebe at the firſt involy'd me in, It is not in 
Nature, (anſwer d I.) for Bellraizia 10 know what Fe- 
licity is, when Tatilda refuſes to be Partaker of it; that 
Prince you ſpeak of, deſerving as he is, had never the 
Power to ria Las in my Afﬀedtions ; ---- nor ſhall my 
Uncle, my Father, his ardent Paſſion, or my own Vow, 
oblige me to become his Wife, if you approve not of it. 
| She would by ſome faint Arguments have perſwaded 
me to believe, there was nothing ſhe more deſir u 
than to ſee me Princeſs of Fez ; but ſhe was {© little 
accuſtom'd to Hypocriſy, that I eaſily diſtinguiſh'd 
her Heart was far from aſſenting to what her Tongue 
had utter'd, and that all the Pains ſhe took, was but 
to diſpuiſe a Truth her Modeſty could not ſuffer her 
to with diſclosd. But I, who was not able to bear 
to ſee, much leſs to leave her in this Anxiety, preſs d 
her ſo home, that at length I wreſted the Secret from 
her Breaſt, and found it as I imagin'd, I had ſeveral 
Meſſages from Mulyxeden, while I was employ'd in 
comforting her, to let me know, That this ong- 
expected Friend was now arriv'd, and that they bot 
waited at my Appartment ; but I ſtill ſent Excules, 
and at laſt a plain Denial, that I would not be ſeen 
that Night. The King being told of his Daughters 
Indiſpoſition, came alſo into her Chamber; and ſee- 
ing me there, told me the Prince of Fez depended 
on the Performance of my Promiſe of marrying Hi 
the next Day, To which I anſwer'd, That with his 
Majeſty's Permiſſion, 1 would defer it till the Prin- 

$ Zatilda ſhould be enough recover'd to be Witneſs 
of the Ceremony. He ſcem'd oblig'd to the Concern 
I expreſs'd for her, and told me, That if my Father 
and the Prince would be ſo content, he would not 
oppoſe what I deſir d. Zatilda look d on me while 
J was peaking in this Manner to her Father, with a 
Mixture of Aſtoniſhment and Joy, but durſt not ex- 
preſs any Part of what ſhe thought before him, left 
the Secret ſhould be as liable to his Suſpicion, as ſhe 
knew it had been to mine: But the Moment * 
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left the Room, 1 oy I e what i 


was I meant, by the Marriage 
fume 0 sf 


mean, aid 5 of e. 
How ! (cry „with a Voice which e the 
higheſt 5 is it then poſſible you do not love 
him? Not half enough to . you 2 appy, (ph d 
I.) To t the thouſand Acknovyl ents, the 
EKiſſes, the 5 ſhe gave me at this Declaration, 
would but tire you; it ſhall ſuffice to ſay. the Night 
* up with them, and the Study what Means 
| be made uſe of to diſappoint Mwlyzeden of his 
Hopes of me, and turn the Curſe of his Affections 
where they were with more Zeal deſir d. We had a 
thouland Inventions, but none ſeem d plauſible enough 
to be approv d, and the enamour d Princeſs was oblig'd 
to content herſelf with the repeated Aſſurances, that 
neither Force nor Entreaty 2 prevail on me to 
make her miſerable by my yielding to be his Wife, 


and leave to Time 20d C r in 


changing the Sentiments he had for me to ber Ad- 

van 

| Wake Morning came, I left her in a much bet- 

ter Condition of Repoſe than that in which I had 

Found her, and retired to my own Appartment not a 
little ſatisfy d to have an Opportunity of reflecting on 

Wbat T had done, The Advantage I propos d to my- 


Alf in being the Wife of a Prince ſo accompliſh'd as 


" Mulyzeden, was too great for me to think of quit- 
ting without ſome Concern; and the Promiſe Dy ich 
my Love to Zatilda had oblig'd me to make her of 
doing fo, I forefaw would be very difficult for me to 
make good: I very well knew, that my Father would 
Hy into the utmoſt Extremity ot Rage againſt me, 
7 1 once he ſhould find an Intention in me to op- 

ſe his Inclinations. Beſides, I could not help having 

me little Commiſeration for a Prince who lov'd me 
With ſo high a Degree of Paſſion, that the Loſs of 
me might probably deprive him of his Life, As I 
was revolving on this Manner, my Page brought me 


Word he waited for Admittance : I was | le he 
muſt 
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muſt have heard of the Petition I had made the King 
the Night before, for delaying the Nuptials till Za- 
tilda's Recovery, and ex he would reproach the 
little Regard I ſhew'd for him, with as much Vehe- 
mence as his Reſpect would give him Leave, but as 
that would be the 'moſt plauſible, nay, indeed, the 
only Pretence I could make, I reſolv d to have Re- 
courſe to no other. I found I was not miſtaxcn : 
The Moment he enter'd the Room, I read in his Eyes 
the Diſcontent of his Soul; and tho' he approach'd 
me with the moſt perfe& Humility, yet there was 
ſomething in his Air which told me, before he ſpoke; 
that he thought himſelf ill treated. I had little to fay 
in Vindication of what I had done, ſince if I had really 
been poſſeſs d of that Warmth of Paſſion he had en- 
deavour'd to inſpire, and which I had often * 

to make him eaſy, no Conſideration would have | 
of force to have engag d me to break the Promiſe I 
had made of being his, the very Moment that his 
Friend was arrived,. Beſides, the Prizce/s's Indiſpoſi- 
tion was look d upon fo flight, that (as Lovers are 
always induſtrious to torment themſelves) he ima- 
gin'd it was by my Deſire ſhe only counterfeited it; 
on purpoſe to give me an Excuſe for delaying what 
I had no Inclination to perform. He 1 him- 
ſelf on this Head in Terms ſo moving, and complain d 
of my Indifference, and the cruel Pleaſure I took in 
making him unhappy, that tho? I was farther from a 
Paſſion for him, than, till I knew what *twas to love 
in Reality, I was ſenſible of myſelf, yet I had a 
Softneſs in my Soul which gave me Agonies inex- 
preſſible, for being  oblig'd by a ſo ſevere a Neceſſity 
to reduce him to ſuch Deſpair: But to palliate the Mat- 
ter as well as I could, I told him, As he was not ig- 
norant of the Friendſhip which was between my 
Couſm and myſelf, he ought not to wonder I deny'd 
to receive what Fortune's Smiles would beſtow on 
me, while ſhe was unable to taſte any oy; -I aſ- 
ſur'd him ſhe was in a much worſe Condition than 
was generally believ d; and finding nothing elſe "ſl 
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be of force to perſwade him to Moderation, was 


oblig d to renew the Vows I had before made him, 
of being his for ever, as ſoon as ſhe was reltor'd to 


ber former Health. Unhappy Prince! he little ſuſpected 


the Equivocation of theſe Words, which when I ſpoke, 


I knew wou'd be but little to his Advantage; for I 
Tefolved ſhe ſhould continue to feign herſelf as ſhe was, 
till ſomething ſhould happen to give a Turn to this 


Affair. He appear d a little more fatisfy'd than he had 
been, however ; and when he was ſo, told me, the 
g Nobleman being now arriv'd, attended wy 


| Tem fon to kiſs my Hands. I, who had as mu 


Curioſity to ſee a Perſon I had heard ſo much of, as 
the Chagrin I was in would allow room for, deſix d 
he might be immediately introduc'd;—- But, O Gods! 
with what Emotions did my Boſom ſwell when firſt 
I caſt my Eyes upon him! I will not go about to 
repreſent what*twas I felt, ---'twould be impoſſible !--- 
But you, lovely 1dalia ! who have ſo much experienc d 
what Paſſion is, may guels. ---- Beſides, in my fond 
Judgment, whoever has ſeen the graceful Form of 
Abdormar, for it was no other, cannot he ſurpris d to 
hear the Effect it wrought on me. How mean, me- 
thought, did Mulyxeden ſtem ! how little in compa- 


riſon with his charming Friend! The Diſorder 1 


been in, while talking to the Prince, ſerv'd to ſcreen 
that additional one which ſeiz d me at the Sight of 
the adorable Stranger, from the Obſervation of them 
both ; for the former took it for no other than what 
was occaſtion'd by Reflection on what had been faid 


do me; and the latter, as; he has ſince told me, for a 


on him, and Love was ſcarce a Moment 


K that was natural to me: He found enough in it, 


bowever, to think agreeable; and tis certain, that 


at this firſt View, the God of ſoft Deſires fix d his 
47 = both our Hearts at once Þ But, alas! 1 oe 
not ſo happy to imagine I had m 2 on 
Deſpair.—1 ms hat I began 2 

e pair. It was now that I to pit Za- 
rilda's Caſe, for having entertain'd a P 8 — a 
Princt, who ſeem d ſo little in a Capacity of re- 


- 
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turning it, much more than was in my Power to 
do hetore I felt the ſame. It is not to be expreſs'd, 
it is not to be imagin'd, what I endur'd while they 
were preſent ; but (much for my Eaſe, who long d 
for an Opportunity of indulging the new Sentiments 
I was poſſeſs d with) they ſtay d not long, perhaps 
thinking a Morning Viſit might be troubleſome, eſpe- 
cially to a Perſon who, that they might do ſo, had 
inform'd them ſhe took but little Repoſe the Night 
before. But, Oh! how little do they know their 
Paſſion's Force, who think to conquer it, by refſecti 
on the Difficulties that are likely to oppoſe it! ---- 
that ary, = be inflicted on me from the Indignation 
of my Royal Uncle, my Father, or the juſt Reſent- 
ment of the injur'd Mxlyzeden, ſeem'd light to me, 
if by my Sufferings I cou'd purchaſe the leaſt Share 
in his Affections, who was now dearer to me than 
the whole World beſides. ---- But the moſt, and in- 
deed the only dreadful Conſideration was, That ſhould 
he ever gueſs at the Inclinations I had for him, he 
would be ſo far from thinking himſelf 9 to 
them, that he would rather hate me for the Ingrati- 
tude I was guilty of to a Prince he ſo infinitely 
loved. I thought myſelf now in a much worſe Con- 
dition than Zatilda was, becauſe I had not only the 
bo ar of my own Troubles to rr nol but was 
alſo loaded with thoſe my ill Fate oblig'd me to in- 
fit on Mulyxeden, whom, tho it was not my Deſtiny 
to love, I could not but have a very tender Regard 
for. And ſure, never was a Soul ſo torn as mine: 
I aw the two Perſons, for whom I had the greateſt 
Friendſhip, about to be reduced to the laſt * 24 of 
Miſery on my Account; the one becauſe I did not 
love him, and the other becauſe 1 was beloved; while. 
I myſelf vainly ſtruggled with the Violence of a Pa 
ſion which I had then no more Hopes of being ſuc- 
_ ceſsful in, than I had of being able to overcome it. 
Confus'd and wild with different Apitations, 
my Brain grew giddy, and Apprehenſion ſuch a Tor- 
ment, that I cou d no longer bear it: I flew wan 
| das 
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tilda's Appartment, and found ſome little Eaſe in 
pouring out my Diſcontents on the Boſom of that 

aithful Friend. She, who beſides the Kindneſs ſhe 
ever had for me, thought herſelf {o infinitely oblig'd 
to me, for the Promiſe I had made of reſigning my 
Right in Mulyxeden to her, did all ſhe cou d to give 
me Conſolation; but tho? ſhe truly commiſerated my 
unhappy State, yet I cou'd eaſily perceive ſhe was not 
ſo much diſſatisfy d, as ſhe pretended, at the Rela- 
tion I made her how much I was influenc'd by the 
Charms of Abdomar. Nor indeed was it natural to 
believe ſhe ſhou'd, ſince this new Paſſion was a more 
convincing Aſſurance that I would never be the Wife 


of Mulyzeden, than all the Vows I had made. It | 


afforded, however, but a very ſmall Portion of Con- 
tentment to either of us to know we were not Ri- 
vals in the fame Affections, ſince ſuch indiſſoluble 
Difficulties appear d to oppoſe both our Wiſhes, as 
left us not the leaſt room to hope either would be 
able to obtain them. | | 

Fox ſeveral Days Zatilda, as we had agreed, ſtill 
keeping her Chamber: Her Indiſpoſition was a tole- 
rable Excuſe for my putting off the Nuptials; but 
the Phyſicians appointed to attend her, giving in 
their Verdict that ſhe was in Reality afflicted with 
no other Diſeaſe than Melancholy, not only my Fa- 


ther and Mulyxeden, who, for different Reaſons, had 


all this while been ſufficiently impatient, but alſo the 
King began to- exert. his Authority, and told me, 
That neither my Daughter's, nor his own ill Humour, 
ſhould any longer be a Pretence for affronting a Prince, 

whole Alliance was an Honour to all our Family. 

Judge what a Blow this was !--- what a Cruſh to our 
olutions !---- Zatilda, as ſoon as ſhe was informed 
of it, cried out, I am undone ! in ſpite of all 
have promiſed me, in ſpite of your own diſtant Inc 
bins, you will be forc d to be the Prince's Wife! I 
Was no leſs diſtracted, for Death would now have been 

leſs dreadful to me than Mulyzeden's Bed; 

| what Means 1 bolt avoid it, without a phi 
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nial, and boldly daring the Rage of all thoſe who had 
the Power over me, I could not, for the Soul of me, 
imagine. But Paſſion, when it is violent like mine, 
is never unaccompanied by Courage: I reſolved ra- 
ther to defy all Dangers, than viel to an Embrace, 
which even the Idea of was now grownodious, or make 
my dear Zatilda wretched, by utterly depriving her 
of even a Poſſibility of ever being otherwiſe. We 
d our Hours for the moſt part her, not onl 
uſe to talk of our mutual Misfortunes was all 
the Conſolation that either of us enjoy'd, but alſo be- 
cauſe I would avoid the Preſence of Mulyxeden as 
much as poſſible; not but he ſometimes viſited her, 
but then he always ſent to defire to know it he 
might have Permiſſion, and I took care to retire into 
another Room, and by that Means eſcap'd the Perſe- 
cution it was to me to hear his Complaints. This 
I did ſo often, and he being told by ſome of the At- 
tendants that I was there, tho he had not the Liberty 
of ſeeing me, that one Day he took an effectual Me- 
thod to prevent me from concealing myſelf as I had 
done, without being guilty of a R unbecom- 
ing my Character :---- He ſent a Gentleman with his 
Duty to the two Princeſſes, who he knew were to- 
gether, entreating the Favour of them to continue ſo, 
and allow of his Preſence, having ſomething to com- 
municate — _-_ . My CR I — 
one another, while this Meſſage was delivering, wi 
1 i&; but it baing hes Pls to 
anſwer, ſhe did in Words: Let your Prince know, 
ſaid ſhe, that I ſhould take it ill if he ſhould have ſo 
indifferent an Opinion of my „ As not to aſſure 
himſelf of Welcome here, whenever he has 4 ＋ 2 
Hour to afford us his Converſation. ---- As for my 
fin, he is doubrleſs ſatisfied in her Inclinations.---- Ma- 
dam, (interrupted I, affecting a gay Air,) if he is not, 
I know of no Perſon on Earth ſo proper to complam to 
45 1 who, on all Occaſions, are ſo much his 
Friend. I ſpoke this, 1 knew that tho he 
extremely reſpected her before, yet, ſince my deter- 
% ; ring 
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r he had - conceiy'd a ſecret 8 
againſt her, as imagining, tho for what Reaſon! be 
could not dive into, ſhe had been the Cauſe, And 
then addreſſing myſelf to the Perſon he had ſent, told 
him, he might inform his Maſter, he had ſen me 
with the Princeſs where I delign'd to remain ſome 
Time, and ſhould be very well pleaſed if he would 
come and join Company with us;. which he ng 
us he would do 2 pane: + withdrew. 
Bor n Zatilda and myſelf were of Opinion, that 
the Buſineſs he had to communicate was no other 
than the old Story of my Unkindneſs, and growin 
more preſumi ; cn the Part which the King ſeem 
5a take i in his ntereſt, {ent in this particular Manner 
tooblige me to . pn him Audience, which 
of as J have eddy + I had avoided as 
ack. 25 n Zatilda was ſorta ing to conſider 
in what Manner ſhe ſhould anſwer him, in caſe he 
ſhould deſire her, as ſheimagin'd he would, to intereſt 
herſclf in this Affair, when he d the Room: 


After the firſt Civilities were over? Madam, faid he | 


to me, I have Reaſon to believe that Fortune having 
began her Perſecutions to me in your cruel Coldneſs, 
deſigns to continue them in me of every Thing 
which could afford me Conſolation : Abdomar, that 
Friend, whom next to the adorable Bellraizia had the 
greateſt Share in my Heart, of late avoids my Preſence, 
unt my Careſſes, and when I ack the Cage, replies 
not but . with Sighs. n g with all 
the Earneſineſs of Friendſhip, to which I joyn'd Com- 
mand, to:know what had occ 2 this” ſo fudden 


Change, after a thouſand Evaſions, which he found 


were vain; he told me with an Accent which ſpoke at 
once Deſpair, and Grief, and Horror, his Life was 
1 22 but not this Secret. 1 thought this Anſwer as 
ae e, as it was from Kimdneſs, and let him 
| not been ty of Reſerves to 
2 1 between 8 ey as I had believed 
ours, were treaſonable to the Laws of Friendſhip. 
INNS both too liable to Paſſion, a 2 
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ords enflam'd, and he departed from my Chamber. 
Thi ge, tho” it much troubles me, I could for- 
from Abdomar, but he, it ſeems, is not ſo re- 
Cale About an Hour fince he-ſent a Letter 
by his Page, which pleaſe to judge his Meaning of. 
n ſpeaking theſe Words, he delivered me the 
which, at his Deſire, I read aloud. The Coates of 
it ſtruck me too deeply not to be fix d in my Re- 
membrance, and were in this Manner: 


To Prince Murrz EDEN. 


1 Preſe ence bemg no way ſerviceable to you in 

Barbar 1 and the Repoſe of my future Life 
calling me with the utmoſt Expedition to Fez, I hum 
entreat jour Permiſſion to return thither, I know better 
what is owing to my Duty, and the Obligations you 
have heaped upon = than to oppoſe your Will; but 
hope the ſame. 23 to which I already fiand fo 
2 engaged, will influence you not to command my $t 
ſmce my immediate e is abſolutely 000 
zo prevent me from being 


"The aol Miserable of ar e 


AP Concern which this, u Shock, gave 

a, and Which was impoſuble for ET: to con- 
Was not a little obli 

ho imagin'd.it ſprung only on his Ac- 

2 os 101 told im, That 1 * ht it 


the high ngratitude imaginable; and that 
he: wauld be Nun d r Whole World r his too 
tCandeſcenſion, i 115 granted the Requeſt he made: 


at;laid 1, has, be found ab m the Court, 
* that nf m 474 Fee to _ | 
5 — if? Or, what Engagements can he haxe left behind 
1 Ter equal to ile be has to his Prince, * 
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bought his utmoſt Services at. & Price noble As his. 
W Zatilda join d in all 1 faid on this Score; 
| Mulyzeden, who, in ſpite of his Reſentment, had 
ce ol moſt tender 1 tor him imaginable, tho 
be could not but a f our Reaſons, could not 
be influenced by them ſo — as to force his ny if 
Perfwaſions would not win him. After a long Con- 
verſition he told me, he had a Favour to entreat of 
me, the Grant of which would infinitely oblige him; 
which having aſſur d him I would, it in my Power, 
he inform'd me, That he believ'd it would not be im- 
— if I ſeemed a little intereſted in this Affair, 
took upon me to enquire ot Abdomar the Rea- 
ons of his Defire to leave us. . he, his 
Complaiſance for a4 Princeſs of your Accom ents 
5 reveal EY I — been . 
: him. You may believe I did not heſitate 
| to promiſe what he deſir d: I was not a little 
Brel to have an Opportunity of converſing ſo 
2 with Abdomar; and beginning to know What 
ER y inflicts, fancying it could be no other Rea- 
e of Lore, which made him regard- 
leſs of every Thing beſide, preſently flatter'd myſelf 
with a ſecret Hope I ſhould be able todiſcover ſome- 
me ol his Words or Geſtures which would give 
lour for oppoſing his Return. --- I the 
equeſt which Malyze made me with a — 
eben ſeem d to baniſh Part of his Chagrin ; and 
. he would ſend no Anſwer to Abdomar 
firſt ſpoke to him, took his Leave with a 
Sadiefaction 4 ter than 1 had ſeen in his 
Countenance ſince the Time of my firſt putting off 
3 N But when his had given me 
Opportunity, how did I indu Uge Deſpair and * 
Jouſy! ber elt reproach 2e hor: el 
Dl Fate, ſince e eee Wine Be 
—.— dreadful ! as one looks on 
isfortunes through a magnifying (Glaſs, 
the could hot be brought to K re-emi- 
nence. Good part of the Night was paſs'd in this 
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Lind of Converſation, and the Remainder in contem- 
lating on the Intricacy of this Affair, which, indeed, 
— the Beginning, promis d nothing but Contu- 


ſion. For my part, it had been many Nights ſince 


] knew what it was to ſleep in Tranquillity, but ha- 
ving this added to my other Diſquiets, of loſing, in 
l Frobabability, for ever the Sight of all I wiſh'd 
to look on, fill'd — with — mu Agonies, as 
the moſt elegant Deſcription of make appear 
but mean in compariſon of what in reality they 


were. Tir'd with my uneaſy Bed, I roſe much ear- 


lier thanwas my Cuſtom; and becauſe T would avoid 
the Morning Sa lutations which the Court thought it 
their Duty to pay me, and which, with all other 
Formalities of State, were now grown troubleſome, 
I went into the Palace-Garden without any Atten- 
dants, leaving Orders with them not to tell Prince 
Mulyzeden, my Father, or any other Perſon, were I 
was. It was not a Time for the Walks to be fre- 
quented, and I rambled up and down without being 
accoſted by any one, till growing a little weary, 

went into a Grotto, which was order'd fo, as to 
have many little Appartments in it, which run wind- 


ing one out of another like a Labyrinth, and might en- 


tertain ſeveral Companies without being known by 
each other to be there. I was ſcarce ſet down, be- 
fore I heard a murmuring Sound of Voices, that 
ſeemed earneſt in Diſcourſe; but whoſe they were, 


or what was the Subject of their Converſation, I 


was not able to-diſtinguiſh. It is impoſſible for any 
0 


n into the Affairs of others 


than I am at all Times, but eſpecially then, when I 
was ſo much taken up, and perplex'd with my own: 
I fat for ſome Moments without fo much as a 
Thought what they might be, till one of them rai- 
ſing his Voice ſomewhat higher than he had done, 
I heard the Name of Abdomar repeated. That Sound, 
indeed, was ſufficient to rouze me from a Lethargy, 
had I been in one. I left the Place I was in, and 
drawing nearer. as ſoftly as I could, ſoon found it was 
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no other than he, whom Prince Mulyxeden had 
dra von thither on purpoſe to engage him to diſcloſe the 
Secret he had been ſo deſirous of knowing; for pre- 
ſently I heard him ſpeak theſe Words: Say no more, 
Abdomar, (ſaid he,) ſay no more: I am nom convinced 
that all the Friendſhip thou ever pretendeſt to me, was 
Gut to flatter | me; ---- the Names of Prince, Patron, 
Friend, but Words of . and had ho other Mean- 
ing than to pleaſe me with the Sound. Sir, I conjure 
you do not rend my Soul (replied Abdomar) with ſuch 
unjuſt Suſpicions; by Heaven, by all that we adore 
— or love below, your Friendſhip is the only Pride, 
the only Foy, the only Hope, I have on Earth; and 
when 1 forfeit that, I muſt be curs'd beyond my Ene- 
mies extremeſt Malice. Why then (reſum d the Prince) 
deſt thou conceal this Secret from me? No, I never will 
believe thou loveſt me, till I obtain this Proof. I know 
too well thy honeſt generous Nature to imagine it can 
be ought thou xould'ſt be aſham'd to own; but if it 
were, to me thou might'ft diſcloſe it. anity is 
liable to Failings, and if ome ſtealing Vice has una 
wares crept into thy unguarded Wiſhes, I not oen- 
ſure it with ſuch Severity as thou thyſelf would'ſt do, 
having far more, and greater of my on. O Sir, 
 forbear,(cry'd the other,) you are too God-like good, 
| your wond rous Condeſcenſion to an unworthy Slave makes 
me more hateful n myſelf. ---- Believe it, my maſt lo- 


nour d Prince, the Crime you would diſcover, is of ſo 


black a Kid, you cow'd not know it without Dereſfa- 
tion: This once favour'd Abdomar, by you and by all 
Mankind muſt be cantemn d, abberr'd; and if there were 
a Puniſhment more terrible, that, that wou d be inflitied 
on me. Thy Words (interrupted Maulyxeden) amazing 
4 they are, can never make me think thou could'ſt bt 
guilty of a Crime I cou d not pardon. Hadſt thou con- 
{pir'd againſt my Life, half this Penitence would more 
than waſh the Stain: ---- But I will no farther preſi 
thee, keep ſtill the Secret in thy burden'd Breaſt, but 
let me kei thee with me: Do not leave me, and I will 
Ak na mere. O #3juſt Gods! ( cry'd — a 
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Voice that teſtified the utmoſt Horror) why am I 
made this Wretch ? ---- why doom d to bear more than 
a mortal Sufferance can ſuſtain ? ---- why am I forc'd, 
againſt my Inclinations, to wrong ſuch Royal Goodneſs ? 
Strike, Hate me dead with your 2 Thunders ! --- 
Lightnings blaſt me! Earth open wide, and ſwallow 
me at once ! ---- Snatch, ſnatch me, Fiends, and bear me 
quick to Hell? There's not a Devil there ſo damm d 
as 1!--- Butt hold, (continu'd he,) theſe Coward-like Com- 
plaints avail not to eraze my foul Ingratitude, my horrid 
Perjury: ---T have the Means * to end my Tor- 
tures, and chaſtiſe my Crimes. Thus, thus, my Prince, 
I will revenge you on your worſt of Foes. 
Wiru theſ. Words, as I was afterwards inform'd, 
he drew a Dagger from his Side, and was about to 
nge it in his Breaſt ; but Mulyzeden, who, by the 
inning of thoſe Exclamations, gueſs'd they would 
not ceaſe without ſome AQ of tion, was quick 
enough to prevent him; and wreſting from him the 
fatal Weapon, ſpoke in a low and melancholy Accent, 
yet loud enough for me to underſtand what he ſaid, 
in this Manner: It is enough, Abdomar, it is enough; 
IT need no more to make me gueſs at your Misfor- 
tune; — I am tos well aſſur d of your Honour to 
believe you won d injure a Prince who loves you, by 
At in which your Will had part: No, no, 
the Crime which has occaſion'd this Deſpair, is an invo- 
fo i tuntary one. There are no Rules, alas! to limit Lo 
. and 1 muſt learn to be inſenſible of Bellraizia's Charms 
ail med: before I refuſe my Pity to another, who has felt © 
r I . Tho' I liſten'd with all the Attention 
Hed WY 1 was able, I cou'd not hear one Word after this for 
ing che Space of ſeveral Minutes; and when I did, it was 
ein ſuch broken Sentences, that had I not heard the 
ron Beginning of their Converſation, I cou'd have form'd 
wore By no poſitive Judgment to what the larter Part of it 
reſi Wl tended, till Mwlyzeden, who I found was about to 
but beave him, ſpoke as he went out of the Grotto in 
wil 8 this Manner: ell, Abdomar, faid he, I ſhall no more 
diſturb you in the Enjoyment of a Solitude which you 
A Teer 
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er to the Society a Prince who loves ; 
— this, That % is 4 mighty ef ni 
teen Crimes enforced by a compulſive Fate, and tl of 
| which we are gualey of 1 thro the Obſtmacy of our 
own Will: The unhappy 1 
Fault, zur your Misfortune; but if you offer to lay 
violent Hands on your own Life, you not only antici- 

e the Decrees of Heaven, but injure me in the 
tender Part, by depriving me of a Subject I eſteem the 
moſt capable of ſerving me, and commit a Sin unpar- 
donable both by the Gods and me. By good Luck for 
me, who ſhould have been ſtrangely confus'd, had ei- 
ther the Prince or Abdomar known 1 had been Wit- 
neſs of this Diſcourſe, the former went from the 
Grotto through another Paſſage, which led to a lower 
Garden, leaving that I was in entirely free for me to 
retire, which I did, with all the 2 I cculd, 
fearing leſt Abdomar, whol found ſtill continu'd where 
he was, ſhould come out haſtily and diſcover me. 1 
walk d a Turn or two in a fine green Alley adjoining 
to it, ruminating on what had paſt : ] cannot but 
ſay, it was with an wary" 4 of Tranſport that I was 
eas'd of thoſe Rackings of Jealouſy which I had en- 
dured ſince I heard of his Impatience to return to 
Fez, and that ſo contrary to my Hopes and Ex- 
pectations, he felt the ſame tumultuous Emotions 
which Deſire creates, as had invaded me from the firſt 
Moment Mxulyzeden op -4 him to my. Preſence; 
but then the Goodneſs, the Generoſity of that un- 
| happy Prince, injur d by thoſe in whom he moſt con- 
fided, reproach'd me with Ingratitude and Falſhood: 
The Senſe of his Sufferings ſo truly touch'd me, that 
methought I could have done a Violence to my own 
Paſſion to have made him happy. But then my 
Friendſhip, to Zatilda, or I fancy'd it was that (be- 
cauſe I was aſham'd toown even to myſelf that Love 
had fo far influenc'd me) which check d the Growth 
of ſuch an Inclination before I ſcarce could feel it 
riſing in me, But to which of theſe two Motives it was 
my future Behaviour was owing, I will leave Idalia to 
© the liberty of judging. = | 
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1 had not long indulg d my Meditations, before I 
faw cloſe by me the Perſon who took up the greateſt 
Part of them: The half. diſtracted Abdomar, with 
Head declin'd, and folded Arms, had left the Grotto, 
and was coming down the Walk in which I Was; 
the Confuſion of both our Thoughts had prevented 
us from ſeeing one another till we were very near. 
The Start he gave at diſcovering me, again aſ- 
fured me he met me not with deſign, as did his 
offering, after he had made me a low Bow, to turn 
away into another Walk : But my Love inſpired me, 
at that Time, with a Boldneſs which I have a thou- 
and Times ſince wondered at; and preſently remem- 
bring the Requeſt Mwlyzeden had made me the. Day 
betore, reſolved to make that my Excuſe for en- 
tertaining the Man, for a Moment of whoſe Conver- 
lation F could almoſt have hazarded my Lite: And 
calling after him, ---- My Lord, faid I, you do very 
me in ſhunning the Preſence of a Princeſs you are 
about ſo highly to diſoblige. How ! Madam, ( cry'd the. 
furpris'd Abdomar, endeavouring as much as poſſible 
to throw of his Chagrin,) were there a Poſſibility of 
my being guilty of a Crime like that, I ſhould deſerve 
far worſe than is in the Power of a Goodneſs ſo din 
as your s to inflict; - but ſince you have tax d me with 
it, permit me to entreat the Cauſe. The How is plain, 

reſum d I, counterfeiting a Gaiety which was far 

m my Humour ;) if Prince Mulyzeden has not 
wrong'd you in his Report, yon grow weary of us, and 
are impatient to return to a The ſhort Time I have 
been here (reply d he gravely) has ſhewn me ſo much 
to admire, that if there were a perfect Heaven to be 
found on Earth, it is in the Court of Barbary I ſhould 
ſeek it; and tis ſo much my Misfo-tune, that I am ob- 
lig'd by an indiſpenſible Neceſſity to leave it, that I much 
doubt it never will be in my Power to eraze the Melan- 
choly it occaſions. Did you in reality think (aid I) 
what your Complaiſance obliges you to ſay, no Conſide- 
rations would be of force to - 2% you from a Prince who 
| he. Land” 
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cannot be hapty when yon are not with him. Abdomar 
did not immediately =_ any Anſwer to theſe Words ; 
and I, who ſtrictly obſerv'd all his Motions, perceiv'd 


this Pauſe was occaſion'd by the Suppreſſion of ſome | 


Sighs which, endeavouring to vent themſelves, had 
well nigh ſuffocated him; but having at laſt got the 
Victory over them, I am ſo little c 1 50 of — 
, ſerviceable to my Prince, Madam, (ſaid he,) 2 
Score, that without being guilty of — Inj ef to hi 
ſelf. be cannot regret my Abſence; ---- if it were 
otherwiſe, he will ſoon 45 1 in Poſſeſſion Fs . 
which will leave no room for wy 2 
eer this World can boaſt, — er Bo 
From him, who has = in the Divine ba 
zin! But till that Day, at leaſt (anſwer d I, ſmiling ) 
Jon ought not to l him, — who can tell how 
lung a Space of Time may be between this Inſtant now, 
_ that? Tou look wich Wonder in your Countenance 
(continu'd I, FOI, him ſurpris d;) but knowing 
you [a ſtrictiy ed to your Prince, I long have wiſh'd 
5 o on this Theme, and ſhould be more ob- 
lig d than Wards can thank you for, would you endea- 
wour to divert his Thoughts — one who cannot love 
bim, nor but with Horror unconceivable can ever yield 
10 Be his Wife. ---- Not Love him, Madam! ( inter- 
rupted he.) Grant Heaven my Ears deceive me! --— 
not love a Prince who has all the Perfefions that Man 
can boaſt |-—- a Prince who dies for you | and to whom 
you have given ſo many Aſſurances you would reward 
bis Paſſion | ---- *Twas by my Father's and the King's 
Commands, (reſum d I;) for know, my Heart had ne- 
ver part in what I ſaid, nor ſhall t * 
me longer to diſguiſe 45 Truth: I cannot love, 
therefore will not conſent to ---- Hold, Princeſs ! ( 7070 
the generous © jw r with Grief and 
Amazement, ) 7 on by the Gods recal that raſh 
Reſolve, which elſe — late Conſideration will enforce 
to repent : ---- Where, in the Race Man, can there 
be found a Worth like Mulyzeden's ? 
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Fuſtice, Truth, and Goodneſs, are the Ingredients of his 
Godlike Soul ! Then for his Form, O Princeſs! is ut not 
noble ? ---- What a ly Majeſty dwells in his Air ? 
What Sweetneſs in his Smiles? And with all this, a 
Love ſo true, ſo perfect, and ſo pure, that which the 
Bleſs'd above regard each other with, is ſcarce ſo free 
from Taint, Had I not been Witneſs ot the Conver- 
ſation which had lately paſs'd between him and Muly- 
eden, I ſhould not have been ſurpris d to hear him 
plead in this Manner; but knowing him his Rival, 
the Generoſity of his Soul fill'd me with a Wonder 
equal to my Love; and I muſt confeſs, tho it was 
before at the greateſt Height I then believ'd it could 
arrive, I felt from this Moment an Addition : But 
reſolved to try him farther yet, I own the Merits of 
Prince Mulyzeden, ( faid 1 y;) 6ut if you have ever 
been mted with that Paſſion, you well know that it is 
not without Reaſon that the God of it is painted blind. 
A Madam, (interrupted he,) can you confeſs the leafs 
Knowledge what 3 ſeem inſenſible of it 
for Mulyzeden's Charms ? But thus, (continu'd he 
with an Accent which expreſs'd the utmoſt Earneſt- 
nels, and falling on his Knees, ) thus, moſt adorable 
Bellraizia! let me entreat you to conſider well, e er you 
reſolve to make my Prince unhappy ; - think" what 4 
Breach of Honour and of Fuſtice it would be to throw 
him from thoſe high-rais'd Hopes to which your Promiſes 
have exalted him;--- thick he cannot out live the. cruel 
Certainty of your Unkindneſs ; and if not Love, let Pity 
move you never to let this fatal Knowledge reach his 
Ear for me, not all the Tortures which the Damn d 
endure ſhould force me to reveal it. Nor, — nor 
needſt thow, Traytor ! ( cry'd a Voice behind me,) my 
Eyes and Ears have but too well inform'd themſelves, 
and urge me thus to Vengeance. With the hearing theſe 
Words, I faw the Perſon who ſpoke them was no 
other than Prince Mulyxeden, who, returning to the 
Palace, had been Witneſs of the Poſture 4bdomar was 
in; and drawing — # as he could, * 
b 4 
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laſt Words; which unhappily miſconſtruing, tranſported 
him ſo far as to make him draw his Sword, before 
rhe other had Time to put himſelf in any Poſture of 
Defence, had he d it; but he attempted it not, 
and making bare his Breaſt when the Prince run fiercely 
at him, bad certainly bury'd the Weapon in his Heart, 
had I not interpos'd. Frighted and confus'd as I was, 
I ſent forth aShriek which might have reach'da much 
greater Diſtance, than it was to the Centinels which 
were placed at the Garden Gates, - and ſtepping be- 
tween them, ---- Check this raſb Sally of an ungovern'd 
and a cauſieſ Fury, (cry d I to the Prince,) or thro' 
Bellraizia give the Wound. Tom do well, Madam, an- 
ſwer d he, to defend the Man who has declar'd 4 1. 
fron for you, I wiſh you had that Charity for all 
love o. Your Words (reſum d I) are too myſterious 
for me to comprehend the Meaning of, and all I can ga- 
tier either from them, or Behaviour, is to me 
ontrue, and to your Friend injurious. By this Time, 
was a Crowd of Courtiers and Soldiers about 
us, and my Father, who happen d to be juſt entring 
the Garden when I call d out, came up among the 
reſt: He had heard what I Aid to the Prince, and 
caſting a furious Look at me, was about to ſpeak, 
when Mulyxeden prevented him, by ſaying, Sir, I de- 
fre you, whoſe Authority can juſtify the At, as the 
Story I have to tell you will my Accuſation, to order 
that Traytor ( pointing to Adana) into cloſe Con- 
fmement, till a worſs Puniſhment is inflicting on him. 
My Father immediately making a Sign to ſome of 
the Guard, they took him away, which he ſubmit- 
ted to with all the Reſignation imaginable. I durſt 
not utter the leaſt Word of that Indignation my Soul 
was full of to Mulyxeden, becau'e of my Father's Pre- 
ſence ; but he walking away with the Prince, who 


was impatient to disburden his Boſom of the An- 


guiſh he was poſſeſs'd of, I went to Zatilda's Ap- 
partment to communicate, to her this Adventure, and 
' ask her Advice which way I ſhould proceed ; _ 
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had 2 ol recount it to her, before I receiv'd 
a Me m t ng to retire to my own Side, 
and _— ſtir 2 without Per million, == 
Both the Princeſs and myſelf were extremely ſtartled 
at this unexpected Miſſion; but the Perſon who 
brought it not leaving the Chamber till I went with 
him, neither of us had Opportunity to expreſs what 
we thought. £44, 

AFTER I was conducted to my Appartment, I 
found it was my Priſon ; the Perſons who waited on 
me were order d to admit no Perſons without a par- 
ticular Licence, nor deliver any Letter or Meſlage for 
me without other Orders than my own. Incens'd to 
the greateſt Vehemence my Temper could be rais'd. 
to, at hearing this Command, I entreated to fee my 
Father; but was told his Rage againſt ne was too 
violent to permit me to come into his Preſence, till 
he could bear it with more Calmneſs. ---- 


As the charming Bellraizia was in this Part of her 
Story, ſhe was interrupted by the ſudden Riſing of a 
Storm, which expreſs the utmoſt Fury of the warring 
Elements: At firſt with .diſtant Roar the won | 
Winds but threaten d Danger, but ſoon the dreadfu 
Noiſe came nearer; from every Quarter of the 
Heavens the Tempeſt ſeem d to blow, and d 
the Pilot's utmoſt Skill and Care: But ſoon there was 
no uſe of either; the horrible Hurricane baffled the 
Sailor's Art, and thoſe who were adventurous enough 
to aim at ſtemming it, paid dearly for their vain At- 
tempt. ---- At length, Maſts, Cables, Rudder, all that 
could be defenſive, being loſt, the Ship was tet about 
at Pleaſure of the mounting Waves, which, ſometimes 
bore it almoſt to the Skies, and ſometimes dafh'd it 
down ſo low, that thoſe that were aboard had little 

of riſing. --- A vaſt Variety of Horror might 


unfit either to live or die, but frighted at the Ap- 


prehenſions of Death's near A E ran up and 


down confus d, ſome curſing, ing. No 
N Fs 8 4 Calm - 


N 


5 up to it with all the Speed their Oars enabled them: 
They arrived juſt Time enough to prevent Idalia and 
her Supporter from ſinking, as elſe they muſt inevit- 


— 


106 1D ALIA: o, part II. 


Calm appeared but in the Faces of Abdomar, and 
his Bellraixia, and they appear d undaunted but for 
each other's Fate, and ſeem d to comfort them ſelves, 
that ſince they muſt die, they ſhould die together. 
As for Idalia, not all the Misfortunes ſhe had endur'd, 
or the little Probability there was that Life ſhould 
afford her any great Portion of Felicity, could en- 


able her to ſupport the Terror of this dreadful Hour; 


for it was not much more from the beginnin 


of 
the Storm to the Time in which the Ship, bulin 
inſt a Rock, was daſh'd to Pieces Moſt of the 
. — as expert as they were in ſwimming, pe- 
riſhed in this watry Deſolation; but Idalia, reſerv'd 
to know more and greater Ills than yet ſhe had en- 
dur d, was miraculouſly preſerv d: In her Fright ſhe 
had catch'd faſt hold of one of the Beams which 
ribb'd the Side of the Ship, which being in the 
dreadful Crack torn off, ſhe clinging round it, was 
lunged at once among the Waves, Who that had 
Witneſs of this Scene wonld ever have believed 

they ſhould have ſeen her alive on Shore? Yet it ſo 
pleas d Providence, that the Storm, as though it had 
done the Work it was rais'd for, ceas d immediately 
after, and the Piece of Timber lightly floating bore 
her to the Wreck of another Ship, which, like that 


the had been in, had ſuffer d. The broken Carcaſs 


lay toſſing up and down, and ſtopp'd her further Pro- 
greſs. They were ſo near the Shore, that ſome Peo- 
ple (as tis common for thoſe who live by the Sea- 
en outin Boats either to enrich themſelves by 
the Ruins of thoſe who have periſhed, or to afford their 
Help to thoſe who are in a Condition of receivin 
it, ſpy'd afar off with Wonder this little Log, which 
they diſcern'd bore ſomething living on it, and made 


ably have done, ſuck d into the Whirlpool which that 


unwieldy Wreck had made, and it was with all the 
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Difficulty in the World, and danger to themſelves, 
that they ſaved her. She was more dead than alive 
when got her into the Boat ; but rowing back 
again as ſoon as they could, one of the Men, who 
ha to be of a charitable and compaſſionate 
Diſpoſition, carry'd her in his Arms to a little Cot- 
tage he had juſt by the Sea-fide. - He had a Wife, 
whoſe Humanity and Goodneſs was much beyond 
what could be expected from People of their Station 
ſhe undreſs d her, laid her on a Bed, and us d the 
utmoſt of her Endeavours to bring her to herſelf, 
which at length ſhe was ſucceſsful in; and Idalia 
lifting up her Eyes, began to enquire where ſhe was, 
and what happen'd ; for ſhe: was capable of remem- 
rai, nothing, fince that dreadful Burſt which tore 
her from her Company: Which when ſhe had been 
inform'd of, and that in all Probability there was not 
a Perſon fav'd but herſelf, ſhe was in the 
Concern imaginable for the unhappy Fate of 
and Bellraizia. 

SHE continued ſome Days too weak to travel ; 
and after ſhe was in a Condition, could not reſolve 
in what Manner: Her Beauty had led her into ſo 
many Dangers, that ſhe reſolved for the future to diſ- 
guiſe her Sex till ſhe ſhould arrive at a Place of Safe- 
Ar, 22 in her Deſign of going to Napler, 

ght her beſt Way would be through Rome, being 


now not above thirty Miles from thence. She had a 


String of Diamonds in her Hair the Day ſhe left her Fa- 
ther's Houſe, and on her putting on the Habit of a 
Country Girl to eſcape from the Houſe where the 
unknown Perſon had 4 her, ſhe had ty'd it round 
her Arm under her Sleeve ; this ſhe gave to hergood 
old Hoſt to fell, knowing it would be ſufficient to 
xa for his Trouble, and defray the Expences of 
ourney. 

Tax 4 Fellow honeſtly diſcharg'd the Truſt re- 
poſed in him, and brought her ſeven hundred Crowns; 
ſome part of which ſhe diſpos d of in making him _ 


teſt 
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his Wife a grateful Retribution for their Kindneſs; * 
and ſome of it ſhe laid out in furniſhing herſelf with 
Men's Clothes; the reſt ſhe kept to ſupply her in her 
Travels. But what befel her in them, and the Con- 
tinuance of the Adventures of Abdomar and Bellraizia 
(who had not periſhed as ſhe imagined) muſt be left 
tor the next Part; which ſhall be the aft, and fully 
conclude the Hiſtory of this unhappy Wanderer. 


The End F the Second Part. 
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Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 
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„ O little are thoſe bleſt with a pa- 
| ternal Protedꝭ ion, able to co 
hend the thouſand Dangers which 
attend a wandring and unguarded 
State of Life ! The unhappy Idalia, 
accompany'd by that wok 
natur'd poor Fellow, who had pre- 
ſerved her from the Sea, had gone above halt her 
Journey to Rome without meeting apy Oppoſi- 
tion ; but happening to overtake Gentlemen, 
who falling into Diſcourſe with her on the Road, 
had told her, were travelling that Way, ſhe diſ- 
charg'd her Guide, as believing ſhe ſhould have no 
further need of him. Her Min's Clothes, which 
ſhe became exceeding well, ſhe thought was Securi» 
ty enough from any of thoſe Inſults ſhe had'of late 
been. ſo bent d wih, and the Company of theſs 

en 
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Gentlemen from the Danger of loſing her Way, or 
any other Inconvenience. But, alas ! as much as ſhe 
imagined ſhe knew of the World, and as great a Va- 
99 Sa ga ax rv y 
| into a Misfortune ot | 
leaſt Notion of © She had not parted from : Con- 
ducter above a quarter of an Hour, before her new 
Companions began to ask her, what her Buſineſs was 
at Rowe; how far ſhe had trayelled ; the Names of 
her Parents ; and a thoufand other impertinent Que- 
ſtions, which ſhe was not a little puzzled in w 
Manner to anſwer ; But ſhe thought there was no 
great Occaſion for diſguifing the Story of her Ship- 
wreck, therefore gave them a brief Account of that ; 
and as to the reſt of their Enquires, only told them, 
That her Deſign was for Naples, but having ſuffered 
ſo much by Uncertainty of the Weather, ſhe 
choſe rather to take ſo long a Journey by Land, than 
truſt any more to the Mercy of the Sea. did 
not ſeem fatisfy'd with this Reply, but preſs'd her 
very much to let them know to what Study ſhe had 
been bred. Tun appear, faid one ot them, te be @ we- 
pretty Youth ; I cannot think you are of Duality, 
becauſe you are without an Equipage, | 
imagine your Education has been either for the Gown, 
or the Army. Doubtleſe it is ſo, added the other, and 
you have no Reaſon to conceal the Truth of your Af. 
fairs frem us, who probably may be of Service to you. 
Ay, relumed he that ſpoke firſt, that we may, pro- 
vided he has but Reſolution. Hark 1 
looking on Idalia,)] can you handle Arms ? --— Have 
N ever learn d to Fence ?--- Interrogatories like theſe 
took from her all Capacity of anſwering! She grew 
both terrified and amazed, though ſhe knew not the 
Cauſe, till one of them, who ſeemed to be the fierceſt, 
© /, . gave her to underſtand they were of thoſe who were 
Called the Banditti, and that it ſhe would conſent tc 
liſt herſelf among them, ſhe would never want for any. 


Thing. At this Information it was as much as ſhe 
7 could WW 
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fummoning all the little Spirit ſhe had left, at laſt ſhe 
had Courage to tell them, ſhe had neither need, nor 
was fit for any ſuch Employ”: But that ſhe thank d 
them for their kind Intentions; and endeavoured to 
make her Refufal as civil as ſhe could, fearing, and 
not without Reaſon, that Men who lived as they did, 
were not of a Humour to endure Plain-dealing. But 
all ſhe could fay, palliated not the Biterneſs of her firſt 
Words, ſa. much as to engage them to forgive the 
Contempt with which they found themſelves treated; 
and one of them looking on his Fellow, preſently 
cry'd, Damn the little ſaucy Raſcal, let us ſtick him 
againſt a Tree. ---- No, Fe ied the other, who ſeem d 
ſomething more pitiful,) let the fooliſh Boy live to re- 
bis refuſmg ſo good an Offer; tis not worth our 
Trouble to kill him. Well then, faid the firſt, we'll 
ſee what a Stock of Money he has that makes him ſo 
Proud ; and ſince he thinks himſelf above ſecreting with 
s C 


us, be ſhall help to ſupport us without 
Ay, ay, rejoin'd the other, with all my Heart. 
Poor Idalia was too much frighted all this while 
to be able to utter one Word more, though by it ſhe 
had been ſure to ſave both her Life, and that which 
was now almoſt as precious to her, that little M 
which had been raiſed on the laſt Thing ſhe had © 
Value in the World, but ſuffered herſelt to be ſtripp'd 
of it without either entreating, or complaining. Af- 
ter they had ranſacked her Pockets, they contented 
themſelves with what they found there, and killing 
the Beaſt ſhe rode on, (to prevent her making any 
Purſtit after them, in caſe any Perſons ſhould * 
to come that Way, and join with her in it,) left her 
to get to Rome as ſhe could. 

T was ſome Time before the Terror this Acci- 
dent had put her in, gave her leave even to reflect on 
the Misfortune that was befallen her; but when ſhe 
did, ſcarce any Thing could ſeem more dreadful. to 
her : Had they not Jeſtroyed her Horſe, ſhe might 
have hoped either to 15 found her Way to Rome, 
or ſome other Town, from whence ſhe might have 

writ 


— 


_-— now diſloling all her lovely Face to the Sun's burn. 
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writ to Venice for a Supply; but to travel on Foot, 
was little le to the Weakneſs and Delicacy of 
her Sex and Conſtitution : Beſides, to be entirely de- 
ſtitute of Money in a Place ſo * . — unknown, 
was what might have ſhocked a Courage infinite] 
exceeding her s. She vented ſome Part of the Anguiſh 
of her Soul in Tears, but they 8 her 
forward in her Journey, and the Neceſſity there was 
of proſecuting it, ſhe at h roſe from. the Ground 
The had been fitting on, and began her weary Pilgri- 
mage; the ts of which, and the little Proba- 
bility there was ſhe ſhould ever be able to go through 
it, render'd her yet more uncapable. She went on 
' a flow Pace, yet too faſt for her to continue long, and 
her 2 and Spirits failing, a thouſand torment- 
4 ions all at once aſſaulting her, 2 
which the natural Chearfulneſs of her Diſpoſition 
had fo often repelled, now ſeiz d on her whole Soul; 
ſhe yielded to the black Idea of her Woe, and think- 
ing it vain to ſtruggle any more againſt the o er- 
owering Tide of | — 968 Afflicton, ſuffer'd herſelf to 
be born away with it, and for ſome Moments loſt 
the Pain of Thought. She was ſtretched at her 
Length in a kind of Slumber, or rather Fit, by the 
tide of a little Stream which ran through a Meadow 
in fight of the great Road: Her Hat, when ſhe lay 
down, had fallen off her Head, and her delicate Hair 
was blown by the Wind to and fro, now ſhading, 


ing View , who, if capable of thoſe Defires which 
Poets have deſcribed him with, muſt have forſaken 
his Car, and ſtoop'd to be more bleſt than Daphne, 
had ſhe been kind, could ever have made him. 

IT was in this Love and Pity-moving Poſture 
The was diſcovered by a Lady; who paſling by in her 
Chariot had ſeen ſomething lie at that Diſtance; and 
had Curiolity enough to alight and walk to the 
Place where ſhe Was. But when ſhe beheld the 
Features of the beautiful 1dalia, which neither the Fa- 
tague, nor Fright, nor Grief ſhe had endured could 

9 1 render 
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render unlovely, ſte began to feel a Trembling at her 
Heart, which ſhe was too well acquainted with, not 
to comprehend : But not beitig of a Humour to con- 
ſtrain her Inclinations, indulged the growing Flame 
by gazing on, till the ſeeming Chevalier beginning a 
| little to recover, looking up with Aſtoniſhment to 

ſee a Lady of a moſt dazzling Appearance, and attend- 

ed by a Number of Servants in a Place where but 

a Moment before (as ſhe imagined) ſhe had been alone, 

and without Hope of meeting any Body, had ſuch 

an additional Charm to what her fleeping Graces 

wore, that the already enflamed Lady, taking her for 
what her Dreſs beſpoke her, was now half mad with 
wild Deſires ; but endeavouring to conceal her Senti- 
ments from the Obſervation of her Servants, ſhe 
turned to them, and being of a ready Invention, pre- 
{ently told them, that lovely Youth was one of her 

near Relations, and ſhe ſuppoſed by ſome Villany 
had. been betray'd, and left there in that Manner. Ida- 
lia was enough come to herſelf to hear what ſhe 
ſaid, but had not Preſence of Mind at that Juncture to 
22 how — ſhould behave : At 8 

of diſcoverin Sex, believing it might be an In- 
—— 2 — of the ſame to afford her ſome Re- 
liet; but her ſpeaking in that Manner to her Atten- 
dants, prevented her, and ſhe remained ſilent, as not 
being able to gueſs what 'twas ſhe meant, till the La- 
dy asking her how ſhe came to be alone ; ina 
Diſorder which was viſible in her Face, ſhe told her 
ſhe had been 
her nothing 


em d; and ſince Iknow you area great Way from 
your own Home, be pleas'd to accept of mine for ſome 
time : My Houſe is not above three Miles diſtant from 
hence; I have a Chariot waits, and you ſhall go with 
me to take that Repoſe which che Codition 1 fd on 
in ſeems to require. Idalia had not the Power of an- 
ſwering her any otherwiſe than with a low. Bow, ſo 
much had one Surpriſe on the Back of other do? 
| 2. 


\ 


114 IDALIA:' o, Part II. 


iv'd her of her wonted Readineſs of Apprehenſion; 

t thinking whatever Deſign this unknown Lady 
had, either in the Civilities ſhe ſhew'd her, or the 
Tale ſhe had invented of her being a Relation, it could 
not be any — 29 her Prejudice, or if it were, it 
was ſtil] ſhifting the Scene of Vexation, which to the 
Wretched is ſome Eaſe, ſhe gave her Hand, and ſuffered 
her to lead her to the Chariot ; whereas ſoon as they 
were ſeated, I perceive, faid the Lady, that you are fur- 
pris'd at what I told my Servants ; but it was 4 
Stratagem which my Prudence inſpir'd me with: My 
Pity to fee a Perſon of your Appearance in ſo dejected 
4 Poſture, firſt led me to a Reſolution to remedy your 
Misfortunes, if it be in my Power ; and the Regard 
_ Woman ought to have for her Reputation, join'd 
#0 the common Safety of us both, to make 2 paſs as 
4 Relation, leſt at the Return of my Husband, who is 
now Abſent, and will be for ſome Days, my Behavi- 
our ſhould be reported to him in a different Manner 
what I would have it.---- There is, continued 

"The, 4 curs d Nece — . — | 5 
ſometimes to diſguiſe the Truth, and at Reaſon 
Fools | ſhould 2 Marry. Tie ee and the 
Air which accommpany d them, made the pre- 
tended Chevalier gueſs to what Motive ſhe was in- 
debted for this unexpected Relief, and in ſpite of the 
various Diſquiets which poſſeſs d her, could ſcarce for- 
bear ſmiling to herſelf at the Oddneſs of fuch an Ad- 
venture ; but thinking it could not be to her Detri- 
ment to humour the Caprice, and having too well 
been acquainted with what Men fay on thoſe Oc- 
| eafions, anſwered her in Terms which were infinite- 
ly obliging to her. Donna Antonia, (for that was 
the Name of this Lady) already began to flatter her- 
elf with a Belief ſhe was ſecure of rhe Heart of 
this young Charmer; and free from all thoſe Fears 
which generally are the Companions of Love, talk'd 
all the Way with as much Familiarity as tho? their 
Acguaintance had bore the Date of many as Years as 
it did of — ANA INNS 
'* ame 
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Name and Quality of her Lover, our little Hero 
ſently told her, I hat though there were ſome Reaſon 
which obliged him to conceal himſelf, yet that be 
ſhould make no Scruple of letting her know both 
who he was, and why he left the Place of his Birth: 
And then related a long Account, which ſhe form'd 
inth2 ſpeaking, That ſhe was born at Verona of one of 
the moſt noble Families in the Place ; but, having 
the Misfortune to kill in a Duel a Son of one of the 
Magiſtrates, was obliged to fly till the Affair could 
be made up. This, Madam, laid the counterfeit Don, 
is my 2 nor have I any Thing farther to _— 
than that in my Way to Rome I met ſome 
the Banditti, who have plundered me of all t 
* Jewels, and Bills, I had about me, 3 
in the Condition in 2 your Compaſſion found me, 
without any Thing to recommend me to your Care, 
but 4 — entirely free a her all 9 — except 
thoſe which the I Charms has made. 
In fine, the little LtarSy in a Faſhion ſo a- 
le to the Sex ihe imitated, that it was no Won - 
Rn Ang was both deceived and charmed 
with it. When they came to the End of their Jour- 
ney, they ali hted at the Gate of a magnificent Dwel- 
ling, which being open'd, our young Adventurer was 
conducted in with all imaginable ony ; a fine 
Collation was immediately ſet forth, where the rich- 
eſt Wines, choiceſt Fruits, and extravagant Kindneſs 
of the fair Inviter, ſtrove which moſt ſhould pleaſe 
the beloved Gueſt : But, alas! whatever Smiles her 
Face might be conſtrain'd to wear, her Heart felt lit- 
tle Satisfaction in all the Splendor ſhe ſaw about her, 
and the Welcome ſhe found : She long'd with the 
utmoſt Impatience to be alone, and at liberty to in- 
— a Melancholy ſhe had but too juſt a Cauſe for; 
— to be ſtill out of with the late 
Fai, — ſhe might retire. Antonia willi 
her Favorite in i all Things, deny'd Her 
the ä 


* 


116 1D AL IA: Or, Part III. 


his Repoſe, and ordered him to be ſhewed to a 
Chamber, one of the nobleſt in the Houſe. 

TD ALIA had been ſo much accuſtomed to the Viciſ- 
ſitudes of Fortune, that ſhe was lefs aſtoniſſid at this, 
than probably another would have been: But it ſerv'd 
very much to encreaſe the Perplexities ſhe was in. 
She knew not whether to conſider it as a good or 
i! Chance: To be relieved from the Fear of pe- 
riſhing in ſo miſerable a Manner as that of Want, ſhe 
could not but acknowledge as a peculiar Mark of the 
Care of an All- ſeeing Providence; but then the Paſſion, 
which the Miſtake of her Sex had inſpir d in the Per- 
_ fon ordain'd to be her Deliverer, ſhe thought an Omen 
of ſomething fatal to her, though ſhe could by no 
means form any Conjecture by what Means, Full 
of melancholy Reflections of the Dangers, the Ter- 
rors, the Diſappointments ſhe had met, and thoſe 
which in all likelihood ſhe was yet to encounter, ſhe 


fancied ſhe the unaccountable Obſtacles which 


had hitherto hindred her from a monaſtick Life, the 
moſt of any Misfortune ſhe had t h; but, 
alas! how little was ſhe capable of judging of her own 
NES Gn wa. anleaeg cow 
he ſwelli s whenever Imagination 
ſented him to — thoſe tender Wiſhes in his 
Eyes, which often ſhe had read there, ---- the Horror 
which invaded her, when ſhe reflected on his Infide- 
lity, ---- would ſoon. have made her ſenſible in any 
other's Caſe, that it was to the Temple of Love the 
chiefeſt of her Oriſons were di „ and Religion 
had but the ſecond Place. But however it were, never 
Woman endured more through the working of fo 
many different Paſſions ; and it was the Confuſion of 
her Thoughts alone that render'd her incapable of 
forming, much leſs of keeping any Reſolution Rea- 
ſon ſhould ſuggeſt, It certainly had been the moſt 
ent, as well as moſt honourable Part, to have con- 
 fels'd herſelf a Woman to Donna Antonia; but the 
Uncertainty what ſhe ſhould do, or where to retreat, 
if by that Diſcovery ſhe ſhould forfeit her ag =} 


A 
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deterr'd her from it. The Perturbations of her Mind, 
which hinder'd her from cloſing her Eyes all Night, 
the vaſt Fatigue ſhe had endur'd in walking ſo much 
beyond her , her with a Cold ſhe had 
got by lying on the Graſs, threw her into a Fever; 
which as ſoon as Antonia was inform'd of by the Ser- 
vant whom ſheſent with a Good-morrow, ſhe order- 
ed a Phyſician immediately to give his Attendance; all 
imaginable Care was taken, nor could there have been 
more, had the Welfare of the whole World depended 
on this ſingle Life. What Zeal, what Caution, 
what Tenderneſs, does Love inſpire, when alarmed 
. with the leaſt of loſing the beloved Object 
Antonia would needs be preſent at every Preſcription, 
truſted no Hand but her own to mingle up the Me- 
dicines, watch'd- herſelf by the Bedſide, and chid the 
tardy Nurſe's Sloth, liſten'd to every Groan, and an- 
| ſwer'd them with Sighs. Never did the fondeſt Wife, 
the tendereſt Mother, or moſt dutiful Child, with 
ſuch unfeigned Concern, ſuch intereſted Hopes and 
Fears, alternate Joy and Terror, every Day, almoſt 
every Hour, receive the different Sentiments which 
the Phyſicians gave, according as the Diſtemper abated 
or encreas'd. For ſeveral Days no ſettled Judgment 
r „ the 
Strength of Nature in ſo y A on, join- 
ed to the extraordinary — 4 Skill which had 
been us d, o'crcame the Malignity of the Diſeaſe, and 
ſhe was tranſported with the News, that her dear 
Couſin (for ſo ſhe call'd the feign'd Chevalier) was 
entirely out of Danger. e 
Bur this Indiſpoſition had made a very great Al- 
teration in the Sentiments of Idalia; for as before 
ſhe but fancy d ſhe wiſh'd for a Recluſe Life, ſhenow 
in reality began to do ſo; with her bodily Strength, 
ber Paſſions were now debilitated, the Noiſe and Hur- 
ry of the World were now in good earneſt odious 
to her, and Love itſelf, though not wholly extin- 
Bug. burned with a dim and teeble Fire: The 
Duties of Religion, and a true „ 


— 


rs  IDALIA: or, Part III. 
Sh Miſmanagement and Follies of her Life, now 
' took up all her Thoughts; and as * | 

poſition generous enough, when Vanity, Pride, or Love, 

did not overſway her, ſhe reſolved to undeceive Auto- 

nia, and uſe the utmoſt of her Endeavours to per- 

{wade her to turn the Current of her Affections, 

where both the Laws of God and Man required them, 

and henceforward baniſh all Defire but for her Hus- 

band. She had juſt fix'd herſelf in this pious Reſolution, 

when Antonia came into the Chamber; and before ſhe 

could have an Opportunity of executing it, told her, the 

Reaſon ſhe had abiented herſelf fo long, (tor ſhe had 

not been there in ſome Hours,) was, That her Hus- 

band was returned from Vrerbo, where he had been 

ſome Time before her Arrival, and that in Decency 

the had been oblig'd to Dine with him; but Having 
\ told him, ſhe a near Relation in the Houſe, he 

- _defir'd, if it was not inconſiſtent with his Repoſe, 

to be admitted to viſit him. What Idalia had to ſay 

would have taken up more Time than could now be 

ſpar d; beſides, ſhe was willing to ſee what the Per- 

| and Behaviour of this Gent would allow her 

to fay in his Favour, before ſhe attempted to work 

EE any Change in the Sentiments of his Wife: There- 

tore only telling her ſhe ſhould receive the Favour he 

intended her with that Pleaſure which became one 

ſo much oblig'd, Antonia took her Leave with a 

_ — it was not to him he had been 

1 herd, an 5 

ber Husband, , | 8 W 
IDALTA, by reaſon of her Weakneſs, till kept 
her Bed, but was ſupported by Pillows in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that ſhe rather ſar than lay: She had compos d 
her Mind as much as poſſible, that ſhe might be the 
better able to make a judgment of this Gentleman. 
But how immediately was it o erthrown! - how, 
in an Inſtant, was all the Sedateneſs ſhe had aſſum'd 
ö d into Confuſion, Shame, Horror, Diſtraction, 
when the Moment they enter'd the Room the ſaw 
the Husband of Antonia was no other nt. 
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What Words can repreſent, what Heart conceive 
what hers endured at this ſo unexpected, ſo ſhocking 
a View ! A thouſand Furies all at once poſſeis d her, 
chill Fear and burning Rage, wild Jealouſy and mall 
Deſpair, and Thought-disjointing Amazement, with 
all the black Ideas could raiſe, crowed into her 
Soul. ---- Of all the ſurpriſing Accidents of her unhap- 
py Life, nothing is more to be wondered at, than 
that ſhe ſurvived this dreadful Moment, or at leaſt did 
not by ſome Extravagance diſcover both her Sex, and 
the Cauſe of her Diſtraction: But though her Eyes 
ſhot perfect Fires, and ſeem'd to ſtart from forth 
their glowing Orbs, her Lips trembled, her Hair 
ſtood an end as though ſome ſome Spectre had met 
her Sight, and every Limb was ſhook with inward 
Agonies, yet ſhe neither ſpoke, nor ated any Thin 
hich could give the Standers-by — of - 
fing from what Cauſe the Alteration they beheld had 
_ Antonia appeared infinitely troubled to find 
o ſudden a Cha which ſhe looked on as a Re- 
lapſe into that Dileenper which had given her fo ma- 
ny Fears; and 'Myrtano's ' Goed-Nature and Com- 
oblig'd him -to join in her Concern. They 
ſtay'd not above a Moment or two, Myrtano eaſily 
perceived the S8 was not in a Condition to en- 
dure Company, Antonia ran inſtantly away to 
—— e e ee 
AD f * I 
mi ny nar or — — herſelf 
undiſcovered ; for it was not to any of 
Mind that her Reſerve was owing; but to the too 
great Multitude of various Emotions, which, war- 
ring with each other in her Boſom, would not fuf- 
fer her to utter any. She fell into a Swoon the 
Moment they left the Room, and by that Means 
near diſcover d to the old Nurſe that 
, that her Patient was not of the Sex ſhe 
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wore cloſe button d. juſt as ſne recovered: But her 
ill Genius had 8 ſo far over her good one, as 
not to ſuffer the Diſcovery to be made in a Manner 
Þ little to her Prejudice, as alſo to prolong her Life, 
to experience more Miſery : In ſpite of her Weakneſz, 
in ſpite of the additional Torments the Sight of Myr- 
tano, as Husband of Antonia, had inflicted on her, 
ſhe grew better every Day, and in a Week's Time 
was able to walk about Chamber : All which 
Time ſhe was viſited ſeveral Times in a Day by the 
fair Wife of Don Myrtano, who in ſpite of the Cau- 
tion ſhe had of giving him any Suſpicion of her In- 
clinations, could not forbear gratifying them ſo far 
as to come as often as ſhe could get an Opportunity, 
to look upon her Soul's Ador d. But the Sentiments 
of Idalia —.— entirel y cb d wh 3 25" 
longer thoug t it to e 
nor could find in 2 to uſe any Endeavours for 
the Converſion of Antonia; ſhe rather wiſhed her In- 
difference for him might encreaſe; for ſince ſhe 
-knew her to be a Rival, and a Rival poſſeſs'd of all 
. thoſe Joys ſhe once had vainlv hoped, not all the good 
Offices ſhe had done her could hinder her trom re- 
r with a mortal Hatred. - Him too ſhe 
.hated, or ſhe imagin d at that Time ſhe did ſo; and 
df in the wild Tumults of her troubled Thoughts ſhe 
ever was compos d enough to pray, it was only to 
invoke Heaven to rey her Wrongs, and curſe 
them both with laſting Diſcord and eternal Strite. 
+ ALL the Time of her keeping her Chamber, Myr- 
tano had never offered to vifit her fince the firſt Time; 
at which ſhe was not a little aftoniſhed, and began to 
fear that even in that tranſient View he had ſeen enough 
3 h her Diſguiſe to know her ; and conſcious of 
the Tnjuſtice he had been guilty of to her, was aſham'd 
to meet the Reproaches of her Eyes. Antonia was 
alſo ſurpriſed, but would not preſs it, nor ask the 
Reaſon of his Neglect, leaſt he ſhould imagine her, as 
ſhe was, too far intereſted in it; and having by his 
Abſence greater © N * hex ho 
E359 | * , 
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a not much perplex herſelf about finding out the 
Meaning of his allowing her to do ſo. She was in- 
finitely more concern d, that the Darling of her 
Wiſhes had made ſo ſmalla Return to her Advances: 
The ſeeming Youth had behaved himſelf with fo 
much Galkntry the Day ſhe brought him home, 
that ſhe expected an immediate Declaration of Afſec- 
tion would have enſued. All the Time of his Sick- 
neſs ſhe had no other Fear than to be deprived of 
A Deſires a? paſt Death; but now, when ſhe — 
„ ſhe found her 
82 Fol on © them than ever ſhe had I Is 
key d herſelf ; and one Day being alone in the Cham- 
ber with him, could no longer contain the furious 
Ardour with which ſhe was poſſeſs d, but not only 
by her Words, but alſo Actions, endeavour'd to make 
the dear Ungrateful ſenſible how much ſt.e had ſuf- 
fer'd from his Coldneſs. | 
IDALIA, who hated her before for being the 
Wife of M „now deſpis d and ſcorn'd her; the 
S . 
ber, or appear 


the had no Lass ſpoke theſe Words than he ruſſd 
into the Room with his Sword drawn, and had cer- 
tainly prevented her from ever ſaying more, if his 
Wife, as much ſurpris d as ſhe was, had not been 
quick enough to prevent him, by catching faſt hold 
of his Arm, and continuing to hang it, notwith- 
ſanding all his Lakers? to — off; Begone, 
perfidious Woman, ſaid he furiouſly, unleſt you . to 
beriſb, with your Minion, 4 Victim to your , ſhameful 
Paſſon. Is it not enough that ' you conſpir'd the Deatls 
of ber "who: alone was worthy 72 Love, but you muſt 
add Adultery e Deſign of Murder: You know 
I 2 N ignorant of your „Dor more than 
773 2 How dare you.then to temp? me 
55% All * 
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at once? I never, never wrong d you, (interrupted ſhe, ſtil 
clinging faſt about him:) if I contriv'd my N. 
Death, 'twas Love of you that was the Cauſe, mhu- 
man Man as you are to upbraid me with it. And was 
it Love of me (reſum'd he, more violently) that in- 
due d you to court this Stranger, whom falſy you would 
have paſs'd on me for a Relation i ---- But I have been 
inſorm d all, and will have Reparation. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he us d his utmoit Force to diſengage 
himſelf, and having done it, ran fiercely at Idalia; 
which ſhe perceiving, evaded the Blow by falling on 
her Knees; and imagining ſomething by the Re- 
proaches which in his Indignation he had made his 
Wite, prevented him from litting up his Hand againſt 
eee nn 
J conjure e fe tull you ti 
SO PPE 7 and till you ſatisfy me who 
was, your Wife ſo cruelly deſign'd to murder, 
What is that to thee 3 (reſum d he, vex'd that he had 
2 A him.) Oh tis of wo Moment, 
(anſwer „) perhaps, to and me, than yet you 

ebend. 9 then, and for your 
enn, indulge my Curioſity in this Requeſt, and tell me, 
if the Lady deſtin d to fall a Sacrifice to you and Love 


was, not call a Idalia? Both the Husband and the 


— 


Wife ſtarted from their Places they ſtood in at the 
Mention of that Name, as tho a Clap of Thunder 
had pronounced it; but the former looking carneſtly 
in the Face of the Perſon that ſpoke it for the ſpace of 
two or three Minutes, found ſomething there that diſſi- 


pated great Part of the Fury that he had been in: The 
Kir, the Features, and the Voice of 1dalia were too 


| ly imprinted in his Memory not to be diſtin- 
guiih'd thro all Diſguiſes. Immediately he knew her, 
and x of his Wife's Preſence, flew to her, 


and caught her in his Arms, and cricd in an Extaff 


— < 
2 
7 ** 


Wich no falſe Lover could feign, Ir in, it in Idalia, 


my-only everlaſting Charmer. 4 53 as s 
Ir was impoſſible for a Woman, who lov'd with 
that Tranſcendency of Paſſion, co be cht 2 
2 1. ne et 
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yet feel no Satisſaftion in the tender Preſſure: Not all 
the Reſentment ſhe had againſt him for his marrying 
another, had Power to make her reſiſt his Embraces; 
but as ſoon as he had given them Truce, which he did 
ol to gratify his Sight with another View of her 
— * Face, as he had done his Touch in 
bang her to his Boſom, ſhe recollected herſelf 
to remove ſome few Steps from him; and lookin 
Fo to pt l ſhe 
Power to put on, I was ſatisfied you ſhould know 
0 , b uld be ſenſible 


wrong in 
DEED but 2 


EIS be T: great à Crime in me, 
t = el fed guilty He was 
4 255 a ar 1 —— whe 
the hück ub unable, by reaſon of her Sur- 
on og any Part of the Rage ſhe was full 
of, 15 7 = Tan thin _— And are 
? Te, 2 ſhe, not at all daunted at 
S her Countenance; ) and I ima- 
$72 you are the Neice of Count Miramont. *Tis pro- 
here might have follow'd a Combat of Words, 

the War of — if Don Myrtano had not put an 
Ead to it. Madam, (ſaid he to his Wife, in a Voice 
nothing ſoften'd from that in which he had ſpoke 
to her the lam aſſur d no Inj — 1 be 
done me, yet your Intentions were th ame. My own 
Ears heard you declare a Paſſion fo Sex 
and Character; but it is hereafter that I ſhall tell you 
my Sentiments on this Affair. In the mean Time I 
mee you, by «that Power the Name of Husband 
2. (and which your all' Title either 
e or Reſpect . 2 make wſe of.) to 
— — own Apartment, wait my Coming. 
This, er perceiving her not 
dot ro go) if you reuſe vo 4 ; will the Moment 
ma 


124 IDALIA: Or, Part III. 
male Complaints Behaviour to the Pope, and 
lay before him 4 — Scene of your Proceedings. 
Of as haughty and impatient a Diſpoſition as Antonia 

Was, this Menace exacted her Compliance; and ſhe 
left the Room, only caſting a Look back on Idalia 
-which ſpoke, more plainly than a thouſand Words 
could do, the Violence of ker Rage. 

Tux Reader will eaſily imagine, that after ſhe was 
gone, Don 2 addreſſed his long-loſt Charmer 
with all the ſoft Endearments ſuitable to ſo ſurpri 
an Occaſion; but ſhe, who was not willing to yei 
to the Pleaſure ſhe took in hearing them, and with- 
al deſirous to be inform'd by what means Donna An- 
tonia had known her to have been her Rival, it be- 
ing a Secret ſhe believ'd to all in Venice, and alſo if 
it were really ſhe who had brib'd the wnknown Per- 
ſon to murder her in the Foreſt, let him know it 
would be more ſatisfactory to her to be let into what 

be knew of theſe Affairs, than all he could ſay on 

any other. He was too glad of an Opportunity, 
which, while he obliged her in the Grant of her Re- 
queſt, would alſo clear him of his ſuſpected Infideli- 
ty, to let it ſlip; and engaging her to fit down by 
him, while he fulfilled her Commands, began to un- 
-ravel a Myſtery, which had appeared fo confounding 
to her Underſtanding, in theſe Words: 


The Hiſtory of Don Myrtano, and Don 
Honorius dell Miramont, 


E OU may remember, Madam ! (ſaid be, ſigb- 

ing,) doubtleſs with an Infinity of Indignation 
remember, that the laſt Time I ever had the Bleſſing 
of ſeeing you at Vicenza, I receiv'd not the Honour 
you then vouchſafed me; of aſſuring me yay, would 
not refule tobe mine, when ever I fouls fm you 
by Ways you : ſhould approve, and as became a Man 
worthy of the adorable Idalia s Affection: But, oh 
lad you been ſenſible what I endur'd in the ſevere 
e 4 c Neceflity 
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Neceſſity of a ing ſo ungrateful, ſo ſtupid, ſo 
blind _ the ineſtimable Happineſs that Condeſcen- 
on offer d me, you would rather Pity than con- 
demn me: had, when I was very young, been 
contraſted by my Parents to Donna Antonia dell 
Miramont, ſhe who is now my Wife; and who be- 
ing bred here at Rome, I had never ſeen: But a for- 
mer Intimacy between our Families was the Occa- 
fon of this, which I muſt now call unhappy Union. © 
For my part, as I had a Heart entirely unprepoſſeſ- 
ſed, I agreed to it without any manner of Reluct-, 
ance, but had not Complaiſance enough to take a 
Journey to viſit her: The Count her Uncle, perhaps, 
imagining the Sight of her might engage me to ha- 
ſien the ummation of the Contract, ſent her to 
Venice with an Equipage and Train proportion d to 
the Fondneſs he her. At her Arrival 1 
thought her very agreeable to what I then wiſh'd for 
in a Wife, and indeed lik'd her better than any Lady 
I had ſeen; nay, I really loved her enough to be im- 
patient for the Celebration of the Nuptials, and ac- 
cordingly ordered every Thing to be prepared for it. 
The Day was appointed; and it was that in which 
my unhappy Brother and Dan Ferdinand fell Rival 
Victims to Love and your Almighty Charms. De- 
cency forbad the Hymeneal Torch ſhould mingle with 
the Funeral Taper, and the Wedding by Conſent of 
both Parties was deferr'd. A fatal Curioſity inclining 
me to ſee thoſe Eyes, thoſe lovely Orbs of ſhiaing . 
Ruin, I no longer thought Antonia worth my Care; 
but I need not tell you how much I lov'd, how 
much I ador'd an Excellence ſo far beyond all that 
ever was called Mortal, a thouſand, thouſand Times 
8 read it in my Eyes! - Theſe glowing 

ing Balls, which never gaz d upon you without 
farting, and almoſt breaking the Strings which held 
them with Extaſy unſpeakable ! - with Pleaſure 
wound up to ſuch a Height of racking Rapture, that 
t even became a Pain, and ſtagger d Senſe !- O 
what would I not e given to have had it in 
52 * E 
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my Power to offer you a Paſſion worthy of your 
Acceptance ! ---- How did I curſe my Engagement 
with Antonia? ---- How many Stratagems did I in- 
vent to break with her? But ſhe, better acquainted 
with the Secret of my Soul than at that Time I ima- 
gined, artfully evaded my Excuſes, and circumvented 
me in all, either becauſe ſhe then had really an Affection 
for me, or, as tis moſt probable by her uct ſince, 
thought it would be a Reflection on the Power of her 
Beauty to have it aid, ſhe had come ſo far to marry a Man 
who on any Terms could be brought to forſake her. 
In fine. let me do what I would, fay what I would, 
ſhe ſeem' d not to reſent 4, 3 Im- 

Mbility for me to quit her, without making myſelf 
— the moſt —— and perfidious of Ma 


kind. I was in this xing Dilemma, when you 


made Tryal of my Faith, by propoſing what I would 
have given my Soul to have had it in my Power 
to accept. I am ſure you cannot forget the Con- 
fuſion which was too viſible in my Countenance 
not to be obferved, which perhaps you might impute 
to another Score, but was really occaſioned 

the inward working of my tumultuous Deſires, whi 
long'd with an Ard ſible to fatisfy you in 
7 which would have been ſo glorious for 


me; yet I knew not how I ſhould effect it, though 


a Multitude of Inventions crowded that Moment at 
once into my Head, and flatter d me with ſome lit- 
tle Hopes. ---- 1 went, you know, immediately away ; 
which haſte from my Impatience to re- 
turn with Tydings more ſuitable to my Paſſion to 
bring, than any I had yet been able to tell you. 
Alas! I little thought *twould be ſo long before we 
met again, nor of the Treachery which was then in 
2 to ſeparate us for ever: But of that here- 
der.. 


/ Wuen I had put in Execution all the Stratag 
my Paſſion for you inſpired me with, and 

them fruiticſs to work Effect I wiſh'd, -I had 
nadonger Patience, * 
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diſcloſe to you the whole Hiſtory of my Misfortune: 
On the Road to Vicenza, about four Miles diſtant 
from my own Villa, I ſaw a Horſe ſtanding till; and 


king down on a Perſon who lay on the Ground 


y him, I 11 imagin d it was ſomebody who 
had either ſuffer d by a Fall from that. Horſe, or the 
Villany of ſome Robbers : But drawing nearer to of- 
fer what Aſſiſtance was in the Power of myſelt or 
Servants to afford, I heard him utter moſt piteous 


Lamentations, mixed with Groans. ---- Both Chriſti- 


anity and common Compaſſion obliges thoſe of the 
higheſt Rank of Life to do what good Offices they 
can, even to the meaneſt ; and though this Man ap- 
to be one of thoſe, I ſhould have thought it a 

ride no way commendable to have truſted the Re- 
lief of his Mir to any Care but my own : I im- 
mediately alighted, and raiſing him à little, preſent] 
diſcover'd, (to my great Surpriſe, to find him in fach 
a Poſture and Habit) the Face of Don Honorius dell 
Miramont, the Brother of Antonia, and without Ex- 
ception, a Chevalier of the moſt Perfections I ever 
found in Man. 1 

ID ALTA could not here forbear interrupting him, 
to let him know he might ſpare himſelf the Trouble 
of giving any Character of that accompliſh'd young 
Nobleman ; for ſhe was perfectly acquainted wit 
with his Worth, having the Honour of being fre- 
quently in his Company at Venice. | 
YES, Madam (reſumed Don Myrtano) I am ſenſ#- 
ble you have ſeen him, and that the Conſequence of 
ſuch Inter views have been ſuch as you never fait 
eauſug, --- to inſpire a Paſſion too juſt to be oppos d 


be of force to overcome it. But (continued he) to pur- 
ſue the little Hiſtory Tam about to give you, this un- 
happyGentleman, who ſeemed in Agonies ſuch as ſeizes 
on the Body when the Soul is departing from it, no 
ſooner caſt his Eyes upon me, than he cry'd out, & 
Don M » you come in happy Time to revenge my 


me 


* 


Reaſon, and too violent to ſuffer any Conſiderations to 


yrtano | 
Death -I an a" the fatal Doſe <vas given 
* . 4 
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me by Ardella.— A ſudden feizing him that 
— evented his Gying an more | for ſome 
Time; and I. who pereeiv d his Condition was in- 
deed deplorable, thought it not a Seaſon to talk, 
but act, if there were any Means which Art or Na? 
ture could furniſh to repel the Malignity of the Poi- 
ſon ; and immedia iſpatched one of my Servants 
to Villa Rica for a Litter, and another to Padua, to 
order a Phyſician, who I knew was a moſt skilful 
one, to meet us at Vicenza with all poſſible Expedi- 
tion; the third, for by Fortune I had ſo many 

with me, took Care of my Horſe while I kneel'd 
down by the agoniz'd Honorius, and by holding his 
Sides, and ſometimes his Head, according to the va- 
rious Shootings of his Pain, afforded him ſome little 
Eafe. T was impatient to the laſt Degree, to know 
what he m y faying my Servant Ardella had 

iven him the Na end fancied him to be a little 
-delirious with the exceſſive Torture he endured, till 
having a little Reſpite from it, he again ſaid, That it 


was ſhe who had adminiſtred it to him, but that he ve- | 
well knew it was to oblige another ſhe had done 


' Theſe Words gave me Apprehenſion that he 
might imagine it occaſioned by my Order, and I was 
beginning to proteſt my Innocence; but he perceiving 
my Intent, cry' d out to me to ſpeak no more, for 
he was well aſſured I was both innocent and i 
rant of any a 8 Bur, 2 12 
not i wi me Pity for my Suffering, 
wr emf be told the Tn ” — done — 
But we are neither of us exempt from Faults ; and you 
muft pardon me, as you wiſh to be forgiven by 
thoſe 10 whom you are guilty of Injuſtice. There 
was ſomething ſo ins in theſe laſt Words, 
that I could not poſſibly dive into their Meaning; 
and the Violence of his Pain returning, prevented me 
from deſiring him to make an Explanation of them, 
till another imall Ceſſation happening, he did it of bis 
own accord in this Manner: pad 
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Part III. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 129 
You muſt know, ſaid he, that, in all her Pride 
of Innocence I happened at a Ball to dance with 
the admired Idalia, and from that Moment was in- 
ird with a Paſſion for her, which not all her late 
Misfortunes, which have made fo great a Noiſe at 
Venice, could craze, I was juft determined to urge 
my Suit to Don Bernardo's Ears, when her ſudden 
Abſence from his Houſe prevented me; ſince which, 
though I have ſearched for her with a Diligence pro- 
2 to the Love I had for her, I never could 
the leaſt Tittle to what Place, or with what 
happy Man fhe was retir d, till my Siſter's Jealouſy of 
you furniſhed her with Means to inform me, with- 


out knowing, at the fame Time, how much fhe 


obliged me in it: But coming one Day to viſit her, 
1 found her drown'd in Tears; which enquiring the 
Reaſon of, ſhe told me, You had of late very much 
Jew wer from the Affection you once profeſſed, 
which the E ents between you anded 
the Continuance of. She tly took it in her 
Head, that there mnſt be ſome Rival in the Way; 
and imagining ſhe was either at Vicenza, or . 
Place, becauſe ſhe had obſerved you paſt moſt of your 
Time there, contrary to your Cuſtom ; 2nd refolvin 
to ſatisfy her jealous Curioſity, found ont a Meth 
which nothing but the fubtil-working Wit of an im- 
patient diſappointed Woman could ſuggeſt: She got 
acquainted with a Siſter of 4rdella's, (who, by ſome 
Accident fhe had heard, was a ſort of Houſekeeper to 
ou at Vicenxa,) and by her Means with herſelf: By 
miſes and Bribes ſne engaged that mercenary 
Wench to her Intereſt, and won the whole Secret 
from her of 7dalia's having been from the Time the 
left Venice a Gueſt there, firſt to Don Henriquez, and 
afterwards to you. | 
Sycn a Dicovery was, I confeſs, ſufficient to 


alarm a Heart much leſs imperious than Antonias; 


but having as great a Share of Cunning as Pride, 
would take not leaſt Notice to you that ſhe had 
any jealous Sentiments, much leſs that ſhe was ap- 

* Fix d 
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pris d of any THing which could raiſe them. When 
ſhe gave me this Account, ſhe little imagined I had 
any Eu left it, than the Part which Nature 
oblig d me to take for a Siſter affronted in this Man- 
ner; but tho I was not without that Conſideration alſo, 
yet the Affection I had for Idalia, and the Misfor- 
tune I thought it to have her in Poſſeſſion, had 
infinitely the Pre-eminence, and I preſently form'd a 
Contrivance of dreſſing me in the Faſhion you ſee, 
and went to Vicenza; where lurking about the Houſe, 
I was in hopes of ſeeing her, or at leaſt hearing ſome- 
thing more than yet 1 had been informed of. But 
Fortune favoured me not fo far; I had been there ſe- 
veral Days before any Thing accrued to my Obſer- 
vation: But what added to my Diſquiet the Sight of 
2 entring, and the Imagination what a Pro- 
igality of Felicity you were going to enjoy in the 
yy — of Idalia, made "e almoſt wes 4 laſt 
I an Opportunity of getting into t 
ny of ls and by the ater my Siſter 
given of her ſordid Diſpoſition, knowing which way 
to ingratiate myſelf, made her Preſents of ſome littl 
Trifles, which I bought ofa Fellow who Haw offering 
them to Sale: They were ſuch as were ſuitable to the 
A 2 by a Perſon who gave them, —_— 
of very ſmall Value, were acceptable to this 
| Creatwe ; and I ſoon became 8 wih her, thin 
I flattered myſelf I ſhould in a little Time be Maſter 
of the whole Secret of 1dalia. Complaining that! 
was in Diſtreſs for a Lodging while I ſtay d at Vicen- 
a, ſhe made me an Invitation of lying in your Houſe, 
till I had finiſhed the Buſineſs which t pretended had 
brought me to that Part of the 2 You need 
not doubt but I accepted of an Offer ſo obliging to 
my Wiſhes, aſſuring myſelf I ſhould now have an 
Opportunity of both ſeeing and ſpeaking to my. ador d 
Idalia, to whom TI reſolved, let the gence be 
What it would, to diſcover who I was; if ſhe was 
.. detained, there againſt her Inclinations, as ſometimes 
the good Opinion I had of 6 
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deſign d to bear her off, tho with the Hazard of my 
Life 3 or if it were thro* Choiee ſhe had continu'd 
with you, to endeavour, by all the Arguments I was 
Maſter of, to perſwade her to remove. But, alas! 
my Expectations in this, as in all other Things, were 
fruſtrated; tho' I was in the Houſe ſeveral Days, ſhe 
kept fo cloſe in her A t, it was impoſſible 
for me even to get a Glimpſe of her: And I was be- 
ginning to deſpair I ever ſhould be ſo bleſs'd, when as 
| Foes fitting in the Hall, meditating to what little 
Purpoſe was all the Pains I had taken, Ardella came 
to me, and bidding me follow her into the Garden, 
ed me to that Part of it which was moſt remote from 
the Houſe, and taking me by the Hand, Banno, (aid 
w —; ↄͥ 
# great deal of Friendſhip to me, what 
to prove the Reality of what you have profeſs'd? 


tend 
N 
ov I was not a little ſurpris d at 
her ing in this Manner; but ſoon recollected 
myſelf enough to aſſure her, I would do any Thing 
in my Power. What 7 have to deſire of you, (re- 
40 2 — 7 7 not only be __ Obligation to me, but 
"alſo to yourſelf, 1 are 74 two Quali. 
ties neceſſary — 1k Orbrnngy rh > Secrecy and 
Reſolution : ; @ you ö 
—ͤ— whether there 25 
would tremble at the P 
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invented only 
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Fd 
into 
ean boldly make 
- out & childiſh R 
both yourſelf, and thoſe by whom you are 4. 1 
was doo impatient to know what twas ſhe meant 
= heſitate _— wh roo» — * imme- 
promis'd to ſtick at nothing, not thinki - 
felf oblig d to a Performance, if Tiras thi ooh 
fiſtent with my Honour, or Intereſt. ---- My ready 
Compliance made her take me for ſuch a one as ſhe 
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Ki RS me a Purſe of Gold, Loot 
here ! ſaid the, all this is yours to enconrage'you in the 
Undertaking ; but there are three Times as much in 

fore for you when 2 'tis dne: But 
” Won it, haſte to. execute 

it. ---- I 2 — One 
| * 


| The good Opinion I have of 
is 4 Lady of the bighef in Venice, _— 
| taken a Diſguſt to a Woman, weld willagh bare 


her diſpatch'd into another Warld. She is at preſent in 
this Houſe ; but there are Reaſons which make it not 
Proper the Deed ſhould be done here bus early in the 
Mornmg, ---- I will put you in a Hay. — 

Tux Horror which ſeiz d my Soul at this mon- 
ftrous Injunction, which by all — I was 
certain my Sitter was the Contriver of, was too great 
for Deſcriptionz/ but the Darkneſs (for it was Night) 
help'd me to conceal it -from the Obſervation of this 


- © » Wreteh; and the bidding me be up by Break of Day, 


went into the Houſe, leaving me to ruminate on 


what I had promis d to oe daorfy wag e | 


Concern for having a- Siſter overfway'd by her 
Lions to. an Act ſo 1 rejoie d . 2 
min my Power to prevent t erpetrat ion o 

A Purpoſe, and ſpent beſt Part of the Night in deter- 
mining how I Po contrive to preſerve a Life, 
which E doubted not but her Malice would a ſecond 
Time attempt, if the ſhou's know ſhe had been diſ- 
appointed in the firſt. At laſt I bethought me of a 
Woman, who had formerly been a Nurſe in our Fa- 


| mily, and was now removed with her Husband to. a 


-Ittle Houſe a great Diſtance from any Town; rg,” 


reſolved to ſecure the defign'd Victim from any fu- 


ture Violence; and. when I reflected on the Bling 
this Chance would give me, L could {carce- lament 
had a Siſter of ſo. cruel.a Diſpoſition, ſinee to her Bar- 


barity I ſhould be indebted-for a Joy, which twas 


N not il m own Allduity, and conſtant Ser- 
he | 


As 
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As the unfortunate Hunoriam was in this Part of his. 


Relation, 3 Torture which had given 
„ 
Fury: He roar wi ity o — 
Nünbte Twitches ran thro' all his Frame, con- 
vulling every Nerve: Sure at that Time he muſt 
be d with more than mortal Courage to ſuſtain 
ſuch Racks, elſe would he by ſome Act of Deſpera- 
tion have finiſh'd them at once. 
As Myriane was going on-in'condoling the Miſery 
this unhappy Gentleman had endur'd, 1dals, not 4 
little amaz d to hear that the unknown. Perſon, to 
whom ſhe was ſo much oblig d, was Honarius, 

the greateſt Impatience im to know the End 
of this Adventure ; and that he might the ſooner come 


ſion of his Agonies, that he had only Space between 
them to run over, in F could, 
his Behaviour to you in the Foreſt, and his con- 
guy +430 to the Houſe he had thought of for you 
but as he was juſt going to mention in what Part of 
the C it , he was ſeiz d with another Fin, 
which was to that Violence, that it entirely wn, | 
him of his Senſes, and from that Time all he aid was 


ſo unconnect and wild, that nothing was to be in- 
ferred from it. I was infinitely troubled when I found 


it was not in his Power to give me any Account how! 


he came, after he had left you, to my Houſe again, 


to receive that fatal Drug the Hands of Ardella; 
but reſolving at my Return to force the Knowledge 
from her, I left my Servants, who by this Time were 
all come back, to attend the Litter, while I . poſted 
home to ſecure her. She, who, was far from ima- 
. what had reach'd my Ears, came into the 
Room inamediately on my calling for her; and was 
FATE: beginning 


— 


o S your making your Eſcape 1 | 
| but was too full of DiſtraRtion for your being 
zone, and the dreadful Miſchief which by her Means 
fallen on Honorius, to endure to liſten to her, and 

t a Stop to her Diſcourſe by telling her I was made 


. 


o 


Site rlins ie cher beers 
When T told her, ki who | 
Don Honorivs, the Brother of Antonia, and fhe faw 

him brought in, I thought the Creature would have 


op of 


be Hue whence it was impoſſible for her to get 
away, without the of the Servant whom 


order d to keep the Key: But by what Inſinuations 
know not, the beguiFd him to betray his Truſt, and 
2 they both fled together; but where, I never could 
Fern, nor indeed did I give myſelf much Trouble 
* about it, knowing if the Buſineſs ſhould come before a 
Magiſtrate, there would appear fo much Intricacy in 
the Affair, eſpecially when Avronia interpos d her ( 
ning, as the Caſe for her own fake excecdingly re- 
ired her to do, he would be extremely puzzled what 
Sentence to give. But to return to Honorius: When 
the Phyſician had examin'd his Pulſe, — ſome 
— * : Our 


F - 
8 Ce 
4 * 
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en proper Medicines to expel. 
ho Fin, be 18 bs in great Hope of favy 
Antonia, 2 I immediately writ to, wi 


wy of whe bal Bape came to Vicenza; 
almoſt as much diſtracted, or feign'd to be ©, for the 
Miſchief the had caus'd, as her Brother was. But not 
to {pin out my Narration beyond your Patience, after 
a prodigious deal of li ag Torment, Ac of HRP 
out of Danger, the Poi N 
eee Life, tho it miſe- 
rably deſtroy'd the Outworks : He loft his Hair, Eye- 
brows, and the fineſt Set of; Tecth that could be: 

3 very much decay d, and all the vi- 


Gaiety of his Temper gone 5 N of 
what enen but bs neringuitbl Pa af 
ou; and. that enabled him to 
en you, before he could 
the Phyſician's Conſent to venture a little Walk in 
Garden ; but con to all our Perſwaſions he 


went, tho? till his Return he made no Confident whi- 
ther he Ln ing, as he told me after- 
wards, that had appris d of his Deſign, my Paſs 


fion would have carry'd me there before him. And 
wh aging ty in his Conjecture 3 no Con- 
ſideration ſhould have withheld me a Moment, had I 
known what Place Idalia's Preſence bled, and to 
that op watch'd 2282 unguarded Word his Frenzy 
utter d. covering the dear Secret; but 
failing of ir then, could not expect it at his Return of 
Reaſon. Never did I ſee a Man ſo oppreſs d with 
Melancholly as he was, when he came back from 
ſeeking you: He then related to me where hel had 
left you, nd your Removal from thence, none knew 
— Place; and lamented with fo zealous a Con- 
2 there was he ever ſhould be 0 
bur; to ſee you more, that I, tho his Rival; and 

brought into the ſame Misfortune by bim, could not 
deny my Com to hisGrief.---- But why ſhould 
I delay to tell you, that the Lok of-yoh — 


thee, thy be ror weary of the World, refol'd | 


te 
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— 


- trouble you with the 


4 — — C 
- — 4 
— 
*. 1 
= 


to in it no more, and enter'd into the 
_ of Gray Friars, of which there is 188 


mates. I was pretty near him Company, 


for Antonia finding all the ſoft Blandiſhments ſhe made 
uſe of were ineffectual to work the End ſhe aim d at, 
made an + on to the Doge : The great Intereſt 
her Uncle the Cont had with him, 'd him to 
" favour her Cauſe fo far, as to leave me no other Choice 
2 — 1 dere and by raking Or * 
im into a 

2 liberty to another. not 
Decree, which had TER — 

et no m.—— 

You ke me now Dubai, --- Soon after I became 


Jo, Count Miramont died, and Honorius having for- 
Took the World, n oſſeſ⸗ 


ſions he was maſter of fell to Antonia, on which Oc- 
caſion we came to Rome, moſt of the Eſtate lying 
hereabouts: A Bleſſing, (added he,) little pon 
| nable to that which Heaven has fo y fa- 
vour'd me with, the m here the dear, the 
everlaſting Miſtreſs of my my never, never- to- 
1, 4 

HE clos'd this Diſcourſe with a tender Preſ- 
. fareof her Hand, and ſuch an Infinity 4 5 
in his Eyes, as ſufficiently aſſur d | her e has 
made no Alteration in his Sentiments. But the, who 


with to her Father ; which, after having d her 
Pardon for omitting that Part of his Rivals Genero- 
fity, he inform'd her, that he bad told him, the Rea- 
ſon of his defiring her to write to Don Bernardo, was, 
th might bv have a Pretence to wait on him, and 

Paſſion he long had for her, ask his Con- 
28 to make him 3 Which if obtain d, he would 
have return d to her without his Diſguiſe, and brought 
her back to Venice with an Equipage ſui 


Part III 
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Myrtano always W his Authority, wo 
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Wife. * (ſaid Idalia.) A 
of ſo ſincere an Afﬀettion as what * repreſent, e 
Ka not himſelf 2 he left me, har ing done me a 
Service which he might well believe would entitle him to 
yy Eſteem.—— The Reaſon he gave me for it, (an- 
ſwer'd Myrtano bowing,) is ſuch a one As is infmitely 
* but I know not if you will pardon my 
. it. — He ſaid, adorable 2 that he found 
you too full of Tenderneſs for the happy Myrtano, to hope 
he ſhould be able to Room in your Heart for any 
ſecond Impreſſion, till Time and Abſence,” and your 
00s Th my Infidelity, had help'd him to eraze the for- 
lis could not forbear buſhing at theſe Words, 
which put her ſo much in mind of the Extravagan- 
cies ſhe had utter d in the Foreſt, little ſuſpecting ſhe 
had ſuch a Witneſs of them, But ſhe had a Perſon by 
her, who would not ſee her in that ſoft Confuſion. 
without taking his Advantage of it, and making uſe 
of all thoſe: tender Artifices which Love inſpires to 
charm the liſt ning Fair, he at laſt won her to confeſs, 
that he was ſtill as dear to her as ever: He would not 
leave the Chamber till ſhe had promis'd to ſtay with, 
him for ſome Time, as at firſt ſhe had made a Scruple 
of doing, ſince ſhe imagin'd (as indeed it was natural 
enough to believe) Antonia would not only be exceſ- 
wn fg diſquieted herſelf, but alſo contrive all the Means 
it and Malice could furniſh her with to render 
her ſo too. Nor{did her Fears deceive her: Never was 
a Family more diſtracted than that of M 's, the 
go t Temper of his Wife being, by his. 
watchful Eye over all her Actions, prevented- - 
re ea wi blick, ſhew'd itſelf in the moſt 
trivial Concerns. She | dem d to make it her whole 
Study to diſoblige him; and he on the other Side, hear- 
tily hating her, did all he could to break her Heart. 
The Servants were ever countermanded by the one, if 
about to do any Thing they were oder by the other 
beobey'd, 
and Antonia was not of a Humour to endure it. --- All 


en were paſs'd in Qparrels, and their Nights 


\ 
\ 
& * 
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in ſullen Diſcontent.-Idalia alone was uncontroll d, 
and free from thoſe Jars with which the Ears of every 
other Perſon in n 1 e 
fam d to contradict her Will, and ſhe had nothing to 
_ 'her e. but what ſhe endur d from the 
own Meditations, for having been 
| the Cauſe Ok of ſo much Unhappineſs to others. To 
make her Life more eaſy, the amorous Myrtano had 
prevaild on her to throw off her Diſguiſe of Mens 
Cloaths, and in exchange for them had preſented her 
with various Suits of the richeſt, and moſt becoming 
Tyoung Lady could wear; and to prevent the Ser- 
vants, or any other Perſon who had ſeen her in ano- 
ther Garb, from making any Conſtructions to her Diſ- 
advantage on her Change of Habit, forc d the haughty 
Soul of Antonia to ſubmit ſo far to his Humour, as 
to own her ſtill for a Relation of her's, who for ſome 
Reaſons had for a Time thought fit to diſguife her 
Sex. What a Stab this muſt be to a Wife, let an 
one judge! But the Crimes ſhe had been ouiky of, 
- firſt nt ge: apainſt her Life, and afterwards in 
a Paſſion fo to her Matrimonial 
Vow, v wid it but Juſt ſhe ſhould receive ſuch Treat- 
: But as ſhe Gab of a Nature too impatient to 
reflect on whar ſhe had done amiſs, fo ſhe had alſo 
too much Pride to endure the Puniſhment without 
Agonies, which ſometimes brought her into à Condi- 
tion little differing from M — She complain'd 
of her ill Fate, but had none to remedy it: She 
curs'd, but had none to affiſt her in her Deſire of 
r of more 
| ummate Wretchedneſs than what this Lady ſuf- 
fer d, compell'd to o | yet eager 1e amen, 
wild to proclaim her Jroogs, yet oblig d to call em 


none, kitty awe Rept . rn ſhe ſhould 
CO 7 all this while pas 9 7 6 thoſe 


Amuſements, in which her Soul moſt delighted; ſhe 
3 to the inceſſant Vows, and ſoft Infinuations 


2 


: 
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ador'd Myrtano, rejoic'd to find him guilty of no other 
Infidelity than what his Fate compeld him to; and 
tranſported that his Affections were rather heighten'd 
than diminiſh'd, and utterly forgetting the ſolemn Pro- 
teſtation ſhe had made before ſhe from Vicenza, 
never, on any Terms, to yield to ſee him more, or 
think of him but with Diſdain and Hatred, a Mo- 


Part III. The Unfortunate Mifheſs. 139 


naſtery was now the leaſt of her Deſire ; and tho he 


had not yet offer d at any Freedoms more than Inno- 
cence would allow, there was a ſmall Probability that 
he would always continue to put ſo great a Conſtraint 
on his Inclinations; ---- yet did ſhe either not conſider 
it at all, or in ſo light a Manner as gave her no 
Pain. ---- Thoſe Ap ſions which had ſo much 
alarm'd her, when, to ap her Honour, ſhe ha- 
zarded all the Dangers of t | 
Lull'd in the pleating Lethargy of Love, Reflection 

, and all the vi Warnings of Virtue, Fame, 
Reputation, were in the ſoft Enchantment huſhd 
to Peace: She faw nothing but Myrrano, --— heard 
nothing but Myrfano ;---- her Soul, all diffoly'd in ten- 
der iſnments, had no Leiſure for any other Con- 
templation :-—- He ſoon perceiv d it, and with ſoothing 
Art by unperceiv'd Degrees ſtole gently from one LE 
to another, till at laſt, almoſt unawares even to 
pp 

t t f 

een * ts | f | N 
MrRTANO had an unfaſhionable Conſtancy itt 


his Nature, which made him not eſteem Idalia the lefs 
for her giving him this laſt and greateſt Proof of the - 


Tenderneſs ſhe had for him. Poſſeſon was fo far 
from abating, that it rather mcreas'd the Ardour of his 
AﬀeCtions :--- He never ſaw her without new Defires; 
each Look expreſs'd unſatiated Longings; and every 
Enjoyment was like the firſt, or more tranſportinÞ, 
Thus for a Time were both as bleſs d as the Gratih- 
cation of their utmoſt Wiſhes could make them: But 
guilty Pleaſures are never of any Continuance 
te inconſiderate Heart, which, quitting Virtue, * 


7 


Sea, Were now no more; 


7 


— 


— 


— 
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its whole Felicity in Love, ſooner or later, muſt con- 
feſs the Error, and curſe in unavailing Peniteace the 
luſcious Crime which lured them on to Ruin. The 
Senſe-enſlav'd Myrtano, and his unthinking Miſtreſs, 
were not permitted to riot many Months in their un- 
licenſed Raptures, before as dreadful as unforeſeen 
an Accident happen'd, which was the Occaſion of ſe- 
parating them for erer. 

T ut enrag'd Antonia perceiving it an Impoſſibility 
ever to regain the Eſteem of her Husband by the 
Meaſures ſhe took, and diſdaining to make uſe of any 
ſofter Means, bent her whole Thoughts on Venge- 
ance: ---- The Contentment ſhe ſaw in the Eyes both 
of him and Idalia, put her beyond all Patience ;---- ſhe 
could not bear it; ---- and beings of Myrtano's Watch- 

fulneſs, and Knowledge of her vindictive Nature, pre- 
vented from doing any Miſchief to either of them, 
reſolv d to buy Range at any rate, ſhe at laſt form'd 
a Deſign which ſhe t ught could not fail of anſwer- 
ing her End, ---- What 1s it that Deſperation is not 
capable of en who value not their 
own Lives, with may reach that of another's, ---- 
and Death to her was but a trivial Ill, in compariſon 
with what ſhe endur'd in Life; — ſhe was willin 
to plunge into Perdition herſelf, provided ſhe cou' 
but drag the Perſons ſhe hated with her. To 

facilitate her horrid Purpoſe, ſhe to be much 
more ſatisfied in her Mind than of late ſhe had been, 
and with an Air of Humiliation faid to Myrtano, 
That being fully convinc'd that the Misfortune of 
eſtranging his Affections from her, had been wholly 
owing to her own il] Management, ſhe was now 
ſtruck with ſo fincere a Contrition for what ſhe had 
done, that cou'd ſhe but obtain a Pardon from him 
and Idalia, ſhe would forſake the World, and retire 
to a Cloyſter, and by her future Acts of Piety and 
Devotion, endeavour to expiate for the Errors of the 


|. He was too well acquainted with her Art 
ſigning to much on the Truth of what 
but wou'd not ſeem to queſtion it, leſt if 
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had really the Intentions ſhe pretended, (as twas not 
impoſſible but ſhe might, ) his Suſpicion ſhou'd throw 
her into her former Violence of Temper, and occa- 
fion a Change in her Reſolution, than the Execution 
of which nothing could have given him a greater Sa- 
tisfaction. He communicated what had been told him, 
and his Sentiments of it to Idalia, who join'd in his 
Opinion, that there was ſcarce a Hope ſhe ſhou'd in 
good earneſt be ſo alter d; and alſo that it was 
per for em both, however, to counterfeit a Creduli- 
ty, that, by ſeeming u ed, might the bet- 
ter te into her But that requir'd more 
Skill than either of them were poſſeſs d of: The ſub- 
t il Antonia laid her Scheme too deep to be fathom d 
by all their Artifices; ſhe behav'd in ſuch a Manner, 
t hat it was impoſlible not to believe her an entire 
Convert; ſhe pray'd, faſted, wept, nay, really ſent to 
the * of * x _—_ ing they would 
a 0 3 W I ted, every 
A for going, ſhe bene that her Husband 
{alia wou'd paſs an Hour or two in her Apartment, 
and accept of a little with her, before ſhe took 
her everlaſting Leave: She ſaid ſhe could not promiſe 
herſelf an entire Forgiveneſs of them, without they 
obliged her in this Requeſt. Neither of them cou'd 
handſomely refuſe her, tho Idalia wou'd have been 
better pleaſed to have been excuſed; but the Conſi- 
deration that it was the laſt Time' ſhe ſhou'd ever be 
3 with her Preſence, made her the more eaſily 
oompiy. | wy 

A very noble Collation was provided ; and Antonia 
ſtill continuing to wear her Countenance of Mildneſs, 
taking up a large Silver Cup, which ſhe had order'd 
to be fill d with Wine. ---- Here, Madam, {aid ſhe, 


may all Offences between us be for ever buried in Ob- 
livion; and you, ( purſu'd ſhe, turning to Myrtano,) 
my once lov'd Husband, and I hope my everlaſti 
Friend, tho in this World, Heaven and my own. MI 
fortunes 1 70 me from you, may we in another 
- Faſte all thoſe Foys which are denied me here: Pledge 
3 Me, 


o 


/ 


/ 


forgiven thoſe Faults which Paſſion, Youth, and Inad- 
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me, a or I ſhall think you have but half 


vertency have made m of. Myrtano could not 
her theſ Words, which . yd with a 
Shower of welkdiſſembled Tears, — t diſſolvi 
too; and now fully believing ſhe was in earneſt, cou 
not help pitying her Condition. He took the Cup 
out of her Hand with a deep Sigh ; but being about to 
.drink, a Servant, who ſtood at the Door, obſerving 
all that paſt, ran haſtily to him, and ſnatching from 
his Lips the fatal Draught, cry'd, What is it you 
wan d do, Signio®? This Wine is mingled with ſome per- 
nicious Drug. What means the Fellow ! (interrupted 
he,) doſt thou not ſee Antonia has drank of it ? But do 
2 , (reſum'd the other;) 7 ſaw her when (he be. 
lied d no Eye but Heaven's was Witneſs of the Deed, 
22 — Pocket a __ Viol full of ſomething, which, 
believe, was Poiſon, and pour it in that Cup, t 
calls f for Wine, and mingled them together, Ils falſe, 
{( cry'd Antonia,) tis falſe! and thou, Myrtano, ha 
ſuburn d this Villain to accuſe me, on purpoſe to make 


mme hateful to the World, and rob me of that Compaſſion 


— — Sufferings merit. Hold, Madam, ( ſaid 


amaz d,) moder ; 
4 a hal have deus Fache. Tell — 2 4 


he Nernly, 0 y, to the os what Means * 21 
to ſee this Action of » which you Joy. ſhe did 
with ſo much — . 27 was coming into t , 
1 Abe, with = an Sr Accent, ) ignorant that 
was in it, to fetch ſomething I bad fo Gee and 
there 8 lighted up Candles: But as 1 
wa. the Door, I ſaw mL » without -F 
feen by ber, for her Back was towards me; but fi 
— — a great Glaſs and Candle by her, I had 


diſcovermg what ſhe was about; 
8 s, which I ſhould not 
have ſuſpectrd to be Poiſon, I not alſo heard her 
* 10 Lerfelf rhef theſe Words, Revenge is more than 
and preſently after, I cannot feel the Pains ot 
* while 1 ſee 207 in *tm; (/aid ſhe,) W 
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tion will be Pleaſure, if they ſhare it with me. This, 
Signior, (continu'd he, bowing,) was ſufficient to make 
me fear ſhe had ſomething more in Agitation than ſhe 
pretended, and oblig'd me to watch to whom that Cup 
was offer'd. Oh! tis all a monſtrous Lye, ( interrupted 
ſhe;) you ſee he contraditts himſelf : He ſays tis Poiſon, 
and that he watch'd to whom I offer d it: Did I not 

myſelf firſt drink, and would I deſtroy myſelf ? ---- I 
— nor (ſaid Myrtano) to what Extremes you may have 
had recourſe ; but if you have here mix'd any Ingredients 
unit for me to — — thus I diſappoint your Aim. 
With theſe Words he took the Cup out of the Fel- 
low's Hand, and daſh'd all that was in it on the Floor. 
This Action made Antonia throw off the Mask of 
meek Humility, and appear the Fury: But I will not 
be diſappointed, cried the, ſnatching a Sword which 
by Accident lay on the Window, and running at Ida- 
lia, nor Heaven nor Earth ſhall ward my * 
here. But ſhe ſoon found herſelf miſtaken; Myrtano 
was quick enough to wreſt the Weapon from her, 
with theſe Words, Vile Woman, ſaid he, nom yo 157 7 


yourſelf; but as the ſhameful Pa # bad 
r while you — 2. in — 
turning it, preſerved her once from my miſtaken — 
e now and ever ſhield her from 
gt „ uſt I then die alone ( cried ſhe 
5 „ but 
8 Rival? 
pp” omg ” that hed Canſpaf my Miſery, be 


47 a am no more: O Torment, worſe than 
5 * me, Fiends, there's not a Spi- 


feels hal 3 penn Bs: 1 
fs I — 2 was the 
757 Thought could mf frrn Condi 

ſee "ox as other in the Pang 

o Dew fr! 122 which: brought on 


Ruin; then — to the loweſt Hell, on your 
freuld follow, and be your Tormenzor ſtill. —0 ! (con- 
tinued ſhe, endea vouring to fly at Idalia,) that uile 
Enchantreſs,\ whoſe bem hing Sade firft taught uy tage 


Vis 


not ſuffer ſuch Murders to 


— 
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to know an unchaſte Deſire, had ſhe but periſhed with 
me, I would have rs ah — he al „ 
Iz this manner did ſhe rave, till Don Myrtano, 
thinking what was moſt proper to be done, after 
22 took the trembling Idalia out of the Room, 
ſent for Phyſicians to endeavour, it poſſible, to expel 
the envenom'd Draught before it had operated too 
far. But they ſoon found ſhe had not drank a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity to Life, tho' it happen'd not 
thro Care, having no other Deſign than to die with 
thoſe her Revenge was ſo zealous to ſend out of the 
World; knowing the very Manner of their Deaths 
cou d not be kept a Secret, and jos 1 me yu het 
d. In ſpite 

of the Impatience of her Temper, which, longer 
than elſe it wou'd have been, 2 her Recovery, 
ſhe was perfectly well in a few Days. But this Ad- 
venture being whiſper'd about from one to the other, 
(as in ſuch a Family it could not be otherwiſe,) 
made ſo great a Noiſe in Rome, that it came at laſt 
to the Ears of his Holineſs: He had a particular Re- 
gud for Myrtano, on the Account of his good Qua- 
ties; and for Antonia, as ſhe was Niece to Count 
Miramont,tor whom he had had a very great Friendſhip; 
and being concern'd to hear of ſo unhappy a Diſtur- 
bance between them, ſent for them to the 
Truth of the Affair. tano wou'd have gloſs d it 
over in as plauſible a as he .cou'd; but his 
enrag d Wil, whoſe Fury was not in the leaſt aba - 
ted, rejoic'd in this ity of expoſing him 
and Idalia; which ſhe did in the moſt bitter and in- 
vective Terms her Malice cou'd invent: And this 
Proceeding ' oblig'd him, in return, to lay open ail 
her Actions, her Intention to murder that Lady while 
at Vicenza, the baſe Contrivance of the Letter which 
drove her from that Place, the Poiſon which Ardella, 
by her Orders, gave the 'unknown- Perſon, who proved 
to te her Brother Don Honorius dell Miramont 3 her 
Paſſion for Idalia while ſhe believ'd her to be a Man; 
and laſtly, her Defign of poiſoning nn, 


S SSE SZS A Xo . r = r . 


it 


is 
a- 
m 
n- 
is 
ail 
le 
h 
a, 
d 
er 
15 
T. 
0 


Part III. The Unfortunate Mitreſs. 145 
$ monſtrous a Catalogue of Vices turn'd the Holy 
Examiner entirely againſt her; he cou'd no longer en- 
deavour to perſwade them to a Reconciliation, and 
told Antonia ſhe was a Woman of too dangerous a 
Diſpoſition to be left at her own Liberty, and there- 
fore order'd ſhe ſhould be forthwith confin'd for Life 
in that very Convent of Pour Clairs, which ſhe had 
pretended to go to out of Devotion. As for M 
tano, he chid him a little for giving Cauſe of Provo- 
cation, and told him he — reſolve to part with 
Ilalia, it being conſiſtent with neither of their Re- 
putations to live together; and that it was not only 
the Ruin of their own Souls to continue in that 
Courſe of Life, but alſo of Antonias, who would 
never be a thorough Convert till ſhe was eaſed of the 
Torments of — He cloſed the pious Ex- 
hortations he had made as Prieſt, with a poſitive 
Command as Pope and ſupreme Dictator, that Idalia 
ſhould quit his Houſe immediately, and from that 
Moment he ſhould refrain her Company. This | 
Sentence afforded ſome Contentment to the reſtlef# 
Hate of Antonia, and ſhe obey'd her own with leſs 
Reluctance, as ſenſible they wou'd not be leſs miſe- 
rable in being ſeparated from each other, than ſhe was 
in the Diſappointment of the Revenge ſhe purpoled. 
Br r. what Tongue is able to expreſs the Deſpair 
the poor Idalia fell into, when Myrtano brought her 
home theſe doleful Tidings ? At firſt he had Power 
only to inform her with his Eyes that he had ſome- 
thing fatal to unfold ; but the dreadful Secret muſt be 
told, and burſting Sighs, half Words, and broken Sen- 
tences, at laſt made her know the worlt : ---- She wept, 
ſwoon'd, almoſt dy'd away, while he was ſpeaking : 
Nor were his Agonies inferior to thoſe which ſhe 
endured. But there was no reſiſting a Power, ſuch as 
that which had decreed their Mi sfortune, at leaſt while 
they continued at Rome: ---- All that remained to prop - 
up falling Hope, was a Promiſe he made her of rem; 
ving as ſoon as he could diſpoſe of what Effects he hah 
there, either out of the Pope's Dominions, or to ſome 
Vo L. III. H , remote 
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remore Patt of them, whence no Intelligence of 
their Behaviour might reach his Knowledge. This 
comforted her a little, and ſhe went to a Houle where 
he had provided her a Lodging, and Servants to at- 
tend her. It happen'd to be in a very pleaſant Part 
of the City, next to a Monaſtery of Benedifine;, 
among whom being a great Number of Ladies of the 
beſt Families in Rome, he hoped, by being acquainted 
with them, and viſiting there ſometimes, ſhe might 
find ſome Alleviation to her Sorrows. It was ſome 
Time before ſhe could bring herſelf even to wiſh to 
receive any Conſolation; but being by his daily Im- 
portunities (tor he conſtantly writ to her) prevailed 
on to divert herſelf by all the Means that were in 

her Power, ſhe one Day took a little Walk in the 
.Cloyfter-Gardens : While ſhe was there, the Bell rung 
and having alittle Curioſity to ſee the Nuns at Pray- 
ers, went into the Chapel, where almoſt the firſt ſhe 
caſt her Eyes on was a Face perfectly known to her, 
tho' ſhe could not preſently recollect where ſhe had 
Teen it; but going a little nearer, ſhe ſoon knew the 
Lady to be the beautiful Belraizia, who, ſhe thought, 
bad periſhed in the Storm from which herſelf had { 
narrowly eſcaped. The high Eſteem ſhe had con- 
| ceived tor her, made her extremely glad to ſee her 
ſafe, but the finding her in that Society, ſo contrary 
to the Religion ſhe had been educated in, and her En- 
gagements with Abdomar, gave her an adequate Con- 
cern, not doubting but that unhappy Gentleman was 

loſt. She longed impatiently for the End of the Ce- 
remony, that ſhe] might be informed what had oc 
tioned ſo ftrange an Alteration ; and ſingling herſclt 
from the Crowd, and ſtanding in a Corner of the 
Chapel, as near as ſhe could to that Place where the 

Nuns go out, ſhe gave her a little pluck by the Sleeve 
as ſhe paſſed by; which the fair Nun perceiving, 
made a Stop, and looking on Idalia, immediately 
knew her. There paſſed {cveral Congratulations be- 
tween them for their mutual Deliverance from ſo 
imminent a Danger; but the Place they wu not 
* . Wing 
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alowing any long Converſation, Idalia could be made 
acquainted with no more at that Time than that 44- 
Amar had alſo been preſerved ; and the being told 


this, was no ſmall Addition to the Surpriſe ſhe had 


been in before; which the beautiful Convert caſil 
„ told her with a Smile the Wonder 
be latisfied, if ſhe would favour her with a Viſit the 
3 3 Which Idalia aſſuring that ſhe would, took 
Ar the Time appointed ſhe enquired for her at 


the Grate, where a Couple of young Devorees where 


and was ENG by one of them, Thar as 
tor Bellraix ia, they knew nothing of her by that 
Name, but that a Lady of a fi Nation had late- 
ly enter d herſelf among them, which twas probable 
4 the fame ſhe enquired for, for ſhe had been but 
lately chriſten d, and was called Thereſa. Idalia ima- 
23 K, her, and the 
2 gy y ran to fetch her, who was in- 
me. A er a little Diſcourſe on ordinary 
eſſing her Impatience to know 
what had been the Occaſion of this ſudden Turn in 
her 3 ples, as 5 2 I» — would 
e a Solution to what at t appear 
Fade 1 oy be more rude and — „ 
moſt Ignor an ＋. the Country I came from, (anſwered 
the lovely Proſclyte,) if I ſhould refuſe to ſatisfy a De- 
mand which ſo obligingly 7 yau take ſome little 
Intereſt in my Concerns, and have not forgot the Friend- 
(hip we r to each other, at a Time when nei- 
ther of us expected to meet in any other Place than that 
which we then were in. But becauſe to relate only what 
has _—_ allen me ſince I had the Happineſs of fern you 
render the Hiſtory of my Life imperfect, you 


pleaſe I will run over, with as much Brevity as f 


veral Incidents will permit, the ee, of thoſe 140 | 
Fortunes, which the Tempeſt oblig'd me to 2 


Idalia thanking her with a low Bow for the Trouble 


Vas about to give herſelf, {at down to liſten to what ſhe 


laid, which was in this Manner : 
Ha The 


= 
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De Continuance of the Hiſtory of Abdomar 
"1 : and Bellraizia. 123 PT. e 


Was confined (ſaid ſhe) in the Manner I told you 

J for ſeveral Days before I faw any Perſon from 
whom I could learn any News how Abdomar had 
been diſpoſed of; which gave me a Rack of Thought 
infinitely ſuperior to what I felt on my own Account, 
The firſt that viſited me was Zatilda, enjoined by 
her Father, and mine, and Mah eden, (as ſhe did not 
fail of letting me know,) to dive into my Sentiments, 
and find our if poſſible the Truth of the whole Affair 
between me and 4bdomar : Becauſe the Poſture he 
had been found in by the Prince, made them all poſi- 
tive that I had been made acquainted with his Pa- 
fon. And nothing, ſhe told me, could convince them 
that I had not only liſten'd to, but aifoallow'd of his 
Courtſhip, if I did not inſtantly conſent to ratify the 
Contract with Mulyxeden. You may believe *twas 
with an inexpreſſible Trouble ſhe brought me theſ 
Tidings, not doubting but that I ſhould be obliged 
to comply, to the eternal Ruin of her Hopes: But! 
aſſured her to the contrary by allthe Aſſeverations I could 
make, proteſting I would rather die than make her 
o unhappy, if no other Obſtacle but my Friendſhip 
to her had interpos'd ; but as I loved the Charming 
 Abdomar, and was beloved by him with an equal 
Height of Paſſion, though his Generoſſty obliged him 
to conceal it from me, no Threats, no Tortures, ſhould 
force me to act ſo contrary both to my own Wiſhes 
and theirs, who of all the World were deareſt to me. 
My renewing the Vows I had before made her on 
this Score, diſſipated great Part of the Chargin ſhe 
brought with her; but, alas ! ſhe had it not in her 


Power to give any Relief to mine, having been able 


to learn nothing concerning Abdomar, but that he 


was in cloſe Priſon, and that Mulyzeden was yet ir- 
teſolute what Sentence to paſs on Em. All _— 
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ful Examples of which I had heard or read of jealous 
Love, came into my Head the Moment ſhe told me 
this: I fancied I faw him bleeding, Jing, for my 
fake, and begged Zatilda for her own ſake (ſince 
nothing elſe could give her the Happineſs ſhe wiſhed) 
and for the fake of us all to permit me to reveal the 
Secret of her Paſſion for Mulyxeden: That (ſaid I) 
once known, will oblige. the King not to take it ill that 
I refuſed to do, what done, would make his Daughter 
wretched. ---- My Father will not dare to force my In- 
elinations againſt the Intereſt of his Princeſs, and Muly- 
ꝛede n cannot but glory in the Exchange. ---- All of us 
may be happy in our ſeveral Wiſhes, would you conſent .--- 
But all: I could urge was in vain to win this modeſt 
Princeſs to give me the Liberty I ask'd ; ſhe ſwore 
rather to die than proffer Love ; and we parted with- 
out being able to reſolve on any Thing for our com- 
mon Satisfaction. 

Ir muſt be only the Imagination of a Perſon in- 
volyed in the fame Perplexities I was, can figure an 
Idea of what I endured in the Reflection of my un- 
8 5 but as I was fitting alone, after Zatilda 
had me, the Windows being open for Coolneſs, 
I aw ſomething fly in at one of them, and fall at 
my Feet: Stooping to take it up, I perceived it was. 
a Paper ; which baſtily opening, I found it contain'd 
theſe Lines, which I too often repeated to forget, and 
were in this Manner, 5 1 


To the Divine BELLRAIZ IA. 


Believe it needleſs to inform you, that the Poſture I 
was found in by my Prince, has occaſion'd a Fea- 
wy 4 me: But I confeſs I have not Generoſity enough 
to [uffer / great a Migprtune as the Loſs of his Friend- 
ſhip without wiſhing to be pity'd by her, for whom I am 
content to endure greater Ills. Mulyzeden accuſes me, 
moſt excellent Princeſi, of adoring you ; and, oh! I ac- 
knowledge the involuntary Crime ! But as my Lips have 

r 2 hey ne er 
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ne er offended eumptious Declarations, ] hope, 
thou "a he EI 9 like your's will N 
Tranſgreſſion, which 1 doubt not but I have as m 
Sharers in, as there are Souls to be ſenſible of your Per- 
feftions. I am but this Moment releaſed from my Con- 
finement, and in a few Hours muſt leave Barbary for 
ever. All Tentreat for myſelf, is your Forgiv ys 3 and 
that you will believe the Crime for which I am baniſhed, 
I never ſhould have had the Bolaneſs to reveal, had ] not 
been aſſured you would have known it without me. 
M next Requeſt, is, that you will do that Fuſtice 
fo my Prince, which his unbounded Paſſion, and a Mil- 
lion of excellent Qualiffcations, make him merit: And 
my laſt to the Gods, that the choiceſt Blefſmgs in their 
Power to give, may ever be the Portion of yon both, 


whatever ts decreed for 
| The Unhappy AnDdoman, 


__In'what Manner ſhall I make you ſenſible of the 
tender now. "393 which at the reading this took 
up my ?---- But *twas not long that ſoft Confu- 
ſion laſted; the Reflection that he was going, that I 
ſhould never ſee him more, embittered all the Sweets 
which the Contemplation of ſo generous a Paſſion 
had -afforded. - But why ſhould I detain you with 
the particular Emotions which agitated me accordi 
as the different Thoughts roſe in me:---- In fine, 
lov'd, and could not bear to loſe him. All the Re- 
monſtrances of Honour, Grandeur, Reputation, were 
ſilenced by the more powerful Calls of Love: Since 
he was baniſhed, I reſolved to be the Partner of his 
Exile, whatever ſhould enſue. ---- You'll ſay, conſi- 
dering the Circumſtance I then was in, this was 2 
Reſolution which promis'd little Facility in the Exe- 
cution; yet difficult as it was, the Paſſion which promp- 
ted it, 9 * me alſo with Contrivance to per- 
form it : I bribed. one of my Women to procure me 
a Suit of Clothes, ſuch as our Negro Slaves are wont 
to wear; and oiling my Face, afterwards rubbi 

it over with ſome Powder, made of the Shells 

8 Cheſnuts, 
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Cheſnuts, and tying up my Hair cloſe to my Head» 
and covering it with a little Taffety Cap, made myſelf 
appear ſo like one of thoſe I deſigned to pals for, that 
I had not the leaſt Fear of being ſuſpected. I alſo pre- 
vailed on the ame Woman, whom I had made my 
Confident, to put on my Clothes; and if any Perſon 
trom the King, Prince Mulyxeden, or my Father, ſhou'd 
happen to be ſent ſoon after I was gone, to lie down 
on the Bed, feigning an Indiſpoſition, that they might 
not diſcover it was any other than myſelf that ſpoke ; 
and exacted a ſolemn Vow from her, that whatever 
ed, ſhe ſhould not confeſs ſhe knew any thing 
my Eſcape to any other Perſon but Zatilda. Eve- 
ry thing anſwered my Wiſh; Abdomar having Leave 
til the next Morning to prepare for his Journey, I 
mingled with his Train, and found Means to be en- 
tertained among them. I now thought myſelf moſt 
happy, fo eaſily can Love anſwer for the want of all 
Things elſe; not that I was ſo abandoned to Modeſty as 
to diſcover myſelf to him I had run ſuch Riſques to 
follow; no, I e no other Satisſaction in this 
Flight than to avoid Mulyxeden, and enjoy the Pre- 
ſence of the Man I loved; and, indeed, it was a Fe- 
licity unconceivable that I took in thus, unknown by 
him, obſerving all his Motions, in which I found no- 
thing but what ſerved more to encreaſe my Admira- 
tion and Eſteem, | 
Bur, alas! this Scene of innocent Delight met 
with a ſudden Interruption: We had not travelled 
above fifty Miles from the Court of Barbary, before 
we were overtaken, and ſeiz d by a Party of the 
King's Horſe ſent after in purſuit of us. Abdomar 
demanding the Reaſon, was anſwered by the Captain, 
That he muſt bring back the Princeſs Bellraizia, or 
diſcover where ſhe was, fince ſhe had made her El- 
cape, and twas believed by his Inſtigations. Abdo- 
a mar expreſs d the higheſt Concern, as well as Aſto- 
+ niſhment, at n but teſted, as very 
well he might, that he was entirely innocent of it. 
; But this could not ſerve his Turn; the Captain was 
| H 4 obliged 


2 


he 
ok 
U- 
Þ 
$ 
n 
th 
e- 
re 
de 
is 
I 
2 
2 
J- 


s 


* 


I% 


and all the Prime of the Nobi 


152 IDALIA: o, Part III. 


obliged to obey Orders, and we were all brought 
back; and Abdomar was immediately conducted into 
the Council- Chamber, where all that had Intereſt in 
it were aſſembled to examine him concerning me.---. 
The Horrors I endured while this laſted, were ſuch 
as it would be impoſſible to deſcribe: I imagined 
that his Innocence would ſtand him in but little ſtead 
to defend him againſt a Party, who were reſolved to 
think him guilty; nor was I miſtaken, they disbe- 
lieving all he faid, and imagining that it I were not 
really in his Company, it was on his Account I had 


left Barbary, and that there was ſome Place agreed 


on for our Mectting, ordered he ſhould be rack'd to 
make him confeſs. This Doom being paſs'd, he was 
brought out ; and the Sight of thoſe Men by him, 


whom I knew to be the common Executioners of 


thoſe kind of Torments, made me know to what 
he was decreed; and wild with the Horror of his 
ſuffering them on any Account, much more on mine, 
I Joſt all Senſe either of Shame or Danger to myſelf, 
and running in amongſt the Guards, cried out to 
them, Aud is it for the Princeſs Bellraizia that the no- 
ble Abdomar muſt endure the Rack ? If ſo, let him 
be remanded back; I can produce the Princeſs, and 
clear his Innocence. Every Body that ſtood near 
enough to hear me, were ſtrangely alarm'd at what 1 
faid; and ſome of them, running to the Council- 
Chamber, inform'd the King of what I ſaid; on which 
the Torments decreed for Abdomar were ſuſpended, 
and myſelf and he introduc'd. 
- You may believe how great a Damp twas to 
me, when I ſaw the King, my Father, Mulyxeden, 
* before whom I 
muſt either diſcover what I -had done, and the Rea- 
ſons which occaſioned it, or ſuffer the whole Weight 
of their Indignation to fall on him who was infi- 


nitely dearer to me than either Life or Honour. 


Therefore being demanded what I had to offer in 
the Defence of Abdomar, and what I knew of Bell- 
raizai, I boldly anſwered what they asked oy 

| another 
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nother Queſtion, which was, That if I proved the 
princeſs's Flight unknown to Abdomar, whether 
they had any other Crimes to accuſe” him of? And 
al of them aſſuring me, that if T did ſo he was en- 
tirely at his Liberty, nothing farther having been al- 
ledged againſt him, I pull'd off my Cap, and lettin 
my Hair fall about my Shoulders, See here then, (fal 

I, with a <9 which IJ have been ſince ſurpris d | 
at myſelf,) ſee here that Bellraizia whom you ſeek, 
and whom * wy the Guilt of permitting an in- 
nocent Perſon to for a Crime ſhe alone is guilty of, 
ſhould have ob =o ro have diſcovered herſelf either 
to you, or any other, The — the whole Aſ- 
ſembly was in, gave me leave to make a farther Ex- 
panation of my Meaning, and T recounted to them 
the Averſion I had for Mulyxeden, my Paſſion for 
Abdomar even before I had the leaſt Hope he would 
return it, and, in fine, the whole Truth of my Pro- 
N. bating what concern'd Zatilda: And indeed 

had hap much better, if I had alſo diſcovered 

thin but. ſhe had bound me in ſo ſtrict a Promiſe, 
that I durſt not break through it without her Con- 
ſent. To give you a Deſcription of the different Agi- 
tations which | Gw in the Countenances of the three 
I had moſt Reaſon to obſerve, the King, my Father, 
and the Prince, would be too tedious, fo I ſhall only 
fay, the Fury which I faw in one, could be equalld 
only by the others: All were alike incens'd, tho for 
contrary Reaſons. 

I cout. p not be a Judge in what Manner 4d 
mar heard ſo unexpected a Diſcovery, both becauſe 
he ſtood a little behind me, and alſo that Shame would 
have prevented me from looking on him with that Ear- 
neſtneſs which I did on the others: But if one may 
form a Judgment by the Paſſion he has fince proy* 
he wil Ba — his Emotions muſt at that Time 
be more * But to return to my Relation; 
My Father was the ne fl that broke Silence, and look- 


ing on me with an Eye chat 17 50 with Indigna- 
tion, 1s is ut (aid he) thi accuſmmg Tk 
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Tr. -— Yes, ( interrupted Mulyxeden, no leſs 
_ fiercely, ) tis plain he is guilty; for tho the Princeſs 
. bas ſo ingloriouſly condeſcended to yield to his Deſares, 
] never can believe (he would be brought to it without 
Profeſſions, ſuch as ſhe thought merited her Compaſſim. 
*Tis falſe, (reſum d I, that all I could do was 
_ like to be ineffectual,) thou, unbelieving Prince, 
deſerveſt not to be bleſs d with ſuch a Friend as Abdo- 
mar. Then I pluck'd out of my Pocket a Letter 
© he had thrown in at my Window, which was a ſuffi- 
.cient Teſtimony that he never had ſo much as de- 
clared his Paſſion for me, much leſs had importuned 
me to go with him, co back what I ſaid. The Prin- 
_ cels Zatilda, who hearing what had paſs d the firſt 
Time that Abdomar had examin d in the Coun- 
cil, and well knowing he had no Share in my Flight, 
* into the Room to clear him of this Charge, 
immediately knowing me, youch'd the Truth of 
what I had alledged. All theſe Witneſſes inclin'd the 
King, who was a perfect Lover of Juſtice, however 
prejudicial-it might be to his Intereſt, to recall the 
Sentence he had paſs d on Abdomar; at which Muh. 
eden, whoſe Rage was — abated by the Know- 
ledge that what I had done, oceeded only from 
my own inconſiderate Paſſion, hos thinking himſelf af. 
fronted on all Sides, turning to the King, Tour Ma- 
jeſty, ſaid he, may, whenever you pleaſe, revoke 
.own. Decrees, but neither Heaven nor Earth ſhall de. 
bar me from the Broſecution of mine: have vow's 
the Traytor's Death, and thus I make it good. In 
ſpeaking theſe Words, he ran at Abdomar with all the 
Fierceneſs of an inveterate Malice; but that injur'd Gen- 
tleman did not now, as he had done before, bow to 
receive the Wound he offer d, but ſnatching a Sword 
from a Lord that ſtood near him, put himſelf in an 
Poſture of Defence as ſoon as he perceived the Princes 
Deſign: Time was, (ſaid he,) 1 won d have welcom d 
. Death, but now have Cauſe to value Life, and mf, 
and will defend it for the divine Bellraizia, tho again 
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you, next to her, deareſt to my Soul. ---- Villain, thou 
lieft, (reſum d the Prince,) nor ſhall thy Flattery move 


me to Forgiveneſs. The Guards, which waited at the 
Door, were call'd in immediately, and having parted 
them, by the King's Command, bo Abdomar to the 
fame Priſon he had been in before; not that he was 
to be treated any longer as a Criminal, but his Ma- 
jeſty thought it moſt convenient for his Safety, to 
ſecure him there from the Fury of Mwulyzeden. He 
made me a low Reverence, with ſuch an inexpreſſi- 
ble Tenderneſs in his Eyes, ſo ſoft an Extaſy for what 
I had declared, as was 1 what any Words could 
have acknowledg'd; but I, tho' I obſerv'd it with as 
much Rapture as my Circumſtances would allow, was 
in too much ion to make any Return to the 
endearing Charm : But when he was gone, and I was 
left alone to the Upbraidings of the whole Aſſembly, 
(for there was not one there who did not blame my 
Conduct, ) what did I not endure! None but Zatilda 
took my Part, and endeavour'd to excuſe my Pro- 
endings, by pleading the Force of that unconquera- 
ble Paſſion which had been the Cauſe of them; but 
ſhe was immediately filenced by her Father, asking 
her how ſhe came to be ſo well acquainted with Emo- 
tions ſo contrary to Reaſon, and to Honour: But 
Prince Mulyxeden, who ſtill loved me, entreated them 
to ceaſe any further Reproaches, and told me, That if 
I would permit him to eſpouſe my Cauſe, by giving 
him that Happineſs my Vows had long ſince made his 
Due, all I had done for Abdomar ſhould be forgot. 
No, Sir, ( faid I,) I have not gone ſo far in the Race 
of Paſſion to go back :---- I own your Generoſity, but tis 
Abdomar alone I can love.--- AsI was proceeding, m 

Father interrupted me, crying out, Degenerate Girl ? 
unworthy the Regard of this noble Prince! But in the 
Puniſhment I will inflict on thee, he ſhall perceive how 
I reſent the Indignity thou haſt offer d him. ---- Here, 
(continu'd he, to ſome of the Guards,) bear her to 
ber . and let her be ſhifted of theſe diſho- 
nourable Rags; --=- theſe ſnameful Witneſſes of ber * 
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The Princeſs Zatilda had leave to accompany me, but 
had it not in her Power to give* me much Conſola- 
tion, or to receive it herſelf; and I believe never two 
had more Diſtraction in their Thoughts than we. —-- 
J again endeavour'd, by all the Arguments I was 
Miſtef of, to perſwade her to permit me to reveal 
the kind Thoughts ſhe had of Mulyzeden; but ſhe was 
ſtill obſtinate, and would liſten to nothing I could ſay 
on that Score, and conjured me afreſh never to let the 


Secret ſlip. But Providence brought it to light with- 


out my Breach of Promiſe; and we might all have 
been happy, if Modeſty, whichin others is the greateſt 
Virtue, had not, by its Exceſs, been her Enemy, and 
diſappointed the Aim of Heaver: One of my Wo- 
men, who, it ſeems, had been appointed to attend me 
only as a Spy, liſten'd to the Converſation we had to- 
gether, and related it to both our Fathers; which you 
may gueſs was no {mall Surpriſe to them: But mine 
was 1o much vex'd at it, as believing this would cer- 
tainly take away all Hope of my ever being Princeſs 
of Fez, that croſſing his Ambition, he fell into a 
Fever, of which he dy'd. The King ſet me at liberty 
immediately after his Death, but would not diſoblige 
the Prince ſo much as to give me leave to marry 
Abdomar, who was ſtill in Confiatinis — Zatilda 
was yet ignorant that her Secret had been diſcover d; 
and the ng perceiving that Mulyxeden ſtill had the ſame 
Paſſion for me as ever, knew not which way to bring 
it about; but at laſt, finding his Daughter grow ex- 
tremely ill, (as that poor Princeſs had ever ſince been 
conſuming with inward Agonies,) he propoſed the 
Matter to him. Never Man had a greater Share of 
29 that unhappy Prince; and he could 
not hear he was beloved by a Princeſs, whom it was 


not his Deſtiny to love, without an Infinity of Con- 
cern, but had nothing ef thoſe Sentiments, which were 
requiſite to make her happy. However, the tender Con- 
cern which filld his Soul, might poſſibly have ripen'd 
into NH more to her Advantage, had ſhe not 
the Power of receiving it: The m 
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courſe the King had with him on this Score, was in 
the Palace-Garden, in that very Grotto where I had 
made the Diſcovery of the Paſſion which Abdomar 
had for me: The ill-fated Zatilda happen'd to be in 
one Part of it, while they were in the other, and over- 
heard all that paſs d; and overcome with Shame that 
the Secret was diſcover d, and gueſſing by the An- 
ſwers which Mulyxeden made, that ſhe was like to re- 
ceive no other Benefit by it than the Compaſſion of 
the Man ſhe loved, reſolved to put an End to the Mi- 
ſeries ſhe had endured, and full of Deſparation, plung d 
that Moment a Dagger into her Breaſt. The Noiſe 
which her Fall made among the Trees and twiſted 
Branches, of which the Grotto was compoſed, 3 
her Father, and the Perſon for whoſe fake ſhe 
done this, to riſe from their Seats, and look what 
'twas occaſion'd it. ---- It would be needleſs to repeat 
the Lamentations of a moſt tenderly loving Father, to 
find his only Child welt'ring in her Blood, and breathing 
her laſt ; or thoſe which Mulyxeden made, when he 
reflected he had been the Caule, tho* an innocent one: 
You may eaſily imagine they were ſuitable to the 
Occaſion, and to the Characters of the Perſons con- 
cern d in it. The moſt eminent Surgeons were ſent 
for; but the fatal Weapon had reach'd too far, and ſhe 
lived no longer than to receive ſome Words of Com- 
paſſion from him, who tho' he could not love, pro- 
teſted after he would gladly have exchanged Condi- 
tions, and bought the Preſervation of her Life at the 
Expence of his own. 5 
HEN ſhe was , there was nothing in the 
Coaſt of Barbary which could induce me to ſtay in 
it: And having obtain'd Leave, I retired into the Coun- 
try, to a Caltle which had been my Father's. Muly- 
zeden would not offer to oppoſe it, nor had made any 
Viſits to me ſince the Death of Zatilda, becauſe he 


would give no Umbrage to the Xing; and I hop'd 


my abſenting myſelf, fully convincing him that I ne- 
ver would be his, would oblige him to return to Fez, 
or at leaſt to ſet Abdowar at liberty, who, I was con- 


— 
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fident, as ſoon as he was ſo, would find ſome Means 


do let me know it. But, alas ! that too conſtant Prince 


could not forget his Paſſion! all my Unkindneſs had 
not the Power of ffcng my Idea in his Soul ! he 
continu d to love an Ardency which was un- 
vanquiſhable but by Death, which « laſt he yielded 
to ! And ſure if any one ever had a broken Heart, he 
kad, for he died of no other Diſeaſe but Grief. 1 
have often wonder'd, that, conſidering the Sweetneſs 
5 his Diſpoſition, he had all this w kept Abdomar 
3 but Jeal — diſappointed Love can 
. no Media, in their Rage. The Moment he 
was dead, the Kin hey Hr, that he ſhould be dif- 
churg's, but defir'd he never would be ſeen in Bar- 
bary. I had an immediate Account of all Things, and 
met him in the Way. After a thouſand mutual De- 
monſtrations of the tendereſt Affection, we exchang d 
Vows never to be parted more; and neither Barbary 
nor Fez promiling much Security, he bethought him 
of buying a Ship, and living a Rover on the Sea, that 
being a Province where no mortal Prince had Power 
to drive us from. We had been eight Months without 
ever ſetting our Feet on Land, when that dreadful 
Storm, in which we thought you loſt, ſhewing us 
that Heaven deny'd its Approbation of our Love, 
However, it prevail'd not to ſ us: Claſp'd in 
each other's Arms, we reſolv'd. fince there was no 
Hope of living, to die together. But when we ht 
ourſelves moſt in ue were moſt ſecure ; that 
Part of the Ship in which we were, was that which 
was daſh'd againſt the Rock, and the other being rent 
forcibly mou this ſeemꝰ d faſten'd to it, and the Storm 
immediately ceaſing, weremain'd in our tatter'd Caſtle, 
till ſome Boats coming to our Relief, n us fate 
on Shore. 
In the Houſe we were directed to, there was a 
Friar, certainly the moſt holy of his Order: Being in- 
formꝭd of Part of our Story by Abdomary and myſelf, 
he told me very freely, that the Breach of my Vows 


to Mulyzeden had daun the Vengeance of Heaven on 
| me ; 
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me; and then to argue with ſo divine a Zeal 
on the miſtaken Precepts of our Religion, that in a 
few Days he won us both to embrace the Chriſtian 
Faith, which my Anceſtors had ſo ſhamefully abjur d. 
To expiate the Sin of living ſo long in a State of Infi- 
delity, he told us it was neceſſary to do ſomething 
more than a bare Acknowledgment we had been in an 
Error; and in fine, in ſpite of the unbated Paſſion we 
ſtill had for each other, he wrought on us both ſo far as 
to prevail on us to take Orders: And by mortifyin 
our Deſires in the tendereſt Part, endeavour to appeaſe 
the Offences we had been guilty of. Abdomar, as 
well as myſelf, ſubmitted to it, and he is now with 
this good Friar among the Capuchins, and I am ſettled 
here, where ſo unexpectly I have had the good For- 
tune to meet a Perſon in whoſe Converſation I pro- 
miſe myſelf much Comfort, 

Tux charming Convert here finiſh'd her Narra- 
tion; and Idalia reflecting on the Inſtability of that 


Felicity which only Love beſtows, n to grow 


exceeding melancholy ; which the other obſerving, en- 
treated to know the Cauſe, and alſo what had befallen 
her ſince their Separation; which ſhe complying + 
with, let the new-made Chriſtian know, that there 
were both Misfortunes and Inadvertencies occaſion d 
by Paſſion, as great as what ſhe had experienc'd. 
THe viliting this Lady was all the Conſolation 
Idalia had in her Separation from Myrtano; but ſhe 
being ſoon after taken ill of ſo malignant a Fever, 
that 1t was thought dangerous to approach her, ſhe 
not only loſt the Company of one whoſe Wit and 
ood Humour often diverted her from any deſpairi 
Thoughts, to which of late ſhe was too liable, but 
alſo of one whoſe Strictneſs to the Principles ſhe had 
embrac'd, might in Time have won her to a Belief, 
that true Happineſs was only to be found in Virtue. 
And indeed in the Circumſtance ſhe then was, never 
Woman ſtood more in need of an Adviſer : The living 
in the Manner ſhe had done with Myrtano, his Wite's 
Deſperation, and the Pope's Decree, had male too 
| ; great 


— 


remark d; and embolden'd by the Knowledge that ſhe 
had been a Miſtreſs, brought all the young and gay 
Part of the Town to (cette for the ſame Favour; 
nay, ſome of them uſed ſo little Ceremony as to make 
her acquainted with their Deſigns on the firſt Viſit, 
and others, treating her as a Courtex an, demanded to 
know her Price. Some would agree with her for a 
Month, others for a Week ; all the Inſults that Women 
of that Profeſſion are liable to, ſhe met with; which, 
conſidering the Haughtineſs of her Diſpoſition, could 
not be expected but to drive her to Extreams. She 
writ daily to Myrzano, conjuring him to make what 
Expedition he could to leave Rome; and he continu'd 
to aſſure her, he was as impatient as herſelf. But 
Things not being ready ſo ſoon as ſhe expected, ſhe 
grew tranſported and wild with the daily Affronts ſhe 
receiv'd, and was ready to lay violent Hands on her 
own Life, rather than endure them longer: She began 
to curſe the Cauſe which had reduc'd her to a Condi- 
tion, ſuch as could give room for Liberties ſo con- 
trary to what ſhe had been us'd to receive, and could 
ſo il bear: She wanted Revenge on all who durſt 
to ule her in this Manner ;---- and not having it in 
her Power, was ready to burſt with inward Spleen, 
and ſtifled Indignation. In this enrag'd Temper, hap- 
pening to look out of her Window, ſhe ſaw a young 
" Chevalier paſs by, whom imagining ſhe had ſeen be- 
fore, ſhe look'd more earneſtly at, and ſoon diſco- 
ver d it to be Florez, the Villain who had firſt betray'd 
her from her Father's Houſe, and been the Cauſe bf 
all her Woe, A ſudden Thought came into her Head 
at Sight of him : To be.reveng'd on him for all, ſhe 
ſent a Servant after immediately, to watch where he 
went; which being inform'd of, ſhe. fat down, and 
diſguiſing her Hand as much as poſſible, writ to him 
in this Manner: Flow | 
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great a Noiſe in Rome not to make her be publickl) 
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To Don FLOR EZ. 


Chevalier, 7 accompliſt d as you, cannot be furs 

pris'd to be told the Impreſſion you have made on 
4 Heart who pretends to a Capacity of diſtinguiſbing.— 
But I will nog go about to tell you how much I am m- 
fluenc'd by your Perfections, till I ſee how you approve 
the Conqueſt you have made over me: If you have an 
Hour to ſpare, beſtow it this Evening in the long Walk 
behind the Benedictine Nunnety, and juſt about the 
Cloſe of Day you ſhall meet | 


Your enamour'd 


IncocntiTa! 


Sus did not doubt but the . his Diſpoſi- 
tion would make him ſwallowy the Bait ſhe had — 
par'd tor him, and ſent it by a Servant, charging hi 

not to diſcover either her Name, or where the lived, 
if Florez ſhould enquire, as *twas probable he would. 
But the Fellow, who was hired by Myrtano to attend 
her, and knew very well it was to him ſhe was in- 
debted for a Support, thought it a monſtrous Infide- 
lity to his Lord; and inſtead of delivering it to Fo- 
rex, carry d it directly to him. The Aſtomiſhment with 
which he read it, is not to be expreſs d; but reſolving 
to inform himſelf to what Lengths the Perfidy he ima - 
gined her guilty of would carry her, he muffled him- 
{elf up in his Cloak, and went himſelf at the appointed 
Time to the Place of Aſſignation, where he had not 
waited long before he perceiy d her coming. There 
was ſo little Difference in their Stature, that ſhe might 
be eaſily deceiv'd ; and coming near him, I believe, 
Sgnior, (ſaid ſhe, you are the. Perſon I would ſpeak 
with: Are you not call d Don Florez ? Pam, ( * 
Myrtano, in a low and feign d Voice,) You 4 
Letter, (reſum'd ſhe, drawing a Dagger, and ſtriking 

: it 
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of her Anguiſh: She threw herſelf upon his bleedin 


it with all her Force into his Breaſt, before he had Op. 
portunity to diſcover who'he was,) and now I give a 
Preſent ſuch as your Villany deſer vel. She had O. 
portunity to ſay no more, he falling, e 
cry d out, O Idalia! what have you . — Theis 
Words, the Voice, and a cloſer Obſervat ion, made her 
know to whom ſhe had given the Blow ; but all that 
can be conceiv d of diſtracting Grief, ot forror with- 
out a Name, was ſhort of what ſhe felt at this amaſin 
Sight: She tore ber Hair and Face, rav d, ſtamp's 
curs'd Fate, and ſcarce ſpar d Heaven in the Extremity 


Body, and kiſs d a thouſand Times the Wound ſhe 
made: ---- But this affording but little Satisfaction to 
the Racks of Thought, which at this ſhocking Mo- 
ment hurry'd her wild Brain, ſhe ſtarted up, and ſnatch- 
ing the Dagger, plung'd it thro her Heart. He had 
au Power to his Eyes, and ſee the dreadful Re- 
paration had made hit, and then clos'd them for 
ever. She lived ſome Hours to relate what ſhe had 
done, and the Cauſe that moved her to it, to ſome 
Perſons whom the Exclamations ſhe made drew thi- 
ther; but not long enough to ſee the Juſtice of Hea- 
ven executed on Florez, who being ed from Penice 
for a Murder he had been guilty of, was diſcover d at 
Rome, and there apprehended, and on the Account of 
many other baſe Actions, wholly friendleſs, he ſuffer d 
the Law, and dy d as much unpity d, as Myrtano and 
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Love's an heroick Paſſion, which can find 
No room in any baſe degew rate Mind: 

It kindles all the Soul with Honour Fire, 
To make the Lover worthy his Defire. 
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HE next Step to having Merit 

S—— e's ſelf, is to admire it in ano- 
ther; and that I ne ſooner teſti- 
fied how very much 1 am ſenſible. 
LS RES 7 yours, was only owing to my 
— <6 — * of doing it in a Manner 
more worthy your Acceptance. I flatter d myſelf 
that I 22 Day bave it in Power to 
lay at = Feet, ſomething of which I ſhould be 


leſs a 
15 rifles I have hitherto been capable of produ- 
cing: But, alas! the Wong of my Ambition in 
thi, as tm almoſt every Thing ele, are 1 * : 
and all I can do isg\to prove I have the Will, 
but want the Power to pleaſe. 


YE T, conſtions as I am bf my own Defects, 
my Impatience has gut phe better of my Humili- 
92 [ no longer can refrain that publick Ac- 
"9 — knowleagement 


'd of entreating your Patronage, than 
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 Inowledgement which is your Due from the whole 
 Horld, whom your inimitable Writings have im- 
prov'd. Others may boaſt the inſtructive Art in 
ſome one Science to embelliſh 7 but you 
refine the Mizd, and make imſit for elevated Im- 
prefſions. ----Ton, Sir, teach us how to Think, 
as well ar Act; and by inſpiring us with juſt and 
nmuoble Sentiments, render it impoſſible to behave 
in « Munner contrary to them. 


5 9 1 oa. e \ 

THE little Hiſtory I preſume to offer, bein 
compoſed of Charatters full of Honour and Gene. 
rofity, I thought I bad a fit Opportunity, by pre- 
Jenting it to one who has made it ſo much hi; 
Study to infuſe thoſe Principles, and whoſe every 
Action is a ſhining Example of them, to expreſi 
my Zeal in declaring myſelf with all 1maginable 

r at 
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8 Your moſt Obliged, and 
| Moſt Obedient, . 
Humble 3 
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SURPRISE; 
| OR 
ConsTAncy rewarded. 


* 


IND had Beauty, Wit, Good- 
21 <1 humour, and by the Death of her 
3 I; Parents, was le Miſtreſs of a Son- 
N ES ſiderable Fortune in her own Diſ- 

Nv poſe ; which laſt Article attracted a 
great Number of Adorers. Among 
* ——" thoſe who ſollicited her Favour, there 
were two ſo equal in her Eſteem,” that the Regard 
ſhe had for both, render d it impoſſible for her to 


make Choice of either: The Name of the one was 


Ellmour, and the other Bellamant. Each had Perfec- 
tions rarely to be found in an Age fo degenerate as 
this; and if the former of theſe Gentlemen had the 
Advantage of a much longer Courtſhip, and better 
Eſtate the other, the charming Bellamant had 
Graces which well made up for thoſe Deficiencies.—-- 
There was ſomething fo prodigiouſly enchanting in 
his Countenance and Manner of Behaviour, that it 


was ſcarce poſſible to know him, without loving 


him. Ali whether it were that her Hour was 


not yet come, . 
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tible of the tender Paſſion, felt not any of thoſe vio- 
lent Emotions which are the Characteriſticks of De- 
fire : Tis probable, had either them ſingly made his 
Addreſſes to her, ſhe might h ve been perſwaded to 
have thought herſelf happy in conſenting; but, al 
Things weigh'd between them, their Merits ſeem d 
ſo equal, that the Scale would turn on neither Side. 
HILE ſhe was in this Dilemma, a young Lady, 
a near Relation, whom ſhe-had not ſeen for ſome 
Fears, came to Town; and the Pleaſure ſhe expected 
to find in her Converſation, for awhile gave Truce to 
all other Thoughts, But, alas! -ſhe found not thoſe 
Charms in her Society which it was wont to afford: 
Her once ſprightly Wit, and Gaiety of Diſpoſition, 
was now chang'd to a heavy Languor. ---- She ſpoke 
but ſeldom ; 11 when ſhe did, it was in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that the Standers-by might eaſily perceive ſhe 
forc'd herſelt to a Complai ſance, which could not but 
be painful to her. ---- Alizda, who tenderly lov'd. her, 
was extremely troubled to obſerve this Alteration; 
but tho ſhe-preſsd her to it by all the Adjurations 
_ imaginable, ſhe could draw nothing from her that 
could enable her to form any Conjecture of the Cauſe :--- 
Till one Day, as they were fitting together, word 
being brought to Alinda that Bellamant was come to 
 _ » viſit her, Euphemia, (for that was the Name of this 
fair Diſconſolzte,) ſtarting from her Chair, and run- 
ning to the Window, as tho to look who it was, 
fell down in a Swoon on the Floor..----"Tis hard to 
fay, whether the Concern Alinda was in to ſee her 
thus, or Amazement at what had occaſion'd it, was 
moſt predominant in her Soul; but performing all 
the tender Offices of Friendſhip, in uſing means for 
ber Recovery, ſhe at length lifted up her Eyes, but 
with ſuch a Torrent of Tears, as tho' it was to them 
ſhe was indebted for forcibly opening thoſe Lids, 
which but a Moment before ſeem'd ſealed with Death. 
As ſoon as ſhe had the Power of Utterance, pre- 
venting any Interrogatories Almda might probably 
_ have made, How long, ſaid ſhe, have you been of 


" 


Ars = oTH os © ty 


SESECSSEPEpD2DPSMGEIOOLGEQOCERMPHUSSDSyu_ q@FOHq—= == 


Bellamant's 


% : 
o 


Comſtancy. rewarded, 169 

Bellamam s Acquaintance ? which the other having 
anfiver'd, Bua ſhort Time: I beg, reſum d ſhe, you 
will, on no account, mention to him the Name of 
our unhappy. Conſin. I entreat this Favour of you, 
6 the pear Affinity which is between us, by that 

Friendſhip you have flatter d me with, and by that 

which vs in reality for you: And in return, I 
will relate to you the Circumſtances of a Hiſtory you 
have ſcem'd deſirous to be inform'd of, and which 
Shame only has kept me from revealing, 

AL1ND A, though more.aſtoniſh'd than before, 
aſſur'd her, ſhe would moſt faithfully es" the Injunc- 
tion ſhelaid on her: And, /aid ſhe, wholly to remove 
your Doubts, I will not ſee him till your diſcovering 
to me the Reaſons you have for an Order, which at 
preſent appears ſo much a Riddle, ſhall inſtru me in 
what manner I ſhall proceed. ---- She had no ſooner 
kid this, than ſhe called a Servant, commanding him 
to tell Bellamant, that being engaged on Bulinels, ſhe 
could not receive the Favour he intended her that Day. 
You ſee, reſumed ſhe, my dear Euphemia, I have, 
for this Time, put it out of my Power to gratify 
8 * wy we anne blab- 
ing every Thing that the Appearance of a Se- 
cret : And i 1 oil be any Mitigation of the Sor- 


rows where with you ſeem ſo much oppreſs d, Will 


continue ſtill to do ſo, by never . ſeeing Bellamant 
more. Take heed, kind Alinda, anſwered the other, 
take heed, leſt you promiſe more than you ſhould+be 
able to perform: Conſult your Heart, and then ve. 
ſolye me, if I indeed ſhould exact that Proof of Friends 
ſhip from you, would it be in your Power to ba- 
niſh Bellamant ? I never yet could perceive ( ſaid Alinda, 

bluſbing) that I had any Sentiments for that Gentle- 
man, which ſhould render the parting with him a 
Difficulty :---- But if I were in reality guilty of that 
Weak — your Words ſeem to intimate, it muſt be 
Going a Violence to myſelf, * than yet I have 
any. Notion of, that I would not willingly riſque, 


to make you eaſy. There paſs d between them many 
Vor. 1 I. - I . other 
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other ſuch Expreſſions of mutual Friendſhip and Re: 
gard for the Ha pineſs of each other: But the one be- 
ing impatient for the unravelling an Affair which 
ſhe could not yet comprehend, and the other as defi. 
rous of revealing it, they ſhut themſelves into Anda s 
Cloſet, and having given ſtrict Orders to the Servants, 
not to diſturb them on any Account whatever, Euphe- 
mia began to ſatisfy her Curioſity in theſe Words: 


K * Gre nn Lit 
Need not tell you ( ſaid ſbe) that my Parents, 
4 their late Mistortunes, were reduced to an E 
too low, to be able to leave me a Fortune anſwer- 
able to the Hopes with which I had been educated; 
you know all thoſe Affairs perfectly well; as alſo that 
my Aunt in Wiltſhire, pitying the Diſappointment 
' which at ſo early an Ape fell on me, took me under 
her Protection: But you are yet to be inform'd, with 
how extreme a Tenderneſs ſhe treated me: All the 
Love which I could have expected from the fondeſt 
Mother, joined to the Freedom of a Siſter, and the Com- 
iſance of the moſt diſtant Acquaintance, I found 
from her. The Belief that her A flection would con- 
ſiderably add to my little Fortune, with the Advan- 
tages of Youth, good Clothes, and a tolerable Face 
and Humour, gain'd me, in alittle Time after I had 
been in her Houſe, ſeveral who called themſelves my 
Lovers: But I was poſſeſs d with I know not what 
Ekind of an Averſion to any Talk of that Nature: 
I was not only unſuſceptible of Love, but alſo 
— of ee x fs Offers made would 
ve my Advantage to have _ 
ed. Had i 8 indeed, been more preſſing 
me to have made my Choice among them, tis pro- 
bable I ſhould not have run the Hazard of — 
her; but as her Goodneſs to me was in every Thing 
moge than common, ſo it was alſo in this; and per- 
ceiving no Inclination to change the State I was in, 
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forbore to urge me beyond my own Deſires. 


- 


the Tranquility I then enjoy'd! —- How calm, how 
undiſturb d were then my Thoughts!----- No buſy 
Cares waited on my waking Hours ! ---- No racki 
Anguiſh haunted my Nights, and broke my W 
Slumbers !---- Life, like an unruffled Stream, ſlid on 
ſerenely gay !--—-I was fo ignorant of Woe, that 
] believ'd there couid not be a greater than the Head- 
ach ! As for the Diſorders of the Mind, I looked on 
them as chimerical, unleſs occaſion d by ſome horrid 
Crime, and therefore unworthy Commiſeration. ----- 
O that I ſtill had been that happy Ideot ! --- Dear- 
bought Experience, how haſt thou undone me ! 


A STORM of Sighs here intercepted the Paſſage of 
her Words; and ſhe was obliged to pauſe, to give the 


r vent, which elſe might have 


thrown her again into the ſame Condition from which 
ſhe had fo lately been recovered: But overcomin 
as well as ſhe was able, the ſecret Load which 


ber Spirits down, ſheatlengthreſumed Strengchenough 


to proſecute her Relation, in this Manner: 


My Aunt, (purſued ſhe) who, as I have already told 
you, took Delight in affording me all the innocent 
Recreations which were becoming me totake, wou'd 
needs have me accompany ſome young Ladies in our 
Neighbourhood, who were going to the Bath, it be- 
ing then the Seaſon of the Year when all the gay 
Part of the World reſort thither, with as great an 
Impatience to partake the Diverſions of the Place, as 
the Old and Infirm do in the Hope of being reſtored 
to new Life and Health, by the help of thoſe excel- 
lent Waters. You may be ſure, I was not back- 
ward in complying with a Command fo perfectly 
kind and obliging to me; and, to leave nothing un- 
done, -which make me ſee ſhe ſtudy'd my Credit, 
as well as Pleaſure, ſhe ordered ſeveral very rich Suits 
of Clothes to be made for me, and preſented me 
with Jewels of hers to the Value of ſome thouſand 
+ nod added apa... 
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ww or oe. as r Miſtreſs. It was 
| t by thoſe who knew ſhe was preparing to ſet 
me n in this ſplendid Manner, that it was done 
with a Deſign, tae thus adorned, thus attended, ] 
might get a Husband among that numerous Aſſem- 
'bly, more to my Advantage than I could in our re- 
'tir'd Part of the World. If it were fo, which I was 
far from thinking, her kind Intentions found a cruel 
"Diſappointment ; all thoſe Expectations, with my 
"Peace of Mind were ſunk, to riſe na more !---- But 
I will not anticipate what the Diſcovery is I have to 
make, by giving you any Hints which may light 
Conjecture to the Sequel: In fine, I went ; made 
as an Appearance as any Lady on the Walks; 
had my Vanity not a little gratify'd to find my 
{elf more addrefled to than ſome who had been cele- 
brated Toaſts, and whoſe Birth and Fortune were 
- infinitely ſuperior to mine. ---- I doubt not, indeed, 
but gr eat partiof the ReſpeAs paid to me, was ow- 
ing to my Dreſs and Equipage ; for being utterly un- 
: known there, I was taken for a much greater Fortune 
than I was in reality. | 
"Taz Variety of Humours and Amuſements one 
finds in ſuch Places, is agreeable enough to a Mind 
entirely at eaſe, as mine was, and unprepoſleſſed 
with any other Ideas; and as I was naturally ot : 
_ Diſpoſition rather too gay and ſpirituous, than the 
. contrary, I never refuſed the coming into any Mes- 
. fures which had a Proſpect of Diverſion in them; 
whether the Company was for Riding, Walking, 
- Dancing, Playing, I readily made one, and had the 
Reputation of being not the leaſt entertainiug among 
them. But ſoon theſe empty Pleaſures cea ed; one 
fatal Mcment robbed them of their Joys, and tau 
me to deſpiſe the gaudy, noiſy Nothings, and 
my Soul in ſearch of Happineſs more elevated. 
._  HayPENinG to go with one of the Ladies whom 
I had accompanyed from home, one Morning, with 
2 Deſign to bath, we perceiv'd a Gentleman juſt 
coming out of it. The peculiar Richneſs 3 
| ancy 
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Fancy. of his Night-Gown and Cap immediately at- 


. trated our Eyes; but we could not long be taken 


with an Admiration fo trifling as his Dreſs, which 
ſery'd only to make his lovely Form more conſpicu- 
ous : The Nobleneſs of his Air, the Exactneſs of his 
Shape, the manly Majeſty which ſparkled in his Eyes, 
the thouſand thouſand unutterable Graces which 
play'd about his fine proportioned Mouth, too much 
engroſs d our Sight, to leave a Glance for any other 
View.---- Mine it did, at leaſt; and I could have wiſh- 
ed to have been all Eye, ſo greedy, ſo eager was I 
to gaze upon his Charms. The God of Love now 
12 at once with his whole Force into my Soul, 
and in an Inſtant, every threbbing Vein ſwell'd with 
the new, the ſoft Defire !---- The aſtomiſhing Delight 
of looking on him, took from me the Power of 
Thought; I ſeem'd as though riveted to the Place 
I ſtood in; nor, till he was gone paſt my ſtraini 
Sight to reach him, had Speech or Motion, though 
the Lady who was with me, as ſhe afterwards told 
me, ſeveral Times ſpoke to me, and pulled me 
by the Sleeve to come forward, Ignorant of what 
I ailed, yet conſcious of a wondrous Change within, 
I long'd to be alone; and, under the Pretence of be- 
ing ſuddenly a little indiſpos'd, refuſed to bath that 
Day, and retired as faſt as I could to my Apart- 
ment, - | 

As little an Opinion as I had of Love, I had read 
a great deal of its Influence; and when I examined the 
Symptoms in myſelf, found they were ſo near the 
Deſcription of that Paſſion, that I no ſooner began to 
compare thefn, than I ceaſed to doubt if they were 
the ſame. . Yes, I felt too ſtrongly the Power 1 


bad fo long contemned, not to repent of my for- 


mer Unbelicf.---- And from the Moment I perceiv'd 
myſelf in Love, perceived alſo I was unhappy ; not 
all the Flatteries I had been accuſtomed to hear, could 
make me hope there was any Thing in me worthy - 
of being taken notice of by a Man, ſo far above the 


common Rank of Men, as to his bodily Perfect _ | 


I 3 


. 
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and who, Iknew not, but might be of a Quality which 
mightrenderall Hope ofa Return of Paſſion from him as 
inſolent, as vain!--- Reſolving, however, to beaſcertain- 
ed who he was, and, if it was poſſible, have one more 
Sight of kim, I dreſſed myſelf in the moſt becomin 
Manner I cou d, believing that in all Probability he vary, 
be on the Walks in the Evening ; or it he were not, 1 
ſtould eaſily find ſome one or other, who, by my Deſcrip. 
tion of him, might know him cnough, to be able to 
inform me of his Name and Quality. --- Between the 
Time of my ſeeing him, and that to walk in, I had 
yaricus Con jectures what the Reaſon ſhould be which 
had obliged him to remain retir'd in a Place fo pub- 
lick ; for I was certain be had very little appear'd 
abroad, becauſe there was no Aſſembly in which Thad 
not a part ; and could not think he was lately come, 
the Seaſon being far ſpent, and the Company were 
inning to think of a Return. ---- However, in ſpite 
of Improbability, this laſt N to be the Truth; 
for I had no ſooner entered the Walks, than I faw 
him there, with an Air and Mien which methought 
gave a new Luſtre to the Place. 
Tux Freedom uſed there, gave him an Opportu- 
nity of accoſting me, and the Ladies with me; which 
he did in a Manner far above my Hopes; and, in the 
way of Converſation, let us know how unhappy he 
thought himſelf to loſe ſo much of the Seaſon, which 
had been occaſion d by a Fall from his Horſe in com- 
ing there, being obliged to lie a conſiderable Time on 
the Road to Recover ſome Hurts that Accident had 
* him. - Juſt as he was ſpeaking this, ſome 
Company joining us on the other fide, with whom 
my two Companions were talking. To be confin'd 
ſo long, Madam, (ſaid he to me.) in an odious Inn, was 
to a Man naturally fond of Delicacy an unſpeakable 
Mortification ; but my Misfortune had been by in- 
finite Degrees more terrible to be born, had I known 
It haddetain'd me from the the Preſence of a Charmer 
ſuch as you. I will not go about, my dear Alinda, 


to repreſent with how much Tranſport I * 
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this little Compliment, nor the Manner in which 1 
anſwer'd it; you will hereafter have ſufficient Proofs 
of my Weakneſs, without ſpinning out my Narration 
to a tedious Length by the Repetition of Trifles : So 


I ſhall only ſay, this was but the Introduction to a 


thouſand more paſſionate and tender Declarations, ---- 
In fine, he behav'd himſelf in ſuch a Manner, in ſpite 
of the Diſadvantages of being in a Place ſo publick, 
and -unfir for Diſcourſes of that Nature, that J half 
flattered myſelf. I had been capable of creating the ſame 
Emotions in his Soul, which I felt ſo powerful in 
y own on his Account, ---- $4 | 
IvEN T to Bed that Night, with Reflections far 
different from thoſe which had uſed to accompany 
me. -I now knew what it was to hope and fear 
to raiſe my tow ring Expectations to the Skies, then 
fink them with as little Shew of Reaſon down to Hell, 
* as wild Fancy and unguided Thought preſented an 
Idea of Events, or to be wiſhed or dreaded:-»- Confound- 
ing Probabilities with their Contraries ; forming a 
thouſand incoherent Reſolutions, yet unable to deter- 
mine any Thing. In all the ſweet Perplexities, the plea- 
ſing Reſtleſſnels that attends new-born Deſire, did I pals 
the Hours till the Dawn arriv'd; at which Time I 
roſe to dreſs, being to meet him by Appointment, to 
ſhare the Pleaſures of a Morning Walk, which he ſaid 
was infinitely more agreeable, than the Times gene- 
rally made choice of for that Purpoſe. ---- Judge not 
too ſeverely of my Weakneſs, dear Alinda, that I ſo 
imprudently conſented to meet a Man alone, a Man 
whom I had never ſeen but that Day, and whoſe 
very Name I was yet a Stranger to: If ever you 
have experienced the Force of raging burning Love, 


you will forgive and pity my Proceedings, not only 


what I have already related, but that which I have 
yet to ſpeak. _ "PI py. 
' Sn x bluſh'd,/ and paus d at theſe Words, perhaps, 
expecting. Alinds would make ſome Anſwer to them; 


but perceiving ſhe was ſilent, and took no other no- 


tice of the Apology ſhe * than by tenderly look - 


F 
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was in Expectation of from the Indulgence of my 


than before,) to find that Bellamant was not of a ls 


—— 


ing on her, and gently bowing her Head in Approba: 
Gref it, ſhe * to 28 on in the Recital ſhe 

To t Cid ſhe) the obliging Expreſſions he 
made uſe of to 1 Condelceuften T had favour d 
him with, would be an Injury to them, ſince the 
Energy with which they were deliver d, and the 
Looks which accompanied them, added a Charm to 
them, which all the, Words in the World, if ſpoke 
by any other Perſon, could not boaſt. ---- I would 
have you therefore imagine, that all that can be con- 
cciv'd of tender, of paſſionate, all that the moſt ea- 
ger Love and refin'd Wit have the Power to in- 
ſpire, filled his Profeſſions, and adorned his Vows.--- | 

Tre Converſation laſted for ſome Hours, and end- 
ed in my permitting him to proſecute an honourable 
Pretenſion : After he had aſſur d me he intended no 
other, and had acquainted me with his Name and Fa- 
mily, That is an Article (purſued ſhe, bluſting more 


than before) which I believe I may ſpare mylelf the 


Trouble of relating, fince I doubt not but both by 
my Deſcription of his unequall d Charms, and the 
Confuſion with which I juſt now ſaw him at your 
Gate, you are already ſufficiently convinced it was 
no leſs a Prodigy of Perfection than Bellamant, who 
had the Power to influence me to a Weakneſs, which, 
Jo, eee would not 
have been pardonable. hats 
Ix was with all the Earneſtneſs in the World ſhe 
fixed her Eyes on the Face of Alinda, as though 
ſhe would dive into her Soul, and read the E 
theſe Words made on her; but perceiving no viſible 
Alteration, proceeded in her Diſcourſe without any 
Interruption. 3 N 

Tu E Joy I had ( ſaid ſhe, with a Voice more aſſur d 


ſuperior to my own, nor had an Eſtate which could 
entitle him to the Hope of marrying a Woman with 
a better Fortune than what I had in Poſſeſſion, and 


Aunt, 


T2 
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Aunt, is not to be expreſſed. --—I now began to taſte 
the Sweets of Love: I had every Day ſome new 
Proof of his Increaſe of Paſſion ; and ſure never Man 
made ſo good Uſe of his Time as he did; for from 
his coming to the Bath, and that in which we were 
oblig's to leave it, was not exceeding ten Days; and 
were I to t the thouſand thouſand ſoft Proteſta- 
tions he made me ia that Time, you would ſaarce 
believe as many Weeks would give them Utterance. 
We were, indeed, from the Moment in which] per- 
mitted his Addreſſes ſcarce an Hour aſunder, but in 
the Hours allowed for Repoſe; and even thoſe, the 
ſeeming [mpatience of his Paſſion would infringe, 
ad it was commonly Four or Five in the Morning, 
before he could prevail on himſelf to leave me. 
Tre Time of our Departure being come, he ac- 
companied us on Horſeback to Wiltſhire ; and after 
having obtained my Aunt's Leave, viſited me at 
Home with the ſame Aſſiduity he had done at the 
Bath. ----- For the ſpace of a Month, I would not 
have changed my Condition with the firſt Princeſs 
of the Royal Blood: I thought myſelf ſecure of 
the Affections of the only Man in the World I look- 
ed on as worthy of a Paſſion ſo ſincere and violent 
as mine, and one who, though I could not live in 
Grandeur with, I believed had a Competencyto maintain 
us in a handſome Manner. My Aunt, having had 
ſeveral Conferences with him concerning Settlements 
and Jointure, approved of all he faid, and countenan- 
ced our Affections, which ſeemed to wait a Conſum- 
mation only for a Gentleman, a diſtant Relation of 
her's, who was a Lawyer, and was every Day ex- 
pected to come down and drawn the Writings. At 
o_ he : capt * bad ſome Talk with 2 
on the Affair, and the next Evening was appoint 
for ſigning the Deeds. Wet 
. HiTuyEeRTo the Weakneſs of my inconſiderate 
Paſſion, for a Man I had fo little Knowledge of, was 
excus'd by the Appearance of the greateſt Honour 
and Sincerity on his my but now comes the mw. 
| 5 rt 
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Part of his Character! Now, now the Diſguiſe of 

an Angel is thrown off for ever, and all the Fiend in 
naked Vileneſs is d. to view ! --- The Morning 
of that Day, which I expected was to have made 
him, in every Thing but the Ceremony of the Church, 
forever mine, inſtead of coming, as was his Cyſtom 
every Morning, to give me the Bonjour, by the 
Hands of a Country Fellow, who lived in a Cottage 
hard by, I receiv'd a Letter from him.---- _ 

THe firſt Sight of the Superſcription, for I was 
perfectly acquainted with the Character, immediately 
told me who it came from, ---- The ſending a Let- 
ter, when I expected himſelf, and the odd Manner 
in which it was brought, (having a Servant ot his 
own, who, if any Accident had occaſioned his Wri- 
ting, one would think, ſhould have been the moſt 
proper Meſſenger,) alarm'd my trembling Heart with 

Apprehenſions which till that Moment I was a Stran- 
ger to; ---- A thouſand various Conjectures, all ſhock- 
ga all confounding, ran in a Moment through m 


iddy Brain, and 1o diſabled all my Faculties, that 
had ſcarce mg” or Reſolution to open it. But 
when 1 did, I found the cruel Certainty of my un- 


Wor 


To the moſt Excellent of her Sex, the 
never-too-much Ador'd EUrHENIA, 


1 HAVE for ſome Days paſt, my forever - lov d, fer- 
Jerer-ador d Euphemia! been endeavouring to re- 
weal a cruel Secret, which to have hid from you, 
would hate render d me more guilty in reality, than 1 
ſhall appear in the diſcloſing it; but it was not in my 
Power, while looking on you, to tell you I muſt not look 
on you no more: Tet ſuch is the ſad Neceſſity of 
Fate .] muſt tear myſelf for ever from you, muſt 
reſolve to gaze no more on your enchanting Eyes! ---- 
u more muſt liſten to your heavenly Accents ! 10 
Kell | | more 


ov og Shame, his cold Perfidi {s, in theſe 
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more muſt be bleſs'd with the tranſporting Proofs of | Love, 

e, for a Ii who has it not in 5 29 to 
deſerve the thouſand thouſand Part of that Profuſon 


o'erpowering Foy your Goodneſs has ſo laviſhly ſhow- 
er'd on me. Yes, Divine Creature! I muſt be curſt 


in an eternal Abſence; or by ſlaying, and putting myſelf 
in poſſeſſion of that Bliſs your Extravagancy of Mercy 
has made me i 


hope, make yous 4 Sharer in Misfortunes 
pI I tremble but to 45 257 2 let 2 — 
in the ſevereſt Tor ments, or worſt Miſery 0 
Life, . A in tedious Woe, and everlaſting 8075 r, 
than be guilty of a Crime ta her whom more than my 
Soul I love, and next to Heaven adore ! - Oh! I'm 
on the Rack while writing this! How was it poſſible 
I ſhould ſpeak it then ? ----- Pardon me | pity me! tis 
all I ask for the extremeſt Proof of Love a breakm 
bleeding Heart e er gave !---- Farewell ! ---- The Tem- 
peſt in my Mind rages with a Violence too fierce to per- 
mit me to add more I will not even wiſh you ſhould 
remember me, left it might prevent your giving your- 
ſelf to ſome happier Man, though none can ever love 
you with greater Purity, and Zealous Paſſion, than him 
who would have hazarded every Zhou but your Peace 
of Mind and Felicity, to have 


Eternally Yours, 
 BELLAMANT, 


War became of me at reading this 1 
Fpiſtle, you may judge, by what I have told you o 
the Violence of my Paſſion for this pertidious Ingrate. 
The Grief, the Shame, the Indignation, at being uſed in 
ſuch a manner, were of themſelves ſufficient; to have 
broke the Strings ofa Heart more inur'd to Misfortunes, 
and better fortity'd with Preſence of Mind, than mine: 
But to thoſe other Paſſions I had Deſpair, and an un- 
vanquiſhabie Tenderneſs to ſtruggle with: I knew 
not whether I was come to the Concluſion; be- 
fore I fell down in a Swoon, in which I remain d til 
| * my 
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my Aunt, being told a Letter had been brought me; 
came to my Chamber to learn the Contents, and 
found me on the Floor with the fatal Paper open in 
my Hand. - -- She called her Women immediately to 
raiſe me, while ſhe went aſide to examine what had 
occaſioned the Condition ſhe ſaw me in. ---- 
BEING with much-ado brought to myſelf, ſhe 
uſed all imaginable Means for my Conſolation ; but 
my diſtracted Brain ſtill running on Bellamant, -—--I 
rav'd inceſſantly on his Name, entreating he might be 
ſent for, that I might, at leaſt, have the Satisfaction 


of upbraiding him. That is what I would have 


done for you, (ſaid my Aunt;) but, alas! he is gone 
too far from any Thi overtake, unleſs it be the 
Curſes his Ingratitude to you has drawn upon him. 
How ! (interrupted I, wildly,) is then the Traytor 
gone? --- He is, (reſumed ſhe:) On the firſt Diſcovery 
of what had thrown you in theſe Agonies, I ſent to 
the Houfe he lodg'd in, and by the People of it was 
inform'd, that he took Horſe laſt Night, after having 


left that Letter, with a ſtrict Charge, that they 


ſhould ſend it by ſcmebody they could truſt, to de- 
liver it into your own Hand this Morning. 
Txr1s Aggravation of my Sorrows, threw me 
again into the Condition from which I had fo hard- 
ly been recover'd, that my Aunt for ſome Time had 
imagined my Soul had entirely taken leave of my Bo- 
dy. I continued in theſe Swoonings the whole Day, 
and in the cloſe of it fell into fo violent a Fever, that 
in leſs than a Week my Life was deſpair'd of by 
the Phyſicians, whom my Aunt, in the beginning of 
my Illneſs, had fent Poſt-Horſes to fetch, ſerup ing 
no Expence nor Care for my Recovery. But it 
pleaſed Heaven, contrary to all their Hopes, when 


my Diſtemper was at the worſt, to give a ſudden 
Check to it. I fell into a Sleep, which by the 
Standers-by was believ'd to be my laſt, and waked 
confiderably amended. By degrees the Violence of 
the Fever abated, and I was ſoon reſtor'd to that bo- 
dily Health I enjoyed before; but never, never — 
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hope to recover the Diſorders of my Mind: --- They, 
like a Vulture, upon me ſtill, and will do ſo 
while Life ſhall laft, ---- | 
A cons1DERABLE Augmentation of them I re- 
ceiv'd, when, being no ſooner able to walk about my 
Chamber, than my dear Aunt fell ill. Whether it were 
that the Diſcaſe I had labour'd under had any Thing 
of Malignity in it, or that it was owing to her great 
Concern for me, I know not; but ſhe was ſeized 
with the very ſame Symptoms I had complained of: 
And being of too great an Age to ſtruggle with this 
powerful Enemy: of Nature, yielded to its Force, and. 
expired in a tew Days. ---- In the very Pangs of her - 
Death, her Tenderneſs for me continued; ſhe made 
| her Will, and to compenſate as much as poſſible for 
the Severity of Fortune in my il|-requited Love, be- 
queathed me her whole Eſtate, having, as you know, 
no Children of her own. | 
I am now Miſtreſs of two thouſand Pounds a 
Year, beſides a conſiderable Sum of ready Money; 
but how little is it in the Power of Riches to buy 
Content? - All her Goodneſs has done for me, ſerves 
only to make me a more glorious Wretch, ----- My 
Grief for the Loſs of ſo dear a Relation, and one 
who, but for the Contagion of my ill Fate, might 
probably have lived ſome Years, was for a Time 
itable to the Cauſe : But that fatal Paſſion which, 
from the firſt Sight of the ungrateful Bellamant, had 
taken Poſſeſſion of my Soul, would ſuffer no other 
to be of any long Continuance, --- a 
AGAIN, the Idea of his Charms returned with 
its full Force, and melted me to Wiſhes too fhame- 
fully tender for me to think on without Bluſhes: 
Again, the Remembrance of his Falſhood, and ama- 
zing Baſeneſs, worked my aching Brain almoſt to 
Madneſs :---- I hated, and yet loved; my divided Soul 
was torn with Anguiſh inexpreſſible ! inſuppartable ! 
till unable to endure the cruel Conflict of ſuch diffe- 
rent Paſſions, I reſolved never to reſt till I had found 
him, and, if poſſible, 9 
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his Behaviour, and by the Prevalence of what ſecret 


Motive he could be induced ſo barbarouſly to quit a 
Woman he had {worn to love, and who, before 
this late, unhoped Addition of .Fortune, was every 
way his Equal.---- The firſt Part of my Wiſh I have 
already ſucceeded in, and hope alſo to accompliſh the 
reſt, if Alinda is pleas d to grant me the Continuance 


of that Friendſhip ſhe ſo generouſly has profeſſed. 


Hens the ſorrowful Euphemia finiſhed her little 


Hiſtory. and Alinda, after having condoled her Miſ- 


fortune of loſing the Man ſhe was ſo paſſionately en- 


amour d of, entreate& her to acquaint her by what 
Means ſhe could be capable of ſerving hers aſſuring 
her, with a great many obliging Expreſlions, that 
there was nothing in her Power, which ſhe would 
not, with the utmoſt Readineſs, comply with, either 
for her Satisfaction or Revenge. The, firſt Thin 

(anſwer'd the other,) and perhaps, the hardeſt I ſh 

ask, is what you have already promis d, To baniſh 
the faithleſs Bellamant from your Preſence. That 
you may depend (reſum'd Alinda) I would do for m 


own fake; nor can my Couſin, I hope, harbour ſo 


mean an Opinion of me, as to imagine I would con- 
tinue to entertain him, after knowing he has been 
falſe to a Woman, who has a thouſand times my Me- 
Tit. ---- You may be aſſured, that were Euphe mia 
not my Friend, Self- preſervation would be ſufficient 


to prevent me from being her Rival : Therefore in- 


fiſt no more on that Point, but if you would oblige 
me, command ſomething which may, give me an 
Opportunity of teſtifying how dear your Intereſt is 
to me. There remains no more (anſwered Euphe- 
mia) than that you will, by the Means of ſome Per- 
{on who may not be ſuſpetted, make an Enquiry into 
his Affairs; I would be acquainted, if poſſible, with 
the very Depth of his Circumſtances ; for you muſt 
know, that ſince I heard he made Pretenſions to you, 


J have hope to find him leſs a Villain than I believ'd. --- 
How is likely? (interrupted Alinda, à little 77 
$14 | priſe 
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priſed at theſe Words: ) In my Opinion, to addreſs ano- 


a 


ther Woman, after having ſo ſolemnly and ſo publickly . 


avow'd himſelf your Lover, is the very laſt Degree of 


Infidelity and Baſeneſs. --— It is, indeed, (reſumed the 
other, with a deep Sigh,) far different from that open 
Sincerity and Honour he uſed to ſay was his greateſt 
Plea for Favour : But when we have cauſe to think a 
Perſon guilty of the moſt abhorr'd Crime in Nature, 
to find ĩt leſs than ve at firſt believ'd, makes it appear 
leſs than in reality it is. | 
coup think of nothing which could occaſion 
his quitting me juſt at that JunEture, when I was to 
have been niade his for ever, but that he was alread 
married ; and finding I had Friends of more Intere 
than perhaps at firſt Acquaintance with him he had 
imagined, durſt neither proceed further, nor confeſs 
the Truth; and therefore by that Anigmatical Way 
of Writing, left me at liberty to form what uncer- 
tain Conjectures I pleas'd : ---- But to hear that here in 
Town, a place, where doubtleſs he is known, he 
has endeavour'd to obtain you in Marriage, convinces 
me, it was not a Pre-engagement which\depriv'd me 
of him. Would it then (cried Alinda) be any Mitiga- 
tion to your Griefs, to be aſſured, it was from no 
other Motive than Diſguſt, he left you? | 
EUPHEMIA, though very far from that Vani- 
ty by which too many of her Sex are {way'd, could 
not help N extremely at this Expreſſion: To 
become an Object of Diſiike to the Man, whoſe Ado- 
ration once we were, is what no Woman can ſupport 
with Patience, and being of a Temper the moſt open 
and ſincere that could be, I know not ( ſaid ſbe) if 
it would lefſen my Grief, but am certain, when I 
conſult my Heart, it would very much add to m 
gnatios, Which in time, perhaps, would enab 
me to overcome the other leſs excuſable Paſſion. I 
cannot acquieſce with you in this, (reſam'd Alindaz) I 
think, that though either way you have ſufficient 
Cauſefor Indignation, the firſt Opinion you had of him 
Ater the Letter, gave you the mol jultabe Til to 
n—_—ss 
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it becauſe, had that Conjecture been true, he had 
been guilty of a Sin, for which our Laws have de- 
creed a Puniſhment as ſevere as for Murder; whereas 
the other proceeds only from the Fault of Nature, 
an inborn Inconſtancy and Ingratitude, which all Men, 
more or leſs, have ſome Share of.---- I am not argu- 
ing (anſwer d the other, ſomewhat peviſhly,) which of 
theſe two would be the greater Sin againſt Heaven, 
or our Laws, but that which is fo againſt myſel, 
Tur Diſpute between theſe Ladies * laſted a 
pretty while ; but Alinda's better Reaſons in the end 
'd; and they broke off the Converſation, that 
ſhe might retire to her Cloſet to prepare a Letter, 
which was to diſcard Bellamant for ever.---- As ſoon 
as ſhe had finiſh'd it, ſhereturn'd to Euphemia, to have 
her Approbation of what ſhe had written, before ſhe 
ſent it. She uſed but little Formality in her Denial, 
taking more Care that it ſhould a you abſolute, than 
purer rus) The Words were as follows :; 


Ps 


To BELLAMANT, 


SIR, 
AM. I did not, before now, an End to the 
I ub it have given yourſelf Jr | frovens Ad- 
dreſſes to me, but ſend this, to intreat you will deſiſt 
eating me; for, having reſolved to give myſelf to ano- 
ther, it may create an Uneaſmeſs in him, whom I would 
wiſh only to be made happy. -I own your Merits, but 
know there is no account to be given for Inclination ; 
which not being in your Favour, I hope you will take 


this as a final Anſwer from i 


. ALIN PDA. 


NEVER Woman gave a greater Proof of her Friend - 


ſhip to another, than ſhe did in diſcarding Bellamant; 


for though her Mind has been very much divided be- 
tween two, as ſhe thought, of equal Merit, 14 
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found a Charm in Bellamam's Converſation, which 
made it not altogether ſo eaſy, as ſhe pretended,” to 
part with him: However, it was not to her Diſad- 
vantage; for perhaps it never would have been in her 
power to have made her Choice, if this Diſcovery of 
his Engagement with Euphemia had ngt happen d to 
turn the Ballance wholly on the Side of Elimorr. 

Bur to return: Euphemia was extremely fatisfy'd 
with what her obliging Couſin had writ, and it was 
ſent away immediately; but very much tail'd of the 
Effects they imagin'd it' would have on the Heart of 
him wh@receiv'd it; for tho? he was, for ſome Rea- 
ſons, which ſhall hereafter be related, a little vex d at 
the Diſappointment, he had others which prevented 
him from repining much at her want of that Af- 
fection he had flatter d himſelf with the Belief that 
Lady had for him, | N 38 

ALIND A vas no leſs diligent in the Performance” 
of her other Promiſe, than ſhe had been in this: She 
engagd a Perſon, very well qualify'd for ſuch an Un- 
dertaking, to make a diligent Enquiry into the Cir- 
cumſtances of Bellamant ; and in a few Days he 
brought them Intelligence, that Gentleman was far 
trom being what he was generally believ'd ; that his 
Eſtate was too deeply mortgag'd for him ever to re- 
deem it ; and 2 was alſo involv'd in other Debts; 


_ put together, would amount to a very large 
um | , 


THESE Tidings abated Part of the Indigna - 
tion Euphemia — againſt him: — 
e 
making her P 
the Match with her; and tho“ her Womaniſh Pride 
would not ſuffer her to forgive his ing his Ad- 


trefleselſewhere, yet ſhe thought of him with a Coni- 


paſſion which wanted not much of that Tenderneſs 
with which ſhe had formerly regarded him. Theſe 
favourable Sentiments were very much heighten'd in 
her, when the fame Perſon who had brought the for- 


mer Account, came with a ſecond, more * 
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than the other ; it was, that the Creditors of Bells: 
mant, who, it ſeems, had delay'd giving him Trouble, 
only on being told he was to be marry'd to a great 
Fortune, hearing the Affair was at an End, had thrown 
into Priſon, - whence, it was believ'd, he never 
would return, 

Now, was Euphemia convinc d, it was not through 
Diſlike he quitted her; and the extreme Paſſion 
ever had for him, having Pity added to it, o'erflow'd 
her whole Soul with ſuch a Tenderneſs, that tis to be 
doubted if ever ſhe lov'd him ſo well as in this Eb» 
of Fortune, rejoicing it was in her Power to. redeem 
him from the Calamities he labour d under. She ſent 
immediately to raiſe the Sum for which he was con- 
ſin d, reſolving to ſet him free; but at the ſame 
time reſolv d alſo to prove how much he merited that 
Tenderneſs ; ſhe form'd a Scheme which muſt in- 
fullibly let ber into the Secrers of his Hear, 

THz Moment ſhe receiv'd the Money, ſhe ſent to 
| procure the Freedom of her beloved Bellamant, pa pe 

off all the Demands that were made on him bo 
his Creditors and the Priſon-Keepers. The Pede 
who was entruſted in the Affair, being d not 
to appear before Bellamant, he had no notice of what 
was done for him, till the Gaoler told him he was at 
* e that all his . were entirely clear d; 

— - repeat many Times, and 
confirm the Truth of what be Gi ſaid by Oaths, before 
that unhappy Gentleman could believe he was in 
earneſt; nor, till he faw himſelf without the Priſon- 
Walls, could ke think his Deliverance was real: 
But when he found he was indeed free to diſpoſe of 
himſelf as he pleas'd, tis difficult to determine whe- 
ther his Joy at being ſo, or Amazement from what 

Hand fo unex a Relief was given, had the molt 
Share in his Soul. ----- It was Night when he was 

diſcharg'd, and too late to go any where but to his 


to recover the Fati and Diſorder which he 
— uſed in hs te Lodging but intended to go in 


to all thoſe of riends who he thought 
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had either the Will or the Ability to do ſo generous 
an Action. —-He was, in ſpite of his Misfortunes, of 
2 Nature too noble to endure the Weight of ſuch an 
Obligation, without knowing to whom he was in- 
debted for it:---- He was as uneaſy ta expreſs his Gra- 
titude, as ſome, after doing ſuch an Action, would 
have been till they receiv'd the Retributions due to it; 
2nd it was the Thoughts by which Means he ſhould 
arrive at the Knowledge of his Benefactor, which 
kept him from enjoying that Repoſe which other- 
wiſe he might have taken, and rouz'd him from his 


+ Bed much earlier than he had ever been accuſtom'd. 


He was dreſs d, and juſt going out, when at the Door 
he met Ellmour, who, after accoſting him with the 
uſual Civilities of the Morning, told him, he had a 
Word or two of Conſequence to fay to him, and de- 
fird he would walk a little Way from the Houſe. 
Bellamant was of too complaiſant a Diſpoſition to 
refuſe a Requeſt of this kind, tho' made him by his 
Rival, and one who he knew had, ſince his Acquain- 
tance with Alinda, both envy'd and hated him. 
When they had walk'd a few 'Paces, Bellamant ans 
be) notwithſtanding that Animolity which muſt of 
Neceſſity ariſe from Competitorſhip in Love, I was 
unfeignedly concern'd for your late Misfortune, and 

have rejoiced to hear you were deliver'd from 
it oy any other Means than thoſe you are. - But as 
1222 Condition is as far above my Hopes, as 
that from which you are freed is below my Fears, you 
muſt not think to triumph over me in all: Tho' you 
have got the better of me in Love, you ſhall not in 
Revenge, at leaſt we'll try who moſt delerves Alin- 
da's Favour. 

Tux Hebrew Language to an Ideot could not be 
leſs eight: than were theſe Words to Bellamant; 
and expreſſing his Ignorance of what he meant, by 
Queries commonly made uſe of when one cannot 
comprehend the Senſe of what is ſpoke, the other 


imagin'd he was ſtudying for an Evaſion to put him 
off. — It is by ſuch Artifices as theſe, (cn be, 
f Ferceq 
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fercely,) that you have ſupplanted my Intereſt with 
g's but 2L He was oy on, 128 Bellamant, 
ſurpris:d more than before, interrupted him, ſa ying, 
Hold, Ellmour, either you come to trifle with me in 
the Manner you accuſe me of, or ſomebody has miſin- 
form d you. I doubted not but you weie the happy 
Man for whoſe fake I was diſcarded. Tis falſe, (e- 
ſum d the other, half-choak'd with riſing Paſſion.) you are 
not diſcarded ; I am ſufficiently convinc'd that was but 
a Fallacy, to amuſe the World.--- No Woman would 
for a Man ſhe had not thought of marrying, disburſe 
a Sum ſuch as ſhe paid for you: And to leave you 
no room for a Denial of this Truth. know, that 
at the Time of your Enlargement, which was about 
Eleven laſt Night, myſelf was in the Priſon viſiting 
an unhappy Friend, and ſaw the Perſon who was 
ſent to diſcharge you; which being a Fellow I have 
often ſeen at Alimda's, and whom I know ſhe em- 
ploys on ſeveral Occaſions, immediately inform'd 
- ah no-other than that Lady you were 
Is it poſſible! d the aſftoniſh'd Bellamant, now 
half believing the 9225 of what he ſaid,) am I then 
o dear to the excellent Alinda! As dear to her, (an- 
ſwer'd Ellmour,) as thou art the contrary to me, — 
therefore delay no longer the Satisfaction I have vow'd 
to take, but follow me this Moment, or I will write 
thee Coward on every Poſt in Town. ----- He turn'd 
away in ſpeaking theſe Words ; and the other muſt 
indeed have been thought to have deſery'd that Name, 
ſo deteſtable to all Men of Spirit, if he had refus'd to 
follow him: Severe Prevalence of Cuſtom, which 
leaves no Medium between the Extremes of Shame, 
or Guilt! ---- A Demand of this Nature renders the 
Man, who not immediately anſwers it, liable to the 
moſt opprobrious Inſults; and if he does, to the Pu- 
niſnment the Law inflicts on Dueliſts. 
Tus furious Ellmour went directly to a Field fa- 
mous for * * 4 ene private Quarrels; and Bel- 
lamant, at his laſt Words equally enraged, was not 
. | | many 
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many Paces behind him. Both their Swords were in 
2 Moment out; but before either of them had Time 
to make uſe of them, their Arms were on a ſudden 
arreſted by four or five Men, who from a Covert 
ruſh'd out upon them. Bellamant, who had engag'd 
to fight only in Point of Honour, had no Reaſon to 
be concern d at the Diſappointment; but Ellmour was 
outrageous at it, not doubting but himſeif had been 
the Occaſion of this Delay of that Revenge, by not 
writing to Alinda; which, however, he reſoly'd to 
take ſome other Time. | 

AFTER having ſeen that Perſon in the Priſon, and 
heard in what Manner Bellamant had been deliver'd, 
he imagin'd himſelf as much afſur'd it was done by 
the Command of Alinda, as if he had ſeen herſelf there 
in Perſon ; and full of the moſt violent Emotions ot 
deſpairing Love, he reſoly'd either to loſe his own, or 
have the Life of his ſuppos d more fortunate Rival. --- 
Reſt was a Stranger to his Eyes that Night ;--- he went 
not to Bed, but with the utmoſt Impatience watch'd 


the Dang of that Morn, which promis'd him ei- 


ther a Period of his Misfortunes by his own Death, 
2 full Revenge for them, by that of the hated Bel- 
Ant. —— | 

Tut much-expected Hour being at length arriy'd, 
as he was going out to proſecute his Intentions, he 
bethought Pim (ei, that if it ſhould be his Fortune to 

fall by the Sword of his Antagoniſt, he ſhould not die 
in Peace, lofing the Opportunity of complaining to 
Alinda of the Cruelty and Injuſtice, wherewith he 
ht himſelf treated by her.. To that End, there- 


fore, he turn'd back into his Chamber, and writ to 


to her in this Manner : 


To the Cruel A LIN p A. 


. 
Scorn to ſend me from the World, I go to ve- 


— 


ceive a Paſſport from the Hand of: my too happy _— 


K 
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In War, 4s in Love, he will have all manner of Al. 
wantages over me. --- Enliven d with the tranſporting 
Aſſurances you have given him of newarded Tendernef,, 
_ your Favour, like a guardian Angel, will hover round 
bis Heart, and ſhield it from my enervate Rage; - 
whilſt I, preſs'd down by my Deſpair, can only prove 1 
merited not by Cowardice the Fate I have met: 
Perhaps, before Noon, you will hear the unhappy El- 
mour is 70 . — I will — your Pig fo 

" Misfortumes ; for ever thought me worthy of it, 
you would not with a Cruelty have inflicted = = 
You would not, O too unjuſt Alinda! ſo often, by 4 
ſeeming Kindneſs, have rais'd me to the higheſt Hopes, 
| _ make my ar the _ terrible to be born. 
| mant appear'd more deſerving m Eyes, 

4 ancy 132 of Affection wolf wor 2 leaf 
to have been fairly dealt with: I blame you not 
preferring him, ih a Bankrupt in ev'ry Thing but 
your Tenderneſs ; but the Deceit with which you have 
ſo long beguiled my too-believing Soul, is what I do not 
"think you can, on cool Reflettion, ever forgive - 


or believe, your Happineſs is the firſt m the 


N 
| 7 ErtMour, 
p. S. This Moment carries me to triumphant 
Nual: If the Juſtice 7 my Cauſe weigh down 
the Fortune of his, and by my Sword he falls, 
condemn only your own Miſmanagement, which intereſts 
Heaven on the Side of the injur d Ellmour. 


Taz Surpriſe and Vexation Alinda was in at the 
of this Letter, is not to be expreſs'd : She ran 
immediately to Euphemia's Chamber, and giving it to 
her to read, made 


-_ 


niſhment 


„ who, living or | can never be but | 


an equal Sharer in the ſame Aſto- 
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from flying on Bellamant. --- parted them with 
much Dif 


— 
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niſnment and Fright. --- Alinda, who had really a great 
R for — — 1. — at _ 
Deſpair, and the Ap s of what it drove hi 
to: But Exphemia, whoſe very Soul was 1n Bellamant, 
was like one diſtracted. 7 | 
Some Moments were waſted in fruitleſs Exclama» 
tions; but Almda, whole Thoughts were more calm, 
reminded her they had no Time to loſe; that while 
they were venting unavailing Complaints, both their 
__ might periſh by the miſtaken Fury of each 
ot er | | | 
TRE Perſon, therefore, Vo was ſent to diſc 
Beilamant from Priſon, happening to be in the Hou 
he was immediately diſpatch'd, with a ſtrict C 
to get as many of hisFriends as he couid conveniently 
call on without Loſs of Time, and go with them to 
- ou where Bellamant liv'd, and watch his coming 
— Seen 
: Nantes . as 
four or five x; you Acquaintance, ſtood 4 4 kitle Diſ- 
tance from the Houſe, but near enough to obſerve all 
that paſs d. They ſaw the Rivals meet, perceiv d 
they talk d together, and follow d them to Place 
agreed on to decide the Controverſy ; taking the Ad- 
vantage of a Row of Trees, which ſerv'd them as a 
Skreen'from the Notice of thoſe they follow'd, ſtill 


keeping on the contrary. Side till they found their Pre- 


ſence needful ; then, all at once, ruſh'd out upon them, 
in the Manner already repreſentc en. 
in d Diſappointment of his 
more Vexation, than 


Scarce did the i 
Love give the enrag'd 
this of his intended V ce.: Deſpair had made 
him fo regardleſs of all Conſiderations, that he 
matter'd not what became of himſelf, if he might but 
reach the Life of him who, he believ'd, had ruin d 
him with Almda; and the Perſons vho gave this ſea- 
ſonable Interruption, were oblig'd to keep him by Force 


culty, ſome of them in a manner forc d Al- 
| | mour 


192 The SurxvrIsE: Or, 
mou to leave the Place, while the reſt attended Bella: 
mant home to his Lodging. g 
Ix was not till Aer Ellmony was entirely out of 
Sight, that the Perſon who had manag d this Affair ap- 
d, being order d to the contrary by the Ladies, not 
— but if he were ſcen by that Gentleman, it 
would very much encreaſe his Fury: But as ſoon as 
he came to his Lodgings, he ſet himſelf to perform 
the other Part of his Ta k, which was given him be- 
fore there ſeem d any Cauſe for employing him in this, 
3 the Reaſon for which he was ſent for by 
Ir was to tell Bellamant, that he was oblig' d for 
his Relief to a Lady who had ſeen him but by 
chance, and had never ſpoke to him; but, charm'd 
with the Beauties of his Perſon, had endeavour'd to 
make an Ar his Circumſtances, and by that 
Means came to be told how unfortunate they were. 
Tus threw Bellamant again into his former Per- 
lexity; he was almoſt convinc d by the Words and 
Rchar iour of Elimorr, that it was to Almda he had 
ow'd that Obligation, and had been brought to be- 
lieve, that it was only to make tryal of - his Faith, or 
ſome other Whim, that had induced her to write to 
aim in the Manner ſhe had done; nor could he yet 
aſſure himſelf it was not ſo, till putting the Matter 
bome to this Intelligencer, and repeating to him what 
-Elhnour had told him, and the Occaſion of his Re- 
- Zentment to him, the other aſſur d him by many Oaths, 
as he very truly _— that it was to a Woman vaſtly 
different in Form, Humour, and Fortune, from Alinda, 
e was indebted for the late Favour he had re- 
cal - | | 
ALIND A (ſaid he) is vaſtly tall; the other is of a 
middle Stature: Alinda has, indeed, a Fortune which 
might enable her to have conferr'd this Obligation on 
=_ had ſhe been fo diſpos d; but the other has an 
Eſtate of more than three Times as much. He then 
-proceeded to inform him for what Reaſon the Jealouſy 
beet | | quently 


SSEEEQDORRAASO 2 =o 


N © R.<— WO TTS9 oa oc rm . 


Fr 


13 


rr 


Cunſtancy rewarded. 193 
quently had done Buſineſs for Alinda, but that he 
was 5 employ d by many other Ladies beſide her. 

Bur, continu d he, I need give myſelf no farther 
Trouble to confute this miſtaken Opinion; the Lady 
to whom you are ſo much oblig'd, is deſirous of re- 
ceiving your Thanks this Evening in St. Zames's-Park ; 
the rw. 4 unfrequented Walk in it being that * Roſa- 
mond's Pond, you will find her there: She deſigns to 
come mask'd, but the Sign ſhall be a white Handker- 
chief in her Hand ; which, as you come near, ſhe will 
kt fall, to give pou an Occaſion of taking it up, and 
accoſting her. I doubt not but when you meet, you 
will be more effectually convinc'd, than all I can ay 
will have the Power to make you. | 

'Tis eaſy to believe Bellamant receiv'd the Aſſu- 
rance of an Eclairciſſement of ſo myſterious an Ad- 
venture with no ſmall Satisfaction; and begging Par- 
don for inſiſting ſo much on the Truth of what the 
miſtaken Jealouſy of Ellmour had fi to him, 
aſſur d his Informer, he would not to be at the 
Place at the Time appointed; and entreated alſo, that 
if he acquainted the Lady with his Unbelief, he would 
aſo make her ſenſible of the ſeeming Reaſons he had 
7 which the other faithfully promiſing, took 

\; 

Never did the Hours move fo heavily away, as 
thoſe of Bellamant's did, till the obliging Dial told him 
it was Six. ---- Then, with the Wings of impatient 
Curioſity, which are ſometimes, in both Sexes, more 
ſwitt thoſe of Love, he flew to the Rendex vous; 
2 had gas . 8 two before 

nctual appear d: The Si being given, 
he took it up, and with an Air, which at — 2 
preſs'd ntry and Humility, preſenting it to her; 
Madam, (ad he, ) how fortunate got do you 
this little Service, which, if no ill Planet intervenes 
to thwart my more benignant ones, may be an Iutro- 
duction to ſome of greater Conſequence. TIF. 

BELL AMANT (anſwer'd ſhe) is fo accuſtom d 
to ſay fine Things, that I wonder not he has them at 

Vor. III. K command 
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command for a Woman, who, 'tis probable, he may 
believe expects them from him. Iam much miſtaken, 
Madam, (reſum'd he,) if the Divine Perſon I am 
novy talking to, has not a Right to expect every Thing 
.. hom Bellamant. It is to your Goodneſs I owe 
much more than my Life; but as I have nothing elſe 
do offer, I beg you will diſpoſe of that, ---If I ſhould 
be of a Humour fo take you at your Word, (inter- 

rupted ſhe, haſtily,) I am afraid you would very much 

repent your Complaiſance. Far from it, (rejoin'd he;) 

nor is It more than Juſtice for me to offer you what 

is your own: Your Goodneſs has redeem'd me from 

a worſe than Turkiſh Slavery; and I am now your 
Property, Part of your Fortune, to be diſpoſed of as 

you ſhall think mot fit. Haſte then, (continu'd he, 

with a low Bow,) my charming Miſtreſs, to employ 

my Zeal; you ſhould not find a Task ſo difficult, I 

would not be proud to obey. Suppoſe (reply'd the 

Lady) I ſhould enjoin you one, the Offices of which 

would be as laſting as your Life, --- with what Zeal, 

with what Pleaſufe, would you obey a Command ſo 

rigorous ? --- But to ſet Raillery apart, (continu'd ſhe, 

in a more ſerious Accent, ) could you, on my Recom- 
mendation, venture to marry a Woman whom you 

have never ſeen, and have no other Security than my 

Word, that ſhe is not di le, old, ill- natur d, 

vain, proud, and has all the ill Qualities that can ren- 

der a Perſon of our Sex odious to - If ſhe has 

half your Goodneſs, (cry d he, in a em Rapture, 

it will be ſufficient Compenſation for the Want of all 

other Charms; and I cannot believe that you, ſo emi- 

nently ſtored with it yourſelf, and from whom have 

receiv'd ſuch unmerited Favours, would impoſe any 

Thing on me, which would not be an Addition to 

the Happineſs you have already conferr d. Well then, 


| . ſhe,) I will not keep you long in Suſpence, 
at your Lodgi 


as cc. eee 


Lodging to-morrow about this Hour, and 

I will ſend a Meſſenger, who ſhall conduct you to the 
Lady I have made choice of for you L In the mean 

time, if you would preſerve the good Opinion I * 
. : 7 1. » # « s y 0 
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of you, endeavour not at an 1 771 which would 
be unavailing to you, and entirely diſoblige me; which 
Bellamant having aſſur d her he would not do, ſhe took 
her Leave. ie 

I BELIEVE I may ſpare myſelf the Pains of telling 
my Reader, that this Lady was no other than Euphe- 
mia, who, burning with Impatience to ſee her dear 
Bellamant, (now halt reſtor'd to her former good Opi- 
nion,) had taken theſe Meaſures: Neither have I oc- 
caſion to endeavour at a Repreſentation of thoſe Emo- 
tions both felt in N of what the appointed 
Hour ſhould bring forth; which being arrived, the 
Meſſenger, who had all along been employ'd in the 
Management of this Buſineſs, and who had acquitted 
himſelf fo well in the Truſt repoſed in him, came to 
the Lodgings of Bellamant, to perform the laſt Part 
of it; and finding him ready, conducted him toa very 
large and magnificently furniſh'd Houſe : ---- Several 
Footmen, in rich Liveries, attended in the Hall; and 
every Thing had the Appearance rather of the Palace 
of a Dutcheſs, than the Appartment of a private Gen- 
tlewoman, After having ſhewn him up Stairs into a 
fine Dining-Room, he took his Leave, telling him the 
2 of the Dwelling would wait on him imme- 


BELLAMANT had ſcarce Time to think whi- 
ther the Owner of this ſtately Houſe was the Lady to 
whom he ow'd his Liberty, or that which he had 
promis d to reſign it to, or if they were not both one, 
when he perceiv d the Lady who he had entertain'd 
in the Park, come toward him. She was mask d, as 
before; but by her Air and Stature, he knew her to 
be the ame,  _ s 

I wiLL not go about to apologize ( /aid ſhe) for 
concealing my Face ; I have Reaſons tor it, which, 
when you are acquainted with, I know you will for- 
give In the mean time, I entreat you will be ſeated, 

I have that to ſay, which will require your utmoſt 
Attention. You muſt therefore lay aſide all your 


. 
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to the Demand I have to make you, with the ſame 


Sincerity as you would Heaven, at yourlateſt Hour. 
SKE pronounc'd theſe Words in'an Accent ſo v 
grave, as gave a ſenſible Alarm to the Perſon they were 
addreſs d to; but it was infinitely increas'd, when after 

he had bound himſelf by Oath to conceal nothing ſhe 
deſir d to know, -I cannot doubt, (ſaid ſhe,) but 
you are ſufficiently acquainted with the World, to be 
aſſur d, ſuch Actions as you have found from me, 
proceed only from Love, ---- You-are certainly con- 
_ vinc'd, that to make your Happineſs, is the Way to 
compleat my own; but the uncommon Means I am 
about to offer, will, perhaps, oblige you to confeſs my 
Paſſion elevated to a Height you before had not the 
leaſt Notion of. Your Compliance to eſpouſe a Wo- 
man you had never ſeen, I take as the Effect of Gra- 
titude, and am well pleas'd to find that Quality 
in the Man I love; but to prove with what a diſinte. 
reſted Affection I regard you, I this Moment diſcharge 
you from the Promiſe I yeſterday exacted from you, 
and will not be oblig'd for a Return of Love, to any 
Motive but Love; which ſince impoſſible you ſhould 
feel for a Woman, to whoſe Face and Humour you 
are utterly a Stranger, I beg to know if you ae en- 
tirely free from Prepoſſeſſion, and at liberty to receive 
the Impreſſion I would wiſh to inſpire. Here ſhe 
ccas d; and Bellamant, all Confuſion and Amazement, 
had not immediately the Power of replying, any 
- otherwiſe than by a deep Sigh ; which giving her 
ſome Reaſon to imagine ſhe fad touch'd him in the 
_ tendereſt Part, I am afraid, (reſumed ſhe) that I have 
ask d a Queſtion you have too much Complaiſance to 
_ anſwer with the Sincerity I wiſh. 

Bur to convince you that nothing can oblige me 
ſo much as Truth, I folemnly proteſt, by the Power 
whom we adore, by all Things facred above, or dear 
below, I will not only relinquiſh all that Power your 
_ Gratitude has given me over your Affections, but, 
to the utmoſt of my Power, endeavour to forward 
the Reward of them 'with that happier Morgen 
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ne whom your Judgment or Inelination prefers to the 
| reſt of her Sex. 

Ty I fave been told, (continned 8 he was 
Nc yer ſilent,) that of late you have made your Addreſſes 
ter io a very fine Lady: I think they call her Alinda. 
be An, Madam! (interrupted he, with 4a 2 Diſor- 
ut der in his Face,) would to God all that labour in the 
be Pangs of hopeleſs Love, felt no more than I was 
de, ever capable of knowing for that Lady. Then it is 
to ſome other (cried ſhe, haſtily) that you are indebted 
0 for your Senſidility of the tender Paſſion. 

ma Turks E Words ſeem'd to plunge Bellamant into 
greater Confuſion than betore, a burning Bluſh ſpread 
he elf all over his Face, and his whole Frame ſeem'd 
do tremble with convulſive Agonies. 

* SPEAK, {ſaid the Lady, no leſs diſorder d, tho for 
iy ar different Reaſons ;) by the Perturbations which you 


te. in vain endeavour to conceal, I am ſufficiently con- 
ge i vinc'd that you have lov'd ; ---- that you do love 
JU, with an unvanquiſhable Paſſion, and which your Gra- 5 


"7 Wl titude, and, perhaps, the Intereſt you may imagine 
ud to yourſelf in flattering my Wiſhes, has hitherto pre- 
ou vented you from revealing: ---- But 1 conjure you, 
1 by the Oath you have taken, to reſolve me in what- 
ve ever I ask'd, to let me know the Truth of this Af- 
he fair; and by that myſelf has ſworn, again aſſure you, 
nt, that nothing you can do will ſo much oblige me: 
Tell me then the Truth without Diſguiſe. 
nr Su ſpoke theſe laſt Words with fach an Empha- 
be fis, as ſhew'd ſhe was infinitely concern'd in his R- ; 
ye ply ; and fure never Man ſuffer d more in an Uncer- | - 
to tainty what was beſt for him to do, than he did in 
this Moment; but being of a Temper naturally open 
ne and ſincere, however ſome Circumſtances of Life 
er had obliged him ſometimes to diſguiſe the Truth, 
ar and — bb to it now with fo preſſing an Ear- 
ur neſtneſs, he reſolved to obey her, whatever ſhould be 
t. the Event. 
rd Sine you command me, Madam, (ſaid he,) by 
an Adjurations too powerful to be refuſed, I muſt no 


K 3 longer, 


= 
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longer conceal what, perhaps, the Knowledge of will 
add to the Perplexity I ſee you are already involy'd 
in: I cannot deny, Madam, but I have lav* d; L that 1 
do love; - but at the fame Time aſſure you, that tis 
a hopeleſs Flame; for tho' bleſsd far beyond my Me. 
Tits, with the Afſeckion of my Charmer, my cruel 
Fortune has laid an indiſſoluble Bar between us, and 
curſes me in an eternal Abſence.—-All I have to wiſh 
is, that ſhe may be enabled to forget me, as 1 have long, 
tho' vainly, endeavour d to do her. 

Ti s generouſly confeſs d, (cried the Lady, in a 
faint Voice z) and ſince you have gone thus far, think 
me not unworthy of the remaining Part of the Se- 
cret: What could happen to te Hearts by 
mutual Tenderneſs united? 


Tu E Malevolence of ill Fate, (replied he.) My un- 


kappy Circumſtances requir'd a Wite's Fortune to re- 
ti ieve; which, at my firſt Acquaintance with her, 
who ſoon becamethe Miſtreſs of my Soul, I imagin'd 
ſte was in Poſſeſſion of: ---- But, too late, alas! I 
found the contrary; and that her Parents had been 
able to leave her no more than a thouſand Pounds, 
which was a Trifle to what my Wants 1 — 
Living with an Aunt who was vaſtly rich, I had 
Hope, ſince ſhe allow'd of my Pretenſions, ſhe would 
conſiderably add to her Fortune; but I was deceiv'd, 
ſhe offer'd me no more than to double what was left 
her; and that was ineffectual to have redeem'd my 
Mortgage, without which botk muſt have been 
. wretched. ---- The extreme Paſſion I had for her, ren- 
der'd it impoſſible for me to wiſh to-make her a 
Partner in my Misfortunes: I reſolved to bear my 
Load of Woe alone, with this additional one, of being 
for ever ſeparated from all I lov'd on Earth: ---- But, 
aſham'd of declaring the Truth, yet bent to obey the 
Dictates of S I ſhew'd an Act of Self- de- 
nial, oi there are but few pak ag of; 22 
every Thing was preparing to make me t ie 
of Mankind: tore — away from all I lov'd, ---- 
from all I ever can love with that Ardency of Aﬀec- 
oath. tion; 
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tion ; and to leave her untouch'd with my Calamity, 
entailed an endleſs Curſe upon myſelf. 

I Have but one Thing more! to ask, ( /aid the 
Lady:) Is the Name of her you lov'd a Secret, I muſt 
not know ? Nothing, Madam L he,) muſt 
be denied to your forgiving Goodneſs. She was call d 
Euphemia, born in Wiltſhire, and of a Parentage far 
above her Fortune: But, to go about to deſcribe the 
thouſand Charms, the thouſand Graces which ſhone 
about her Form, inſpir'd her Converſation, and ren- 
der'd her Temper the ſweeteſt and moſt obliging in 
the World, were a Task as impoſſible to perform, as 
it would be imprudent to attempt. 

You ſhall not need, -—- (cried the Lady, throwing 
of her Mask, and diſcovering herſelf to be the Perſon 

{poke 7 you ſhall not need, my deareſt Bellamant; 
it is no Matter what the Perſon of Euphemia is, her 
Fate, Jam ſure is glorious in the diſcover'd Conſtan- 
cy of the charming Bellamant. 

Wir theſe Words ſhe threw herſelf into his 
Arms, who, with the ſtrong Surpriſe, the ſudden 
Ruſh of overwhelming Extaſy, was, for ſome Mo- 
ments, quite uncapable of Speech or Motion: ------ 
But when recover d enough to do it, how many Ef- 
forts did he make to utter what he felt? In vain, 
alas! for twas unſpeakable ! But what Language want- 
ed Words to expreſs, Embraces, Kiſſes, rapturous 
Graſpings, and all the Exceſs of fond cndearing Paſſion 
very well ſupply d. | 

Tu x firſt 127 Tumults of their mutual Tranſport 
being a little over, Alinda, who had been conceal d in 
the next Room to obſerve what JOS came in to 
wiſh them Joy; and, at their Leiſure, every Particu- 
lar of this Tranſaction was related,---= .- 

In a few Days their Marriage was folemniz'd with 
a Magnificence ſuitable to the Tenderneſs they had for 
each other. ---- $$» 

ELLMOUR, of all the Perſons concern'd in the 
Affair, was the only diſtreſſed Perſon ; who, being 
inform'd of what had happen'd, and convinc'd of his 
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* Miſtake; deſpair d of ever being able to obtain a Par- 
don ou Alinda, for the Raſhneſs of his ungovern'd 
Jealoufy.---- | | 

g e and Euphemia, too well convinc d 
by ience what a Heart truly touch d with Love 
* muſt feel in the Reſentment of the belov'd Object, 
= pleaded fo ſucceſsfully in his Behalf, that he was again 
Teceiv'd into Favour ; and in a few Weeks after the 
Celebration of their own Marriage, were invited to 

chat of his with his adorable Alinda.—- 

% Tus was Conftancy on all Sides rewarded; and by 
the continu'd Tenderneſs they had for each other 
after Marriage, gave a Proof that Poſſeſſion does not 
always extinguiſh Deſire, and ſurpris d the World 
with an Example, which I am afraid more will 44. 
mire than imitate. | 
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Conſtancy in Diltreſs. 


By Mrs. ELIZZA Haywoop. 
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Beauty, then art a fair, but fading Flower, 

The tender Prey of "_ coming Hour: 

In Youth, thou, Comet hike, art gaz d upon; 

But art portentous to thyſelf alone. 
95 ; SEDLEY. 
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To the Honourable 
WILLIAM Yoxct Eſq; 


One of the Lords Commiſſioners of 
His Majeſty's Treaſury. 


— 


SIR, | . 
E E there a Hope, tho ne er 
S 97 ſo Aſtau a one, that I ſhould ever 
2 | * | worthy the Honour of your Pa- 
tronage, it would not have been 

for a Trifle ſuch'as this I had en- 
treated it: But as am @a Woman, and.conſe- 
quently depriv'd of thoſe Advantages of Educa- 
tion which the other Sex enjoy, I conver ſo for 
flatter my Defires, as to imagine it in my Power 


, fo 


_ 


N 


DEDICATION. 


to ſoar to any Subject higher than that which N. "I 
ture is not negligent to teach us. 3s 


L OE tt a Topich which I believe few are 
ignorant ; there requires no Aids of Learning, 
wo general Converſation, no Application; a ſhady 
Grove and purling Stream are all Things that's 
weceſſary to give us an Idea of the tender Paſſion. 
This ts a Theme, ther eſore, which, while I make 
choice to zorite of, frees me from the Imputation 
of vai or ſelf-ſufficient : ---- None can tax me 


with having too great an Opinion of my own Ge- 
nius, when Iaim at werbing * the meaneft 


ray perform. 


i HAVE nothing to value myfelf on, but 4 
folerable Share Diſcerument: It is neither 
in my Power to be partially blind to my own De- 
eck, mor to the Perfedtions of another, any 
"more than it is to forbear-teſtifying my Admira- 
2 9 wherever ¶ find is. 


7 0 go about to enamerate thoſe excellent 
" Qualifications which make up a Character ſo 
"fernimng as is yours, would ſwell this Addreſs to a 
too tedions Length; nor is it a Tail for my ener- 
vate Pen to attempt: That Steddineſs of Prin- 
iel * Wifdow fo far above yanr Years! that 
| Magnanimicy 
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DE DICATION. 
Mag namity of Mind, which render you the Ter- 
ror of the oppoſite Party, and the Wonder of 


your own, are Perfectious which I think on with - 


all the Veneration which is their Due, but can 
only wiſh to deſcribe ! 


BUT, while I confeſs my Inability of doing 
Juſtice to the Patriot and the Hero, permit me, 
Ibeſeech you, Sir, to touch on ſome few of thoſe 
Graces which compleat the Fine Gentleman, 
and which are more particularly the Province of 
my Sex to underſtand, and which no one una. 
quainted with, can pretend to draw a C haradter 
worthy of exciting that Tap bow, whoſe Force I 
make my Theme. 


THAT inimitable [ability ; that unequall d 
Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition; that condeſcending 
Goodneſs, which- ſoftuing the Severity of your 
other Virtues, makes you as dear to the Genera- 
lity of the World, as you ave neceſſary to a 
Part of ita It is from this Beneficence of Na- 
ture, that I alone can Hope a Pardon for the 
Preſumptio/ F my Zeal ; and it is to this T 
offer the Hiſtory of a Lindy: whoſe greateſt Miſ- 
fortunes were e by @ Virtue not very 
common among Women, "the Gift of Secrecy. 
If ber Sufferings have any Pretence to your Pry 
or the Relater of them 10 your . is 


| If Q 
— — 
of 


DE DICATTION. 
will be a Favour twhich the whole Study of my 
Future Life can never acknowledge as I onght ; --- 
bat in what I am able, ſhall endeavonr to prove 


ehh 
Wich all imaginable Regard, 


SIR, 
Your moſt Deyoted, 
Moſt Humble, and 


Moſt Obedient Servant 


Eliza Haywood, 


o 
. 
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ConsTANcr in Diſtreſs. . 


OTHING is ſo generally coveted 
by Womankind, as to be accounted 
Beautiful ; yet nothing renders the 
Owner more liable to Inconvenien- 
cies. She who is fond of Praiſe, is 


E N 

lin _ Og of growing too fond 
—— of the Pr iſer; if by Gange the 
herſelf from the Attacks made on her 
Virtue, it is almoſt a Miracle if her Reputation re- 
ceives no Prejudice oY them: And a Woman who 
is very much admir'd for the Charms of her Face, 
ought with infinitely more Reaſon be ſo for thoſe 
of , * Prudence, who preſerves both amidſt fo man 
Enemies as Love and Opportunity will raiſe again 
them. For one Woman that has made her Fortune 
by her Beauty, there are a thouſand whoſe utter De- 
ſtruction it has been. Some, among a, Crowd of 
Adorers, are ſo long determining which ſpall be the 
happy Man, that Time ſtealing every Day away 
ſome Part of their Attractions, they grow at haſt 
depriv'd of all, and on a ſudden find aban- 


don d 
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don'd, and not worth a Bow from thoſe whoſe 
Hearts and Knees bended at their Approach before. 
Others, puzzled with a toodgreat Variety, have their 
Judgments dimm'd with the Confuſion of Ideas, and 
more frequently make Choice of the worſt than the 
contrary. -A third Sort there are, who, by becomi 
a publick Toaſt, aſſume to themſelves ſuch an Air o 
Inſolence and Self- ſufficiency, that their Behaviour 
forfeits the Conqueſt which their Eyes had gain d, 
and grow in a little Time rather Objects of Ri- 
dicule Admiration. ---- Numberleſs are the Dan- 
to which a young Creature, more than ordinari-- 
y fair, is incident; and even where there is the great- 
eſt Stock of Virtue,, Modeſty, and good Senſe, it ſome- 
times is the Occaſion of Misfortunes which are not 
to be warded off by all thoſe Guards. 

AN ADE A, the only Daughter of a Gentleman ot 
high Extraction, but mean Fortune, in Paris, was ſo 
much celebrated for her exceeding Beauty, that it 

almoſt a Proverb; and it was a common Say- 
ing, when any one would praiſe a Lady, to cry, She 
is as handſome as Anadea ! as fine ſhap'das Anadea ! ! 
Nor were the Charms of her Converſation leſs ami- 
able than thoſe of her Perſon” : Her indulgent Father, 
though in his Youth he had laviſh'd the beſt Part of 
his Patrimony, and had little to depend on but what. 
accrued from a Poſt he held at Court, was now ſo 
good a Husband in other Things, as to afford her a 
very liberal Education. There was no Accompliſhment 
fit for a young Lady, that ſhe was not Miſtreſs of; 
and ſhe made ſuch good Uſe of her Time, that before ſhe 
arrived at the Age of Sixteen, ſhe acquir'd more than 
, the moſt ingenious of her Fellow-Learners could do at 
Twenty four. Nor confin'd ſhe her Studies to that 
Part of Education common to herown Sex : She had an 
8 emulated the other in * berg 
Know ; the went a great way in the Mathema- 
ticks; — — ſeveral phe Safe well; and. 


_ 


| had ſhepreſever'dinApplication, mighthavebcenasemi- 
nent for her Learning, asthecaeorated Madam Dacier « 
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courſe of Marriage. He was continually 8 her 
to let him know which, of the many who had of- 
fer d themſelves, was moſt agreeable to her Mind; 
but finding her Inc linations far from being as he de- 
d fired, and that ſhe rather ſeem'd to liſten to ſuch Con- 
verſations through Obedience to him, than any Likin 
to change her Condition, he grew extremely chagrin 
at it, and at laſt told . he — — on 
ber Marriage, and as his Indulgence revail d 
on him to give her the Choice of — her AL 
mirers ſhould be Man, he expected ſhe ſhould, with- 
out any farther Evaſions, determine. This was the 
firſt Shock Anadea had ever found to ruffle her Calm 
of Life; but, unable to ſtand it, well knowing her 
Father, in ſpite of all the Tenderneſs he had for her, | 
was not of a Humour to endure Diſobedience in thoſe 
he had Power over, anſwered him in this Manner. 
Since *tis your Pleaſure, Sir, that I muſt be a Wife, 
I ſhall endeavour to conquer my Inclinations, which I 
confeſs tend to a ſingle Life; but as it is your Place 
to command, and mine to obey, I beg you will exert 
that Power in every Thing; direct me to whom I muſt 
reſign my Liberty, and I ſhall yield with as little Reluct - 
ance as Nature will permit. Theſe Words were noc 
2 pleaſing to him they were addreſs d to; he loved 
too well, to oblige her to do any Thing to which ſne 
was averſe; and to perſwade her that it was wholly for 
her Intereſt to marry, omitted no Arguments which he 
thought might be conducive tothat End: He ented 
to her the Dangers of a young Woman's being left alone 
in the World, expos d both to Temptations and Inſults; 
and reminded her, that when he was gone, how impoſ- 
ſible it would be for her to ſupport herſelf in the Man- 
ner ſhe had liv'd, in ſo moving a Strain, and | 
ſo tender a Grief that he was unable to 1 
| ortune 


But ſhe being now a Woman, and her Fathers 
D Age, and ſome Infirmities incident to it, making him 
| deere he had not long to live, and uently deſi- 

a rous of ſeeing his beloved Child diſpos'd of before his 
: Death, induced him to entertain her often with Diſ- 
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Fortune ſuitable to her Birth, and the Education he MW Pa 
bad given her, that ſhe had no longer any Thing WW cle 
to reply in Contradiction to the Juſtice of what he MW Ct 
WONT.. aed if he wine ce in wcaliry convinced, wi 
ſhe choſe to ports rather than bear to ſee the Sor- MW be 
tos Which his paternal Care, and ſoft Commilera- nie 
wy tion for the Apprehenſion of what Misfortunes ſhe he 
might fall into, involved him in. -—- She aſſured him ye 
at laſt, that ſhe was perfectly eaſy, and ready to fulk] ſo! 
his Commands; but as to the Choice of a Husband, thy 
vepg'd he would not leave it to her, telling him, th 
with a great deal of Sincerity, that as ſhe had no par- © 
ticular Averſion to any Man, ſo among the Number . 
ot thoſe who had made Pretenſions, ſne was not ca- Va 
pable of feeling any particular Regard, but would en- Pl 
deavour to increaſe a Reſpe for him who he ſhould 
think moſt worthy. The Old Gentleman, findi 
himſelf oblig'd to name the Perſon, was not muc 
leſs at a Loſs than his hter, for there were ſeveral 
of equal Merit who aim'd at the Bleſſing obtain- 
ing her : However, thinking he had enough 
for once, in getting her to marry, he deter- 
red letting her know to whom, till another Time.--- 
But it was not many Days before the Chevalier De 
Semar gain d the Advantage of all his Rivals. ----- He 
was from a very noble Family, which was 
no {mal} Recommendation to the Father of Azadea, 
had a handſome Eſtate, and was a Gentleman of 
_known Sobriery and good Conduct. ---- He was the 
Perſon — 3 _— . it, — 
ving nothing to offer in Oppoſition, the o'erjoy 
He in was ſoon made — with the Happineſs 
defi him, and every Thing was getting ready 
with all poſſible Expedition for the Solemnity. The 
Time which the neceſſary Preparations took up, Ana- 
4 pals'd in modelling her Soul, as much as poſſible. 
to be pleas d with the State for which ſhe was in- 
The Chevalier had many good Qualities, 
and ſhe endeavoured to add to them in Imagination 
a thouſand more. Never did any Woman take rt 
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Pains to reſiſt the Dictates of Deſire, than ſhe did to 
create them: But, alas! ſhe had not yet ſeen thoſe 
Charms which were neceſſary to inſpire the Paſſion 
which alone could make the Loſs of her beloved Li- 
berty a Bleſſing : And though ſhe joined in that Opi- 
nion ſhe found the whole World had of him, that 
her intended Husband was a perfect fine Gentleman, 
jet ſhe had it not in her Power to feel any of thoſe 
ſoft Emotions, thoſe Impatiencies for his Abſence, 
ok tender Tongs in 1 = of 
thoſe agreeable P ities which are unfaili 
uences 2 and without which he 
was ſenſible, both by Reading, and her own Obſer- 
vation on others, x could be no true Extaſies in 
Poſſeſſion. Not all his Aſſiduity, not all his Tender- 
neſs, not all her own Efforts, could bring her to any 
more than to be barely ſatisfied with her Lot; and 
ſhe began, at length, to lay the Blame on her own 
want of Senſibility, and to imagine ſhe had not a Heart 
fram'd like thoſe of other Women. Happy, at leaſt 
contented, might ſhe have been, had ſhe never had 
Cauſe to her Sentiments. But ſoon, too 
ſoon, the luckleſs Moment came, which was to con- 
vince her, that of all her Sex, none was more capable 
of receiving a ſoft Impreſſion, nor, for all her Know- 
ledge, none leſs able to repel it. 
AP*'NING to be one Evening at the Houſe of a 
young Lady of her particular Acquaintance, the 
t Bleſſure, Son to a Marquis of that Name, being 
ately arriv'd- at Paris, whence he had been abſent 
ſome time on his Travels, made his Viſit there at the 
fame Time. It was the Sight of him that firſt gave 
her to know there was a Poſſibility for her to wiſh 
to be a Wife, and it her deſign d Husband had been 
like him, ſhe might, with equal Ardour, equal Impa- 
tiency, have long'd for the happy Hour which ſhould 
relign her to him. The Count, indeed, had every 
Thing which could excuſe a Woman's ſudden Liking; - 
for belides the Charms of his Perſon, (which were 
hardly to be equall d,) there was ſomething irreſiſtibly 
engaging 
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_ engaging in his Converſation ; v ſomething ſo very 
rect, et withal ſo ſweet, that it was almoſt an 
poſſibility to be in his 1 without being 
more than ordinarily pleas d with it: ---- But, beſide 
the Attractions he had for the Generality of thoſe 
who knew him, all his Notions and Sentiments of 
Things, and his Manner of expreſſing what he thought, 
were more particularly adapted, to} move the Soul of 
A<nadea :---- He had an uncommon Delicacy in his 
Nature; fo had ſhe: ---- A grave Chearfulneſs, or, it 
you will, a gay Solidity in his Behaviour; ſo had 
ſhe. ---- In fine, never were two Perſons of different 
Sexes ſo alike, ſo fram d to pleaſe each other. 
The natural Boldneſs of Manhood was in him ſweetly 
temper d with a more than female Softneſs; and the 
Tenderneſs and Baſhfulneſs incident to Womankind, 
nn her was mingled with ſomething of a manly Ma- 
jeſty of Thought, commanding what ſhe perſwaded, 
while he ſeemed to beſeech what he enforc'd. -— 
Both were ſo equally enflam'd by gach other, that tis 
hard to ſay which had the Start in the Race of 
et neither Heart was ſenſible of its Hap- 
pineſs; for though both were ſo much accuſtomed 
to charm, that it was almoſt as common tobe ador'd 
as to be ſeen, yet the prodigious Awe which Love 
always inſpires, kept either from believing they had 
had the Power of conquering here. | 
Caps „I by the Lady of the Houſe, 
they went to Omôre; but little were the Count or 
Ana dea halts of managing their Game : Never 
was ſuch diſtracted Playing; they threw away their 
Matadores, and Punto was no mote remember d. 
play d on however, and Anadea, quite loſt in 
Thought and Contemplation, forgot the Time of 
Night, and thought not of removing till the Cheva- 
lier, having ſome Hours waited for her coming home, 
in hope of paying his Devoirs, was ſent by her Father, 
to ſee the Reaſon of her ſtaying abroad ſo much later 
ſhe had been accuſtomed. --- His Entrance rouꝛ d 
theſe amiable Perſons from the pleaſing 3 
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they. had been in : Auadea, ſeeing them together, 


| tad the greater Opportunity of making a Compariſon 


between them; but, Oh! ſhe found there was none! 
This new Charmer had in every Thing the Advan- 
1— oo though the Chevalier was a Man who 

* he j fag be — very agreeable, yet in the 
of the nequall'd Bleſſure he had nothing 

dich —— — Conſideration!] How deſtruc- 
tive to her Peace _— She A. Taſte, 
and penetra t novv there 
was —.— LA excellent in Man than ſhe had 
imagined ; but at the ſame Time knew the Diſcovery 
promiſed nothing but Deſpair. She was pre-engaged 
to another by all the binding Vows that Words could 
form; and if he ſhould happen to regard her with 
Eyes of Love, which yet was not in her Thoughts, 
it was not in her Power to gratify his or her own 
* The Count was in little leſs Perplexity ; he 
A by the Freedom with which the 

er. entertained her, that he was a Lover pub- 

lickly alow'd; and though till after they had taken 
Leave he knew not how far the Matter had gone, 
et he immediatel * enough to make him 
what kind of grinding Pains thoſe 


are which Jealouſy infli 


I n Anxieties, R did the 
diſcontented Anadea the Night: ---- She could 
iſhing, h there was not the leaſt 
room for her to 1 a Poſſibility of what ſhe 


wiſh'd : 2” She could Sor help — yet thought 


Boſom was now all Hurry and — — Eſteem 
which ſhe had been long to feel. for the 
Chevalier, was now — to Av — Diſdain; 
and the Indifference ſhe had for all Mankind, now 
converted into the moſt _—_ Paſſion for one. 


| 2 mow 7 what Effect her Charms had 
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ſhe d 4 


Deſires, 
be contented to live a fingle 
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of the Paſſion ſhe had entertained, that ſhe * 
the ſhould never iſh for any greater Joy, than 
1 ſhe might, without a Crime, indulge Contem- 
tion with the Idea of _ Perfe&ions; = to de- 
y that ng” Theory by marrying with another, 
. Log ſhe” could Ad without failing in her 
„rob of one ſingle Wiſh, was more terrible to 
her than the worſt of Deaths. -—- Confounded what 
to do, or rather wild that there was nothing ſhe 
e Service to her in an Exi- 
gence Hke this, her Mind grew all a Chaos, and the 
-unintermitting Inquietudes of her Soul not 
any Repoſe, ſhe was ſo much diſorder'd the next 
Day, that ſhe had a very good Pretence to k * 
Chamber, and receive no Vilits. ---- Tf a P 
n 
alone; for Company, Noiſe, and Hurry gh 
are ordinary Recipe's for Manche, a are ſo 
. working pie they edel gr ors tht, on th 
3 they b but increaſe the Malady : Love and 
Griet are Paſſions too potent to be ſtru With, 
and too obſtinate for Perſwaſion: tion makes 
them mad: —- They grow fiercer by Reſtraint : -—- 
The Patient is himſelf his own beſt Phyſician ; and 
if by ſoothing his Diſeaſe he does not abſolutely cure 
Ft, be, atleaſt, prevents the Tortures it would other- 
- wiſe occafion: Ad it has been often ſeen, that in gi- 
ving a Looſe to the Paſſion, the Spirit bas evaporated 
tlio though this never happens but in à weak 
and flaſpy Mind, and could not be the Caſe of our 
9 As the was not eafily wounded by the 
[Darts of Love, ſo having once received them, could 
dot ſuffer them to be torn out, without breaking 
at the ſame Time the Strings of Life: --- But in 
of all the Perplexity ſhe was involv'd in, 
and then foynd' a Mixture ot Delight. --- 
Ah] with what kind Deceits does Love ſometimes 
magination !---- What pleaſing Chimera s 
ed 2 5 that tender Flame, create! 
themſelves 
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into an Extaſy ! Anadea had, in her Intervals of Pain, 
{ome of theſe Day-Dreams; ſhe would fit and think 
that if the Chevalier De Semar ſhould ſee a Woman 
whoſe e Charms, or Fortune, ſhould break off 
the Match, near as it was expected to be, or if ſome 
ſudden Illneſs, or Accident, ſhould take him trom 
— Death, how perfectly at liberty ſhe then ſhould 
be to indulge a more pleaſing Paſſion for the lovely 
Count. From this would ſhe proceed farther, and 
— that if thus free, 3 Poſlibility for him 
d her in an equal Tenderneſs, in what Man- 
— ſhould A ſo as to ſecure his — — 
Then would ſhe form long Diſcourſes, (ſuch as tis 
probable he would indeed have made, had he been bleſt 
with an Opportunity,) and anſwer them again. -— 
Nay, ſometimes Contemplation, raviſhed with the 
rapturous Image, would carry her to a Confeſſion of 
her Love; ſhe yielded, fainted, almoſt died with Plea- 
fure in the Theory of that Joy, the Practice of which 
che had ne er experienced: Then all at once, re- 
membring it was but illuſive, ſtart from the fallacious 
Tranſport, and wake to real Woe and Bitterneſs of 


f Br while he endured „ 
in ower of Language to expreſs, 

Revenge on the charming Count for the Inquietudes 
he occaſioned her, 47): 
could have wiſhed. -—- Being fully informed of the 


Truth of her Circumſtances, by the Lady at whoſe 
Houſe they had met, the C this Account ig 


— hg — The narrow 
tune — — able r 


of itſelf ſufficient to make him y, for well be 


knew the Marquis him for more exalted 


Hopes, and would never conſent he ſhould marry a 


Woman, whoſe only Portion was her Wit —_ 


2 --- But, Love would have enabled him to get ov 
that 


Difficulty: The Hiſtory of her Engagement to the 


233 was the diſtracting Point: He found im- 


4 mediately 


99 
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themſelves to the deluded Eye, and cheat wild Thought 


— 


* 
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mediately that his Paſſion would enable him to run 
all Riſques for her fake, and dareall the Dangers which 
Diſobedience might create, if in exchange for Gran- 
deur, Wealth, and Favour, he could be poſſeſſed of 
| Her; but the Impoſſibility there appeared of gaining 


. 


her, was near throwing him into Deipair. --- He knew 


that there was not many Days before that fatal one 
arrived, which was to take from him the Power of 
even wiſhing to be hers, without being guilty of a 
Crime againſt her Honour, which he had too much 
Tenderneſs for her to ſuffer him to think of.---- He 
knew not but her Affections might go hand-in-hand 


with her Duty in this Marriage; but in caſe they did 


not, which he was ＋ hope, yet the Charac- 
ter he had heard of her Diſcretion and Modeſty, made 
it difficult for him to flatter himſelf ſo far, as to be- 
lieve ſhe would, on any Conſideration, incur the Cen- 
ſure of the Town, by breaking off with a Man 
to whom ſo publickly ſhe was known to be en — 
Thus for a while did the Suggeſtions of his Deſpair 
torment him: But theſe Agitations were not long thus 
violent; a Dawn of kinder Fortune at laſt broke out, 
and opened a more delightful Scene. The Conſi- 
deration of his Quality, his vaſt Eſtate, and ſome lit- 
tle Knowledge of his ſuperior Perfections, ſeemed to 
conſole him with. the Imagination that her Heart 
might not be ſo fixed in Tenderneſs to the Chevalier, 
but that ſuch a Number of 2 might looſe 
- the Chain. 1 to make the Experiment, 
his ts to aſſiſt him in the 
it: He could not for a long Time decide, 
whether it were beſt to pr the Matter to the 
Father of Anadea, or herſelf : He knew very well, 
that old People are ambitious of their Childrens Gran- 
deur, and did not doubt but the Title he was able to 
confer on her, would weigh a great deal with him; 
but then he had heard ſo much of that Gentleman's 
ur, and ſteddy Adherence to his Friend and Pro- 
iſe, that it deterred; him; and, with Reaſon, be- 
lieving that if he were refuſed there, he ſhould nev 
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pet an Opportunity of applying to the young Lady, 


choſe to make the firſt Declaration to herſelf; t 
gaining her Affections being the material Point, he 
conſidered all others of little Conſequence.--- Having 
fixed his Determination thus, he ſet himſelf down to 
frame a Letter to her; the Contents of which were 
in this Manner: 


a 


To the Divine ANADEA., 


HERE the Ill is deſperate, deſperate Reme · 
dies are allow'd: Wanting the Glory of a long 


' Train of Services to recommend my Paſſim, I ſhould 


not dare, thus unknown, unmeriting, to make a Decla- 
—_—_— the kind I am about to do, to the moſt excel- 
__ Sex, without being driven co it by an mdiſ- 
penſible Neceſſity. ---- Self. Preſervation is the great Law 
of Nature: I can but die by your Diſdain ; and certain 
Death attends me, e yor give the Chevalier 4 
Bleſſing, which (F my good Genius —— he me 
10 Paris timely enough to have given Proofs of. Paſſion 
which is not to be equall d) you muſt, in Fuſtice. 
conſe d him leſs 2 of poſſeſſing. I have fon 
ve tall d to you; O moſt adorable Anadea! 
= a Witneſs of the Wonders of your Wit, and — 
8 n Soul, ca- 
1. r . for you all that 
— — muſt not know 
2 to Za * 777 me . _— on 
I you; but, Oh! impoſſible to make you judg 
much ! That is 4 Tusk, 5 the ſhort Time allowed 
for my Probation, cannot accompliſh. ---- Would any lucky 
Accident inter poſe, and for a while (u my Rival 
Happineſs, I might, perhaps, do ſomething ſhould make 
you own merit not your rayon furious Fortune ! 
2 O my Guardian Ang . of thy Charge! 
I not ſome ſecret Warnings of my future Fate? 
did I range ſo long in Foreign Courts, in ſearch of 
r Knowledge, . my 


* 
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- eternal Ruin was at home contriving ? ---- while all 
that could make me ble;s'd, was diſþo/mg to another 1 

But I grow wild! pardon the Frenzy which Deſpair oc- 
caſions. My Death will ſoon be the Conſequence of my 
Preſumption, if you continue your cruel Reſolution of 
giving yourſelf to De Semar : Then, tis poſſible, you 

will forgive and pity the | 2 | 


hut to the laſt Moment of his Life,) 
3 411-0690 Tho e 
ee 


P. S. Let your own Words pronounce my Doom, and 


To form any juſt Notion of what Anadea felt at 
the Receipt of this Billet, one muſt be poſſeſſed of al 
thoſe burning: Paſſions with which the Sight of him 
who ſent it had enflamed her Soul. The utmoſt 
Extravagance of Joy and Surpriſe, at firſt invaded her; 
but finking by degrees, gave way to Ap ſions, 
which fo thoſe Who are acquainted with the Cata- 
ſtrophe of her unhappy Story, may be accounted O- 
mens. Though to be lov'd by B was the 
- higheſt Wiſh of her deſiring Soul; though at the firſt 
Diſcovery that ſhe-was ſo, a Flood of Extaſy ran 
thrilling gh all her Veins, and each warm Fibre 
gown with immoderate Pleaſure; yet Horror filld 
Heart, a Terror, not tobe aceounted for, ſucceed- 
ed: Cold Tremblings ſeized her Limbs, her Eyes di- 
tilled un willing Drops, and all the Oppoſites of Joy 
Dee thought to proceed from. tho 
F this might be to t 
Confuſion ſhe mark how to behave in an Exi 
{is dangerous either to her eternal Peace of Mind, or 
ann - 4 6.4 therto 
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4 therto taken ſo much Care to preſerve. Though 
- Love was a Paſſion ſhe had but lately entertained, 

2 found it grown too ſtrong for Controul; and Reſerve, 
5 though long habitual to her, now difficult to be main- 
4 tained, --— How hard was it to reſolve what Courſe 


to take? She muſt determine either to do the extrem- 
eſt Violence to her Inclinations, or forfeit all Title to 
a Character ſhe eſteem'd equal to her Life. Ah! 
how dreadful is the Conflict, when Love and Honour 
rack the divided Soul? - How ſmall the Relief we ; 
can receive from Reaſon? ---- Poor Auadea, though 1 
by Strength of Mind, more than moſt of her Sex 
enabled to endure it, could not for a long Time 
7 through this Dilemma, and the Meſſenger who 
rought Cauſe of it, was obliged to remind her 

1 three or four Times that he waited for an Anſwer, 

ore ſhe could enough ſubmit to the Suggeſtions 
of either her Paſſion, or Prudence, to be able to make 
one, But when ſhe did, it was as follows: 


at 

all . 

8 To Count BuzS$SURE, + 

T; My Lord, | 

1s, HOUGH a Maid in my Circumſtances might 
4 very well be excuſed returning any Anſwer 6 
J- a Letter of that Nature I have received | 

be Lordſhip, yer I chuſe rather to incur the Cenſure of ln. 


diſcreet, than Ungrateful; which latter I muſt be, if 


ANADEA, 
L a | Tur 


an did not acknowledge the Obligation your too good Opi- 
0 il nion of my little Merit has conferred on me; and face 
'd W by thoſe who have the Diſpoſal of me, I am deprived 
d- WW of every Thing to pay you back but Thanks, mreat you 
. will accept of them, when offered in the ſmcereſt Man- 
, 5, 

A | | My Lord, * Sew 
1 Tour Lordſbip's, cl 

or fl Mot humble Serrant. 
i- | | 

to 
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Tak Force ſhe put on herſelf in writing in this 
Manner, when ſhe would have given almoſt. her Life 
to have pour d out the tenderover-powering Languiſh- 
ments, that took up all her Soul, may juſtly make 
her an Object of Admiration: It d be endleſs 
to repreſent the various Turns of diforder'd Emotions 
+ Which run-through her troubled Mind after the De- 
parture of the Meſſenger. Sometimes ſhe wiſhed 
a ſecond Sollicitation; ---- at others ſhe trembled, for 
fear ſhe ſhould again be 3 ſevere a Trial, which 
ſhe could not promiſe herſelf to go through with the 
fame Fortitude and Reſolution as before. However, 
I believe moſt Women will imagine ſhe would have 
thought it a greater Misfortune, had the Count here 
| his Proſecution, than all ſhe could ſuſtain from 
the Continuance of it: But he was not a Lover ſo 
eaſily repulſed; he found in that little Note Mat- 
ter of Conſolation ; ---- be interpreted her telling him, 
Since deprived by thoſe who had the Power over her, 
from every Thing but Thanks, that her conſenting to a 
age with the Chevalier De Semar, was the Effect 
only of that Duty ſhe owed her Father, and that her 
own Inclination had nothing to do in that Affair; 
for if it had (ſaid he to himſelf) ſhe would have ad- 
ded, Ae Choice, as well as the Power of thoſe 
who the Diſpoſal of me.---- This Imagination 
emboldened him to write immediately; before 
ſhe was certain whether ſhe really defired he ſhould, 
- or not, ſhe received by the ſame Hand which brought 
the other, this {ſecond Bille. 
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weſs not inferior to your other unmatched Charms: Oh? 


were you o ſenſible, as you ought, of that Heaven 
of barons Pi M 725 of, you — not thus 
raſbiy, thus haſtily reſign it! - You would at leaſt defer 
giving my Rival that Profuſion of Happineſs, which 
though no Man can be fail to deſerve, yet ſome my 
loaf a more juſtifiable Plea than what proceeds meerly. 
from the ingratiating himſelf to the Favonr of others.--- 

"Tis your own Inclinations only that ought to have the 
Power of diſpoſing you; and if they [beak not in his Fa- 
vour, O let me conjure you, for your own ſake, for the 


ſake of your eternal Peace, not to offer a Violation to 


thoſe ſacred Didtates. If the Wretch, who preſumes 
to give you this Advice, has not the Power of pleaſing, 
that Softneſs in your Eyes and Form ſhews you were not 
born to be for ever unſuſceptible of the Force of Lovez 
and t you ne er can find an Objett worthy of in- 


ſpiring it, you may hereafter find one to whom your 


Liking may give 4 Luſtre; and then, how truly unfor- 
tunate would you be ? ---- O conſider it aright ! <= 
Delay a while theſe Nuptials ! ---- Think lis your good 

Genius warns you ! --— A little Time, perhaps, may 
make you know I have not counſelled Ill! — But whi- 
ther Zeal tr t me ? ---- I have declared 
myſelf * intereſted in this Cauſe, not to render 
every Thing I urge ſuſpefted. ---- But, by Heaven! by 
that Heaven which gave you that Tranſcenden 7 
Charms, and me of Adoration! were I perfectiy aſfur , 


7 what I fear, that all that I can do, or all I would 


had I the Power, would never influence your Soul. 

in pity of my Paſſion, then I would plead as now :--—- 
O let Hymen wait, till Love, ſoft Love, ſhall intro- 
duce him. But you, perhaps, will ſay that tis alrea- 
7 done in favour of the Chevalier. ----If ſo, I have in- 
ed nothing to object, but what may juſtly be imputed 


to a too partial Wiſh for my own Happineſs, and Eur 
of another's. ---- Silence ws whe at once ; confeſs 5 
| Paſſion for this fortunate, this triumphant Man ! and 


end the Boldneſs, the bel. which occaſioned it, 2 
3 [4 


* 
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rr Aundes, chinks Death a. 


Your Everlaſting Votary, 


BLaES$SURE. 


ANADEA now perceived whence he had drawn 
his Encouragement to write again, but was not ſo 
much diſpleaſed at it, as ſhe would have perſwaded 
herſelt ſhe was: And her Duty every Moment grow- 
mg weaker, as her Paſſion ſtronger, ſhe with much 
leſs Reluctance than ſhe had felt in anſwering the 
former, ſent him a Reply in theſe Words: 


To Count BLESSURE. 


My Lord, 
V 4M /o little accuſtomed to a Correſpondence of this 
Nature, that tis not to os esgurgrg A- that 7 Hl 
lay myſelf open to many Diſadvantages:— But as much 
a Stranger as I am to Gallaniry, I am yet a much 
greater to Diſſimulation ; and though it may be the moſt 
prudent to pretend I have given my Heart where I ſhort 
muſt my Hand, yet I cannot forbear confeſſing, with that 
Freedom you require, that it is to the Chevalier / future 
Behaviour he muſt owe that Part of me. The re 
| Father has an indiſputable Right to diſpoſe of, as 
thinks fit; and however averſe my Inclinations may be, 
Obedience, as it is ſometimes the ſevereſt, is ſure the 
moſt valuable Part of a Child's Duty; and this Tust I 
ſhall always enjoin myſelf. I 1 find any Difficulties in 
the Performance, the greater Glory will it be to con- 
quer them : 2 it I by fuck Proofs of Virtue alone, 
that I can hope to merit any of thoſe Ar you have 
fo profuſet Iaviſhed on me, and for which I muſt ever 
acknowledge myſelf, . 
My Lord, 
W Your Lordſhip's 
0 N Moſt Oblig'd, 
381055 IE ANADEA, 
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I x was with an Infinity of Tranſport that the Count 
received this Aſſurance from her own Hand, that her 
intended Marriage- with the Chevalier was not the 
Effect of her Choice,---- His Joy had been immode- 
rate, had not the latter part of * Letter, wherein 
ſhe expreſſes ſo ſtrict a Reſolution to follow Duty, 
ſomething abated it.---- He did not abſolutely deſpair, 
however; and knowing he had no Time to loſe, early 
the next Morning a Meſſenger from him ſaluted her 
with theſe Lines: 


To the For ever ador 'd AN AD EA. 


AN you then, O more than An gel, at the Ex- 


— of your whole Life's Peas; reſolve to bleſs 
the Man, who — it not in his Power to return one 1. 


of 72. * that 3 Store he muſt for ever find 

arms ? Can you be ſo ſevere- 
Þ inf 1 relentleſs to the Call Love? -. 
How ſmall was the Requeſt I made, and 00 not 
for my own, but your infinitely to me more valuxble 
ſake, that- you would, for a Time, à little Time, ſuſpend 
the cruel Bliſs deſigned him? _ think it 4 


Virtue to grant him all, while 1 
Thing I will not, however, bf fre my Sollicita- 
views: and though I have but 100 3 ro 


hope you will allow me that Liberty, intreat you will 


mit my Tongue to attempt that which my Pen has 
5 unable icy. noon . F beg you Ws ad allow me 
once to throw myſelf beneath your Feet, and if all I 
can then urge is ineſfectual to 7s move your Soul, will ne- 
2 Ak it more. wy — mo — — * will 
a take my everlaſting Fare wel e Eyes, thoſe ami- 
able 3 ſweet Enchantments, 2 a Moment do 
the Work 1 and ſhed an Influence never, ne- 
ver to be erax If my Preſence will be an Offence 
to him whom you are 0 2 1 to 1 26 my Viſit ſhall 
be private, or if you at the Houſe 
Fre where nd 2 Glas rf 1 
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call it) of becoming your Slave, and receiving theſe 

Wounds, which ſoon you 57 ind too in not to merit 
your Compaſſion. ---- If I am not hated by you, ---- 
255 Preſumption of. my Love declar d be a+ = Crime 4 
ond Forgiveneſs, deny not this laſt Requeſt to him, whom 
your Cruelty will ſhortly render unable to make more: 
Though, if there be Remembrance m the Grave, your 


Proſperity and Happineſs ſhall be the endleſs Wiſh of 
The Undone 
_ BLEsSSURE, 


War now became of the enamour'd Anadea ? 
How was it poſſible for a Heart ſo prepoſſeſſed as 
her's, to hold out in a Reſerve which was very near 
breaking the Strings which held ir. -- Through Fire, 
through all the Dangers that Imagination can invent, 
would ſhe have flown, once more to have ſeen the 
a dor d Object of her Affections: How then could ſhe 

deny herlalf that Happineſs, when preſſed to it by 
him with ſuch Tenderneſs? Yet ſtill the Conſequences 
that might attend this Meeting, for a Time repelled 
the Dictates of her Paſſion. But it was no more 
than a faint Struggle; Love ! all- conquering, all- O er- 
— Love! triumphed over every other Conſi- 
deration andthe conſented to his and her wen i. 
patient Wiſhes, in theſe Words: 


2 20 FOOTY 


Sx — Y you are þ phaſed fill to 7 fo 
— of Mind, is too obliging not to _—— 
7 utmoſt Efleem : I hag —— ut wy. 22954 
Manners to you, and Untindneſs to myſelf, r 
Honour Sls oh me of nfo el Fore 
may raiſe a Suſpicion, = I would avoid, chuſe' ra- 
1 8 wait your — 4 
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Converſation ſuck as yours is too improving, too agree- 
able, not to be accepted with the higheſt Satisfaction; 
and - you extremely wrong me, if you think I look on it 
as any other than the Effect of my ill Fortune, that E 
have it not in my Power to give you greater Proofs of 


7575 than the Grant of this nr 5h which tho* 


it may ſeem of lirtle Conſequence, might be dangerons, 
if the Fuſtice of my Reaſons were not ſufficient to bear 
down the Sophiſtry of all thoſe you are prepar d to give 
me, in Prejudice of that Duty I have ſworn to main- 
tain while I am, 


AN A DEA. 


P. S. I will be this Evening about Five at the ap= 
pointed Place. 


T Ht Count, as he had good Cauſe, now thought 
N his Point: He examined all her Letters 
again again, and found not one Word in any of 
them which ſeemed to expreſs a Diſlike of him, and 
in this laſt very much the contrary; and oo he 
was free from Vanity, could not forbear indulging 
himſelf with the Reflection, that it muſt be more: 
than an ordinary Eſteem and bare Civility which 
could influence a Woman of Anadea's reſerved Tem 

to act in the Manner ſhe did: And beginning to 
zope her Heart was of his Party, did not much 


doubt but he ſhould find NR to confute all 
e 


thoſe that Duty could 
Wiſhes. 4 

Fu LL. of Impatience, and ſome Mixture of Fears 
and Doubts, which yet were 1nfinitely greater on her 
Side than his, did both wait the expected Hour; 
which being arrived, they happened to go ſo exactly 
at the Hour, that they met each other at the Door.. 
Madamoiſelle De Flores (for ſo was that Lady calf) 
happening to be abroad, the Count, unwilling to loſe 
the Opportunity, took the Liberty of entreating her 
to walk into the Twilleries with him; which, ſhe ha- 


in Oppoſition to his 


ving gone this Length, made no Scruple of obliging. 


LS 
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him in. The Count in ſecret bleſs'd his good Stars, 
which had favour'd him with an Advantage he could 
not have hop'd for in that Lady's Houſe; for ſhe be- 
ing of a Coquette Humour, and beſide, not in the 
leaſt appris'd of the Reaſons of their coming, would 
have given him very little Time to entertain his 
ador'd Anadea in the Manner he deſir d; nor was ſhe, 
whoſe Gueſſes were the ſame with his, much lef 
fatisfy'd with the Accident. It not being the Time 
of the Day in which Company uſually walk, made 
the Place they were in extremely retir'd, and they 
had the good Fortune of meeting no Interruption.— 
I believe it would be but n to inform the Rea- 
der what kind of Converſation it was with which 
theſe two amiable Perſons entertain'd each other : By 
what has been already faid of the Violence of that 
Paſſion which influenc'd both their Souls, tis eaſy to 

— nothing was omitted on his Side that Love 
could inſpire, or Eloquence find Words for; and that 
ſhe having made this Condeſcenſion not out of a 
woman ſn Pride, or Fondneſs of hearing fine Things 
faid to her, but purely oblig d to it by the Force of 
an Inclination too powerful to be reſiſted, could not 
now reſtrain thoſe ſoft Emotions which had brought 
her thither with ſo much Artifice, but that he diſco- 
ver d enough to make him happy. ---- That Paſſion is 
| but weak which ſtands in need of the Language of 
the Tongue to make itſelf believ d: A thouſand 
Ways it {peaks ; each Look, each little Motion will 
betray it: In vain we wear the Mask of cold In- 
difference; in vain affect Reſerve and formal Di- 
ſtance: The inteſtine Flame breaks out the more, the 
more we would conceal it, burſts out in Sighs, and 
blazes in our Glances. ---- In ſpite of Anadea's Efforts 
to the contrary, the lovely Count read in her ſpark- 
ling Eyes the long d- for Secret, perceived the Toft 
Deſire glow on her blufhing Cheeks, and tremble in 
her faultering Accents. --- Wrapp'd in a Joy too vio- 
ent for Conſtraint, it was not in his Power to hide 

_ the mighty Tranſport ;---- He flew upon her, caught 
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her in his Arms, and half ſmothering her with eager 
Kiſſes, Which be raviſh'd from her Lips and Breaſt, 
ſoon let her know her Cautions had i nt} 
that he was conſcious of the Bleſſing he poſleſs'd, a 
triumph'd over the Chevalier in the nobleſt Part of 
her, her Soul. But with what Words is there a Poſſi- 
bility of repreſenting the Shame, the Confuſion of 
Anadea, at a Behaviour ſo different from that which 
ſhe expected, and fo much alter'd from that humble 
Awe with 'which he had at firſt approach'd her; 
but aſſuming, as much as ſhe could, an Air of Reſent- 
ment, ſhe reproach'd the unlicens d Liberty he had 
taken, in Terms as ſevere as her Heart would give 
her Leave to do; but though not altogether ſo harſh 
as would have proceeded from a Perſon to whom he 
was indifferent, yet they were ſuch as would have 
very much confounded him, if all the Time ſhe was 
ſpeaking them, the fame tender Symptoms already 
mention d, had not aſſur d him the Offence he had been 
guilty of was not too great to be forgiven. He 


entreated her Pardon, however, in Expreſſions as full 


of Humility as the moſt haughty of Sex could 
wiſh, and reiterated numberleſs Proteſtations, that en- 
courag'd Hope ſhould never tranſport him to tranſ- 
orels the Rules of Honour; and happening to fay 
that he would not, even in a Wiſh, violate that Re- 
ſpect which was his Duty to pay her, ſhe inſtantly 
catch'd at that Word, and interrupting him; No 
more ({aid ſhe) ſhall all the Perfections you are Maſter 
of oblige me to neglect that which 1 ought to pay 
to him that gave me Being: And whatever I may 
ſuffer by it, will find ſomg Pretence to haſten the Per- 
formance of my Promiſe to the Chevalier, leſt hereat- 
ter it ſhould not be in my Power to do it. --- She ut- 
ter d this with ſo much ſeeming Courage, that the 
Extaſy with which the Count ſo ately been ta- 
ken up, was not a little abated: But, alas! what are 
the Reſolutions of a Lover ? The ſmalleſt Gale of ten- 
der Sighs from the beloved Object puffs them away, 
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They parted not till he had prevailed. on her not on- 
Ty to recede from that cruel Determination of haſt ning 

intended Marriage, but alſo, inſtead of that, todo 
her utmoſt Endeavours to delay it, and in the mean 
Time, continue a Correſpondence with him by Let- 
ters, or otherways, according as Opportunity, and his 
Invention to find ſome Stratagem to procure him that 
Happineſs, ſhould permit her to allow it. 

WHEen once a Mind truly fir'd by Love is in pur- 
ſuit of the Gratification of its Wiſhes, no Reflections 
have the Force to put a ſtop. to. the Career, to damp 
the Joy of Hope, or quell the Anxieties of Doubt. 
The Count, tranſported with the Progreſs he had 
made on the Affections of Anadea, thought of no- 
thing but how he ſhould increaſe the Tenderneſs he 
found ſhe had for him, and raiſe it to a Pitch unable 
to deny him any Thing : Nor had he any Reaſon to 
deſpair that, having obtained ſo far of her as to ſu- 
Hens the Marriage with his Rival, he ſhould in a lit- 
tle Time prevail on her to put him in his Place, and 
gave himſelf up wholly to Joy. In what Manner 
the Marquis his Father would receive her as a 
Daughter, or how he would look on himſelf for ha- 
ving. made a Choice ſo far beneath what he deſigned 
for him, and without his Knowledge or Conſent; all 
this never came into his Thoughts, or if it did, it 
vaniſhed like a Vapour : Bleſs'd in his Love, he ſeem'd 
but little to regard the reſt, and left the Event to For- 
. tune to determine. 

_ Bur'it was not in this Manner the poor 4nadea 
made herſelf Reparation for the Inquietudes ſhe had 
ſuſtain d: She was now fd with more and greater 
than before; not that her Paſſion would not have 
enabled her to endure as much as his could do, and 
left her as little the Power of Conſideration for her- 
elf. Diſobedience to her Father, and Breach of the 
Promiſe ſhe had made ro the Chevalier, were Crimes 
. which grew leſs and leſs formidable: She could have 
been contented to have ſuffer d any Reproach, any 
_ Shame, any Puniſhment for Bleſſure; but the Appre- 


: 


Conſtancy in Diſtreſs. 229 

benſions of making him unfortunate; was the ſevereſt 
to her Soul. ---- She foreſaw a Train of Ills, 

the Conſequences of being his Wife; yet, by what 
the believed of his Paſſion, and was certain of her own, 
thought to become ſo, was unavoidable, without an 
imminent Hazard of Death or Diſtraction to them 
both. Thus did ſhe afli& herſelf; and the inward 
Agonies of her Mind immediately wrought ſuch an 
Alteration in her Looks, that feigning herſelf Sick, 
(which was the only Pretence ſhe could find out for 
delaying the Marriage with De Semar) none ſuſpect- 

ed it for any other than real. 

IT is hard to fay whether her Farher or the Che- 
valier was moſt concerned for her imagined Indiſpo- 
fition, -both loved her with an Tenderneſs, 
though in a different Manner ; and ſhe receiv'd ſo ma- 
ny Inſtances in that Time of this young Gentleman's 
Good Nature and Affection, that it very much added 
to her other Perturbations, that ſhe-was forc'd by a 
more prevailing Paſſion to deceive tim. 

A PaysSICIAN was ſent for to attend the fair 
Patient; but the Count being appriſed of his Name 
by Anadea, for that Purpoſe, by a private Billet, he 
made him a Viſit, and a Preſent too conſiderable, 
not to make the Perfon who received it wholly de- 
voted to his Intereſt, ---- After feeling her Pulſe, and 
the uſual Formalities on thoſe Occaſions, he told the 
old Gentleman and intended Bridegroom, who were 
impatiently waiting his Opinion, that the Lady was at 
preſent extremely Hl; and that he fear d all he could 
preſcribe for her Recovery would be of little Service 
without Change of Air. --- It was therefore wholly 
neceſſary for her Recovery, that ſhe ſhould be remo- 
ved, and adviſed to have her carry'd toward Verſailles, 
which he told them was a molt excellent Situation, 
work a perfol? Ore of the Mainly the ut per 
work a 0 ſhe at t 
hbour'd under. a 

Tut Doctor having done his Part, Anadea failed 
not — ed her Father, that ſhe had an 
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intimate Friend who had a Country Seat near Ver/ail- 
les; and that ſhe was certain not only of a Welcome 
there, but alſo of being taken greater Care of then 
ſhe could expect from a Stranger. The indulgent 


Parent heard the Propoſal with Satisfaction, and eve- 


Thing was ordered to be ready for her Re- 
2 all Expedition. Se fer in a 
Litter for Eaſe, the aſſiduous Chevalier attended 
her on Horſeback to the Place ſhe was to which 
being ſo {mall a Diſtance from Paris, made him the 


Eaſe make her a Viſit every Day. Unhappy Gentle- 


man ! he little thought how little welcome he 
was 


grown, and that he had left her in a Place where 
the Perſon who had ſupplanted him, would have the 


Ky. nn of being with her every Hour. 

| IT was to the Houſe of Madamoiſelle De Flores 
that the Counterfeit Indiſpos'd was carry d; and the 
Count, who had put this Stratagem into Anadea's 
Head, was lodged next Door. Had he thought fit to 
have entruſted that Lady with the Affair, or is goin 
into that Part of the Country, ſhe would do des 
have made him an Offer of being under the ſame 
Roof with his Miſtreſs; but he conſidered her as 
2 Woman not to be depended on in a Caſe ſuch as 
this and ſhe knew no- more than what was pub- 
lickly-believ'd, that Anades being really very Ill, was 
advilel to that Place, for the Benefit of the Air; and 
not being of a Temper to love Retirement, made an 
Excuſe, (which was received better than ſhe ima- 
gined) that having ſome great Buſineſs in Town, it 


was impoſſible for her to be at Verſailles herſelf. The 


-Lovers by this Means had all the Opportunity ima- 


of entertaining one another. The Count was 
ever from her, and pretending to the Servants 


ot Madamoiſelle De Flores, that he was a Perſon 


who the Phy ſicians had appointed to attend her, was 
not at all ſuſpected for any other than what he ſeem- 


ed. Thus it went on for ſeveral Days; but the im- 
patient Bleſſure putting her in mind that it would be 


impoſſible 
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impoſſible -to carry on the Deceit much - longer ; 
ind that then ſhe would be forced to; the Arms of 


the Chevalier, at laſt won her to conſent to end his 


Fears, by yielding to be his Wife.---- This Grant ob- 
tained, he eaſily found Means to a Prieſt into 
the Houſe, who for a Fee, like that he gave the Phy- 
fician, tied the indiſſoluble Knot, and with as little 
Difficulty concealed himſelf in her Chamber, and 
when all the Family were huſh'd, and there remain- 
ed no 
licity he ſo ardently had languiſh'd for. - She was 


now his own; ſhe who was hardly brought to 
make a Breach in her Duty to a Parent, would not - 


be guilty of a Sin againſt it to her Husband : He de- 
manded the full Poſſeſſion of her Charms the next 
Night, and the next after that, and ſo on; and ſhe 
was too obedient to refuſe, in ſpite of the Riſque of 


poſſibly fall out, to the Deſtruction ot that Scheme 
they had laid and agreed to follow, never to reveal 
their 


Marriage till the Death of the Marquis De Bleſ- 


ſure. The Bride, however, was not without her 
Fears, and in midſt of all thoſe Raptures which at- 


tend reci Affection, rais'd to be the moſt eleva- 


ted Height that human Nature can ſuſtain, ſhe would 
on a ſudden ſtart, and imagine ſhe heard ſomebody 
in the Room, or liſtening at the Door. Nor did 
her Ap fions deceive her: An old Maid, who 
was a ſort of a Governante over the reſt of the Ser- 
vants, happening to ſit up latter than ordinary, fancy'd 
ſhe heard ſomething like the Murmurs of a Voice in 
Anadea's Chamber, which unfortunately was direct- 
ly under that in which ſhe was: She had before ſome 

ttle Suſpicion on the too conſtant Attendance which 
the Count paid his ſuppos'd Patient, and eaſily per- 
ceiving that of whatever fort her Diſtemper was, ĩt 
was not dangerous enough S yſician al- 
ways preſent, was refolved to be ſatisfy d of the 
Truth. She ſtole ſoftly down Stairs, and was per- 
fectiy convine d there was ſomebody in the Room 


of Interruption, conſummated that Fe- 


a Diſcovery, which by ſuch repeated Ventures might * 


- 
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beſide Anadea, becauſe ſhe heard two Voices, tho? 
me could not diſtinguiſh what they faid; ------ 
She kept cloſe Watch, however, went not to Bed all 
Night, and early in the Morning {aw him go out at 
a little back Gate which opened into the Fields, and 
ſhut it ſoftly after him, as was his Cuſtom, before any 
of the Family were ſtirring. This Creature, who had 
a greater Share of Honeſty than Good Nature, and was 
more ſcrupulous than wiſe, thought Concealment of 
an Affair, ſuch as ſhe fancied this was, a Sin, and 
immediately writ her Lady an Account of all ſhe had 
diſcovered. --- Madamoilelle De Flores, though ſhe was 
no Enemy to Intrigue, could not forgive it in a Per- 
fon who made not choice of her for a Confidante, 
and failed not to whiſper it in all Company ſhe came 
into! The Report ſpread fo far (as Scandal is always 

induftrious) that it came to the Ears of ſome of 
 * .Chevalier's neareſt Friends and Relations, who being 
not very well pleas'd at hismarrying withouta Fortune, 
— of this Occaſion to expreſs their Diſlike. 
- They acquainted him with what had been told them, 
with all the vating Circumſtances imaginable : 
But his good Opinion of Anadea's Virtue was too 
deeply rooted for this Aſperſion to remove: He 
was ſo far from giving Credit to it, that he proteſted, 
whoever endeavoured. to impoſe on his Belief in that 
Manner he would look on as his mortal Enemy, and 
avoid as he would Hell, --- It had, perhaps, reſted here, 
i one of the Perſons who were his Informers had 
not added, that he had it from the Mouth of Madamoi- 
elle De Flores, to whoſe Houſe his imaginary virtuous 
Lady had retired, under pretence of Sickneſs, but in 
reality to meet her Gallant with greater Privacy. ---- 
This ſo nettled him, that he went that Moment to 
wait on that Lady; not that he yet believ'd the Ac- 
cuſation, or that ſhe had reported it, but to oblige 
ber to confute a Falſhood, of which ſhe was ſaid to 
be the Author. ----- But with what Words can I 
&t torth the Confuſion of this ſurpris d aſtoniſh'd 
Lover, when he heard her frankly mo 
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been told, for Truth, and was by her ſhewed the Lets 
ter which her Maid had writ? - He ſtamp'd about 
the Room, tore his Hair, rav'd like one diſtracted, 
knew not what to think, ---- nor how to proceed to 
find the fatal Certainty of what he now begs to 
fear. ---- At laſt (for what is ſo ingenious as Femal 
Malice in Invention !) ſhe told him ſhe would put him 
in a Way to prove the Diſhonour of her whom he 
eſteemed ſo virtuous. -:- I dare ſo much rely ( ſaid 
ſhe) on the Integrity of my Servant, that I will write 
2a Letter to her, of which, if you think fit, you ſhall 
yourſelf, in ſome Diſguiſe, e Bearer: She ſhall con- 
ceal you in the Houſe, till you have an O unity 
of making your own Eyes the Witnefles of what ſhe 
has alledged, The Chevaliar extremely approv'd of 
this Advice, but as to the Diſguiſe, told her it need- 
ed not; for it being cuſtomary for him to go thither 
every Day, it was but his tarrying there, after he had 
taken Leave, and watching the Approach of this 
happy Favourite. --- That is true, indeed, (replied the 
Lady ;) I had forgot: - But I would caution you not to 
take the leaſt Notice of this to the old Gentleman, 
who, though a perfect honeſt Man, may do much to 
fave a Daughter's Character. He will certainly 
ſend to appriſe her of it, and make her on her 
Guard. To convince you that I will not (reſum d 
the Chevalier) I will not leave your Houſe till I take 
Horſe for Verſailles: If you pleaſe, therefore, to pre- 
pare my Credentials to your Maid, my Servant 
in the mean Time ſhall get my Horſes ready. 
Every Thing being thus agreed on, ſhe-immediately 


went to her Cloſer, and writ theſe Lines, which ſhe 


read to him before ſhe ſeal'd it. 


To FLAviILLA, | 
T lies on you to prove the Truth of what wes 

—— Anadea. This Gentleman be 

Fit. Conceal him in the Houſe, unknown to any 2 
8 4 
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you would eſcape the Puniſhment due to: Traducers, or 
| pry F of your Lure. 8 


DE * 


Tuts was writ in a dane ſo aſſur d and cer- 
tain, that he almoſt doubted whether he need ſeek a 
farther Confirmation; but the Charms of Anadea 
raiſing in his Soul a Flood of Tenderneſs, told him he 
t to have the utmoſt Proof e' er he believ'd her 
Ity ʒ and away he went towards Verſailles, with 
which never had accompany'd him before: 
But when he arriv'd there, and came into the Preſence 
of Anadea, how hard was it for him to retain thoſe 
Suſpicions Madamoiſelle De Flores had inſpir d him 
With; but b Work on the ** Proof, he made 
a ſhort Viſit, and Letter to the Servant, 
and examining her on this Occaſion, grew more fear- 
ful than before, that he ſhould find all he had been 
told too juſt. The informing Servant, as it behov d 
her, was now doubly dili —* her Watch; ſhe faw 
the Perſcn enter, 1 _— — ſhould go 
to Bed betimes, that he might venture to ſtay _ 
the more Security : --- And every Thin ing being order 
proper for the Deſign, it had the Eff 
pected and wiſh'd ; ---- and in the Dead of the Night, 
when the endearing Pair thought themſelves moſt 
Happys moſt ſecure, they were on a ſudden fſurpris'd 

Shrieks, and a great Cry of Thieves. The 
watchful Spy began i it, and in a Moment the frighted 
Servants took the Alarm, ſtarted Tom their Beds, and 
echo d round the Houle the Norſe:— Here, ( aid ſhe, 
running towards the Chamber of Anadea,) here the 
Villains broke in: Where, where? cry'd one. How 
many are they? bawl'd' out another: -— Ring the 
Bell, aid a Third: Who ſhall venture to the Turret? 
tejoin'd a different Voice : --- All was in an Uproar, 
every one in Confuſion. --- The Count, equally diſtracted 


| between the Care of preſerving gd, Ferſon, = 


Demonſtration. ---- Negled it not, if 
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her Honour, knew not what was beſt to do in this 
Extreniity but ju Jumping out of the Bed on the firſt 

ing of the Noiſe, made a ſhift to get ſome Part 
of his Cieaths on, before, under pretence of ſearching 
for the Rufhans, they burſt the Door open. ---- The. 
Lights which ſome of them had in their Hands, gave 
to the amaz d Chevalier not only a Confirmation of 
his Misfortune, but the Knowledge of his Rival: He 
had frequently ſeen Bleſſure; and though the Habit he 
was then in- was plain, and Bur dieren from what 
he wore when 49 appear'd himſelf, yet the Features 
of his Face could not be diſguis d from him whoever 
had been Witneſs of their uncommon. Beau , "Gay 
in this Diſcovery he had the Acvanta of Mien, for 
the Comnt think) no other than that there were 
really Thieves in the Houſe cry'd out to them to <q 


— an not rige: r E if there were Riimals, 


would join with them in the Search. None but 
what is in ths Room, (interrupted fiercely the Cheva- 
ber : ) Youare the Villain we purſue ; and hadſt thou 
ten Lives, they all in E 
of that Lady's Honour. ---- He not finiſſid thoſe 
Words, when Anadea giving a great Shriek, cry d out, 
Ah, we are betray'd ! —— your Life, my 
Lord | --- How! Is it ſo? (reſum d Bleſſure.) Thus, 
then, I retort the Villain back to him that gave it. 
There was no farther Room for Speech; the Fury 
with which both were poſſeſs d, lett neither of ther 
the Power of making that Uſe of their Weapons which 
is taught in Schools, and running at each other with 
equal Violence, both of them receiv'd Wounds, which 
either of them would have had Skill to parry, had the 
Cauſefor which they fought been of leſs Conſequence. --- 
But that which the Cone gave to the Chevalier, took 
away all Occaſion for a ſecond ; the unhappy Gentle- 
man inflantly fell dead oh the Place. And all this was 
over in ſo ſhort a Time, that the Servants, confounded 
and unable to gueſs the Meaning of what they ſaw, 
had not the Means of preventing it, though they had 
of 3 the Count, by the Orders of that _ 

Wen 
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Wench, whoſe Officiouſneſs had been the Cauſe of this 
Scene of Woe. 

Wuar was now the Horror, the Diſtraction of 
Anadea ! ſcarce could they, who had compaſſionate 
Souls enough to endeavour it, keep Life in her. 
She faw the Man, who by her Father's Command, and 
her own ſolemn Promiſe, ought to have been her 
Husband, lie dead before her ;--- kilPd by him whom 
her inconſiderate Paſſion had led her to marry, in ſpite 
of Duty or Pre- engagement. But that, though ter- 
rible, was not the greateſt and moſt ſhocking Part of 
her Calamity :--- Her dear Bleſſure, her ador'd, adorin 
Bridegroom, was torn from her; ſhe knew not w 
whither, or if not near the fame Condition to which 
he had reduc'd his Rival.- - She faw him hurt, — ſhe 
beheld his precious Blood 2 for her ſake, and was 
deny d the Privilege of binding up his Wounds, --- of 
Pn. > or conſulting what was beſt to be done 
for their common Intereſt or Safety. But when 
Morning came, ſhe was eas'd of ſome Part of the Di- 
lemma ſhe was in; one of the Servants told her that 
Horſes being got ready, ſhe-muſt prepare to attend to 
Paris the Body of the Chevalier, with that Gentleman, 
(for as yet they knew not who the Count was,) who 
had fo cruelly murder'd him, there to give an Account 
of their Actions, and by what Means this Misfortune 
was brought about. --- To. hear that her dear Lord was 
not ſo dangerouſly wounded as her Fears for him had 


ſuggeſted, gave an inexpreſſible Alleviation to the 


Torments ſhe had endur d; and though there were 
yet many remaining Reaſons of Diſquiet, ſhe ſupported 
them with a Fortitude, which till then ſhe knew not 
- herſelf ſhe was Miſtreſs of. What moſt try'd her 
Patience, was, that during the Time of their little 
Journey, ſhe could not be admitted to ſpeak to the 
Count, who being bound and pinion'd, was put into 
the Litter with the dead Body of the Chevalier; and 
the mounted behind one of the Servants, was oblig d 
to ride, encompaſs d by a Crowd of People, 3 
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a Guard;about her, at a good Diſtance from the Trea- 
ſure of her Soul. 770% | 
Ar their Arrival in Paris, the Count was imme- 
diately known; and the Diſcovery of his Quality made 
thoſe to whoſe Cuſtody he was deliver'd, oblig'd to 
uſe him with more Civility than thoſe Ruſticks had 
done, who before had the Charge of him. However, 
the Fact being plainly proved upon him by a great 
Number of Witneſſes, he was, by the Magiſtrates ap- 
ply'd to for that Purpoſe, committed to cloſe Con- 
finement. --- Anadea, though carry'd to no other Place 
than her Father's Houſe, was not more at Liberty ; 
all was now diſcover'd ; her Diſlike of the Chevalier, 
her pretended Indiſpoſition to avoid marrying him, her 
Paſſion for the Count, every Particular of the Tranſ- 
action by this Accident laid open. Nothing was a 
Secret, but that ſhe was his Wife; and that, no Re- 
roaches, no Shame, no Terrors, could draw from 
— not doubting, but if that were known, it would 
incenſe the Marquis and others of his Relations ſo far 
inſt him, that they would take but little Care to 
him from the Proſecutions the Friends of the 
Chevalier would make againſt him. 
BL ESS UR E, in the mean time, was not idle in 
his Impriſonment ; having obtain d his dear Anadea, he 
thought Life, and the Poſſeſſion of her, a Bleſſing too 
t to part with, if by any Means to be preſerv d. 
flex neglected nothing therefore that might be of Service 
to him ; and the extraordinar tfhcations he was 
Maſter of, join d to the ſweeteſt and moſt affable Diſpo- 
ſition in the World, had rais'd him ſo many Friends, 
that, with the Intereſt his Father had with the King, 
gave him great Hopes of a Pardon. The old Marquis, 
as tis not to be thought otherwiſe, came from his 
Villa immediately to Paris, on the firſt News of this 
Mistortune, and left no Means untry'd to fave his only 
and beloved Son ; but all his Sollicitations promis'd him 
but little Succeſs, and he was ready to fall into De- 
ſpair, when he was ſent tor by Madam De la Roche, 
This Lady was at that Time one of the King's moſt 


238 The Fatal Secret : Or, 


favourite Miſtreſſes : She had a Daughter, on whoſe 
Heart the Charms of young Bleſſure had made the moſt 
ſenſible Imp which ——.— by her 
Mother, who tenderly loved her, ſhe doubted not but 
the Marquis would think a Pardon for his Son a ſuf- 
ficient Dower, if there had been no other Motives 
to induce his Conſent to the Match; but withal, ſhe 
-was not only a great Fortune, but alſo a celebrated 
Beauty. It was with an inexpreſſible Joy the old Mar- 
quis liſten d to the Propoſal ; and promiſed for his Son 
every Thing they deſir d. In fine, all being agreed on, 
M De la Roche went immediately to the King, 
threw herſelf at his Feer, and intreated this Proof of 
his Affection with ſo much Zeal and Tenderneſs, that 
ſhe ſucceeded; and before the 2 who had ſtaid 
ſome Time to entertain his defign'd Daughter- in- Law, 
had left her Houſe, return'd with the ſo- much. deſpair d- 
of Pardon in her Hand. The Tranſport ot a Father 
for the Life of an only Child, may better be imagin'd 
| 'd; and after making thoſe Retributions to 
the Lady which ſuch an Obligation demanded, it was 
conchuded them, that they ſhould po all toge- 
ther to the Baſtile, and overjoy him with the News 
of Life, and Liberty reſtor d, who by this Time began 
to think of nothing leſs. -- The Sight of theſe two 
Ladies, one of whoſe Sentiments he was not unac- 
quainted with, gave him ſome little Suſpicion of the 
Truth; and he receiv d the tulations they made 
Him on his Pardon with a Coldneſs which ſurpris'd 
every body, becauſe he doubted not but there was a 
Price requir d for it, which he was utterly unable to 
pay. It was not long before he was confirm'd in 
this Conjecture, his Father taking young Madam De 
ia Roche by the Hand, and preſenting her to him, it 
is not (ſaid he) for Life alone that you are in- 
diebted to this Lady, but for a much greater Bleſſing, 
her Love: Through all the Diſadvantages of that Cha- 

rafter your criminal Acquaintance with Anadea has 
drawn on you, the finds ſomething in you to 2 
"Av 


prove = "Tis your Part therefore to endeavour 


"OHA ASGBAvclu wp AAS 45 eo ww 2288 OO M@St AHA AHA 0 ow ww 


ail wCOL EAA gp OONRhOAaOGocs gy oOoTOaOfpn TD SGS Ka A 1+ 5 > £© 


Conftancy in Diſtreſ#.- 239 


ſerye her Goodneſs, and by _ future Behaviour ex- 
m_ the paſt. --- Though the firſt Moment of 
ce, d Count had expected a Salutation 
Ai Nature, the Mention of Anadea with Diſho- 
nour, gave him a Shock he was not arm d againſt, -- 
He redden'd extremely, and with a Voice which ex- 
preis d the utmoſt Diſcontent, -— If, my Lord, (re- 
5 be,) you would have me think the Tidings you 
eſſential to my Happineſs, you will not name 
— Lady in an Affair, Which, if truly reported, would 
not be to the Diſadvantage of her Fame. — How ! 
(interrupted the Marquis, fiercely,) not to the Diſadvan- 
tage of her Fame ? Were there not a Train of Evi- 
dences to prove her Fault? - Did not all the Family 
of Madamoiſelle De Flores depoſe the ſhameful Truth? 
Is not the whole World appris'd of it? — If it were 
ſo, (reſumed the Count, with equal Warmth,) if all 
they have 3 Lesen hugs the Nays ought to be 
mine; t Peop 0 by Appearances: ==v 
This Air may not be w ——_— ſeems ,---- 

Tart te had roſe much higher than it aid, if 
Madam De Roche 255 not run — the — 
grow! ignation, telling not to 
Ee ihe Concern his Son ox — 
rather a Proof of Honour to vindicate that of a Lady 
who lov'd him, than the contrary; and that if he 
would oblige ber, he ſhould mention it no more. — 
You ſce, (reſum d he,) r to che 
Goodneſs of this Lady ; and I hope you will give a 
„ 
upon, ying to — Im in an- 
fmer'd the — 0 gloomily) indebted paſt Power of 
„but ſhall endeavour it. You-muſt, (inter- 
rupted his Father.) In what 1 can, I will, my Lord, 
(rejoined the other.) With theſe Words, 3 
taking De la Roche by the Hand, the 
Count to do the fame b Tee Sug 
went into the Coach. EE 
the 1075 Aran Pro's lain th 
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Ir was to the Houſe of Madam De la Roche that 
the Coach was order d to drive; where he was ſoon 
made acquainted with the Hiſtory of the Misfortune 
he fear d.— The Marquis, after relating at full the 
Obligations he had to that Lady, told him what he 
had promis'd in his Name, and that he muſt reſolve 
in a very few Days to make her his Wife. The 
Perplexity the Count was in, in what Manner he 
ſhould reply, depriv'd him, for ſome Moments, of 
the Power of doing it; which Heſitation inflami 
the arbitrary Nature of the paſſionate Marquis: A 
is the Command I give you, (ſaid he,) ſuch as can 
poſſibly occaſion a Demur, whether you ſhould obey, 
or not? ---- If not all this Lady's Charms have Force 
to influence you, to accept her as the - choiceſt Gift 
of Heaven; if all ſne has done for you is not enough 
to excite your Gratitude, you are not now to 
told, that my Will is of itlelf ſufficient to force you 
to Compliance. ---- Not to an Impoſſibility, as this 
perhaps may be, (replied the Count : ) But, however, 
(continu'd he, bowing with all Humility,) nothing 
can make me fo truly miſcrable, as being conſtrain d 
to appear guilty of a Failure in that Duty I owe your 
Lordſhip, or Ingratitude to Perſons I am ſo highly 
oblig'd to, as I am to theſe Ladies. I beg, there- 
fore, - — Lap for een ha yo 4 
a ou at your ings, Ca- 
— to prove mylelk obedient. Wir theſe Words 
be went out of the Room. But as the Marquis was 
riſing from his Chair, more enraged than before, with 
an Intention to ſtop him, Madam De Ia Roche, tho 
but little atisfied with his Behaviour in reality, ſeem d 
to excuſe it, and told him, that ſhe did not in the leaſt 
queſtion, but when he reflected on the Advantages there 
were in a Marriage with her Daughter, he would readily 
| h aſſent to the Propoſal; and entreated he would 
6 atleaſt, till he heard his Anſwer. The young 
Lady could not ſo well conceal her Reſentment; 
"her Bluſhes, and the Sighs which iſſued from her 
Breaſt, in ſpite of her Efforts to 1 
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dos'd it plain. All this little Company had their 
Share of Diſquiets, and utterly unable to ſay any 
thing which might be of Comfort to each other, 
broke up much ſooner than they delign'd. ---- The | 
Ladies remain d at home to indu ge their ſeveral Diſ- 
contents, and the Marquis retir d to his Lodgings to 
wait the coming of his Son. ---- But that young 
Gentleman had a Diſtreſs of Soul which his Father, 
unknowing of his Reaſons, and alſo of a Nature not 
very tender, was far from conceiving. ---- The Mo- 
ment he left the Houſe of Madam De {a Roche, he 
went to Anadea, whom he had never ſeen ſince the 
fatal Night of his being ſurpris d with her in the 
Manner already repreſented, and whom he now found 
in a Confuſion, and Depth of Sorrow, which heigh-. 
tend his own. ---- The Reader will eaſily believe, 
this unhappy Lady had endur'd ail that can be ima- 
gin d of ſoul-rending Reproaches, which a Father 
could utter! in the Diſtraction of Thought for the 
imagin'd Diſhonour of a belov'd Child: But all ſhe 
ſuffer d from her Shame, and from what ſhe knew 
he felt, could not prevail on her to reveal what fl.c 
believ'd might be prejudicial to her dear 7 — 
la fine, the Senſe of theſe Misfortunes ſtruck ſo deep 
an Impreſſion on the Mind of this Gentleman, who 
valued the Honour of his Family above his Life, thet 
in a few Days he broke his Heart: But not even to 
him in the Agonies of Death could prevail on her to dit- 
cloſe the S cret, and he left the World with an Opinion 
ot her Guilt. It was not an Hour after he was no more, 
that ſhe was told Count Bleſſure was come to viſit her. 
The Surpriſe, tlie Extaſy of Joy which ſeiʒ d her Spirits 
at hearing he was at Liberty, immediately ſucceeding as 
exceſſive a one of Grief, was very near throwing her in- 
tothe fame Condition with her Father: She {woon'd at 
Sight of him, and when ſherecover'd, had not for ſome 
Timethe Power of Speech: But what her Tongnedeni- 
ed, her Arms made Reparation for. ---- She fell on his 
Neck, and graſpd him with convulſive Strainings 
which made him fear their Violence would be fatal. 
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W ren the firſt Emotions of their mutual Tranſport: 
admit of cooler Converſations, he recounted to 
her all that had paſſed ſince the Time of their Separation: 
But when he came to that Part which made men- 
tion of Madam De la Roche, ſhe diſcover d ſo viſible 
a Diſorder, that he was oblig d to give over the Dif 
courſe, and reaſſure her with ten thouſand Endear- 
mente, and Vows of an eternal Fidelity, before he 
could reliore the faded Colour to her ks. After 
a Conſultation what was beſt to be done, it was 
at laſt agreed, ſtil} to preſerve the Secret of their Mar- 
riage, and that he ſhould lay the Blame of his refuſing 
the Propoſal made by Madam De la Roche on want 
of Inclination, rather than a Pre- it, —— The 
ore, he thought, might gain him Time; but a Con- 
feſſion of the other ſeem d to promiſe nothing but 
immediate Ruin. ---- He knew his Father's ayaricious 
Diſpoſition too well, to imagine he would ever con- 
ſent to his eſpouſing any Woman, who had not a 
Fortune equal to his own, much leſs would he for- 
give the bringing Anades into his, whom he hated, 
not only for her narrow Circumſtances, but alſo for an 
old Grudge between their Families. All this, though 
with an infinite Regret, did the tender Husband re- 
preſent to his afflicted Wife, who, in ſpite of the 
Shocks it Fe her M „and conſcious Virtue, 
to be look d on as a Miſtreſs, conſented with a ſeem- 
ing Chearfulneſs ; ſince to clear her Reputation muſt 
be the undoing of him, who was. infinitely dearer 
We le e eee But to make 
herſelf a little more at caſe than ſhe had been, while 
amidſt the daily Reproaches of thoſe who 
to be her Friends, and the Taunts and little Jeſts of 
Creatures, who pretended to value themſelves on their 
undiſcovered Vices, ſhe propoſed to.retire : She told 
the Count that ſhe would leave Paris, and changi 
her Name, make choice of ſome Place for her e 
where ſhe was wholly a Stranger, till the Death, ot 
the relentleſs Marquis, or ſome other Accident, ſhould 
uppen, which ender it not a. Misfortune to 
mn |  acknow- 
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acknowledge her his Wife. She remember d, that in 
her Journey to Verſailles, ſhe had gone through a ve- 
but ſolitary Place, called St. Clou, and be- 
ing unknown to every Body there, told him, ſhe 
thought ſhe could not make a fitter Choice. He was 
extremely pleaſed with the — and to ſtrengthen 
her in it, added, that being un wn, he mig t vi- 

frequently, and with greater Liberty, 
to do in Paris, W there were 
who. would be continually re- 
hing to his Father. The Affair be- 
he took leave with leſs Diſſatis faction 


E 


mg 


chan he would: have done, and went to the Marquis 
with more haſte than he would have done, could he 


have gueſs d at the Reſolutions form? inſt his 
Happineſs. ---- He had no ſooner enter d the Room, 
where his Father with the utmoſt Impatience ex- 
him, than he began to queſtion him in this 

; =--- will not ask you, (ſaid he,) whether 
2 — 09a ve — — 
; yau are enough acquainted with your to 
— — than thoſe Remork for 
but a ſeeming Neglect of it: But I would know, 
and I command you to inform me, what Reaſons made 
You, not with the Pleaſure I expected, receive the 
Condeſcenſions of Madam De la Roche. The Count, 


am .cer- 
tain that my Eyes have not ſufficiently the Power ot 
Diſſimulation, not to inform her my Diſlike of her 


made me guilty, and will ſtill keep me ſo, of Diſ- 
obedience io your Will. -- Howy] will keep you ſo? 
(eryd abe incen: d Marquis.) — Pardon, my Lord, 
( reſurmed be, throwing himſelf on his Knees, ) pardon 
your ing Son, who owns his Crime, but has 
not the Means of Reparation. —= Tis irreſiſtible over- 

YES" / M 2 | ruling 
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. ruling Fate that oontradicts your Will, and fixes in my 

Nature an Averſion ſo ſtrong, as even your Commands, 
tho' ever ſacred to me, have not the Power toſbake. 
"Tis falſe, (replied the other, moreenraged.)'tis falſe: This 

counter feit Humility may cheat aGirl; but uſed to me, 
gives double Provocation ;---*Tis not your Averſion for 

adam De la Roche, but Love for Anadea, emboldens 
you thus to dare my Fury :---- Thar Socereſs has be- 
witch'd you-from your Duty, your Intereſt ; but will 
ber proſtituted Charms repair your Loſs of me? 
Has ſhe the Power to 8 Curſes into Bleſ- 
ſings? For Curſes numberleſs, and only Curſes ſhall be 
your Portion, if He was . ,. when the 
Count, to whom theſe Words were worie than Death, 
catching faſt hold of his Knees, conjur'd his Pity and 
Forgiveneſs in Terms fo tender, that had the Father 
been influenced by any part of that Good Nature his 
Son was fo prodigiouſly ſtor d with, he muſt have 
been moved by it: But fiery, obſtinate, and cruel 
in his Diſpoſition, he was ſo far from ſeeming touch'd, 
that finding there was no Hope of compaſſing his 
Intem ions either by Force or Perſwaſion, never was 
Fury. more tempeſtuous than his: He branded Ana- 
dea with all the Names of Intamy that Malice can 
invent; _ a his r Heaven 
and Earth. But y B 8 in 2 1 
and ſteddy Faith, nr. 1 — tho ſhocked, the 


dreadful Storm; and believing his Preſence would be far 


nom allay ing it, d leave to retire. No, (ſaid the 
Marquis,) you ſha ] find you are a Priſoner ſtill; and 
with theſe Words, giving a great Stamp with his 
Foot, in ruſhed five or fix Fellows, entire Strangers 
to young Bleſſure, and who by their Looks, in any 
otlier Place than his Father's Lodgings, he would ra- 
ther have taken for Aſſaſſines, than to be of any other 
Profeſſion : But the Murquis leaving him no room 
for Conjecture, with a Look which ſufficiently de- 
noted the implacable Indignation of his Soul, cry d 
out, It is to theſe Perſons I ſhall now reſign the Au- 
thority I ought to have over you; and ſince you are 


weary 
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weary of a Father's Power. will try how you can 
—_ Obedience to that of others. Go, (continued 

he, | if poſſible, more ſterniy than before,) bear him 
to Baniſhment, and let me ſee his Face no more, till 
Time and Penitence have wath'd away the Remem- 
brance of his Crime. This was all he faid ; and 
ing haſti] Agr his Cloſet, ſhut the Door after him, 
and would liſten to nothin — Count was about to 
offer; who altogether unable to gueſs what was de- 
ſign'd for hin, ch thought it —. way 1 when 
thus treated, to make Reſiſtance, and did it with 
ſuch Fury, that he wounded two or three of theſe 
Fellows, before they could diſarm him: But his Fa- 
ther's Servants coming in to their A ſſiſtance, at laſt he 
was over- powered, and forced into a Coach; which 
being guarded on each fide, made it impoſſible for him 
to.eicape. +--- They made the beſt of their Way to 
the next Sea-Port Town, whence, with the firſt fair 
Wind. they were to embark for what Place ſoever 
the Ship was bound; the Marquis having no other 
pk to ſeparate him ranks Anadea, not doubr- 
that Time and Ablence would make an Al- 
teration in his Humour; 
Tua afflicted Lady, ide at Time, was pre- 
paring to leave Pari; and having heard of a Place, 
the agreeable Solitude of which ſeemed to ſuit her 
preſeat Circumſtances, was impatient to be gone: 
She waited for nothing but a Viſit from Bleſſure, that 
ſhe * inform him where ſhe was going ; but 
nor hearing from him as ſhe expected, 
es Berk and at the Return of her 
Meſſenger, was — d of ſuch News as was very 
near depriving her of her Senſes: All his Retinue be- 
ing removed, the People of the Houle {aid he was gone 
to Travel, towhat Place they knew not; but that ſome 
of the Margquis's Servants, who came for his Bag- 
ge, had told them, That not being perfectly well 
Nied with a March his Father had propos'd,” and 
mewhat diſcontented at the Death of the.Chevalier 
8 killed by his Hand in a diſhonourable 
M 3 Cauſe 
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Cauſe, he reſolved in foreign Climes to endeavour to 
obliterate the Memory of what had been ſo prejudi- 
eial to his Fame and Peace of Mind at home. This 
was, indeed, the publick Rumour; and among all 
who heard it, there was not one who imagi his 
Departure had any other Motive than what was re- 
ported. Anadea doubted not of the Truth, and fell 
into ſo violent a Deſpair, that it is to be wonder d at, 
that ſhe ſought not forcibly to rid herſelf of a Life, 
which promiſed her nothing but Miſery : But he 
was reſerved to know Misfortunes of a deeper Dye, 
than even her wild Fancy, black as it was, could re- 
eſent; and not all the Horror ſhe endur d in a Be- 
lief that her dear Bleſſure was the falſeſt, baſeſt, and 


with Trees of ſo vaſt a 
without 


e know there was any . — 


tion there. Belind it, there was 
altogether deſolate and ; and it was t 
ſhe the moſt part of her melancholy 

indulging Woe, and ſoothing Miſery ; and had 
Way of Life continued, *tis probable, «Sq Ha- 
bitude of. numbing Grief, ſhe m 
laſt as inſenſible as the Rocks Woods to which 


Bur now the dreadful Time drew nigh, which 
5 as to conſummate ber Life, and her Misfortunes: She 
believ d not that it was in the Power of Fate to mike 
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her more wretched than ſhe was, and in the Height 
of Defpair, had almoſt challenged Heaven to add ano- 
ther Woe to thoſe ſhe already felt! But, alas! ſhe 
was too ſoon convinced of the Folly of fuch an in- 
conſiderate Daring :-—- She was not to leave the 
World without knowing, that there were Horrors to 
T 3 beyond what yet ſhe had any No- 
on of ! 
 ReTvRNING one Evening from thoſe ſhady 
Receſſes, where ſhe was accuſtomed” to Both her 
Sorrows, ſhe was ſurpriſed with the Sight of ſevetal 
new Gueſts in the Houſe : ---- He who appeared the 
Chief, was laid down on a Couch in the Parlour, 
aud two or three Men ſeemed very bufy about him ; 
but how employed, or who they were, ſhe was 
too much taken up with her uſual Meditations, to 
ire. But ſhe had not been above half an Hour 
in Chamber, before the Woman of the Houſe 


came up to her, and deſired ſhe would come down 
to Supper; which ſhewas eee to refuſe, on the 


Account of thoſe , when the 


good Landlady, interru erin her toll her, that it was 


on the Account of thoſe Strangers that ſhe muſt not 

1 {aw on my - 
aid is a very great His Servants tel 2 

1 called the Nds De Bleſſure. . Hap nin 

he this 1 dn, he had the Misfortune of a Fall [foi 

his Horſe; and my Houſe being the neareſt, he was 


brought hither, and will tay till he bas recover d the 


Bruizes he receiv'd in this unlucky Accident. ---- He 
fv you paſs through the Parlour, (added ſhe,) and I 
believe is fallen in Love with you; for he has asked a 
thodfand ' Queſtions about you, and begs, in finer 
Words than I'know how to ſpeak, that he may have 
the Honour of 8 pany. Come, come, (con- 
tinued ſhe, per Anadea made no Anſwer) you 
ruſt not 1 ou don't know your own In- 
tereſt, if exp th Ne m Word for it, you have 
ſnapped his Heart: And I am feldom miſtaken, 
_ eſpeciallyin Things of „ Fou may make 
4 your 


* 
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.. your Fortune, if you will. All the latter Part of this 
2 Diſcourſe was loſt on her to whom it was 


reſſed: L To hear the Marquis De Bleſſwre was b 
ſo odd an Accident brought into the ſame Houls 


with her, and that he expreſſed a Liking to her, "A 


pear'd fo whimſical an Effect of Fortune, that 


could not Help thinking it promiſed ſomething very 


extr20rdinary. ---= She knew he had never {cen her 
as Anadea, and hop'd in the, Character ſhe now bore, 


. ſhe ſhould be able to draw ſomething from him in 


Converſation concerning his Son, Who, in ſpite of his 


_ imagined Falſnood, was {till dear to her Soul. With 
the Help of this Conſideration, the old Woman found 


it no very difficult Matter to perſwade her to what 
ſhe deſir d. She had not been long in the Marquis s 
Preſence, before ſhe had reaſon to believe her Land- 


q lady in the right: He made a paſſionate Declaration 
of Love to her; and preſuming on the Greatneſs of 


bis Quality, and the ſuppoſed Meanneſs of hers, ſtood 


nat on thoſe Punctilio's of Diſtance and Reſpect, which 
Lovers ordinarily do: He began to accompany his 


Words with Actions which were not at all pleaſing 


to her: He preſs d her Hands, kiſs d, embraced her; 


and endeavcuring to to greater Liberties, ſne 
was oblig d to repel him with Looks and Expreſ- 


ſions, ſuch as ſhe never before had occaſion to make 


_ uſe of. ---- The Manner ot her Behaviour was ſuch, 
as ſtruck an Awe into him, as bold as he was; and 


though he was poſſeſſed with as violent a Deſire as 
. ever Man was, and had an equal Share of Pride, yet 


he deſiſted from treating her in the Faſhion he had 
begun to do, changed the Form of his Addreſſes, and 
entertained her with all the humble Diſtance of the 
. moſt beſeeching Lover ---- The more he converſed 
wich her, the more he found in her to admire: 
He continued in the Houſe; and every Day, every Hou 


his Paſſion encreas d, and at length was converted into 


ſincere a one, that he offered to marry her. Tis eaſy to 
imagine, ſhe was extremely ſurpriſed at this Propoſal 
fiom a Man of his Humour; but reſolving to make bi 
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Advantage of it, for the Diſcovery of what concerned 
her ſo much to know ; How, my Lord, ({ ſaid ſbe,) 
is ĩt poſſible that you can harboura Deſign of that Na- 
ture? ---- You, I fay, who, as the World reports, en- 


. tail'd a laſting Load of Cruelty and Ingratitude on 


our only Son, by obliging him to quit the Woman 
had ſworn to love, only becauſe her Fortune was 
inferior to his? Can you reſolve to be guilty of that 
Folly yourſelf, which you were pleas d to think ſo 
un ein him? Had the Miſtreſs of my Son, 
ſwered he,) been poſſeſſed of half your Charms, I 
not blam'd his ice; tho' (added he) there 
were other Reaſons beſides her Poverty, which ren- 
der'd his loving her a Crime. 
Trtse Words gave Anadea, in the Character of 


a third Perſon, ſufficient room to plead her own Cauſe ; 
Which ſhe did {6 . that he had little to ſay 
to excuſe his Severity; 


alſo by this Means artfully 
joning him, as though ina careleſs Manner, found 


out the whole Truth how her Husband was diſpoſed 
of. The Diſcovery that he was not falſe, gave her 


a Pleaſure, which none but thoſe who tenderly love, 
and have felt the Tortures of that Love abuſed, can 
gueſs at. 


Sus began now to hope her Woes were near a 


Period; and fancied that if ſhe had it in her Power. 
to xeveal the Secret, he ought now be prevailed on to 


all. She thought he could not condemn that 
oof of Paſſion in his Son, which he had offered to 
give of his own; and that he would not like her leſs 


- when known to be Anadea, than he did while he be- 


lieved her a Perſon more inferior ; ---- but ſhe had 
given her Promiſe to Bleſſure, and durſt not violate 


it: —— She was, however, continually contriving 
which way ſhe ſhould evade it, and had certainly, 
at laſt, brought herſelf to confeſs the whole Affair, 
if not prevent by a Mistortune of the moſt dreadful 
| Kind that ever happen'd. 


Tu old Marquis finding that not all his Offers 


worked the Effect he aimed at, and burning with Defire 


M5 
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to enjoy her, reſolved to compaſs it ſome or 
kg order to this n ae 
were at Supper, he found an Op e h r 

by her, to mingle ſome ro Op . 
which her more 

8 1 the * Time, ny a put 
of Go revaild on the mercenary Temper of 
the Maid of the Houſe, to leave the Key of her 
Chamber in the Door; aud when the Family were 
all gone to Reſt, he ſoftly ſtole on the unſi 
Joel Anadea, got into her Bed; and the curs'd 
: Drug operating on her Senſes for the Purpoſe it was 
4 * „be aceompliſhed the inceſtuous Joy before the 

-hain of Sleep ddr d. 

Tux Lethargy ſhe Was in, was not, however, ſo 
ſtrong, as to have the Power o'er Faricy: --- Her'dear 
Bleſſure was ever in ker Thoughts; and at this Mo- 
ment, watchtul Imagination brought him to her 
Arms. ---- In 8 preſt him to her panting 
Breaſt; and the real Warmth of thoſe Careſles he ſhe re- 
ceived, making her Dream mote lively, The returned 
his Ardours with an Extaſy too pot for the dull 
God's Reſtraint. Unbounded Rapture broke thro 
the Power of Art : ---- All her Senſes regained at onee 
"their Liberty, and ſhe awoke, to no more. 

TE wild Confuſion the was in, tween the Ef. 
ſect of what ſte had taken, and her late Tranſport, 

eveũted her for ſome Moments from the Know- 

of her Mis fortunes; She was not immediately 
ſenkible whether what had paſt was Reality, or Tlu- 
tion: But too ſoon recoverir from that Stupidity 
which now was all that render Ker any other 
© than the moſt wretched Creature under Heaven, and 
"feeling there was a real Subſtance in the Bed with her 
which ſtill held her faſt embraced,” ſhe 4 
which might have farmed People ata much 
Diſtance than thoſe of the Houſe: were;  whic the 
Marquis endeayouring to filence' by repeated Endear- 
ments, and all the Expreſſidus of Tendettiel his Paſ- 
Hog could — entirely convinced her ſhe gg cn 
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do do as the was order d, when young te" 
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undofie in the moſt dreadful and irreparable Manner.--- 
Her Fury, her Madneſs, her Horror, was too mighty 


to vent itſelf in Words; but ſtruggling with a Force 


which at that Time ſeem'd more than human, fhe 
unlooſed herſelf from him, flew out of the Bed, and 
throwing herſelf on the Floor, cry'd out Adultery !--- 
Inceſt ! Damnation! and fell into a Fit ſo violent, 
ſo laſting, that the good Woman of the Houſe, who 
her Shrieks had brought into the Room, believed fhe 
was dead. | | 

Tut Marquis was ſo much alarmed at this un» 
common Teſtimony of Deſpair, and the Words ſhe 
had uttered, that he was wholly incapable either of 
—_—_— an Aſſiſtance to the bringing her to her- 
ſelf, or ing the Reproaches which the Land- 
lady, who wasreally a harmleſs honeſt Creature, vented 
for the Abuſe he had offer'd, ---- but ſtood motion- 
leſs, and wholly undteſſed all to his Shirt. The 
baſe Wench, whoſe Avarice had been the Cauſe of 


this, was alſo there, and between her and her Miſtreſs 


they laid the miſerable Auadea on the Bed. It was 
towards Morning before ſhe recovered; and when ſhe 
did, the Marquis ſtanding juſt before her, watching 


her Return o Senſe, for an Explanation of what at 


t ſeemed ſo myſterious to him, the Sight of 
that deteſted Object, threw her again into the ſame 
Convulſions; and ſhe had no longer an Interval ot 
Speech, than to Shriek out again the horrid Sound ot 
Inceſt, While they were thus employed, a prodigi- 
ous loud Knocking was heard at the Door, which 
the Maid running down to know the Cauſe or, pre- 
{ently returned, and told her Miſtreſs, there was a 
Gentleman who enquired for a young Lady lately 
come from Paris, and that he would not te deny d 
ſeeing her. --- It cannot be our Lodger, ( ſaid the 


Ta for I have often heard her ſay, ſhe ſhould 


have no Perſon come to viſit her: But if it were ſhe, 
you know ſhe is not in a Condition for Company; 
therefore go and diſmiſs him, --- The Girl was about 


. 


* 
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_ tered the Chamber; for it was he, who having made 
dis Eſcape from thoſe to whom the Mar his Fad gi- 
ven the Charge of him, had rid Day and. Night till 
be reached St. Clou. His Impatience to embrace his 
beloved Anadea, would not permit him to ſtay till the 
Retum of the Servant: He followed her direQly up 
Stairs, and perceiving the Diſorder in which that di- 
ſtreſsd Lady was, he ran to the Bed, and throwing 
. bimſelf on it by her, conjured her ſpeak to him; 
_ call'd her his Liſe, his Soul, his Angel, Goddeſs, all 
the endearing Names that Love can form, but amon 
. the reſt, my en, Anadea, my Dear, my lovely 
. Wife, were a thouſand Times repeated. --- The Mar- 
_ quis happening to ſtand in a Part of the Room, from 
_ which he Light was pretty much ſhelter'd, had not 
ban hr his Son, felt a ſudden Horror at the 
- firſt mention of Wife and Anadea, and hearing them 
again and again repeated, was ready to fall into the 
. Ame Condition with her whom he had ruin d: But 
"ſummoning all his Courage to be fatisfy'd of the 
Truth, c:me forward to the Place where his Son 
was, and with as haughty an Accent as the inward: 
Diſorders of his Mind would give him leave, accoſted 
kim in this Manner: You are returned, I find, ( /aid 
be,) without Permiſſion ;---- but if you hope my Par- 
don for this, or any former Acts of Diſobedience, be 
quick, and eaſe my ir patient Soul; ---tell me who this 
13 is, or how felated 10 you. — Not all the 
Surpriſe and Grief the Count was in to find his 
Charmer in a Condition ſo different from what he 
expected, nor all he felt at the Sight of his Father, in 
Place and Poſture fo aſtoniſhing, took from him 
the Power of paying him that Reſpect which he 
had been accuſtomed to do; and falling on his Knees, 
Proud to obey you, Sir, when Obedience is in my 
Power, I make no Scruple of canfeſſing the vir- 
tuous a is my Wife, and that this is ſſe; - but 
why I find her in this Condition, is what I am 
fearful to gemand; But He was going on, when 
the i whole Eyesicem'd to foot Fire, inter- 
e rupted 


ſince too, too late to fave us 
the Count was about to beg an Interpretation of this 
N Expreſſion, Anadea lifted up her Eyes, 
and the Strengt 


8 
all 
] 
J 
2 
n 
t 
le 
n 
e 
t 
ec 
n 
d 
d 
d 
e 
8 
4 
8 
> 
| 

| 


length from his 


Conſtancy in Diftreſs: 253 


* him, by crying, Is ſhe your Wife! Yourlaw- 


married Wife! My Lord, ſhe is (reſumed his 


Son) my wedded Wife, lawfully married, and enjoy- 


ed: And ſooner would I have. acknowledged it, 
if --- Oh! it is now too gw, oined the Marquis) 
— Ruin! — As 


gth of her Conſtitution having by this 
Time well. overcome her Diſorders, ſhe had 


the Uſe of her Senſes enough to know her Husband 
immediately; and hearing the laſt Words the Mar- 


is had faid, rear d herſelf up in the Bed, and taking 
Id of young Bleſſure, as though ſhe meant to em- 
brace him, ſnatched the Sword he wore by his Side, 
and plung'd it in her Boſom with ſuch an incredible 


Strength and Swiftneſs, that had any of the Com- 


7 appriſed of her Intent, it would have been 
ce 1 * — to have prevented her. Now, ( /aid 

ſhe,) the ſhameful Story may be told! —- living 1 

could not bear it! Hate me not after Death, m 


dear, dear Lord! and I have no more to ask Wi 


theſe Words ſhe expir'd; and the almoſt diſtrafted 


Count was ſcarce withheld from making the ſame 


fatal Uſe ſhe had done of his Weapon : ---- But, wild 
to know the Source of his Misfortune, ask'd a thou- 
fand incoherent Queſtions; - -- which none preſently 
anſwering, he raved about the Room like one utterly 
bereft of Reaſon. ' | . - 
Txt old Marquis, whoſe lawleſs and ungoverned 
Paſſion had occafion'd this Misfortune, ſtill remained 


in a fixed Poſture ; but if we may gueſs by what 


enſued, felt at leaſt an equal Share in thoſe 1 
which ſo viſibly pre the Count. Rou 5 


at 
ing Lethargy, he aſſumed as 
much as poſſible a Serenity of Countenance, and or- 


= his Son to attend him in his Chamber in half 


an Hour, left that diſmal Scene to be filled up by 
him whoſe Griefs were too juſt for Controul. ----- 
W 


* 
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bim from the Body; but he ſwore never to forſike i in 
but ſo long as to know the Cauſe of ſo ſhocki 
"Deſpair as That muſt be, which had influenced 
gentle Soul to ſuch an AR of Horror. 

As he was _ the moſt piteeus Lamenta- 
tions that Wer For me. 2 
ſtirred not r from im, heard a Piſtol ff; and 
by the Sound, ju udped it was in the next 955. —— 
Frighted and ſuſpicious of the Truth, ſhe ſtarted up, 
and cridd, ----- Heaven grant there be not another 
Self. murder — Let wo ad hc ſee, 1 ( bur- 
ſued ſbe;) I fear your Fa 

YounG Bleſſure, to whom Pal pn OY dark 
and myſterious, on the mention of his Father in 
that Manner, ran with the Woman to that Room 
buen Noiſe had proceeded, and found the un- 

17 , Marqui Shot through the Head. - A Paper 

him on a Table writ by his own Hand, and 
to his Son, containing the whole Tranſ- 
en of this fatal Night, ----- blaming the Count 
for concealing his Mariage, but himſelf much more 
*for 1 8 way to Deſires ſo injurious to Honour. 
about to repreſent in what Manner the 
afflicted 2 Bleſſure behaved at this ama 
"Diſcovery, would be to wrong a Grief whi 
(NE Imagination can figure as it t :---- There 
. bh that he omitted, to teſtify the moſt 
» but laying violenr Hands on his 
, own 1 and even that he was but with Diffi- 
culty reſtraitied from doing. He buried both his 
Father and unfortunate Wife with all poſſible So- 
lemnity.— Then he had done with the 
. World, made Sale of his \ 1 od hg 
buted it among the Poor; and retiri 
| CAN, linger'd out three or four 33 0 Was- 
a Sorrow, Which at laſt conſumed. him; and he 
was 2 by that dear Body, which his adverſc 


Fate had * Mag" living with. 
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Lo VE in a Maze. 
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. 


S——_ 0 U NG. Lady of diſtinguiſhed 
Birch, Beauty, Wit, and Spirit, hap- 
e pened to be in a Box one Night at 
the Playhouſe; where, though. 

were a, Number of 
Gil Toaſts, ſhe percei Gentle- 
| men extremely pleaſed. themſelves 
with entertaininga Woman who fat in a Corner of the 
Pit, and, by her Air and Manner ot receiving 

might eaſily. be known to be ane of thoſe wo ce 
there for no other Purpoſe, than to create Acquaintancs- 
with as many as ſeem deſirous of it. She could not 
help teſtifying her Contempt of Men, who,.regand- 
leſs either of the Play, or Circle, threw away their 


Time in ſuch'a Manner, to ſome Ladies that fat by _. 


her: But they, either leſs ſurpriſed by being more ac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch Sights, ſhe who had been 
bred. for the moſt Part in the Country, or not of 4 
N to conſider any. Thing very deeply, took 

if little Notice of it. She ſtill thought of it, hows 
ever; and the longer ſhe reflected on it, the greater 
was her Wonder, Fer Men, Tete of whom ſhe knew 
were accounted to have Wit, ſhould have Taſtes ſa | 


, 


_ 
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very depraved. This excited a Curio in her to 
=" =aa — Manner theſe Dx ad- 
She was a Stranger to t « ja 
er to the Dangers N end ha 
Body in Town, at that Time, to whom ſt.c was o Age 
to be accountable for her Actions, did in every Thing 
as her Inclinations or Humours render d moſt agreea- 
ble to her: Therefore thought it not in the leaſt a 
Fault to put in practice a little Whim which came 
immediately into her Head, to dreſs herſelf as near as 
ſhe cou'd in the Faſhion of thoſe Women who make 
fale of their Favours, and ſet herſelf in the Way of 
being accoſted as ſuch a one, . having at that Time no 
other Aim, than the Gratification of an innocent Cu- 
rioſity.— - She no ſooner deſign d this Frolick, than 
The put it in Execution; and muffling her Hoods over 
Her Face, went the next Night into the Galiery-Box, 
and practiſin as much as ſhe had 'obſerv'd, at that 
Diſtance, the Behaviour of that Woman, was not os 
ÞHefore the found her Difguiſe had anfwerd the 
The wore it for:---- A Crowd of Purchaſers of all De- 
pore © were in a Moment d about 
each to out- bid the in 
Her a Price for her Embraces. She liſten d to em 
All, and was not a little diverted in her Mind at the 
ſhe ſhou'd give to ſo many, each of 
thought hirn ſelf ſecùre Heer _y her. --—Shc 
— cold dy em all, that ſhe was lovely Wo- 
man in the World; and ſome cry d, Gal, ſhe ir mighty 
e my 'fine Lady Suche ne. naming her own 
Name. Sbe was naturally vain, and receiv'd no ſmall 
Pleafare in prais'd, tho? in the Perſon 
df another, and a J proſtitute; but ſbe diſpatch d 
as ſdon as ſhe cou F that had hitherto attack d her, 
when ſhe'faw the accompliſh'd Beauplaiſir was making 
om s Way thro the Crowd as faſt as he was able, to 
the Bench ſhe lat on. She had often ſeen him 
4 3 4 Room, bad talk d with him; but then 
her Quality and reputed Virtue kept him from 
ber with that Frecom' ſhe how expected he wou 


do, 
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do, and had diſcover'd ſomething in him, which had 
made her often think fhe ſhou'd not be difpleas'd, if 
he wou'd abate ſome Part of his Reſerve. ---- Now 
was the Time to have her Wiſhes anſwer d: He 
look'd in her Face, and fancy d, as many others had 
done, that ſhe very much reſembled that Lady whom 
ſhe really was; but the vaſt Diſparity there appear d be- 
tween their Characters, prevented him from entertain- 
ing even the moſt diſtant Thought that they cou d be 
the fame. e addreſs d her at firſt with the uſual Salu- 
tations of her pretended Profeſſion, as, Are you engag d. 
Madam ?----Will you permit me to wait on you home 
after the Play? By Heaven," jon are a fine Gir! 
How long have yon ud this Honſe ? -—- And fuch 
like Queſtions ; but perceiving ſhe had a Tarn of Wit, 
and a genteel Manner in her Raillery, beyond what is 
frequently to be found among thoſe Wretches, 'who 
are for the moſt Gentlewomen but by Neceſ- 
, few of em g had an Education ſuitable to 
at they affect eo appear, he chang d the Form ot 
his Cotiverfation, and ſhew'd her it was not becauſe 
he Ms Ni peering they made uſe of Ex- 

Ronefo little polite. Id fine, they were infini 
charm'd with each other: He was tranſported to fot 
o much Beauty and Wit in a Woman, who he 
doubted not but on very eaſy Terms he might en- 
joy; and ſhe found a vat deal of Pleafare in con- 
verſing with hit in this free ànd unreſtrain d Manner, 
They paſs'd their Time all the Phy with an equal Sa- 
tis faction; but when it was over, the found herſelf in- 
volvꝰd in a Difficulty, Which before never enter d into 
her Head, but which the knew not well how to get 
over. The Paſſion he d for her, wras not 
of that humble Nature which can be content with 
diſtant' Adorations: ---- He' refoly'd not to part from 
her without the Gratifications of thoſe Deſires He had 
inſpir ed and preſuming on the Liberties which her 
ſuppos d Function allow d off, told her ſhe muſt ei- 
ther go wir him to ſome convenient Houſe of his 
procuring, or permit him to Wait on her to herown 

* Ledgings.—- 
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Lodgings. Never had ſhe been in ſuch a Dilemma: 
Three or four Times did ſhe open her Mouth to confeſs 
her real Quality; but the Influence of her ill Stars pre- 
vented it, by putting an Excuſe into her Head, which 
did the Buſinels as well, and at the ſame Time did not 
take from her the Power of ſeeing and entertainin 
him a ſecond Time with the ſame Freedom ſhe had 
done this. - She told him, ſhe was under Obligations 
to aMan who maintain'd her, and whom ſhedurſt not 
_ difappoint, having promis d to meet him that Night 
at a Houſe hard by. This Story fo like what thoſe 
1 tell, was not at all ſuſpected by 
Beauplaifer ; and aſſuring her he wou'd be far from 
doing her a Prejudice, deſir d that in return for the 
Pain he ſhou d ſuffer in being depriv d of her Com ny 
that Night, that ſhe wou d order her Affairs, ſo 
t to render him unhappy the next. 8 
= Promiſe to be in Sn Morrow 
Evening z and they n he to the 
Tavern to. drown the — — s Diſappoint- 
ment; n d home to in- 
ion on the Frolick. ſne had taken, 
3 Jeſs on her firſt Refle&ions, than to 
: hq ey IT ay her- 
e good Luck to come 
iſcover ve; ff 
But theſe Cogitations were but of a ſhort Couti- 
vuance, they vaniſn d with the Hurry of her Spirits, 
e 3 and rui- 
nous: All the Charms of Beanuplaiſer came freſh into 
8 ſhe. 2 ſhe almoſt dy d for another 
of converſing with him; and not all the 
jak x of her Diſcretion were effectual to obi 
her to deny laying, hold of that whish offer d itſelf 
next Night. ed on the Strength of her 
2 do bear her fate thro' Tryals more 
te appr prehended this to be, and never having been 
Ade y. him as Lady, -—- was reſolv d to receive 
his Devoirs as a Town-Miſtrels, imagining a. world 
1 — to herſelf, in engaging him in the 5 
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racter of ſuch a one, and in obſerving the Surpriſe he 
would be in to find himſelf refuſed by a Woman, who 
he ſuppoſed. granted her Favours without Exception. --- 
Strange and unaccountable were the Whimties ſhe was 
poſſeſs d of. wild and incoherent her Defires, --- 
unhx'd and undetermin'd her Reſolutions, but in that 
of ſeeing Beauplaiſir in the Manner ſhe had lately done. 
As for . with him, or how a ſecond 
Time toeſcape him, 9 who ſhe was, 
ſhe cou d neither aſſure herſelf, nor whither or not in 
the laſt Extremity ſhe wou d do ſo. - — Bent, however, 
on meeting him, whatever ſhou'd be the Con Sing jor 4 
ſhe went out ſome Hours before the Time of 

to the Playhouſe, and took Lodgings in a Houſe . 
very tar from it, intending, that if he ſhou'd inſiſt on 
E ſome Part of the Night with her, to carry 

e, thinking ſhe might with more Security 
to her Honour entertain him 2 a Place where ſhe was 
Miſtreſs, than at any of his own chuſing 

Tur appointed Hour being arriv d, ſhe had the 
Satisfaction to find his Love in his Aſſiduity: He Was 
there before her; and nothing cou'd be more tender 
than the Manner in which he accoſted her: But from 

the firſt Moment ſhe came in, to that of the Play 
being done, he continued to aſſure her no Conſidera- 
tion ſhou'd prevail with him to part from her again, 
as ſhe had done the Night before; and ſhe rejoic'd to 
think ſhe had taken that Precaution of — — her- 

ſelf with a Lodging, to which ſhe thought ſhe mi 

invite kim, without running any Riſque, Seibert 
Virtue or Reputation. -— Haring old him he him ſhe 9 55 

admit of his 17 or, ing her home, he ſeem'd per- 

fectiy ſatisf her to the Place, which 
was not above tw ouſes diſtant, wou'd have 
order d a Collation to be brought after them. But ſhe 
wou'd not permit it, telling him ſhe was not' one of 
thoſe who 1uffer'd' themſelves to be treated at their 
own Lodgings; and as ſoon ſhe was come in, ſent 
a Servant, belonging to the Houſe, to provide a very 
* Supper and, Wine, and every * 
vd 
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8 a Manner which ſhew'd an how 
Nel wanted Money, nor was een n 
. 8 out. rg RY Lag * 
HIS n t it not E om 
him the 8 ſe was what ſhe appeared to 
be, yet it gave him I ns of her, which he had 
not before. He believ d es, but believ d 
her to be one of a ſuperior „and began to 
imagine the Poſſeſſion of ber would be much more 
F But not be · 
ing of a Humour to any Thing for his Plea- 
ſures, he gave himſc farther Trouble, than What 
were occaſioned by — of not having Money e- 
nough to reach her Price, about him. 
SUPP zx being over, Which was intermired with 
a valt deal of amorous Converſation, he b to ex- 
himſelf more than he had done; both by 
Words and Behaviour let he know, he would. 
not be denied that — the Freedoms ſhe allow d 
had made him Aa * n vain; ſhe would 
In rin the endearord ro dey, ill th next Met 
iſhes; —- now gone 
— — He was bold; — he was reſo- 
: She fearful, --- confus d, altogether unprepar d 
. ſuch Encounters, and r more ſd, by 
the extreme ſhe had to him. Shock d, how 
ever, at the Appre of really loſing her Honour, 
ſhe ſtruggled all the could, and was juſt gping to re- 
veal the whole Secret of her Name and Quality, when. 
the hts of the. Liberty he had taken with her, 
and he ſtill continued to proſecute, prevented 
her, with repreſenting the Danger of being expos — and 
3 a T der publick, Rid 
cule. --- Thus much, indeed, ſhe: told him, that the 
N and had aſſumed this Manner of Be- 
hayiour only to engage him. But that he little re- 
ded, or 48 —— lane benn.ton from o- 
Reales bir him to deliſt; --- nay, ia the preſent burning 
W is prohable, that had he been 


*. acquainted 
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acquainted both with who and what ſhe really was, 
the Knowledge of her Birth would not have influ - 
enc'd him. with Reſpect ſufficient to haye curb'd the 
wild Exuberance of his luxurious Wiſhes, or made him 
in that longing, --- that im t Moment, change. 
the Form of his Addreſſes. In fine, 12 was undone; 
and he gain'd a Victory, fo highly pturous,. that 
had he wn over whom, {carce — he. have. 
triumphed more, Her Tears, however, and the De- 
fraction ſhe Keen in, after the ruinous Extaſy- 
paſt, as it en d his Wonder, ſo it abat 
his his SarisfaQion : — He could not imagine for what 
Reaſon a Woman, who, if ſhe intended not to be a, 
Miſtre i, had counterfeited the Part of one, and taken. 
ſo much Pains to en him, ſhould. lament a Con- 
nence which ſhe could not but expect; and till the 
Teſt, ſeem'd. inclinable to t; and was both 
ſurpris d and troubled at the Myitery.--- He omitted 
nothing that he thought might make her eaſy; and. 
ſill retgining an Opinion that the Hope of Intereſt 
had been the chief Motive which had led her to act 
in the Manner ſhe had done, and believing that ſhe. 
might know ſo little of 3 „ to ſuppoſe, now ſhe. 


nothing left to give, he might not make that 
Recompence ſhe expected for her Favours: To put 


her out of that Pain, he d out of his Pocket a 

Purſe of Gold, entreating her to accept of that as an 

Earneſt of what he intended to do for her; aſſuri 

her, with ten thouſand Proteſtations, that he 

ſpare nothing, whieh his whole Eſtate could ſe 

to procure her Content and Hap ppines, This. Treat- 
ment made her. ite forget the Part ſhe had aſſum d. 

and throwing it from her with an Air of Diſdain, 


Is this a Reward ( ({#id G for Condeſcentions, s fuch, 
as I have yeilded to all the Wealth you 


ſeſs d gary: a Reparation for my Loſs o 2 W 
Oh! no, I am undone beyond the Power of Heaven 


irſelf to help me — 98 uttered many 23 
fin 


Fxclamations; which. the amaz'd Be 
without 8 able to reply to, ba. 
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ing from that Rage of Temper, her Eyes reſumed 
their ſoftning Glances, and gueſſing at the Conſter- 
nation he was in, No, my dear Oo (added 
ſhe,) your Love alone can compenſate 
you have inv dved me in; be you ſincere and con- 
ſttant, and I hereafter ſhall, perhaps, be ſatisfy'd with 
my Fate, and forgive myſelf the Folly that betray'd 
. me to you. / 

-  BEAUPL AISTR thought he could not have a 
better Opportunity than theſe Words gave him of en- 
quiring who ſhe was, and wherefore ſhe had feigned 
herſelt to be of a Profeſſion which he was now con- 
vinc'd ſhe was not; and after he had made a her thou- 
ſand Vows of an Affection, as inviolable and ardent 
as ſhe could wiſh to find in him, entreated ſhe would 
inform him by what Means his Happineſs had been 
brought about, and alſo to whom he was indebted 
for the Bliis he had enjoy'd.--- Some Remains of yet 
unextinguiſhed Modeſty, and Senſe of Shame, made 
her bluſh e exceedingly at this Demand; but retolle&t- 
ing herſelf in a little Time, ſhe told him ſo much of 
the Truth, as to what related to the Frolick ſhe had 
taken of ſatisfying her Curioſity in what Manner 
Miſtreſſes, ot the. Sort ſhe a to be, were treat - 
ed by thoſe who addreſſed them; but forbore diſco- 
vering her true Name and Quality, for the Reaſons 
ſhe had done before, reſolving, if he boaſted of this 
Affair, he ſhould not have it in his Power to touch 
her Character: She therefore ſaid ſhe. was the Daugh- 
ter of a Country Gentleman, who was come to, 
Town to buy Cloaths, and that ſhe was call d Fan- 
tomina. He had no Reaſon to diſtruſt the Truth of 
this Story, and was therefore ſatisfy d with it; but 
did not doubt by the Beginning cf her Conduct, but 
that in the End ſhe would be in Reallity, the Thing 
ſhe ſo artfully had counterfeited ; and had good Nature 
enough to pity the Misfortunes he imagin d would 
be her Lot: But to telf her ſo, or offer his Advice in 
that Point, was not his Buſineſs, at leaſt, as yet. 


Tu * 


the Shame 
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Tue x parted not till towards Morning; and ſhe 
oblig'd him to a willing Vow of viſiting her the next Day 
at Three in the Afternoon. It was too late for her 
to 0 home that Night, therefore contented herſelf 
with lying there. In the Morning ſhe ſent for the 
Woman of the Houſe to come up to her; and eaſily 
perceiving, by her Manner, that ſhe was a Woman 
who might be influenced by Gifts, made her a Pre- 
ſent of a Couple of Broad Pieces, and deſir d her, that 
if the Geatleman, who had been there the Night be- 
fore, ſhould ask any Queſtions concerning her, that 
he ſhould be told, ſhe was lately come out of the 
Country, had lodg'd there about a Fortnight, and that 
her Name was Fantomina. I ſhall (alſo added ſhe) 
lie but ſeldom here; nor, indeed, ever come but in 
thoſe Times when Iexpe&to meet him: I would, there- 
fore, have you order it fo, that he may think I am 
but juſt gone out, if he ſhould happen by any Acci- 
dent to call when I am not here; for I would nor, 
for the World, have him imagine I do not conſtant- 
ly lodge here. The Landlady aſſur d her ſhe would do 
every Thing as ſhe deſired, and gave her to under- 
ſtand ſhe wanted not the Gift of Secrecy. g 

Eveny Thing being ordered at this Home for 
the Security of her Reputation, ſhe repaired to the 
other, where ſhe eaſily excuſed to an unſuſpecting 
Aunt, with, whom ſhe boarded , her having been 
abroad all Night, faying, ſhe went with a Gentle- 
man and his Lady 1n a Barge, to a little Country 
Seat of theirs up the River, all of them deſigning to 
return the ſame Evening; but that one òf the Barge- 
men happ'ning to be taken ill on the ſudden, and no 
other Waterman to be got that Night, they were 
oblig d to tarry till Morning. Thus did this Lady's 
Wit and Vivacity aſſiſt her in all, but where it was 
moſt needful. --- She had Diſcernment to foreſee, and a- 
void all thoſe Ills which might attend the Loſs of her 

ation, but was wholly blind to thoſe of the Ruin of 
her Virtue; and having managed her Affairs ſo as to 
ſecure the ove, grew perfectly eaſy with the Remem- 
* — N brance. 
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trance ſhe had forfeited the other. The more ſhe 
reflected on the Merits of Beauplaiſir, the more ſhe 
excuſed herſelf for what ſhe had done; and the Pro- 
ſpect of that continued Bliſs ſhe expected to ſhare 
with him, took from her all Remorſe for having en- 
a in an Affair which promiſed her ſo much Sa- 
tis action, and in which ſhe found not the leaſt Dan 
ger of Misfortune. --- If he is really (ſaid ſhe, to her- 
Flr) the taithful, the conſtant Lover he has ſworn 
to be, how charming will be our Amour? —- And 
if he ſhould: be falſe, gow ſatiated, like other Men, 
I ſhall but, at the worſt, have the private Vexation of 
knowing I have loft him; . the Intreague being a 
Secret, my Diſgrace will be ſo too: ----I ſhallhear no 
Whiſpers as 1 paſs,--- She is Forſaken: --- The odious 
Word Forſaken will never wound my Ears; nor will J 
my Wrongs excite either the Mirth or Pity of the 
ing World: It will not be even in the Power of 
my Undoer himſelf to triumph over me; and while 
he langhs at, and perhaps deſpiſes the fond, the yeilding 
Fantomina, he will revere and eſteem the vituous, 
the reſerv'd Lady. In this Manner did ſhe applaud 
her own Condud, and exult with the Imagination 
that ſte had more Prudence than all her Sex beſide. 
And it muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that ſhe preſerved 
an OEconomy in the management of this Intreagi 
beyond what almoſt any Woman but herſelf ever 
did: In the firſt Place, by making no Perſon in the 
World e * ; r, V. * e next, in conceal- 
ing from Beauplaiſr himſelf the Knowledge who ſhe 
; . for though ſne met him three or four Days in 
a Week, at that Lodging ſhe had taken for that 
Purpoſe, yet as much as he employ'd her Time and 
Thoughts, ſhe was never miſs d from any Aſſemb! 
che had been accuſtomed to frequent. The Buſt 
of her Love has engroſs d her till Six in the Evening, 
and before Seven ſhe has been dreſs d in a different 
Habit, and in another Place.---Slippers, and a Night- 
Gown looſely flowing, has been the Garb in which 
he has left the languiſhung Fantomina; — Lac d and 
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adorn'd with all the Blaze of Jewels, has he, in lets 
than an Hour after, beheld at the Royal Chapel, the 
Palace Gardens, Drawing-Room, Opera, or Play, the 
Haughty Awe-inſpiring Lady A thouſand Times 
has he ſtood amaz d at the prodigious Likeneſs be- 
tween his little Miſtreſs, and this Court Beauty ; but 
was ſtill as tar from -imagining they were the ſame, 
as he was the firſt Hour he had accoſted her in the 
Playhouſe, though it is not impoſſible, but that her 

blance to this celebrated Lady, might keep his 


Inclination alive ſomething longer than otherwiſe 


they would have been; and that it was tothe Thoughts 


of this (as he ſuppoſed) unenjoy'd Charmer, the 


— in great meaſure the Vigour of his latter Car- 
. 

Bo r he varied not ſo much from his Sex as to 
be able to prolong Deſire, to any great Length after 
Poſſeſſion: The rifled Charms of Fantomina toon loft 


their Poinancy, and 5 taſtleſs and inſipid; and 


when the Seaſon of the Year inviting the Company 
to the Bath, ſhe offer d to accompany him, he made 
an Excuſe to go without her. She eaſily perceiv'd 
his Coldneſs, and the Reaſon why he pretended her 
ing would be inconvenient, and endur'd as much 
m the Diſcovery ways 41 Sex could do: She 
diſſembled it, however, re him, and took her 
Leave of him with the Shew of no other Concern 
than his Abſence occaſion d: But this ſhe did to take 
from him all Suſpicion of her following him, as 
ſhe intended, and had already laid a Scheme for. 
From her firſt finding out that he deſign'd to leave 
her behind, ſhe plainly ſaw it was for no other Rea- 
ſon, than'that being tir'd of her Converſation, he was 
illing to be at to purſue new Conqueſts; 
and wiſely conſidering that Complaints, Tears, Swoon- 
ings, and all the Extravagancies which Women make 
uſe of in ſuch Caſes, have little Prevailance over a 
Heart inclin'd to rove, and only ſerve to render thoſe 
who practiſe them more contemptible, by robbing 
them of that Beauty which alone can bring back the 
Nos | RT fugitive 
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fugitive Lover, ſhe reſolved to take another Courſe ; 
ad remembring the Height of Tranſport ſhe enjoy- 
ed when the agreeable Beauplaiſir kneel'd at her Feet, 
imploring her firſt Favours, ſhe long'd to prove the 
fame again. Not but a Woman of her Beauty and 
Accompliſt ments might have beheld a Thouſand in 
that Condition Beauplaiſir had been; but with her 
Sex's Modeſty, ſhe had not alſo thrown off another 
Virtue equally valuable, tho generally unfortunate, Con- 
fancy: She loved Beauplaiſir; it was only he whoſe Soli- 
7 her Pleafure; and had ſhe ſeen the 
-whole Speciesdeſpairing, dying for her fake, it might, 
rerhaps, have been a Satisfaction to her Pride, but none 
to her more tender Inclination. --- Her Deſign was once 
more to engage him, to hear him ſigh, to ſee him languith, 
tofeel the ſtrenuous Preſſures of his eager Arms, to be 
compelled, to be ſweetly forc'd ro what ſhe wiſhed 
with equal Ardour, was-what ſhe. wanted, and what 
ſhe had form'd a Stratagem to obtain, in which ſhe 
promis'd herſelf Succeſs. + | bo: 
Suk no ſooner heard he had left the Town, than 
making a Pretence to her Aunt, that ſhe was going 
to viſit a Relation in the Country, went towards 
Bath, attended but by two Servants, who ſhe found 
Reaſons to quarrel with on the Road and diſcharg d: 
Clotbing herſelf in a Habit ſhe. had brought with 
her, ſhe forſook the Coach, and went into a Wa 
n, in which Equipage ſhe arriv'd at Bath. The 
Prefs ſt e-was in, was a round-ear'd Cap, a ſhort Red 
Petticoat, and a little Jacket of Grey Stuff; all the 
reſt of her Accoutrements were anſwerable to theſe, 
and join'd with a broad Country Dialect, a rude un- 
liſh'd Air, which ſhe, having been bred in theſe 
arts, knew very well how to imitate, with her 
Hair and Eye-brows'black'd, made it impoſſible for 
her to be knovon, or taken for any other than what 
ſne ſeem' d. Thus diſguis d did ſhe offer herſelf to 
Service in the Houſe where Beauplai ir lodg d, ha- 
ving made it her Buſineſs to find out immediatel 
where he was. Notwithſtanding this Metamorphoſis 
ſhe 
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ſhe was ſtill extremely pretty; and the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe happening at that Time to want a Maid, was 
very glad of the Opportunity of taking her. She 
was preſently receiv'd into the Family; and had a 
Poſt in it, ( ſuch as ſhe would have choſe, had ſhe 
been left at her Liberty,) that of making the Gentle- 
men's Beds, getting them their Breakfaſts, and 
waiting on them in, their Chambers. Fortune in 
this Exploit was extremely on her fide; there were 
no others of the Male-Sex in the Houſe, than an 
old Gentleman, who had loſt the Uſe of his Limbs 
with the Rheumatiſm, and had come thither for the 
Benefit of the Waters, and her belov'd Beauplat ir; fo 
that ſhe was in no Apprehenſions of any Amorous Vio- 
lence, but where ſhe wiſh'd to find ir. Nor were her 
Deſigns diſappointed : He was fir'd with the firſt 
Sight of her; and tho' he did not preſently take any 
farther Notice of her, than giving her two or tluee 
hearty Kiſſes, yet ſhe, who now underſtood that 
Language bur too well, 8 faw they were the 
Prelude to more ſubſtantial Joys. -- Coming the 
next ing to bring his Chocolate, as he had or- 
der d, he catch'd her by the pretty Leg, which the 
Shortneſs of her Petticoat did not in the leaſt oppoſe; 
then pulling her gently to him, ask d her, how long ſhe 
had been at Service? How many Sweethearts ſhe 
had? If ſhe had ever been in Love? and many other 
ſuch Queſtions, befitting one of the Degree ſne appear d 
to be: All which ſhe anſwer d with ſuch teeming In- 
nocence, as more enflam'd the amorous Heart of 
him who talk d to her. He compelled her to fit in his 
Lap; and gazing on her bluſhing Beauties, which, if 
ible, receiv'd Addition from her plain and rural 
eſs, he ſoon loſt the Power of containing him- 


| ſelf, ---- His wild Defires burſt out in all his Words 


and Actions; he calld her little Angel, Cherubim, 
ſwore he muſt enjoy her, though Death were. to 
be the Conſeqence, devour'd her Lips, her Breaſts 
with greed Kiſles, held to his burning Boſom her half- 
yielding, half eluctant e ſuffer d her to get * 
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till he had ravaged all, and glutted each rapacious 
Senſe with the ſweet — of the aw nt 
for that was the Name ſhe bore in this ſecond Ex- 
pedition. ---- Generous as Liberality itſelf to all, who 
gave him Joy this way, he gave her a handſome 

um of Gold, which fhe durſt not now refuſe, for 
fear of creating ſome Miſtruft, and loſing the Heart 
fhe ſo lately ha regain'd; therefore taking it with an 
humble Curteſy, and a well counterfeited Shew of 
Surpriſe and Joy, cry'd, O Law, Sir! what muſt 1 
do for all this? He 1. at her Simplicity, and 
Kiſſing her again, tho' lets fervently than he had done 

before, bad her not be out of the Way when he came 
kome at Night. She promis d ſhe would not, and 
St very obediently kept her Word. 

His Stay at Bath exceeded not a Month; but in 
that Time his ſuppos d Country Lals had perſecuted | 
him ſo much with her Fondneſs, that in ſpite of 
the Eagerneſs with which he firſt. enjoy d her, he 
Was at laſt grown more weary of her, than he had 
been of Fantomina; which ſhe perceiving, would not 
be troubleſome, but quittin Service, remained 

vately in the Town till ſhe heard he was on his 
eturn; and in that Time "ap = ped of another 
Diſguiſe to carry on athird Plot, which her inventing. 
Brain had furniſhed her witb, once more to renew 
his twice-decay'd Ardours. The Dreſs ſhe had order d to 
be made, was ſuch as Widows wearin their firſt Mourn- 
ing, which, together with the moſt afflicted and 
nitential Countenance that ever was ſeen, was no 
mall Alteration to her who us'd to ſeem all Gaie- 
ty. To add to this, her Hair, which ſhe was ac- 
cuſtom'd to wear very looſe, both when Fantomina 
and Celia, was now ty d back ſo ſtrait, and her Pin- 
ners coming ſo very forward, that there was none 
of it to be ſeen. In fine, her Habit and her Air 
were ſo much chang d, that ſhe was not more diffi- - 
cult to be known in the rude Country Girl, than ſhe. 
was now in the ſorrowyful Widow, = a 


Su | 


* 


Sur knew that Beauplaiſir came alone in his Cha- 
riot to the Bach, and in the Time of her being Ser- 
vant in the Houſe where he lodg'd, heard nothing of 
any Body that was to accompany him to London, aud 
hop'd he wou'd return in the ſame Manner he had 
gone: She therefore hir'd Horſes and a Man to at- 
tend her to an Inn about ten Miles on this fide Bath, 
where having diſcharg'd them, ſhe waited till the 
Chariot ſhould come by; which when it did, and ſhe” 
 faw that he was alone in it, ſhe calbd to him that 

drove it to ſtop a Moment, and going to the Door 
falated the Maſter with theſe Words: F 

Tur Diſtreſs d and Wretched, Sir, (ſaid ſþe,) never 
fail to excite Compaſſion in a generous Mind; and 1 
hope I am not deceiv'd in my Opinion that yours is 
ſuch : ---- You have the Appearance of a Gentleman, 
and cannot, when you hear my Story, refuſe that A. 
ſiſtance which is in your Power to give to an un- 
happy Woman, who without it, may be render'd the 
moſt miſcrable of all created Beings. 2 

I x would not be very eaſy to repreſent the Sur- 
priſe, ſo odd an Addreſs created in the Mind of him 
to whom it was made. ---- She had not the Appear- 


ance of one who wanted Charity; and what other 


Favour ſhe requir'd he cou'd not conceive : But tel- 


ling her, ſhe might command any Thing in his Pow-. 
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er, gave her Encouragement to declare herſelf in this 
Menner: You may judge, (reſumed ſbe,) by the me- 
lancholy Garb I am in, that I have lately loſt all that 
ought to be valuableto Womankind ; but it is impoſſible 


for you to gueſs the Greatneſs of my Misfortune, un- 


leſs you had known my Husband, who was Maſter 


— 


of every Perfection to endear him to a Wife's Af- 
fections. But, notwithſtanding, I look on my- 


ſelf as the moſt unhappy of my Sex in out-living | 
him, I muſt ſo far obey the Dictates of my Diſcre- 


tion, as to take care of the little Fortune he left be- 


hind him, which being in the Hands of a Brother of 
his in London, will be all carry'd off to Holland, where 


he is going to ſettle; if I reach not the Town be- 
N 4 fore 
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fore he leaves it, I am undone for ever. To which 
End I left Briffo!, the Place where we liv'd; hoping 
to get a Place in the Stage at Bath, but they were 
all taken up before I came; and being, by a Hurt 1 
got in a Fall, render'd incapable of travelling any 
g Journey on Horſeback, I have no Way to go to 
Londen, and muſt be inevitably ruin d in the Loſs of 
all I have on Earth, without you have good Nature 
enough to admit me to take Part of your Chariot. 
Hs the feigned Widow ended her forrowtul 
Tale, which had been ſeveral Times interrupted by a 
Parentheſis of Sighs and Groans ; and Beauplay:r, 
with a complaiſant and tender Air, aſſur d her of his 
"Readineſs to ſerve her in Things of much greater 
Conſequence than what ſke deſir d of him; and told 
her, it would be an Impoſſibility of denying a Place in 
his Chariot to a Lady, who he could not behold 
without yielding one in his Heart. She anſwered 
the Compliments he made 'her but with Tears, 
which ſeem'd to ſtream in ſuch abundance from her 
Eyes, that ſhe could not keep her Handkerchief 
from her Face one Moment. Being come into the 
Chariot, e ſaid a thouſand handſome Things 
to perſwade from giving to ſo violent a 
Grief, which, he told her, would pot only be diſtru- 
ctive to her Beauty, but likewiſe her Health. But all 
his Endeavours for Conſolement appear d ineffectual, 
and he to think he ſhould have but a dull ſour- 
ney, in the Come, of one who ſeem d ſo obſti · 
nately devoted to the Memory of her dead Husband, 
that there Was he Lg a Word from her on any 
other Theme: But bethinking himſelf of the cele - 
brated Story of the Epheſian Matron, it came into his 
Head to make Tryal, ſhe who ſeem d equally ſuſ- 
ceptible of Sorrow, might not alſo be ſo too of Love; 
and having began a Diſcourſe on almoſt every other 
Topick, and finding her ſtill incapable of anſwering, 
teſolv d to put it to the Proof, it this would have 
no more E to rouze her ſſeeping Spirits: 
With a gay Air, therefore, though accompany d with 


the 


Tove in 4a Maze. 273 
the greateſt Modeſty and Reſpect, he turned the Con- 
tion, as though without Deſign, on that N 
ving Paſſion, and ſoon diſcover d that was i t 
Subject ſhe was beſt pleas d to be entertained with ʒ 
for- on his giving her a Hint to begin upon, never 
any Tongue run more voluble than hers, on — ; 
digious Power it had to influence the-Souls of thoſe 
poſſeſs d of it, to Actions even the moſt diſtant from 
their Intentions, Principles, or "Humours, ---- From 
that ſhe paſs d to a Deſcription of the Happineſs of 
mutual Affection; ---the unſpeakable Extaſy of thoſe 
who meet with equal Ardency; and repreſented it in 
Colours ſo lively, and diſclos d by the Geſtures with 
which her Words were accompany d, and the Accent 
of her Voice ſo true a Feeling of what ſhe ſaid, that 
Beauplaiſir, without being as ſtupid, as he was real- 
ly the contrary, could not avoid perceiving there were 
Seeds of Fire, not yet extinguiſh'd, in this fair Wi- 
dow's Soul, which wanted but the — rs 
ot tender Sighs to light into a Blaze. He now 
t himſelf as fortunate, as ſome Moments be- 
fore he had the Reverſe; and doubted not. but, that 
before they parted; he ſnould find a Way to dry the 
Tears of this lovely Mourner, to the Satisfaction of 
them both. He did not, however, offer, as he had 
done to Fantomina and Celia, to urge his Paſſion di- 
rectly to her; but by a thouſand little ſoſtning Arti- 
fices, whichhe well knew how to uſe, gave her leave 
to gueſs he was enamour d. When they came to the 
Inn where they were to lie, he declar'd himſelf 
ſomewhat more freely, and perceiving ſhe did not 
reſent it paſt Forgiveneſs, ' grew more encroaching 
ſtill : He now! took the Liberty of kiſſing away 
her Tears, and catching: the Sighs as they iſſued from 
e z telling her it Grief was infectious, he was 
reſolv d to have his Share; proteſting he would gladly 
exchange Paſſions with her, and be content to bear 
ber Load of Sorrow, if ſhe would as willingly caſe 
the Burden of his Love. ---- She ſaid little in an- 
Over to the ſtrenuous Preſſures with which at laſt he 
| ventur'd 


* . — 5 


— ' 
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ventur'd to enfold her, but not thinking it Decent, 
For the Character ſhe had aſſum'd, to yeild ſo ſudden- 
dy, and unable to deny both his and her own Inclina- 
tions, ſhe counterfeited a fainting, and fell motionleſs 
upon his Breaſt. e had no great Notion that ſhe 


Was in a real Fit, and the Room they ſupp'd in hap- 


pening to have a Bed in it, he took her in his Arms 
and laid her on it, believing, that whatever her Diſ- 
temper was, that was the moſt proper Place to con- 


vey her to. He laid himſelf down by her, and en- 


n i r. ſne was too 
grateful to hy ſician at her returning Senſe, 
to remove from the Poſture he had put her in, with- 
rr 
Ix may, wu Be {ar 
ſhould in bo — —— continue ſtill deceiv d: 
1 know there are Men who will ſwear it is an Im- 
. and that no Diſguiſe could hinder them 
knowing a Woman they had once enjoy d. 


In anſwer to thele Scruples, 1 can only fay, that be- 
ſides the Alteration which the Change of Dreſs made 
in her, ſhe. was ſo admirably skill 


feigning, that ſhe had the — 
eigning, that | Power of putting on at 
nb Face ſhe pleas d, and knew ſo exactly 
how to form her Behaviour to the Character ſhe re- 
preſented, that all the Comedians at both Playhouſes 
are infinitely ſhort of her Performances : She could 


vary her very Glances, tune her Voice to Accents the 


molt different 8 from thoſe in which ſhe ſpoke 
- when ſhe appear d herſelf. Theſe Aids from Na- 
ture, join d to the Wiles of Art, and the Diſtance be- 
4ween the Places where the imagin'd Fantomiaa 
and Celia were, might very well prevent his having 
any Thought that they were the ſame, or that the 
fair Widow was either of them: It never ſo much as 
enter d his Head, and though he did fancy he obſer- 
ved in the Face of the latter, Features which 
ere not altogether unknown to him, yet he could 


not recollect when or where he had known them; 


and being told by her, that from her Birth, ſhe had 


never 
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never remov'd — a Place where he neve 
was, he Belief of having ſeen her, and 
been deluded by. an Idea of 
might have a Reſemblance 


he rejected t 


12 to her, as ſoon as ſhe was fixed in 


bil kept her Promis and charm'd with the Con- 
tinuance of his eager Fondneſs, went not home, 
but into private Lodgings, whence ſhe wrote to 
him to viſit her the firſt Opportunity, and enquire 
for the Widow Bloomer. ---- She had no ſooner diſ- 
patched this Billet, than ſhe repair d to the Houſe 
where ſhe had d as Fantomina. ing the 
People if Beauplaiſir ſhould come there, not to let 
him know ſhe had been out of Town. From thence: 
ſhe wrote to him, in a different Hand, a long Letter 
of Complaint, that he had been fo cruel in not ſend- 
ing one Letter to her all the Time he had been ab- 
ſent, entreated to ſee him, and concluded with ſub- 
ſcribing herſelf his unalterably Affectionate Fantomi- 
ne. She received in one Day Anſywers to both the, 
nenn | 


— 


To the Charming Mrs BLOOMER, 


1333 be im ſible, my angel! for me tn x: 
ſs the thn Tr Part 


L that Infinity of 
| Fatal the Sight of your dear Letter gave me. 
Never was. Women form'd to charm like you: Never 
did any look like you, ---- write like you, —-- bleſs like 
you; .- nor did ever Man mT Since 


Talerdey 
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Tefterday we parted, I have ſeem d a Body without a 
Soul; and had you not by 9 , gave me 
new Life, I know not what by Te-morrow 1 ſhould 
have been. I will be with you: this Evening about 
Five: ---- O, tis an Age till then ! — But the cuy- 
fed Formalities of Duty oblige me to Dine With my 
Lord --- who never riſes from Table till that Hour; 
therefore Adiew till then ſweet lovely Miſtreſs of the 
Sowl and all the. Faculties of 2 


» Your moſt faithful, 


BEAUPLIAISIR. 


... To the Lovely FAN TONI. 

F you” were half ſo ſenſible as you ought of your 
12. Power ＋ fin gh pe would be a rd, 
that to be unfaithful or unkind to you, 4 
the Things that are in their very Natures Im- 
poſſibilities.—It was my Migfortune, not my Fault, that 
you were not perſecuted every Poſt with a Declaration of 
my unchanging Paſſion ; but I had unluckily forgot the 
Name of the Woman at whoſe Houſe you are, and knew 
- wot how to form 4 Direction that it might come ſafe 
10 your Handi. — And, indeed, the Reflection how 
| you might mi conſtrue my Silence, brought me to Town 

ſome Weeks ſooner than I intended. ---- If you knew 
how I have languiſh d to-renew thoſe” Bleſſmgs I am 
permitted to enjoy in your Society, you would rather 
pity than condemn * 


Tour ever faithful. 
—* Braveratsrn; 
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P. S. 1 I cannot yon till:To-morrow'; ſome BA 
ſrneſs dark allen out that will engroſs m] 
Hours till then. Once more, my Dear, Adieu. : 
TrAavyTOR! (cry'd ſhe.) as ſoon as ſhe had read 
them, tis thus our filly, fond, believing Sex are ferv'd © 
when they put Faith in Man: So had I been deceiv'd” 
and cheated, had I like the reſt believ'd, and fat down 
mourning in Abſence, and vainly waiting recover d 
Tenderneſſes. How do forme Women (continued = 
ſhe) make their Life a Hell, burning in fruitleſs Ex- 
pectations, and dreaming out their Days in Hopes 
and Fears, then wake at laſt to all the Horror of 
Diſpair? - But I have outwitted even the moſt 
Subtle of the deceiving Kind, and while he thinks 
to fool me, is himſelf the only beguiled Perſon. | 
Suꝝ made herſelf, moſt certainly, extremely happy 
in the Reflection on the Succeſs of her Stratagems ; 
and while the Knowledge of his Inconſtancy and Le- 
vity of Nature kept her from having that real Ten- 
derneſs for him ſhe' would elſe have had, ſhe found 
the Means of gratifying the Inclination the had for 
his agreeable Perſon, in as full a Manner as ſhe cou, 
wiſh. She had all the Sweets of Love, but as yet had 
taſted none of the Gall, and was in a State of Con- 
HET which might be envy'd by the more De- 
te. | PEI N. g N 
'W ren the expected Hour arriy d, ſhe found that 
her Lover had loſt no part of the Fervency with 
which he had parted from her; but When the tore | 
Day ſhe receiv'd him as Fantomina, ſhe perceiv'd a 
igious Difference; which led her again into 
eflections on the Unaccountableneſs of Men's 
Fancies, who ſtil! prefer the laſt Conqueſt, only be- 
cauſe it is the laſt. Here was an evident Proof of 
itz for there could not be a Difference in Merit; be- 
cauſe they were the ſame Perſon; but the Widow 
Bloomer was a more new Acquaintance than Fanro- 
| mina, and therefore eſteem'd more valuable. This, 
| el. muſt be ſaid of Beauplaiſir, that he had a 


* greater 


7 
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greater Share of good Nature than moſt of his Sex, 
- who, for the moſt part, when they are weary of an 


— break it entirely off, without any R * 
to the : 


pair of the abandon'd Nymph. he 
retain d no more than a bare ey aufe i 
for Fantomina, yet believing ſhelov'd him to an Exceſs, 


| | would not entirely forfike ber, though the Cbntinu- 


ance of his Viſits was now become rather a Penance 
Tur Widow Bloomer triumph'd ſome Time lon- 


Sway was at an End, and ſhe ſunk in this 
racer, to the fame Degree of Taſtleſneſs, as ſhe had 


over the Heart of this Inconſtant, but at | 


» 


* 


* 


done before in that of Fantomma and Celia. 


She preſently. perceiv'd it, but bore it as ſhe had 


always done; it being but what ſhe expected, the 


d. 'd herſelf for it, and had another Project 
in embrio, which ſhe ſoon ripen'd into Action. She 
did not, indeed, compleat it altogether fo ſuddenly as 
ſhe had done the others, by reaſon there muſt be 
Perſons employ'd-iw/it; and the Averſion ſhe had to 
any Confident? in her Affairs, and the Caution with 
which the had hitherto ated, and which ſhe was ſtill 
determin'd to continue, made it very difficult for 
ber to find a Way without ing thro that Reſolu- 

tion to compais what ſhe wiſh'd. ---- She got over 


than all her 
up in her 


- one Day, Ge wut inns the Park about the 
when there are a great many neceſſitous Gen- 
who think themſelves above doing what 


of 
- 


9 


* 


* 


In a 
o 


- 
* 


- 


they call little Things for a Maintenance, walking in 


machs with Air inſtead of Meat. Two of thoſe, 


who: by their Phyſiognomy ſhe thought moſt = 


Mall, to take a Camelion Treat, and fill their Sto- 


per for her Purpoſe, ſhe beckon d to come to her; 


Company, began to communicate the Buſineſs ſhe. 


had with t hem in theſe Words: I am ſenſible, Gen- 
| ey Gn cem 


—_— 
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tlemen, 7 „ that, 8 through the Blindneſs of 
— — of the World. Merit frequently 
goes unrewarded, and that thoſe of the beſt Pretentions 
meet with the leaſt Encouragement : --- I ask your 
Pardon, (continued ſhe,)- perceiving they ſeem d ſur- 
pris d, if I am miſtaken in the Notion, that you two 
may, perhaps, be of the Number of thoſe who have 
Rea ſon to complain of the Injuſtice of Fate ; but if 
you are ſuch as I take you for, have a Propoſal to make 
| which may be of ſome little Ad to you. 
either of them made any immediate Anſwer, but 
d bury'd in Conſideration for ſome Moments, 
At length, We ſhould, doubtleſs, Madam, (ard one of 
them, ) willingly come into any Meaſures to oblige — 
provided they are ſuch as may bring us into no 
pers either — to our — 95 — That which 
require of you, (reſumed ſhe,) has nothing in it cri- 
minal: All that I deſire is Secrecy in what are in- 
d, and to diſguiſe yourſelves in ſuch a Manner 
as you cannot be known, if hereafter ſeen by the Per- 
ſon on whom you are to impole. --- In fine, the Bu- 
ſineſs is only an innocent Frolick, but if blaz'd abroad, 


f 


might be ta for too great a Freedom in me:: 
Therefore, if you reſolve to aſſiſt me, here are five 


F 


f to drink my Health, and aſſure you, that I 
ve not diſcours d you on an Affair, I deſign not 
proceed in; and when it is accompliſh'd fifty more 
ready for your Acceptance. Theſe W and; 
the Money, which was a Sum which, 
is probable, they had not ſeen of a Time, made 
immediately aſſent to all ſhe: deſir d, and preſa 
t 


F 


Les 


* 


if. 


5 


8 


for the Beginning of their Employment: But T 
were not 3 for Execution; and -ſhe 
them, that the next Day they ſhould be let into the 
Secret, charging them to meet her in the ſame Place 
at an Hour ſhe appointed. Tis hard to ſay, which 
of theſe Parties Went away beſt pleas d; they, that 
| aber _ _ them 5 * Windfall; or 
Her that found Perſons, w peared {0 
KA dne ro frve her 102 ” | 


: 
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'-1 InpeFatiGaBLE: in the Purſuit of 9 


Humour va beat 


— —. * than ſhe went in ſearch of 
3 her Project. She 


Welk ge y firniſh- 
ed 4. which ſhe 850 bf by the W 
; hand, to prevent any — The 


ſne repaired to the Park, where ſhe met 


_ of low and orderi 
to the Houſe had taken, 


e each of them a very rich Livery. Then 
writing a Letter to Beawplaiſir, in a Character va 

different from either of thoſe ſhe had made uſe of, 
as Fantomina, or the fair Widow Bloomer, order'd 
one of them to deliver it into his own Hands, to 
ring back an Anſwer, and to be careful that he 
fifted out nothing of the Truth. ---- I do not 
fear, (ſaid ſbe,) that you ſhould diſcover to him who 
Jam, 3 of which y onde 


n the Meſſe 
_— —.— 
Ka a n ht find Rim 
\ q__— exactly the Injunction that had been 
t never Aſtoniſhment exceeding that which 
Beauplaiſir felt n in which 
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upon, ' ſhe had no ſooner left her 


them the 


condeicend to appear like Servants, - 
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To the All-conquering BEAUrLAISIR.”/ 


Imagine not that tis a new Thing to you, to be: 
told, you are the greateſt Charm in Nature to aur 
Sex : I ſhall therefore, not to fill up my Letter with 
auy — Praiſes on your Wit or Perſon, only teil 
you, that I am infinite in Love with both, and if g 
hate * Sw _ too deeply e ms 72 my- 
elf the happieſt o Sex in being capa inſpiring 
peter: 7.x Tendern — There is but one . 5 D 
my Power to 77 e you, which is the Knowledge 7 I 
my Name, which believing the Sight of my Face will 
render no Secret, youu muſt not take it ill that I con- 
ceal from you. ---- The Bearer of this is @ Perſon 1 
can truſt; ſend by him your Anſwer ; but eydeavour - 
not to dive into the Meaning of this 2. which -- 
will be impoſſible for you tv unravel, at the ſame 
Time very much diſoblige me: But that you may 
be in no Apprehenſions of being impos d on by a Wo-- 
may unwort f 9 jour Regard, I will venture to aſſure - 
you, the firſt and greateſt Men in the Kingdom, © would 
think themſelves bleſs to have that Influence. over me 
you have, though unknown to yourſelf acquir d. Bur 
I need not go about to raiſe your Curiofety, by giving 
you any Idea of what my Perſon is ; if you think fit to 
be. ſatisfied, reſolve to. viſit me Tomorrow about Three 
in the Afternoon ; and : my Face is hid, you ſhall 
not want ſufficiens Demonſtration, that (he who. takes ' 
theſe unuſual Meaſures. to commence a Friendſhip © 
with you, is neither Old, nor Deform d. Till then I 1 


am, » 
| Yours, 
| | IxcOONIT A. 
Hz had. ſcarce come to the Concluſion, before he 
ack d the Perſon who brought it, from what Place 
he came ; — the Name of the Lady he ſery d wy 


* 
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it ſhe were a Wife, or Widow, and ſeveral other 
Queſtions directly oppoſite to the Directions of the 
Letter; but Silence would have avail'd him as much 
as did all thoſe Teſtimonies of Curioſity: No Iralian 
Bravo, employ'd in a Buſineſs of the like Nature, 

d his Office with —_ Artifice; and the 
impatient Enquirer was convinc'd, that nothing but 
doing as he was delir'd, could give him ny Tink 
into the Character of the Woman who declar'd 
0 violent a Paſſion for him; and little fearing any 

| which could enſue from ſuch an En- 
counter, reſolv d to reſt ſatisfy d till he was inform'd 
of every Thing from herſelf, not imagining this In- 
coguita varied ſo much from the Generality of her 
Sex, as to be able to refuſe the Knowledge of any 


4 to the Man ſhe lov'd with that Tranſcenden» 
cy of P 


aſſion ſhe profeſs'd, and which his many 
Succeſſes with the Ladies im 


gave him Encouragement 
enough to believe. He ther took Pen and Paper, 


and anſwer'd her Letter in Terms tender enough 


for a Man who had never'ſcen the Perſon to whom 


he wrote. The Words were as follows : 
To the Obliging and Witty 
INCOGNITA, 


Hough to tell me I am happy enough to be lik'd 


* by a Woman, ſuch, as by your Manner of Writing, 
I imagme you to be, is an Honour which I can never 
ently acknowledge, yet I know not how I am 
| to content "myſelf with admirmg the Wonders 


your Wit alone : I am certain, a Soul like yours p 
ſhine in your Eyes with a Vivacity, which muſt bleſs 
A” look m. I ſhall, however, ink 
reſtrain m thoſe Bounds you are pleas d to ſet 
me, till 75 = ag of 45 able Fedility, I 


be thought worthy of gazing on that Heaven I 
ads 2 enjoy in 34 — You need not 


There 


F(nuU / FT CRT 


9 


There is a Charm in your Lines, which gives too ſweet 

an Idea of their lovely Author to be reſiſted. ---- I am 

all impatient for the bliſsful Moment, which is to throw 

me at your Feet, and give me an Opportunity of convin- 

eing you that I am, e 
Your everlaſting Slave, 


BEAUPLAISIR. 


Nor nix could be more pleas d than ſhe, to 
whom it was directed, at the Receipt of this Let- 


ter; but when ſhe was told how inquiſitive he had 


been concerning her Character and Circumftances, 
ſhe could not forbear laughing heartily to think of 
the Tricks ſhe” had play d him, and applauding her 
own 8 h of Genius, and Force of Reſolution, 
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= 


which by ſuch 769465 meas] Ways could triumph 


over her Lover's Incon 
Temper, which to other Women is the 


Curſe, a Means to make herfelf more ble{s'd. ----- 


* 
. 


Had he been faithful to me, (ſaid ſpe, to herſelf.) 


either as Fantomina, or Celia, or the Widaw Bloomer, 


the moſt violent Paſſion, if it does not change its 


Object, in Time will wither : Poſſeſſion naturall 
abates the Vigour of Defire, and I ſhould have hah 
at beſt, but a cold, infipid, husband-like Lover in 
my Arms ; but by theſe Arts of paſſing on him as 


ancy, and render that vn 


o 
9 


* 


a new Miſtreſs whenever the Ardour, which alone 


makes Love a Bleſſing, begins to diminiſh, for the 
former one, I have him always raving, wild, impati- 


ent, longing, dying. O that all neglected Wives, 
and ad adn Nymphs weld? take this Me- 


and have no Cauſe to ſcorn our cal, weeping, 

wailing Sex! Thus did ſhe pride herſelf as it 

ſhe never ſhould have any Reaſon to repent the pre- 

ſent Gaiety of her Homour. The Hour drawing 

near in which he was to come, ſhe dreſs d herſelf in 

as magnificent a Manner, as if ſhe were to be that Night 
4 N | at 


thod! --- Men would be caught in there own Snare, 


* 
. 
= 


2 


i 


- 
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at a Ball at Court, endeavouring to repair the want of 
ttzhoſe Beauties which the Vizard ſhould conceal, by 
£224 Rating forth the others with the greareſt Care and 
Exa . Her fine Shape, and Air, and Neck, ap- 
d to great Advantage; and by that which was to 
ſeenof her, one might believe the reſt to be perf fect- 
2. Beauplaiſir was prcdigiouſly charm d, as 
with her Appearance, as with the Manner the 
entertain d him: ur though he was wild with Im- 
er for the Sight of a Face which belong'd to 
ſo exquiſite a Body, yet he would not immediately 
preſs for it, believing before he lett her he ſhould 
ealily obtain that Satfaction. — A noble Collation 
rung, Taal he began to ſue for the Performance of 
ber Promiſe of granting every Thing he could ask, 
excepting the Sight of her Face, and Knowledge of 
her Name. It would hive been a ridiculous: Piece ot 
Aﬀectien in ber to have ſeem'd coy in complying. 
with ==; ſhe herſelf had been the firſt in deſiring: 
She yeilded without even a Shew of Reluctance: 
And if there be any true Felicity in an Amour ſuch 
as theirs, WE —4 enjoy d it to the full. But not in 
the Heighth of all their mutual Raptures, could he 
prevail on her to ſatisfy his Curioſity with the Sight 
The Face: She told him that ſhe hop'd he-knew ſo 
much of her, as might ſerve toconvince him, ſhe was 
not unworthy ot his tendereſt Rege rd and if he cou d 
not content himſelf with that which ſhe was willing 
to reveal, and which was the Conditions of their 
ing, dear as he was to her, ſhe would rather 
with him for ever, than conſent to ify an 
iſitiveneſs, which, in her Opinion, had no Buſi- 
with his Lope. It was in vain that he endea - 
2 make her gc; of her Miſtake; and that 
this raint was the Enemy imaginable to 
Chron — She — not to be per · 
ſwaded, and he was oblig d to deſiſt his Solicitations, | 
though determin'd in his Mind to compaſs what he 
ſ adently defir'd, before be left the Houſe. He 
then turned the Diſcourſe 9 * : 


— 


. 
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the Paſſion be bad for her; and expreſrd the 
greateſt Diſcontent in the World at the Apprehen- 
- nons of being ſeparated; -- ſwore he could dwell for 
ever in her Arms, and with fuch an undeniable Ear- 
neſtneſs preſſed to be permitted to tarry with her the 
_- whole Night, that had ſhe been leſs charm'd with 
his rene wd Eargerneſs of Deſire, ſhe ſcarce would 
have had the Power of refuſing him; but in 
ing this Requeſt, ſhe was not without a Thought 
chat he had another Reaſon for making it beſides, the 
Extremity of his Paſſion, and had it immediately 
in her Head how to diſappoint him. 

Tur Hog of Repoſe being arriv'd, he begg d 
-ſhe would rette to her Chamber; to which ſhe con- 
ſented, but oblig'd him to go to Bed firſt; which he 
did not much oppoſe, becauſe he ſuppos d ſhe would 
not lie in her . and doubted not but the Morn- 
The Dawn would bring the wiſh'd Diſcovery, ----- 

— imagin'd Servants uſher d him to his new 

ng; where he lay ſome Moments in all the Per- 
erer imaginable at the Oddneſs of this Adventure. 
ſhe ſuffer d not theſe Cogitations to be of any 
long Continuance: She came, but came in the Dark; 
— being no more than he expected by the for- 
mer Part of her Proceedings, he faid e but 
as much 1 — 2 op e 

not ( pproac Day Wi 
more Wees e he did. At laſt it came; but 
how great was his Diſappointment, when by the 
Noiſes he beard in the Street, the Hurry of the 
Coaches, and the Crys of Penny-Merchants, he was 
convinc'd it was Night no where but with him? He 
"was ſtill in the ſame Darkneſs as before; for ſhe had 
taken careto blind the Windows in ſuch a manner, that 
not the leaſt Chink* was, left to let in Day. --— He 

complain d of her Behaviour in Terms that ſhe woul 

not have been able to refiſt yielding to, if ſhe 

not been certain it would have been the Ruin of her 
Paſſion: -- She, therefore, anſwered him only as ſhe had 
done before; and getting out 2 | 
w 


28s Krona ule 


flew out of the Room with too much Swiftneſs for 
"him to have overtaken her, if he had attempted it. 
The Moment ſhe left him, the two Attendants en- 
ter d the Chamber, and N cking down the Imple- 
ments which had skreen d him from the Knowledge 
of that which he fo much deſir'd to find out, reſtor- 
ed his Eyes once more to Day : ---- They attended 
to aſſiſt him in Dreſſing, — him Tea, and by 
their Obſequioufneſs, let him ſee there was but one 
"Thing which the Miſtreſs of them would not gladly 
- oblige him in. ---- He was ſo much out of Humour, 
however, at the Diſappointment. of his Curioſity, 
that he reſolv'd never to make a ſ Viſit. 
Finding her in an outer Room, he no Scru- 
ple of the Senſæ he had of the little Truſt 
Thc in him, and at laſt plainly told her, he 
could not nr Trang Obli — from a La- 
who t b uncapable o a Secret, 
2280 ſhe no Difticuity of letting bet Servants 
into. He reſented, --- he once more entreated, - 
be fGaid all that Man could do, to prevail on her to 


| By et ; but all his Adjurations were 
wy ings went out of the Houſe determin'd 


never n N till ſhe ſhould pay the Price of 
Bis Company with the Diſcovery of her Face and 
 Circuthftances. —-- She ſuffer d him to with 
this Reſolution, and doubted not but he wou vecede 
from it, when he reflected on the happy Moments 
they n but if he did not, the com- 

forted herſelf with the Deſign of for yy our 


N with which to Lmpole,on 


he the Houſe, and her Gentlemen- 
for ere Fortnight, i in which Time ſhe age 


re were him 5 FE the; Widow 
BY q 1 

to each; but his iour to both was grown 4 
old, l grow as weary. of receiving 


Love in a Mage. 
ſhould drop theſe two Characters, when the ſudden 
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- Arrival of a who had been ſome Time in 
a foreign Coun , oblig'd her to put an immediate 
Stop to * Cou of her whimſical Adventures. 
That Lady, who was ſeverely virtuous, did not ap- 

ove of many Things ſhe had been told of the Con- 

u& of her —＋ and though it was not in the 
Power of any Perſon in the World to i her of 
the Truth of what ſhe had been guilty of, yet ſhe 
heard enough to make her keep her ards in a 
Reſtraint, little le to her Humour, and the 
| Liberties to which ſhe had been accuſtomed. 

Boer this 88 was not the greateſt Part 
of the Trouble of this now afflicted Lady: She found 
the Conſequences of her amorous Follies would be, 
without almoſt a Mirracle, impoſſible to be conceal- 

ed: ---- She was with Child; and though ſhe wauld 
eaſily have found Means to have skreen'd even this 
from the Knowledge of the World, had ſhe been at 

liberty to have acted with the ſame ueſtionable 

Authority over herſelf, as ſhe did before the coming 

of her Mother, Bt her Invention was at a 
Loſs for a Stra impoſe on a Woman of 

her Penetration: . e ewes, lacing prodigi- 


ous ſtrait, and the Advantage of a great 4 
coat, WAS her Bi was not taken notice of, 
and, perhaps, not have been ſuſpected til 


the Time bf bg going ing into the Country, where 
| her Mother deſign'd to ſend her, and from whence 
the intended N to ſome Place where 
| the might be deliver d with Secrecy, if the Time 
of it had not happen'd much ſooner than ſhe 

ed. -—- A Ball at Court, the good old Lady 
was willing ſhe ſhould*partake of the Diyerſion of it 
"as a pacewet to thi Town. It was, there the 
© was" fei d with thoſe Pangs, which none in her 
are exempt from: She could not con- 


 ceal the ſudden Rack which all at once invaded ber; 
or had ber Tongue been mute, her wildly 
eee 


- eren bone 


a * 
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288 FANTOMINA: Or, 
Hons which ſhook her whole Frame, in ſpite of her, 
would have reveal'd ſhe labour'd under ſome terrible 
Shock of Nature. Every Body was ſurpris d. 
every Body was concern d, but few: gueſled at the 
Occaſion. --- Her Mother griev'd beyond Expreſſi- 
on, doubted not but ſhe was ſtrut with the Hand 
of Death; and order'd her to be carried Home in a 
Chair, while herſelt follow'd in another. --- A Phy- 
ſician was immediately ſent for: But he preſent- 
1y perceiving what was ber. Diſtemper, call'd the old 
Lady alide, and told her, it was not a Doctor of his 
Sex, but one of her own, her Daughter ſtood in need 
of, -- - Never was Aſtoniſhment and Horror greater 
than that which ſeiz d the Soul of this afflicted Pa- 
rent at theſe Words: She could not for a Time be- 
Bere the Truth of what ſhe heard; but he inſiſting 
on it, and conjuring her to ſend for a Midwife, ſhe 
was at length.convinc'd of it ---- All the Pity and 
Tenderneſs ſhe had been for ſome Moment before 
poſſeſs d of, now vaniſh'd, and were ſucceeded by 
un adequate Shame and Indignation : She flew to 
the Bed where her Daughter was lying, and telling 
her what ſhe had been inform'd of, and which ſhe 
was now far from doubting, commanded her to re- 
veal the Name of the Perſon whoſe Inſfinvations had 
drawn her to this Diſhonour. It was a great 
"while before ſhe could be brought to confeſs any 
"Thing, and much longer before ſhe; could be pre- 
vailed on to name the Man whom ſhe. fo fatally 
bad lov'd; but the Rack of Nature growing more 
fierce, and the enraged old Lady proteſting no Help 
_ ſhould be afforded her while ſhe perſiſted in her Ob- 
ſtinac y, ſhe, with great Difficulty and Heſitation in 
ber Speech, at bf unc'd the Name of Beau- 
_ plaifir, She had no ſooner ſatisfy' d her weeping Mo- 
x Ther, than that forrowful. Lady ſent CAVITY at 
the ame Time, for a Midwife, and for that Gentle- 
man who had occaſion d the other's being wanted. 
He 8 by Accident to be at home, and im- 
mediately obey d the Summons, though Pad 
| 15 
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'd out, . Oh 1 am undone! --- I cannot live, 
bh this Shame !- Bur, the old Lady believing that 
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Scrutiny of a Parent ſhe had difpongur d in 
: 5 and pointing to Beauplaiſo. 


| aid ſhe,) to whom. you owe your 
uin? or 2 Va deceiv'd me by. a — 
ale? Oh! no, (rehm d the tr Creature, 


miſe me your Pardon, (continued ſhe) and I will 


— - 


FANgE,,ν,jjα ͤ Or; 

Madam? 1. your Undoingy. 
23 MI my 

e Leg. wry 


you 7055 hen os 5 
in | 


Bo 


che in 4 loud Ge” 
15 | e TE: Naa 
80 0 Trouble I have given 7 
Yoſt ab 9 50 'oblige 
repair 1 e A tha beg 
Fortimate'1 5 now 1 Ko 
| wholly bes, 
be urther of you, than 


15 17 her; Daughter Stig demand. 
He aſſured Her, however, that if ſhe would commit 
the new-born Lady to his Care, he would dif- 
825 it, fairhfully. But neither of them would 
r and he took his Leave, full of 
itations Wort confus'd'than ever he had known 

s whole Life. He continued to viſit there, 
9 every Day ; but the old 040 7400 
Tceivin pi fg was nothing likely to enſue from 
2 ities, but, s, a Renewing of the 
ö l deo refrain; a a * 
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her. hter was 
— R nd a 
her 2 Hh Friend. And Dug, chad an n 
which, conſidering the Time it laſted, 
Variety as any, perhaps, that By Ages: has 
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x: A dry Ae EEE Or, Thi 
Adventures of STX DAYS. Being a Cu. 
rious Collection of remarkable Incidents, which 
happen'd to ſome of the firſt Quality in France. 
Written in French for the Entertainment of the 
5 

ow into m i 
Parts. Price Bound * . 

II. FABLES and DIALOGUES of the DEAD, 
Written in French by the late ARCHIBISHOP of 
CAMBRAY, Avthor of Nlemachus, and — 


into Exgliſt. The Second Edition. Price 3 5. 


IN. A DESCRIPTION of the moſt Beautiful 


Pieces of PAINTING, SCULPTURE, and 


ARCHITECTURE, Ancient and Modern, at and 


near ROME The Second Edition. Price 2 s. 6d. 


IV. Mr. Nath. Lee's PLAYS, 3. Vol. 12ves. 


Price 105. 


V. Arabian Nights Entertainment. The 9th, 10th, 
#1th, and 12th Parts, —— Whole. 
In 2 Vol Fee 62. * 
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II. MEMOIRS of the BARON De BROSE. 
HI. Three NOVELS: 1. The BEUATIFUL 
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